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The  Tranflator's 

PREFACE 


T  O     T  H  E 


READE 


"1HAT  Tranflations  of  Learned 
Authors  in  general,  erpecially 
if  they  be  carefully  under- 
taken, and  prudently  manag'd  ,  are 
of  great  Ufe  to  the  Publick,  I  think, 
after  all  that  has  been  faid  againft 
'eiTij  no  Perfon.can  reafonably  deny, 
or  ev'n  call  into  queftion.  For  as  the 
fame  Reafons  which  may  be  aflignM, 
for  the  Commendation  of  a  Fountain 
of  Water,  may  as  well  be  brought 
in  Praife  of  the  Streams,  which  pro- 
ceed from  it,  fo  far  as  they  are  pro- 
perly convey'd:  So  I  think,  the  very 
lame  Arguments  which  are  us'd  ui 
Favour  of  any  Learned  Original,  will 
equally  1/eive,  to  juliifie,  and  recom- 
mend a  Tranilation  of  it,  fa  far  as  it 
aafwers  its  principal  End^  in  conrey- 
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ing  to  our  Minds  tlie  true   Sence  of 
the"  Author. 

And  cho'  I  chink,  I  may  lay,  with- 
ouc  the  Suipicion  of  Vanity /-thai:  I 
have,  ill  \ori\i:^  iiiealure  cniplc^\i  my 
Inne  and  Stre^igch,  in  the  Study  of 
the  Learned  Languages,  and  that  I 
highly  value  'em,  as  tiie  happy  Ve* 
h-cles  of  folid  and  afeful  Learning  ; 
yet  the-  bare  Language  in  which  a 
l]ook  is  writ  (  let  it  be  n^vti  fj 
much  excoird,,  as  bjing  learned,  and 
copious,  ck'-  elieeu-i'd  it)r  its  A n riqu iry , 
native  Majcify,  and  inimitable  Sweer- 
ne-li  ^  i|/  I  confeft,  one  of  the  leail 
l'hungs-,--4vh:ch  will  ever  recommend 
it   to  ;my  Eileem,  and  Perufal. 

For  I  humbly  cOiicsive,  that  in  all 
our.MStL^d.es  we  ih^u'd  not  lb  much 
nibble  at  Words,  which;  are,  as  it  were, 
but  tlie  Bark  of  the  I'rcj  ot  Know- 
ledge, as  aim  ac  the  laiprovement  of 
our  Ilea  lb  n  ,  which  is  a  ilrong  Re-, 
ileciion  from  the  D^ity ,  and  atfjrdst 
abundant  Matter  of  agreeai^'e  Knter- 
tauuneiit,  to  them,  who  are  \o  happy^ 
as  CO  be  diftm^iuifo'd  from  the  Gene- 
rality  of  Mankuid,  by  a  wonderful,  i'e- 
necraaon  o\  SouL  And  if  an  Audior, 
bv  hw  na-iuial  Capacuy,  and  acqu.r'd 
Abilities,  do's  make  a  more  than 
ordinary  Figure  in  the  ihtelleftual  and 
learned  World,    is  an  Honour  to  the 
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Age  in  which  he  flourifliM^  and  per- 
haps equally  the  V/oncter  and  Envy  of 
fucceeding  Ages,  I  think,  the  more 
Reafons  may  be  affignM,  why  he  ihou^d 
be  cloathM  in  the  Engl^jh  Language, 
which  is  moft  familiar  to  us,  and  is 
allowM  by  all  capable  Judges^  to  b@ 
very  expreflive,  copious,  and  charming. 
For  certainly  'tis  Fity,  that  fuch  mi- 
menfe  Treafures  of  Sence  and  Learn- 
ing fhou'd  be  confined,  to  thofe  few 
Perfons,  in  a  comparative  Sence,  who 
happen  to  underftand  the  Language^ 
in  which  he  writes,  and  like  the  vait 
Mines  in  Peru  and  Mexico,  fer  ve  chieflr 
lor  the  Convenience ,  and  Delight  of 
thofe,  who  are  Foreign  to  us,  both  by 
Blood,  and  by  Religion. 

And  I  have  often  thought,  and  'tis 
the  Opinion  of  many  Perfons,  who  are 
far  more  capable  oF  judging  than  my 
iCif,  that  'tv/ou'd  conduce  very  much 
to  die  Honour  of  the  BRITISH 
N  AT  10  Nj  to  have  the  Fathers  of 
the  Three  Tirjl  Centuries^  thofe  Heroes 
or  Antiquity ^  and  P ilUrs  oWliQ  Chrijhay^ 
Churchy  tranilared  into  the  Language 
of  our  Countrv,  and  cloath'd  in  fo 
Modern  and  fo  Charming  a  DiQk^  It 
it  be  poffible,  tliac  many  of  both  Seixes^ 
\yhoie  Geuit-  and  Education  do's  not 
lead  'em,  to  die  Study  of  Greek  and 
L^^m^   may  be  mduc'd    to  read   'em^ 

A  2    •  and 
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and  to  fquare  their  Lives  by  thofe  ex- 
cellent Rules  of  Vertue,  and  Piety, 
which  they  have  laid  down,  for  the 
ConduS  of  Others,  and  of  which  they 
were  in  their  feverai  Ages,  and  are  ftill, 
in  fome  Sence,  hving,  d.nd/nghlj  ho^iou- 
rable  Examples. 

And  fince,  by  the  Policy  of  a  Neigh- 
bouring   Nation ,    the    Language    of 
Lewis  the  XlVth  has  already  obcain'd 
•   that    Universal    Monarchy, 
to  which  he  jeems  to  afpire,  and  fince, 
many  excellent  Tranflations,  of  which 
the  French  may  jullly  boaft,  have  in- 
vited and  almoft  conitrain'd,  many  in- 
genious  and   polite  Perfons,    to  leara 
and  admire   their  Language ,   and  fo 
perhaps    thev    have    been   unhappily 
and  infeaiibiy  won  over  to  their  Cor- 
rtift   Rtligion  and  Siavijh  Pri/jcip/es  of 
Goveryrme?2t^    I  think,    'cis  not  a  little 
11  range,    that  we,    \\A\o  are  fo  prone 
to    a    Pfja/-/ia/llcal    ImitAtiort    of    'em  , 
IImuM  fo  much  abound,  in  V/jnecejfAry 
^ndJ'rflrjgOr.'giy^als^  and   give  fo  little 
Encoura2;t::menc,  to  tiie  Tranllacioa  ot 
thofe    Ancient    Authors,    w^hom ,   m 
Spite  of  all  our  Ignorance  and  Preju- 
dice,  we    mull  acknowledge  to  have 
been  remarkable  for  their   Learning  , 
and   whole  Labours,   fince  tliey   were 
generally  approv^dy  and  hlgl^lj  Admir'^d^  ia 
tiiQ  Ear/j  and  Pure  Ages  of  the  Churchy 

and 
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and    fince   they  ftrangely  confounded 
the  Whole  Heathen  IVorldj    one  wouM 
think,  might  very  well  ierve  for  our 
Confirmation,    and    delightful    Enter- 
tainment. And  the'  we  defervedly  pay 
a   wofl  frofound    Refpect  to    the  Greek 
and  Hebrew  Text  of  Scripture^  as  claim* 
ing  in  a  ftrid  Senfe  the  Venerable  Title 
of  the  Word  of  G  0  Dy  and  challenging 
in  a  fpecial  Manner   the  Time,    and 
Strength  of  chole,  whom  God  and  Mea 
have  thought  fit  to  employ,  in  the  Ex- 
plicaiion  and   Defence  of  the  Sacred 
Oracles ;  yet  *tis  an  extraordinary  Hap- 
pinefs,   which  we  in  thefe  Nations  en- 
joy, that  we  have  fuch  excellent  Traa- 
flations  of  the  B.ble,  and  ev^i  the  com- 
mon People  (  who  have  precious  and 
immortal  Souls,  as  well  as  others,  and 
want  more  Helps,  for  the  regular  and 
comfortable  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  J 
are  fo  far  irom  being  commanded  b/ 
their  Minifters,  to  avoid  'em,  as  being 
dangerous  in  unskillful  Hands,  and  m 
imperfed   Rule,    both  of  Faith,    and 
Manners,    that  they  are   llridly  en- 
joynM,  and  with  all  imaginable  Tea- 
dcrnefs  entreated,  to  read  'em,  with 
the  greateft  Serioufiiefs,  Induftry,  and 
Pleafure. 

And  if  we  have  juft  Caufe,  to  re- 
|:urn  God  our  moft  humble  and  hearty 
Jhanks,  for  raifing  up,  and  inclming 
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fome  proper  Perfons,  to  undertake  fo  im^ 
portanc  and  ib  difficult  a  Work,  for  af- 
jbrding  ilicli  Meafures  of  his  gracious 
Affiftance,  as  were  neceiTary,  to  lupporc, 
and  encourage  'em  in  it,  and  to  bring 
ix  at  laft  to  a  moil  bon<)urabIe  and  hap- 
py Accpmphfhment,  I  think,  the  Tran- 
Jlationsofany  pious,  rational^  and  learn- 
ed  Authors,  \y!iofe  Labours  have  a  ten- 
dency, to  lead  us,  into  the  tr/ie  and 
deep  Serjce  (pf  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  to 
faniifli  us  v/ith  proper  Weapons,  to  en- 
counter the  inveterate  and  moft  fornii- 
dcible  Adverfaries  of  the  Chriftian  Reli? 
gion,  muil  be  very  defireable,  and  at^ 
trended  with  nofmall  Advantages. 

J  confefs,  I  am  highly  fenfible,  that 
Tranflations  do  frequently  abound  with 
Faults,  and  perhaps  with  fueh  as  are 
notorious,  which  Ihould  a  Perfoq  under^ 
taketo  jurtifie,  he  wouM  expofe  himfelf, 
to  the  Scorng  qr  Pity  of  the  learned 
World^  and  to  the  Cenfure  ev'n  of 
the  injudicious,  and  illiterate. 

But  this,  if  it  be  a  folid  Objeftioa 
againft  bad  Trandations,  (  which  I 
hardly  believe  it  is,  fince  they  may 
have  many  great  Defefts,  and  yet  thq 
Tranflator  flioiiVi  be  efteem'd,  and  re- 
warded far  his  good  Will  to  the  Pub- 
hck,  and.; that  Meafure  of  Induftryg 
and  Sjciii  in  thq  learned  Languages , 
Wlli^l^  ^app^p  in  his  Work,  tlip'  ho 
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-deierves  far  lefs  Efteem,  than  one^  who 
liappily  accompHfh^s  fonie  accurate 
Compofirion,  or  iiiore  cornpleat  'Iran- 
fiationj  I  fay  this,  if  it  hz  a  iolid  Argu- 
ment aiiainil:  bad  Tranflations,  wo'nt 
hold  asainft  fuch  as  aie  TOod,  and  io  an- 
pareiitlyand  9o  highly  uielul5that  inouM 
any  one  cxLlaim  againft  'em.  he  would 
bar  betray  h:s  Folly,  s?^d  provoke  the 
Laughter,  or  fiiei^t  Scorn,  of  thpfCjAvho 
:a:re  not  as  remarkable  Triflers  as  hiiiv 
ielf. 

For  if  no  Tranflator  muft  appear  in 
the  World,  who  is  not  fo  induitrious, 
and  fo  correft,thac  he  ahnoft  feems  to 
be  free,  h'om  thofe  Faulcs^  to  which  the 
Frailty  of  humane  Nature  readers  Man- 
kind unavo;dab!y  iubjecl:,  if  the  Tallc 
of  Readers  is  fo  nice,  as  todifrelliili  tlie 
the  moii  exaft  Trahilacioas,  that  are  ex-^ 
tant,  by  Reafon  of  many  great  Defefts, 
which  inienfiblv  creep,  into  the  belt  hu- 
maiTe  CompofiCions,  tlien  the  fame  A r- 
o-ument  wiiich  is  us\l  a^^ai nil  TranOa- 
tions,  will  equally  overthrow  the  moft 
lera-ned  and  ufeful  Q.rigmds  that  ever 
were,  and  ev'n  the  facred  Oracles  of  the 
fupream  and  all- wife  Being. 

For  tho'  I  think  'ris  ridiculQudy  ob. 
jefted  againft  us,  by  the  Atheijls^  ancj 
£)^////,that  fome  Faults  have  been  found, 
in  the  beft  Verfion*^  of  the  Floly  Scrip- 
tures, and  that  the  (acred  Qriaiual  Text 
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it  felf  thro'  the  long  Trafl:  of  Time  in 

which  the  Books  of  the  Old  and  New 

Tefbament  were  committed  to  Writing, 

thro'  the  Ignorance,  and  CarelefnefSjand 

perhaps  Defign  of  fome  Tranfcribers,  is 

liable  to  fome  few  Exceptions ;  yet  if  we 

muft  reject  and  defpife  all  Tranllations, 

becaufefome  are  bad,  and  the  bell  im^ 

perfeft,  I  fear,  we  mull  immediately 

throw  up  our   Bibles  themfelves,  and 

grope  after  Truth,  by  no  better  Help, 

than  that  of  the   dim  Light  of  Na- 

'  ture^ 

For  all  the  Verfions  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures are  allowM  to  be  the  Works  of 
Men,who  were  nor  immediately  infpirM 
by  the  Spirit  of  GOD,  tho'  we  have 
Keafon  to  believe,  he  was  pleas'd  to  af- 
ford 'em  more  than  ordinary  Direftion, 
and  Influence,  in  an  AfFau'  which  had 
fo  great  a  Tendency,  to  the  Welfare  of 
the  Chriflim  Churchy  and  cv'n  to  the 
happy  and  timely  Convidionand  Con^ 
verfion  of  the  moll  hardn'd  Infidels,  in- 
to whofe  Hands  the  Scriptures  may  fall, 
from  Time  to  Time,  and  in  which  they 
made  their  ferioas,  earneft,frequent,  and 
rnore  folemn  AddreiTes,  to  Jlmrghty 
-Gody  for  all  that  gracious  Afliftance, 
which  he  faw  was  necelTary  or  conve^ 
nient  for  'em. 

All  the  Verfions,  and  the  Septuagmt 
it  S.^J-y  C  for  correcting  which,  and  com-f 

'    '       '       paring 
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paring  It  with  the  Alexandrian  Mdnu" 
(cript,  the  World  is  beholden  to  the  //?- 
comparably  Learned^  Indefatigable^  and  Ju- 
dkiotis  Dr.GrabeJ  all  the  Verfions,  I  lay, 
were  the  Works  of  uninipirM  Perfons, 
who  were  Uable  to  many  grofs  Defeds. 

Nay,  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  Text  of 
Scripture,  thofe  facred  and  refrefliing 
Fountains  of  hving  Water,  have  been 
jhamefullj  polluted^  by  humane  Additions 
and  curfed  Innovations^  tho'  God  in  his 
wife  and  holy  Providence  has  prefervM 
'em,  in  all  the  Ages  of  the  Church,  fo 
far  uncorrupted  in  Spite,  of  all  the  Wit, 
Malice,  and  unweary'd  Induftry,  of 
Men,  and  Devils,  that  they  carry  the 
lively  and  honourable  Stamp  of  a  di- 
vineAuthority,  and  are  ftill  what  they 
always  were,  a  perfect  Rule,  both  of 
Faitli  and  Manners. 

If  then,  we  pay  a  more  than  ordinary 
Deference,  to  the  [acred  Originals  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  J  and  if  the  fmall  Errors, 
in  a  comparative  Sence,  which  are  fouixd 
in  all  the  Verfions  that  were  ever  ex- 
tant, ought  by  no  means  to  flhock  our 
religious  and  firm  Belief  of  the  Divine 
Injpiration  of  thofe  facred,  and  moll 
valuable  Records,  then  I  think,  'cis  fuf- 
ficiently  evident,  that  Tranflations,  in 
general,  are  of  excellent  and  continual 
17 fe,  and  the  Badnefs  of  fome,  and 
the  Imperfedions,  which  unavoidably 

attend 
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attend  'em  all,  is  no  folid  Argument  a- 
gainft  thole  which  are  good^or  even  fuch 
as  are  bad,  if  the  Original  was  an  .Author 
who  delervM  to  be  tranfjaced,  and  lo 
far  as  the  Tranilator  difcovers  li.s  Ar- 
fe£tion,  and  does  real  Service  to  the 
Caufe  of  Pxty,  Sence  or  Learning. 

Another  Objection  that  may  bs 
brought  againlt  TraniLitions  is  this, 
that  the  injudicious,  and  iUiteratelliouM 
not  dare  to  intrude  into  thofe  venei-able 
Mifteries  of  the  Empire  of  Re<ifon,  and 
Learning,  which  ferrnr-crre  apt  to  ima- 
gine,'ds  their  Frerogative,toconfult,and 
tounderftand,  and  the  entire  Repucati- 
on  and  Advantage  of  which  they  thinks 
is  a  Debt,  that  ought  only  to  be  payM 
to  Perfons  of  their  Charafter,  and 
Diftinftion. 

J3ut  many,  whoaffumeto  themleU^eSj 
the  Title  of  Perfons,  who  are  profound^ 
ly  learnedj  efpecially  fuch  whofe  Ta- 
lent lies  chiefly  in  torturing  fuch  Words 
as  very  feldom  occur  in  Authors,  whofe 
Heads  are  living  Diftionaries,  or  rather. 
Libraries,  the  taithiul  but  trifling  Re- 
poQtories  of  fenfelefsCnticifms,  which 
how  great  Satisfaftion  foever  they  may 
perhaps  afford,  to  thsfe  eager  and  eter- 
nal Hunters  of  meer  Words  and  Phrafes, 
are  of  little  ufe ;  I  fay,  many  fuch  Per- 
fons have  a  much  fmaller  Siiare,  of  folid 
Redo^i  J  than  they  whom  thefe  Tjrants,  ^ 
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/>/  the  Empire  of  Learning  would  have 
io  lie  proftrate  at  their  Feet. 

Bdides  1  can't  for  my  Life  conceive, 
why  any  Perfons  how  learned  fo  ever 
they  may  efteem  themfclves  to  be,  how 
knowing  foevcr  they  may  be  accounted 
by  others,  who  have  gon  ni  the  fame  te^ 
dious,if  not  unprofitableTrack  of  Study, 
^nd  what  Skill  foever  they  may  really 
have,  in  reading  uncommon  and  aU 
mofl:  obliterated  Charafters,  or  com- 
paring almoft  an  infinite  Number  of 
Worm-eaten  and  voluminous  Mann- 
fcripts,  I  fay,  I  can't  conceive,  why  fucli 
Perfons  fliou'd  defire,  and  endeavour 
to  engrofs  all  the  Learning  in  the  World 
to  themfelves,  make  it  ibrve  like  the 
EgyptUn  Hteroglyfhicksj  to  amaze,  but 
not  inftruft,  or  reform  Mankind,,  and 
prevent  the  Generality  of  Men,  from 
making  Enquiries  into  Truth,  which 
thefe  fond  Admirers  of  themfelve^ 
reprefent,  as  a  Thing  that's  vaftly 
beyond  their  Reach,  and  the  Honour 
of  Knowing,  which  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  proftituted  to  'em. 

For  my  Part,  I  confefs,  I  cou'd  never 
juftifie,  nor  eafily  extenuate  the  com- 
mon Praftice  of  the  Popijjj  PrieBs^  who 
forbid  the  Laity,  to  read  ev^n  th^  Holy 
Scriptures,  which  f  if  they  are  not  ren- 
cl^r'd  a  meer  Nofe  of  IVax,  by  their  Hu^ 
mme  Traditions^  and  wrong  Inter  pretax 
^^ '  ■ '    ^-  .     ^  '  tiansj 
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tions^^  are  able,  under  the  Influence  of 
the  Hoiy  Spirit,  to  make  the  injudicious 
and  iHiterace,  fo  wife  as  to  fecure  the 
Salvation  of  their   Souls,  (  tho'  not 
fit  to  difpute,  or  nianage  an  Intriegue, 
with  fubtil  and  defignlng  "jejuits  )  and 
can  warm  their  Hearts,  with  a  much 
deeper  Impreffion  of  the  near  Relation 
in  which  they  Itand  both  to  GOD,  and 
and  to  their  Neighbour,and  of  thofe  pru- 
dent  Methods,  which  they  ought  to 
take,  to  perform  their  Duty,  in  the  moft 
pleafant  and  profitable  Manner,  than 
fome,  of  the  moft  learned  Doftors  of  the 
Sorhon  can  modeftly  pretend  to  have. 

And  whether  fuch  Perfons  of  Intriegue 
don't  difcover  as  much  Ignorance,  a$ 
AntichrijtUn  Pride  ,  in  taking  thefe 
irregular  Meafures,  to  gain  the  Hfteem, 
and  command  the  Furies  of  the  People, 
to  fupport  the  Intereil  and  raife  the 
Repu cation  of  the  Church  of  Rome , 
which  ftands  in  Ncj^d  of  many  piot^s 
Cheats  to  keep  up  it's  Affiring  (  and  yet 
perhaps  Ji^ki^/g  J  Hierarchy  J  is  a  Matter, 
that  deierves  to  be  tak'n  into  our  ferir 
ous  and  moft  deliberate  Thoughts. 

And  tho'  I  firmly  believe,  that  out 
Bleiled  Saviour  has  appointed  an  Order 
oi  Men,which  fhall  continue,ev'u  to  the 
End  of  tlie  World,  to  preach  his  Gofpel, 
and  adminifter  his  Holy  Sacraments, 
and  I  earnpftly  defire,  that  my  Tongue 
\  tnzy 
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may  cleave  to  the  Roof  of  my  Mouth, 
if  I'don'c  prefer  'em   before  Multitudes 
of  thofe,  who,  thro'  the  Influence  of 
Satan,  the  curfedPoltcy  of  the  Church  of 
Rome^  the  Diforder  of  their  Bodies,  their 
wretched  Ignorance  of  the  happy  Set- 
tlement of  the  facred  Canon,  or  the 
Reputation  they  expeft  to  gain,  by  af- 
fefting  to  make  high  Pretences,  to  net^ 
Light y  and  immediate  li^fpirAtion\  yet  I 
am  far  from  thinking,  that  the  Chriflian 
Religion  was  defigh'd  to  feed  the  bound- 
iefs  Aaibition,  and  in  fo  extravagant  a 
Manner  to  raife  the  Reputation,  and    ^ 
fupport  the   External  Grandeur  of  the 
Clergy. 

And  if  the  Scriptures  fhouM  be  fre- 
quently and  ferioafly  confider'd  by  all, 
to  whom  its  Precepts,    Promifes,   and 
Threatnings  are  direfted,   li  t\\Q  deftgn- 
ing  Priejls  of  the  Church  of  Rome  arc 
guilty  of  a  notorious  Crime,   in  pre- 
tending ,    that    the    common    People 
ihou'd  n't  dare,  to  intrude  inco  thofe 
Sacred   Myfteries,    that  are  contained 
in  'em,   if  they    ought  to  lye  always 
open  for  the  latbrmation  and  Conduft 
of  thole,    who   moil  need   their  Affi- 
fiance,    then    no  pious,   rational,   and 
karned  Authors  fhou'd  be  deny'd  th^ 
Laitjj    bur,    like  the    Public  Service , 
which   they    pay  to   Almighty    God , 
fliou'd  be  Qtfcr'd  to  their  Confideration, 

ill 
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in  that  Language  which  is  moft  fami- 
liar to  'em. 

I  don't  affirm,^  that  they  who  wou'd 
hinder  Perfons  of  mean  Capacities,  and 
inconfiderabie,  acquired  Abilities,  from 
enjoying  the  Satisfaction  ,  and  reap- 
ing the  Advantage  of  learned  Au- 
thors ,  are  as  guilty ,  as  the  Romijb 
Priefts,  who  deny  the  People,  that  Word 
which  alone  is  able,  by  the  Bleffing  of 
Almighty  God,  to  make  'em  holy  in  this 
World,  and  compleatly  and  eternally 
happy  in  the  World  to  come;  tho'  l 
think,  that  they,  who  are  eminent  for 
Learning,  may,  with  a  much  better 
Grace,  affirm,  that  'tis  their  Preroga- 
tive, to  confult  learned  Authors,  than 
the  Popijb  Clergy  can  pretend,  that  the 
common  People  muft  be  blind A^otaries 
to  the  Church  of  Rome^  that  they  mult 
not  undeiitand  the  Liinguage,  in  which 
their  Divine  Service  is  pertbrm'd,  and 
their  Religion,  and  by  confequerce  their 
Everlafting  Salvation,  muft  depaid  on 
the  Qualitications ,  and  Inceniioa  of 
thofe,  who  officiate  for  'em. 

But  if  'tis  the  Dury  of  the  common 
People  to  read  the  Word  of  God,  and 
to  perform  all  their  Acts  of  Devotion, 
in  the  Language  of  their  Native  Coun- 
try, if  they,  who  are  unable,  to  un- 
derfrand  the  Sacred  and  Original  Text 
of  Scripture,    ihou'd    have  the   Bible 

tian- 
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traiiflated  into  a  Language,  that  is  fa- 
miliar to  ^em,  this  feems  to  me,  to  be 
a  fblid  Argument,  to  prove,  that  any 
uleful  Original  which  they  don't  un- 
derftand,  in  the  Language  in  which  the 
Author  writ,  Ihou'd  be  cioath'd  in  fuch 
a  Drels,  as  may  render  it  intelligible, 
and  eafie  to  'em. 

For  my  part,  I  am  far  from  being, 
bigotted  to  any  ancient  Authors,  tho' 
I  iiope,  thev  will  be  ever  valu'd,  in 
proportion  to  that  Vein  of  Sence,  Learn^ 
ing,  or  Piety,  which  often  runs,  as  it 
¥/ere,  thro'  the  whole  Body  of  their 
Difcourle. 

I  am  not  fuch  a  Slave  to  Antiquity, 
as  to  judge  it  a  Crime,  to  read  the 
Writings  of  thofe  Modern  Authors,  iii 
which  anv  Thini:^  in  its  own  Nature 
valuable,  do's  occur,  and  SI):  William 
Temple ^  in  his  E-jfay  ufon  Ancieyit  and. 
Modnn  Learmng^  as  Ingenious  and  Po- 
lice a  Peribn  as  he  was,  and  as  much 
as  I  am  charm'd  with  his  Writings, 
do's  pay,  I  think,  too  great  a  Defe- 
rence to  the  Ancients,  and  give  too 
mean  a  Characl:er  of  the  Modern  Heroes. 

Bill  v/hether  Ancient  or  Late  Authors 
do  deferve  the  Preference,  that  the  En- 
couragement of  Tranilations  fliou'd  be 
any  iiindrance  to  the  Reputation,  and 
fuccefbful  progrefs  ev'n  of  Jrjcien^ 
Learrjl^igj  is,  what  I  coafefs,  after  ma- 
ture 
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ture  Deliberation,    I  am  not  able  to 
conceive. 

For  as  for  thofe,  who  are  entirely,  and 
perhaps  culpably  ignorant  of  the  He- 
roes of  Antiquity,  and  have  ilo  Skill  in 
any  of  the  Learned  Languages,  'tis  im- 
poffible,  that  Tranflations  IhouM  lelTen ' 
their  Efteem  for  thofe  Authors,  who 
bear  the  awful  Stamp  of  very  diftant 
Periods  of  Time. 

Nay,  this  is  fo  far,  from  being  the 
true  State  of  the  Cafe,  that  I  do  not 
fee,  'tis  poflible  for  the  common  People, 
to  have  any  high  and  well-grounded 
Refpeft,  for  the  genuine  Monuments 
of  Antiquity,  but  by  Means  of  thofe 
very  Traiillations ,  which  they,  who 
make  the  Objeftion,  do  moft  Icverely 
condemn. 

'TiS  true,  they  may  hear  it  reported, 
that  the  Fathers  of  the  Frimipwe  Church 
were  very  pious,  rational,  and  learned 
Writers,  but  their  Knowledge,  or  ra- 
dier  Opinion,  is  not  the  natural  Re- 
fult  of  their  own  Examinacion,  and 
Judgement,  and,  by  Confequence,  the 
Efteem  which  they  have,  and  exprefs 
tor  'em,  muft  be  highly  irrational,  or 
at  beft  uncertain,  and  extreamly  fu- 
perficial. 

But  when  any  of  the  Ancient  and 
Learned  Authors  are,  as  it  were,  raised 
from  the  dead,  and  cloath'd  in  a  Lan- 
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guage,  which  they  perfeclly "  irnaei"- 
ftand,  and  they  have  careially  perus'd 
a  Tranllation  of  'eirij  by  one,  who, 
as  they  have  Reaion  to  bdieve,  did 
perfeftly  underftand  the  Language,  in 
which  the  Author  writ,  'and  was 
Mafter  of  the  Subjeft,  and  whofe 
Fidehty  they  have  fcarce  a  Tempta- 
tion to  fufpedk,  they  then  begin,  to 
entertain  a  very  honourable  Opinion 
of  'em,  and  thank  the  Tranflator,  for 
faving  'em  the  Pains,  of  uriderftand- 
ing,   and   confulting  the  Original. 

And  as  for  thofe,  who  have  Skill,  in 
the  learned  Languages,  I  don't  fee,  that 
a  Tranflation  of  any  Ancient  and  Con- 
fiderable  Authors  can  do  'etli  any  real 
Prejudice.  For  certainly  the  Tranfla- 
tor muil  be  v^oid  ev'n  of  common 
Sence,  and  very  illiterate  himfelf,  if 
he  defires  'em  to  pay  a  greater  Re- 
gard to  the  Traniiation  ,  than  the v 
ought  to  pay  to  the  Original. 

This  wou'd  be,  to  prefer  the  Stream 
before  the  Fountain  ,  from  which  it 
proceeds,  which  wou'd  be  monftroully 
abfurd,  and  can't  fairly  be  fuppos'd, 
in  fo  Judicious  and  Learned  an  Age 
as  this.  And  one,  who  underftands 
the  Languages,  is  fo  far  from  being 
hinder'd  hereby,  from  the  Study  of 
^em,  or  difcourag'd  from  paying  'em 
a  due  Refped,  that  a  Tranfiatioa,  if 
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it  be  but  tolerably  perform'd,  is  a 
Help  to  him,  in  confulting  the  Ori- 
nal,  and  tends,  to  cultivate  his  Skill, 
in  the  learned  Language,  in  which 
the  Author  writ. 

Befides,  we  muft  confider,  that  no 
Tranflator,  who  has  common  Sence, 
will  defire,  that  they,  who  are  pro- 
foundly learned,  fhou^d  lay  afide  the 
Original,  for  the  Sake  of  a  Tranfla- 
tion ;  but  only  allow  fome  Time,  and 
take  Pains  to  compare  'em,  and  fee 
whether  he  has  hit  on  the  true  Sence 
of  the  Author,  and  if  he  has  really  ' 
done  fo,  the  Tranflation  muft  be  va- 
lu'd  of  Courfe,  unlefs  the  Original  be 
efteem'd  for  nothing,  but  the  Words  ; 
which  I  believe,  no  rational  Perfon 
will  ever  be  tempted  to  imagine. 

I  fliall  fay  no  more  of  the  Benefit 
and  Neceffity  of  Tranflations  in  gene- 
icil ;  but  offer  fomething  concerning 
that  Author^  whom,  I  have,  in  Part, 
tranilated,  with  a  due  Regard,  I  hope, 
to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Pubhck 
Good,  tho'  whether  I  have  performed 
well,  or  not,  I  muft  leave  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Learned,  at  whofe  Bar  I 
Ihall  chink  it  an  Honour  to  be  ar« 
raign'd,  if  I  liave  been  guilty  of  any 
grois  Defects  ,  and  whofe  Friendly 
Cenfures,  I  ftiall  wdllinglyj  and  ev'a 
thatktuilv  undergo. 

Tlut 
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That  0  RIG  EN  flouriniM  in  the 
Third  Century^  and  in  the  Infancy,  if 
I  may  fo  fay,  of  the  Chrtjlian  Churchy 
is  fo  generally  known,  that  it  feems 
almoft  neediefs,  to  mention  it. 

And  fince  we  defervedly,  and  chear- 
fully  pay  a  Deference,  to  the  living 
Monuments  of  Antiquity,  and  efpeci- 
ally  to  thofe  Pious  and  Learned  Wri- 
ters, who  liv'd  in  the  Early  and  Pure 
Jges  of  the  Church,  partly  thro'  a 
natural  Curiofity,  to  know  the  Names, 
Characters  ,  and  Works  of  the  mofl 
Eminent  Perfons ,  who  fiourifh'd  in 
fuch  diftant  Periods  of  Time,  partly 
thro'  a  Senfe  of  thofe  Mirutilom  Me- 
thods, which  the  Great  God  was,  as 
it  were,  obUg'd  to  take  for  the  Sup- 
port and  Encouragement  of  the  Church, 
during  its  Minority,  and  partly  from 
a  juft  and  deep  Conviftion,^  of  the 
Eminent  Piety,  Profound  Judgment, 
and  Univerfai  Learning  of  many  of 
the  Primitive  Fathers^  I  think,  a  more 
than  ordinary  Veneration  fhou'd  be 
paid,  to  the  Memory  of  the  Deceafed 
O  R  I  G  E  N  y  and  efpecially  to  his 
Books  againfl:  the  Ingemot^  and  Learned 
C  E  LS  V  *S,  which  are  a  lively  Piduf^ 
of  his  Capacious  and  Exalted  Genius- 
Need  I  fay  any  Thing  in  Commen* 
dation  of  his  Piety,  or  rather,  will  not 
€veiy  Thing,  that  I  can  fay^  fall  valily 
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Ihort  of  the   Dignity   of  the    Awful 
Subjea  ? 

Will  it  not  in.  fome  Sence^  and  in 
fome  Meafure,  lofe  its  native  and  al- 
moft  utifuUy'd  Luftre,  by  the  faint 
Encomiums  of  the  moft  elevated  Mor- 
tals, who  are  infpirM  with  a  tremen- 
dous Senfe  of  his  Majejlick  Simflicity^ 
and  irrefiltible,  and  aimoft  inimitable 
Charms,?  viS   i  '''!^  ^'-^  ^^■' ■ 

A  Fisty^  which  was  fo  fincere,  and 
fo  impatient  of  Reftraint,  that  'tis  re- 
ported of  him,  that  when  his  Honoured 
Father  was  fuffering  under  the  Empe- 
iX)r  D  EC  IVS  ^  he  wouM,  ev'n  in 
his  tender  Years ,  have  fainted  the 
Flames  .ot  Marcyrdom,  with  the  great- 
eft  Readinefs;  and  ev'n  Trkimphant  Joy, 
bad  not  his  Dear  and  Honoured  Mo- 
ther,, by  her  maternal  Authority,  Arts 
of  Perfwaiion,  and  innocent  M'ethods 
of  Female  Policy,  clipM  the  fluttering 
Wings  of  his.  humbly-afpiring  Soul. 

A  Piety ^  difcoverM,  by  denying  ev'n 
the  lawful  Appetite  of  his  fordid  FleiTi^ 
and  looking  with  a  generous  Difdain 
on  the  ounward  Grandeur,  and  perifh- 
ing  Vanities  of  this  lower  World, 

A^  Piety  ^    which   was  feen,    by   his 
Leavings    or,  in  a  comparative  Sence, 
Dcfpifins?;   the   School   of   Plato\,    that-, 
Celebrated  Heatlien   Philofopher,    for 
the  Sake  of  the  meek  and  pcribcuted 
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JESVSr    In  a  Word,  a  Pkry,  which 
appeared  in  the  Tenor  of  his  Life,  and 
Con ver fa tion  ,     the    S trift aefs  ^ :  cf .  his 
Moral  VertueSj  and  ChriHiari^races^'m 
the  fl-jjning   hut  J Uji    Z^eal    he   fhewM 
for  the  Caufe  of  Chriit,  the  exaiiCare, 
and  extraordinary  Vigour,  which  runs 
throVjhe   Body  .^^--|iis   ^c?ii^  Ejgce/le^t 
Apology  J    aad  the.  .prudent  Meafures, 
which  he  took,  to  win  others,  to  the 
fixicere  Belief  and    regular  Practice  of 
that  Holy  ReligioUj  which  was  fo  conr 
ftantly,  fo  chearfully,.  and,  fo  brightly 
..exemplifyM  in  himfeh^. 

Need  I  fay  any  Thing  of  his  Sence, 
who  couM  n't  content  himfelf,  with- 
■  out  the  fevers  Study  of  Phdofophj^  and 
tliQ  Juhlme  Notions  of  the  Divine  PUto^ 
in  particular,  and  familiarly  conversed 
with  the  moft  judicious  Philofophers 
arnong  the  Vegans ,  and  greatly  im- 
provM  the  refin\|  and  ufetul  Know- 
ledge, which  he  eagerly  imbibMj  from 
thofe  Stars  in  the  Eirmmi^nt  oih^Armng^ 
by  lighting  his  Torch,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 
at  the  dazling  Rays  of  the  Sun  of 
Kighteoufnefs, 

Need  I  fay  any  Thing  of  his  Learmngy 
who,  on  that  Accounc,  was  juftly  the 
Wonder,  and  has  too  often  been  the 
Bnvy  of  the  Heathen  and  ChrijtUn 
World  J  who  by  reafon  of  his  foli-d 
Sence^  and  uncommon  acquired  Abili- 
"  ^  B  3         '  tie§, 
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ties,  was  inclinM,  and  qualify'd,  to 
take  an  unconfined  Range,  thro'  the 
immenfe  Spaces  of  th.^  Intelle^ud  Mtherj 
who  by  the  Number,  and  Choice  of 
the  Books  he  piibliih'd,  /  of  which 
Eujehim  gives  us  an  Account,  in  his 
Ecc  left  a  (lied  Hlfiory  )  difcoverM  at  once 
the  Regularity,  and  almort  infinite 
Gompafs  of  his  Studies ,  and  by  his 
Travels  into  Foreign  Countries,  was 
fully  acquainted  with  the  Pofture  of 
Affairs,  both  in  the  Chriftian  Church, 
and  in  the  Learned  World  ? 

I  can't  but  take  Notice,  by  the  Way, 
that  if  0  R  IG  E  N  had  been  fo mean 
a  xMan,  or  his  Works  fo  dangerous,  as 
Cardinal  Bxromtis ,  Cardinal  Noris , 
Greiz>erm  the  Jf^f^^^e,  and  fome  others 
reprefent  him,  I  wonder,  that  Pope 
Aiii/iftdftus^  a  whole  Council,  the  fore- 
mention'd  Perfons^  and  the  whole  jf«^ 
ftinian  Age,  fliou'd  fo  vioienily  oppofe 
him. 

I  confefs,  after  all  that  I  have  fald, 
which  is  little,  if  compared  with  what 
I  couM  eafily  offer,  in  the  Praife  of 
0  RIG  EN,  I  dare  not  fay,  that  St. 
Hierom^  that  very  Learned  Father,  and 
afterwards  the  Jufitntan  Age,  and  many 
Others  fince,  had  no  Colour  of  Reafon, 
for  what  they  alledg'd  againrt  him. 

Indeed  ,  the  Wiidom  of  God  does 
very   piainly  appear  ^    in   fo   ordering 

Matters, 
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Matters,  that  ev'n  fome  of  the  Sacred 
Penmen  of  Holy   Scripture ,    and  the 
Brighteft    Lights  that  ever   Ihone  in 
the  Glorious   Orb    of  the  Church  of 
God,  had  fome  Defefts,  to  allay  their 
intrinfick  and  apparent  Worth ,   and 
prevent    that    Exceffive    Veneration, 
which  wouM  otherwife  have  been  paid 
'em,  by  reafon  of  their  Natural  and 
Acquir'd  Accomplifliments,  the  Honour 
they  reflefted  on  the  Ages,  in  which 
they  flourifh'd,  and  the  extraordinary 
Service,  they  did  the  Caufe  of  Chrift^ 
and  the  Common  Wealth  of  Learning. 
But  as  the  Tranilators  of  the  Bible 
wou'd    have    been    unjuftly   treated  , 
had  they  been  reproached  with  ev'n 
feeming  to  countenance,  the  falfe  No- 
tions of  Things,  which  the  Generality^ 
of  the  JewiJJj^  and  many  of  the  Leaders 
pf  the  Chrijlian  Church,  are  known  tq 
have  entertained,  or  had  they  been  up- 
braided, as  if  they  approvM  of  David/ s 
Murder  and  Adultery,  and  St.  Peter'^s 
moil:    fhameful  Denial  of  our  BlelTed 
Lord  :    So  I  may  rationally  expect, 
that  the   Reader  will  be  fg  juft   and 
candid,  as  not  to  imagine  ( as  great 
^  Man  as   0 RIG  EN  hmfilf  was, 
and  as  great  a  Heroe  of  Anticjuityy  and 
ChriftUnitjj  as  I  know  he  was  )  that 
Fni  fo  very  ignorant,  as  to  agree  with 
fiini,   in  thofe  Opinions,  or  Frafltices, 
■'    '  B  4  whicl^ 
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^iv^hich  are  evideiitly,  and  greatly  liable 
tp^  fen  lure.  =^" 

As  for  his  Notion,  that  the  'Devils 
ma)  he  recover'^ a '^  I  niuit  confefs,  it  feems 
to  me  ro  be  both  a  falfe,  and  dange- 
rous PofiLion  )  falfe,  begaufe  there's  no 
Colour  lor  it,  that  I  can  fee,  in  the 
"Word  of  God;  and  dangerous,  becaufe 
•it  has  a  Tendency  to  encourage  Per^ 
fons  to  go  on  in  Sin,  in  Hopes,  that 
ev'n  the  Fire  of  Hell  will  be  at  laf^ 
extinguifhM,  and  be  but  a  Second  Fur- 
gatory.  We  know,  that  no  lefs  a  Per- 
Ton,  than  the  Late  Moffc  Reverend 
Arch'Bilhop  of  Ca/nerbury  has  publick- 
\y  appeared  in  its  Defence,  and  has 
offer'd  inch  fUu[ihle  Arguments  ^  that 
periiaps  it  may  fcem  difficult  to  con- 
fute His  Grace. 

But  as  I  have  much  more  Reafon  to 
doubt,  of  my  own  Salvation,  than  of 
tlic  Eternal  Happinefs  of  that  fmguUrly 
PiGus^  as  well  as  incompardbly  Kationd^ 

^nd  veryLe^irmd  Pre/ate^,  fo  I  am  fully 
{^mty%   that  Q  RIG  EN  will  be  a 

-Star  of  the  Ftr/i  Magnitude^  in  the  fupe- 
rior  Orbs,  and  tho''  his  Notions  might 
ill  fomc  Reipefts.  be- peculiar  to  him, 
ai)d  juftly  deferve  our  Cenfure ;  yet  the 
chiyi  Thir^g  in'  us,  which  the  Gi'eat 
God  regards,  aad  on  which  he  will 
put'diftinguifhing  Marks  of  his  Fa- 
¥Qurj  tliro'  all  thellevpliitioAS  of  Eter- 
^:  -■     '        '      ^^    nityj 
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iiity,  is  a  regular  and  itecidy  Coiirfe 
of  fincere  and  unaife£ted  Virtue,  and 
Piety.  V. 

As  for  Offering  Sacrifice  to  Idols, 
whicii  P et a,vius  iXit  ''^eimtey  2ihd  other 
Learned  Men,  do  ieem  inclined  to 
charge  on  0  RIG  E N,  and  iLp^p^a^uus 
thoughc  fit  to  relate,  in  his  Book  of 
Her e fie s^  'tis  obfervM  by  the  late  Learn- 
ed iredericm  Spinbemim^  in  his  Eccle- 
fu(lic4  HtBorjij  that  that  Act  was  never  ^ 
charg'd  upon  hun,  ev'n  by  the  Jujiirk 
plan  ^^^5  in  which-he  was  more  ge- 
nerally, and  more  '  violently  oppos'd 
than  ever.  . .: 

But  be  that  Matter  as  it  will,  St. 
H^erom  himMfj  who  ftrongly  oppos'd 
his  Errors,  had  no  fmall  Veneration 
for  him,  on  the  Account  of  his  Piety, 
Sence,  and  Learning. 

And  the  Late  Reverend  Dr.  Stilimg- 
fleet  inhis  OriginesS^cr£^  do's  frequent- 
ly quote,  and  honourably  reprelerit  him 
to  the  World,  as  many  of  the  greateft 
Lights  of  the  Chrijtian  Churchy  and  of 
the  Learned  World  had  done  before 
him. 

But  Fm  fenfible,  'twill  be  readily  ob- 
jefted  againft  this  Tranflation,  that  we 
abound  already  with  Defences  of  the 
GhriJHm  Religion^  which  are  much  more 
ufeful,  than  0 RIG  EN,  who  makes  it 
his  Bufin^s ,  to  confute  Cdfm^  \vho  was 
^Heathen  Ehilofopher.  ^is 
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'Tis  true,  we  have  Grotius  de  VerU 
tate  Chriftiana  Keligionuy  the  Learned 
Apology  of  the  late  Reverend  Bifliop 
of  Wor'cesier^  the  moft  Admirable  Ser- 
inons  of  the    Famous    Dr.    Bent  ley , 
preached  at  the  Lefture  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Robert  Boyly   Efq;.   fome   in- 
comparable Sermons  publiflb'd  by  the 
Reverend  Dr;  Tillotfo/jy    Dr.  BUckhall^ 
Dr.  Stanhope^  and  Mr.  Clark,  Chaplain 
to  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ncnvkhy    the 
Learned  Dr.  Owen^s  Comment  on  the 
Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews:  And  I  couM 
hardly  difcharge  my  Confcience,  fhouM 
1  foroear  to  mention  Mr.  Baxter^  Rear 
fons  fff  the  Chrijlian  Religion,  in  Honour 
to  the  Memory  oi  fo  Great,  and  efpe- 
ciallyT^  Good  a  Man.      We  have  the 
Rational^  and    Learned    Dr.    Parker'^s 
Demon jh  at  ion  of  the   Law   of  Nature  ^ 
and  Demonjlration  of  the  Divine  Autho^ 
rity  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and  many  Excel- 
lent Authors,  whp  have  united  their 
Fortes  againli   the   moft   Formidable 
Adverfanes  of  our  Common  Faith. 

But  certainly,  -tis  impoflible,  to  be 
too  well  furnifh'd  with  Reafons  of  the 
Hope  that  is  in  us,  and  we  ought  to 
be  fo  far  from  Slighting  either  the 
Ancient  Apologies  of  juflin  Martyr,  Ter- 
ttillian,  Tatian,  Arnobim,  haUantim,  ancj 
the  like,  or  ev'n  the  Modern  Defen- 
ces  of  the  Chrijlian    Religion^    that   I 

thinkj, 
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think,  we  fhou'd  deeply  lament  that 
we  have  no  more,  and  that  thofe  which 
we  have,  are  no  better  underftood  , 
and  it  highly  becomes  us,  to  make  ' 
a  thankful  and  due  Improvement,  of 
thofe  many  Excellent  Helps,  which 
God ,  in  his  infinite  Wifdom ,  and 
Goodnefs,  fees  fit  to  afford  us. 

I  can  think  but  of  one  Obje£bioa 
more,  and  that  is  this,  that  by  Pub- 
lifhing  this  Tranflation  of  0 RIG EN^ 
I  do  expofe  the  cofrupt  Principles  of 
Celfu^  to  more  publick  View. 

'Tis  true,  I  do  fo.  But  certainly 
the  Truth  is  fo  fafely  guarded,  by  its 
Native  Purity,  and  fo  well  recom- 
mended by  the  Evidence  that  attends 
it,  that  'tis  fo  far  from  being  afraid 
of  the  Light,  that  it  defires  nothing 
more,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  than  to  make 
its  moft  open ,  and  undifguisM  Ap- 
pearance in  the  World  j  and  if  the 
Objeftion  has  any  real  Force,  'twill 
hold,  as  well,  tho'  not  equally  againft 
Origen  himfeif,  for  writing  againft: 
Ce//^,  which  plainly  fuppofes,  that  all 
the  Learning,  Wit,  and  Malice  of  that 
Arch-Fiend  of  Hell  muft  be  differed, 
as  it  were,  and  laid  open  to  View, 
which  tho'  they  are  the  rankeft  Poi- 
fon,  will  never  be  able  to  infeft  us, 
if  we  have  but  the  Bleffing  of  Almighty 
God,   on  fo  Excellent  an  Antidote  at 

hand. 


2  8     The  Tranflator^j  Preface 

hand/ as  the  indefatigable,  aqd  ahuoi! 
inimitable  Labours  of  that  Pious,  Ra^ 
tiohal,  and  Learned  Father,  who  op- 
posM  him. 

I  ftiail  fay  no  more  in  Defence  of 
a  Tranilation    of  OKI  GEN,    but 
humbly  fubmit  my  mean  Performance, 
to  the  Genfures  of  this  Judicious,  and 
Learned  Age,    and    publifli   it   as  a 
pubJick ,    tho^    unworthy    Tribute   of 
Prai%  ^  to^  the    great   Author  of  my 
Being,,  and  Fountain  of  all  my  Hap- 
pinefs  ;  and  as  fome,  tho'  but  a  fniall 
Recompence ,    to   my   Dear  and  Ho^ 
nourM  Father ,    for  the  prudent  'Me- 
thods he  has  tak^i,    the  Pains,    '^nd 
Charge  he  has  been  at,  and  the  great 
Readihefsand  unufual  Joy,  which  he 
has  always  exprefsM,  in  Procuring,  and 
Continuing  to  me,  fo  far  as  it  lies  in 
his  Pov/ef,  under  God,  the  extraordi- 
nary,   but  not  duly  improved  Advan- 
tage of  a  Liberal  Education. 

I'have:  frequently  read  the  Eight 
Books  of  Urigen  againft  Celfm,  as  they 
ofFerM  themfelves  to  my  Confiderationj 
in  tho,  Greek  Ori(rmaL  the  JFV^;^^^  Tran- 
flation  of  the  Learned  Monfieur  Bouhe- 
rem,  and  the  Latin  Verfion,  and  am 
not  Gonfcious  to  my  felf,  of  any  wil- 
ful and  grqfs  Defed. 

And 
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And  after  many  Solemn  Supplica-. 
tions  for  Divine  Affiftance,  many  te- 
dious, and  yet  pleafant  Hours,  "which 
I  have  employM  about  it,  many  kind 
Directions,  and  Encouragements,  from 
Perfons  of  no  mean  Rank  for  Piety, 
Sence,  Learning,  and  Extradion,  and 
many  earneffc  Defires,  that  the  Glory 
of  God  may  be  my  principal  Aim , 
and  in  a  word,  after  having  perform^, 
what  lies  within  the  Compafs  of  my 
fmall  Ability,  to  cloath  it,  in  fuch  a 
Drefs,  as  may  recommend  it  to  the 
World,  I  fay,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  humbly 
expofe  it  to  all  Learned,  Judicious,  ancl 
Candid  Perfons,  and  fubmit  it  to  the 
Cenfure  of  the  Criticks. 

And  if  this  Firft  Effay  fhall  m.eefe 
ev^i  with  a  tolerable  Acceptation  from 
the  World,  I  defign,  God  willing,  to 
take  the  firft  Opportunity,  to  tranflate 
the  Two  following  Books. 

That  the  Advantage,  which  tlie 
Reader  may  reap  from  ORIGENy 
may  be  equal,  or  fuperior,  to  the 
painful  Pleafure  ,  wliich  I  took,  in 
Tranllating  him,  that  his  Belief  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  may  be  daily  con- 
firniM,  ind  that  he  may  at  Length 
enjoy  that  inconceivable  Happinefs  in 
the  Future  World,  of  which  many  of 

the 
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the  Primitive  Fathers  are  now  par- 
taking, and  of  which,  I  firmly  be* 
lieve,  that  the  Pious  and  Incompa- 
rable 0  R  /  G  £  A^  has  no  finall  Share, 
is  the  Sincere  Defire,  of 

The  Vnworthiefi  Servant 
hf  our  Common  Lord^ 


|ames  Bellamy^ 
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Epijlie  Dedicatory 
T  0 


Hen  falfe  Witnefs  wa^s  hrough^ 
agdnli  our  BlefTed  Saviour  5 
he  held,  hii  Peace^  and  rvhe?^ 
he  was  accus^d^  returned  no  Anfwer^  hei?7^ 
full}  ferfwaded ,  thdt  the  Tenor  of  his 
Life  and  Conver-ation  ^mong  the  Jews^ 
n'^/  the  bsft  Apology  f^/2^  cotP d  fojjibi^ 
be  made  in  his  Behalf^  But  you\  Virtu-^ 
om  AmbroiiUS,  v^ere  fleas^d  to  dejtre  ?f^e^ 
for  Reafons  be  Fir  known  to  yom  jelf^  to 
vindicate  che  Chriftians  from  thofe  foul 
Afpsrjions ,    which    Celius    has   pihlickU 

C  cnH 
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€aB  upon  "^em^  as  ij  a  Confutation  of  htm 
%v ere  not  legible  in  the  Things  themj elves ^ 
and  n^hat  he  offers  might  not  he  defervedly 
rejeBedj  as  warning  e%Pn  the  Appearance 
of  Truth  to  recommend  it  to  the  World, 
To  fbeiv  that  our  Saviour  held  his  Peace 
when  falfe  Witnefs  wa^s   brought  againji 
him^  I  need   only  at  prefent^  produce  the 
Teflimony-  of  St.  Matthew,  which  is  con- 
frnPd  by   what  St.  Mark  the  EvangeliH 
relates,     St.  Matthew   h^ts  thefe  Wprds^ 
Mif.  26.  jsjow   the*  Chief  Prieft.s ,   and  Elders  , 
'  ^- ^^"  and  all  the  Council  fought  falfe  Wit- 
nefs againfi:  Jefus,  to  put  him  to  Death, 
but  found  none.     Yea,  though  many 
falfe  WitnefTes  came  ;  yet  found  they 
none.      At  laft   came   two  falfe  Wic- 
nclies,  -and  faid  ,  this  Fellow   faid,  1 
am '.able,  to    deitroy   the   Temple   of 
God,    and   to  build  it  in  three  Days. 
And  the   Hish-Prieft  arofe,    and    faid 
to  him,  anfwereft  thou  nothing. f  What 
is  it  which  thefe  witnefs  againft  thee  ? 
But  Jefus  held  his  Peace.     We  read  in 
another    Place    of  the  jarne   EvangeliH ,, 
l'/i.^>"  our   Saviour   return'^ d  no  Anfver  to 
Mat.  2-.  the   Perlhns   who  accus'^d  him.     And  Te- 
v-i'-fus   flood  before  the   Governor,    and 
the  Governor  askVl    him,    faying,    art 
thou  the -King  of  the  Jews  ?'  And  Je- 
fus faid   unto  him,   thou  fay'lf.     And 
wheii^  he   was   accusM    of  thj   Chiet 
Frieils  and  Elders,    he  aaiwered    no- 
thing. 
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thing.      Then   fays    P//.tte   unto   him, 

heareft    thou   not   how  many    Things 

thefe  Vv^tnefs    againft    C'lee  ?    And  he 

anfwer'd  hini  aQVQV  a  Word,  infomuch 

that  the   Governor   marvelled  greatly.  ■ 

And  ir/deed  it  cou'd  iPt   but  be  adrrtir^d  !' 

by  Ferjons  who  n^cre  leasf  cdP^ibl'e  of  Re^ 

jleEiion^  that  ivhen  he  had  jo  jair  an  Opi^ 

fortHnttj    to  free  hlmfelf  from  the  ■  heavy 

Charoe  that  wtt^s  hrouoht  aoairjH  him^  to 

enumerae^   or  at  ledUj  modesrlj  in^uitiate    ■ 

his   ilimiDg  Charafters^  and  to  commend 

the  hi^Sicr  powers,  as  beinp!;  ordained 

of  God^  and  by  thefe  innocent  and  po<* 

litick   Methods  /';  procure   the  Judi^e^s 

Favour^  I  fajy  that   when   he  had  fo  fair   , 

an  Opportumtj  to  do    all  this^    he  fbou^d 

be  fo  far  from  embracing  itj     a<s  to  look 

iifO"4::^  his   most    'violent   Accufrs    with   a 

truly-generous  Difdain, 

That  the   Jt^dge  feerypd   willing-  to  ac-^ 

quit  hirn^    h<td   he  made  hi^s   Apology^    t-s 

plain  from  the  follow i?7g  Words ^    V/hom  Mxt,  i-^. 

wili  ye  that  I  releafe  unto  you  ?  Barab-  -   v,  i;. 

las^  or  j^£^^i:j  who  is  calFd  Chrisi^   And 

thoje  Words^  He  knew   iha?  for  Envy/i/i.  is. 

he  had   dcliver\i    him.       ^o    that    ihe 

holy   ayjd  fpodels    jeius  xv/m  (cares   enser 

free  from  luijuft  and  kvere  Accufcitions, 

as  lonz  a^s  the  perverfe  D^hoii^to^is  or  Men^ 

vphoje     Minds    rvere   corruvt  ,    ar.d    rpbO]e 
'=  ^     '         ,  ~ 

Lives  ry^ere   cf-en    Ptatn'^d  -^vtth   the  moM 

~    '      •^'  . '      -^  .       ■  ■•' 

grois  Enoroiiries,    dia  rc?^^am  the   Ume 

^    2  ^■^ 
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as  they  have  been  in   all  the  Ages  of  the 
World. 

And  ezPn  no^v  he  holds  his  Peace^  and 
makes  no  verbal  Anfwer,  hut  the  un- 
blcmilliM  Lives  of  his  fincere  Followers 
are  his  rnoft  chearful  and  moft  fuccefs- 
ful  Advocates,  and  have  jo  loud  a  Voice 
that  they  drown  the  Clamours  of  his  moft 
bigotted  and  moft  zealous  Adversaries. 
I  ivill^  therefore^  be  fo  hold  as  to  fay^  that 
by  Fublijhtng  this  Apology^  I  jjjall  feem 
to  leffen  the  Force  of  thofe  powerftil  Ar- 
gLiHients/-^  Defense  of  the  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion, which  are  drawn  from  the  holy 
Lives  (?/ /Vj />/Wo  Votaries,  and  are  flaif$ 
Appeals  ev^n  to  Senfe  and  common  Ob- 
fervation.  But  that  I  might  not  feem 
bach^ard  in  obeying  the  Co?nmands  you 
h.ive  laid  upon  me^  I  have  endeavour'^dy 
according  to  tny  frefent  Abilities^  to  give 
a  full^  or  at  leajl.,  a  fufjicient  Anfwer  to 
all  the  material  Ohjeclwns  which  Celfus 
has  brought  against  t4^s^  which ^  in  your 
Opinion^  my  Dear  and,Ke\pe[ied  Ambro- 
fiLis,  do  strike  at  the  Fundamentals  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  hut^  I  verilyM- 
lieve^  will  never  jbock  the  Faith  of  one^ 
who  h^  the  Grace  of  God  does  live  in  the 
Proftjjion  of  it  with  fome  meaftire  of  Sin* 
ctritu  And  God  forbid  that  any  of  m 
[hou'^d  have  fo  embraced  the  G  of  pel  (  which 
ts  jo  lively  a  DicLtration  of  his  hove  to 
penfjing  Sinners  thro'^  the  Merits  of  our 

Pleffed 
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Bleffed  a^d  All-fufficient  Redeemer  ) 
as  to  be  in  Darjger  of  receiving  tL?iy  had 
Impreffions  from  CelfusV  Difcotnfe^  or  the 
Writings  of  any  other  Ingenious  an3, 
Learned  Pcrfon,  rvho  holds  the  fmie 
Wicked  FrtnctPles. 

For  St.  Paul  reckoning  up  thofe  things^ 
rvhich  are  apt  to  fepar^te  Mankind  from 
the  Love  of  Christ  (  all  which  bis  Love 
to  "^em  did  ,  and  will  at  laH  effect u^uly^ 
and  most  glorioujly  overcome  )  don^t  Jay 
that  er/oneom  Difcourfes  fbon^d  be  a?iy , 
n^juch  lefs  a  principal  Caufe  of  this  un- 
happy Separation.  Ohjerve  first  he  Jaysy 
Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  Love  -^^w,  i 
of  God?  Shall  Tribulation,  or  Diftrefs,  ^-^^ 
or  Perfecution,  or  Famine,  or  Naked- 
iicisy  or  Peril,  or  Sword  f*  (  As  it  i^ 
written,  for  thy  fake  we  arc  kilPd  ail 
the  Day  long,  we  are  accounted  as 
Sheep  for  the  Slaughter, )  Nay,  m  all 
thefe  Things  we  are  more  than  Con- 
querors thro'  him  that  loved  us.  The^ 
reckoning  tip  another  Set  of  Things^  n^lnch 
nfually  jhock  Mens  Faith   and  l^irtuey  he 

fays  ^  I  am  perfwaded  ,  that  neither /^/i  3 §. 
Death,  nor  Life,  nor  Angels,  nor  Prin- 
cipahties,  nor  Powders,  nor  Things  pre- 
fent,  nor  Things  to  come,  nor  Height, 
nor  Depth,  nor  any  otlner  Creature 
ihaii  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the 
Love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chnft  le- 
ius  our  Lord*     And  there  i<  jftf}  Grotifid 

■  ,  C  |,  ev^^j 
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\  1  ev^n  J  or  u-s^  who  fall  z>aHly  ihort  of  the 
extraordinary  Attainments  of  that  great 
Afosile  of  the  Gentiles,  to  fa^^^  V/ho 
flaall  feparate  us  trom  the  Love  of  God  ? 
Shall  Tribulation,  or  Diftrels,  or  Psr- 
fecution,  or  Famine,  or  Nakednefs,  or 
Penl,  or  Sword  ?  But  the  J^ofile  vho 
thought  this  too  fnean  a  BoJiflr^  for  thofe 
who  had  arrived  to  fo  remarkable  a  Fitch 
of  Virtue,  .46  that  to  rvMch  he  had  at- 
tain'd^  profejTey^  That  in  all  thefc  Things 
he  was  more  than  a  Conqueror ;  ivhich 
Words  have  a  peculiar  Weight  And 
Emphafis.  And  therefore^  when  he  and 
the  Veft  of  his  Noble  CUfs  come  to  make 
their'  Boafi  ^  they  proceed  to  the  fecond 
Set  of  Things  J  which  are  here  enumerated^ 
^nd  can  fay  with  a  holy  Triumph^  That 
neither  Death,  nor  Life,  nor  Angels, 
Bor  Principahties ,  nor  Powers,  nor 
Things  pref^nr,  nor  Things  to  come, 
nor  Height,  nor  Depth,  nor  any  other 
Creature,  fhall  feparate  us  from  the 
Love  of  Gpd,  which  is  in  Chrifl:  Jefus 
pur  Lord. 

So  that  1  confefs^  I  have  no  great  Opi'- 
pion  of  that  Man's  ChriHianitj^  xvkofe 
Faith  is,  in  the  leaU  liable  to  be  jhock^dy 
either  by  this  Book  of  Celfus ,  or  the 
Writings  of  any  other  Perfon  of  the  fame 
unhappy  Stamp.  For  '  reallj/  Pm  at  a 
Lojs  to  know  in  'rvhat  Clafs  of  Chnftians 
1  ^ooii'd   rank    that   Man,   who  vs  not 

Proof 
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Proof  againfl  all  the  bitter  hut  unjufl: 
Reproaches,  with  which  Celfus  has  loiided 
the  Followers  of  our  Bleiled  Lord.  But 
hecauje  the  conimon  Sort  of  Veofie  are 
pi  no  frnall  Danger  (  as  you  irndgine  , 
?ny  D^^r  Ambrofius  J  of  turniyig  Apo^ 
iiatefs  from  the  Ydth^  fince  ferh.ip  they 
f?2ay  be  Jhock^d  by  nhat  Celfus  has  of- 
fered agair/ft  the  well-grounded  Princi- 
ples of  our  holy  Religion  ;  md  I  hope 
IV ill  he  no  lefs  con^rrr^d  in^  their  Judg- 
ments,  by  ivhat  I  fjall  fe^fonably  prod&ce 
in  its  Defence^  -provided  I  mn  Able  to 
confute  his  Errors^  I  refolzPd  to  obey  your 
mosr  juH  CornmAnd^  and  to  return  an 
Affvper  to  the  Book  you  rvere  pleas'^ d  to 
fend  me^  the  very  Title  of  which^  viz. 
A  True  Relation,  will  hardly  pafs  for 
fuch  with  them^  who  are  no  great  Prof* 
cie?7ts  ev^n  in  the  Phiioiophy  of  the 
Heathens. 

St.  Paul    knowing    there    rrere    m.iny 
Things  in  the  Greek  Philofophy  that  n^ere 
not  in  them/elves  contemptible,  but  ktd 
by  Accident  a  malignant   Influence   on 
the  Hindis  of  Common   People,    repre- 
'  fen  ting    Error    under   the    pUufible    Ap- 
pearance of  fblid    and   moft  important 
Truth,    has  thefe  very  IVords^    Beware  co/^/.  2. 
left  any  Man  fpoil  you  through  Philo-      ^°  ^• 
fophy^  and  vain  Deceit,  after  the  Tra- 
dition of  Men,  after  the  Rudimencs  af 
the  \yorldj  and  nor.  after  Chriit    Bat 

C  4  this' 
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this   is  more   than  I  think^  any  judicious 
Per  Ion   will   allow   the   Book  which  1  am 
juFl^  going  to  anfrver.      For    the    ApoHle 
€mIIs    the  fore-mentioned    Things    by    the 
]\'am^  of  Vain  Deceit,  perhaps  ip  Contra,'^ 
DiHtnBion  to  a  certain  Kjnd  of  Deceit 
ivhich  is  not    vain ,   hut   innocent  and 
lifetul,  which  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  con^ 
ftdnnn^,^  n^jide  hold    to  apply  the  follow^ 
ing    Words  to   the   Great    God   himfelf ; 
fcr,  20.  P  Lord,  thou  haft  deceived  me,  and 
T-  7'  I  was  deceivM  ;  thou  art  ftropger  than 
I,  and   haft  prevaiPd.     But^^  in  wy  Opi- 
nion^   what    Celfas  puhlijh^d   d(?s    want 
ev'^n  that  plaufible  Appearance^  to  render 
it  worthy    to   he    calP^d    deceitful,  which 
is   to  he  found  in  the  Writings  of  thoje 
eminently-learned  Perfbns  ^    who   were  the 
H^ads  of  the  various  Se5ts   of  Philofo- 
pbers  among  the  Pagans.  And  as  in  Geo- 
metry, V^^V  fufficient  that  what  is   of" 
jeyd  for  a  Demonfiration^    he  in  it  jelj 
fdje  and  da'yjgerom  ,    but  it  muH  hav.e 
fome   Colour  of  Truth,  or  it  can  never 
deceive^   and  engage  ev'^n  the  mosi  faint 
Endeavours  of  one ,    who  woiPd  improve 
in  that  entertaining  and  uf^ful  Science  * 
So  thofe  DifcoUrfeSy  which  deferve  the  Cha^ 
racier  of  Vaui  Deceit,    mufi  have  fome 
Ajfinity    with    thofe    rational  Argument s^ 
that  are  frequently   made   Vfe  of'  by  the 
Heads  of  the  fever af  SeSfs  of  Philofg^ 

i '^"  ^'  Whe^^ 
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When  I  had  proceeded  f/^  my  Anfwer  to 
Celius,  as  far  as  the  Place  where  he  per-' 
folates  the  Jew  difcourfing  tvith  our 
J51eir<?d  Saviour,  /  thot^gbt^  HrvotPd  be 
proper  to  put  thip  Preface  before  my  Booky 
that  fo  any  Ori^  into  xvhoje  ffands  it  may 
/iccidenta/Iy  fall,  may  pliinh  fee^  that  I 
didn^t  principally  intend  it  for  thofe  Chrir 
ftians,  who  are  inWy  fatisfyM  ^^  ^^^^^ 
Judg/nent^  but  either  for  them  who  are 
entire  Strangers  yt?  the  Excellency  of  the 
Chrirtian  Ri^^ligiohj^  or  for  them  who  are 
weak  in  the. Faith ^  }ts  the  Apostle  calls 
^ern.  Him  that  is  w^ak  in  the  Faith  ^om.  14, 
receive.  .  ^'  '* 

/  must  add  one  Thing  here\  and  that 
is  thiSjf  that  I  have  a  different  Defign  in 
mfrvering  Celfus  in  the  grofs^  from  what 
I  hid  in  Anfwexing  the  Beginning  of  his 
Booh  Voy.  At  firs}^  I  defign"^ d  no  inore 
fhan  to  mention  Jome  of  the  Principal 
fleads,  and  content  my  fe If  with  a  mecr 
Compendiurn,  B^t  ^fter  mature  Deli-^ 
heration^  I  thought y  twou^d  he  much  7nort 
proper y  to  gather  my  Difcourfe^  ai  it  ivere^ 
into  a  perfect  Sy(lem  or  Jiody.  Then  1 
was  fatisffd  from  the  reafon  of  the  Things 
that  I  jhou  d  ke  at  a  needlefs  Expence 
both  of  Time  and  Paws^  and  contented 
my  felf  with  what  I  had  nrit^  against  the 
Beginning  of  the  Book  ^  yvhi^h  Ccllus 
fublifffdo'' 
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But  in  the  remaining  Part  of  my  Apo- 
logy^  which  (if  I  may  modeflly  fay  it  of  ^^y 
own  Performance)  is  much  more  elaborate^ 
I  deter?nlrPd  to  .bend  all 'my  Forces  ag^ii-^fft 
him^  and  to  return  a  full  u4nfver  to  eve^ 
ry  Thing  that  feerrPd  to  be  material  , 
and  eiPn  to  fame  of  his  mofl:  trifluig 
Objections.  /  muft^  therefore^  defre  my 
Reader  to  difcover  a  more  than  ordinary 
Candor  in  faffing  his  "^judgment  on  r^-kat 
1  have  done  J  efpecially  on  tiiAt  Part  of 
my  Apology^  which  immediately  follows 
this  Epijrle.  And  if  the'  other  Parts 
Jbou^d  have  no  better  Effect  upon  him^  I 
/jope^  he  TV  ill  there  alfo  be  extreamly  fa- 
*vourMe  in  the  Sentence^  which  he  may 
pafs  upon  me. 

Andj  if  jou^  Virtuous  Ambrofius^  de-- 

fire  a  more   compleat   An  fiver    to  Celfus, 

than  that  which  I  jhall  give   him  at  pre^ 

fentj    I  muff  refer  yoti  to  them^  who  have 

a  far  greater  Share  of  "Judgment^   than 

tbat  to  which  I   lay  my  moft  humble 

Claim^  and  are  better  qualifyM  for  the 

.  due   md  honourable  Management  of  fo 

difficult  a  Province,     However  that  Per- 

fan  feems  to  me^  to  be  in  a  fafer  and  much 

more  defirahle  Condition^  who   having  met 

with    CelfusV    Performance ,    and   being 

furnifj^d   by  his  own   Experience  with 

£1  warm  /^W  effeftual  Apology  for  that . 

excellent   Religion    M^jtch  he  profejfi^s  ^ 

•knd  endeavours  to  practice  to  the  utmofi 

op 
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of  his  Power ,  is  fo  ivell-guarded  by  the 
Sprit  of  God^  who  dwells  in  the  Heart 
of  iVPYj  fincere  Follower  of  the  BlelTed 
JESUS,  that  he  cun  look  with  a  holy 
Contempt  on  the  falfe  Reprefentations, 
&hiA  moft  plaufible  Arguments  of  the 
moi  Celebrated  Hereticks  thu  did 
eir.r  afpar  in  the  World, 
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Chap.     I. 


o 


THE  firft  Charge  which  Celfus 
brings  againft  the  Chrifiians^  is, 
Their  holiing  Cabdls ,  contrdry 
to  the  Law  of  the  Land  in  which  they 
liv^d^  and  to  whfch^  as  he  thinks,  they 
ought  to  be  entirely  fubjecl.  He  diftin- 
guiihes  Meetings  into  Publick  and 
Private,  the  Publick  Meetings  which 
were  eftablifh'd  by  Law,  and  the  Pri- 
vate and  Separate  Meetings  which  were 
kept  up  by  Schifmat^cks.  And  his  De- 
fign  herein  is  to  caft  Reproach  on  the 
Love  Fe/ijls  of  the  Chriftians  (which 
were  appointed  to  prevent  a  common 
and  threatning  Danger,  and  were  far 
more  binding,  than  the  facred  Tye  of 
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•mutual  Oaths  can  be  fupposM  to  be ) 
I  fay,  he  reproaches  ^em,  as  if  the/ 
manifeftly  and  grofly  interfer'd  wiili 
that  due  and  indifpenfibls  Loyalty, 
which,  as  they  were  Sabjefts,  they 
ow'd,  and  ought,  as  he  imagines,  to 
pay  the  NAtiond  E(iAblijbment. 

'Since,  therefore, ;  he  makes  his  Boaft 
that  he  has  the  Law  on  his  Side,  aiid 
wouM  intimate  ,  that  the  leparate 
Meetings  of  the  Chriftians  did  coun- 
tenance and  i^vovaotQScBJjn  and  Sedi- 
tion'^ I  anfwer,  that  as  a  Snranger, 
who  has  his  Lot  provideadally  cad 
among  the  Scpbians^rwho  areigovern'd 
by  moft  wicked  Laws,  and  has  noc  a 
fair  Opportunity  to  make  a  fafe  Ef- 
capey  wou'd  be  efteeni'd  by  that  igng- 
rant-  and  \uncivilizM  People,  as  an  Ene- 
my to  their  Coriftitution,  and  a  Fa- 
vourer of  the  6V^^i£'r-,  if  he  didn't 
comply  with  the'  Canons  of  the  Churchy 
but  might  ftill  urge  weighty  and  un- 
anfwerable  Arguments  to  juftif^  his 
Sepdvatton:  So  the  Chriftians  might 
\z\vi\A\Y.di([ent  from  the  EJiablfjJj'^d  Re- 
Ugiorij  which  introduced  Image-Wor- 
fliipj  and  a  whole  Rifraff  of  che  Mock- 
Deities  of  the  Heathens,  and  abounded 
with  more  liorrid  Impieties  than  were 
ever  practicM  by  the  moil  barbarous 
Nations  of  the  World. 


For 
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For  as  the  Inhabiiants  of  a  City  may 
lawfully  defend  themfelves  againft  a 
Prince,  who  has  made  an  unjuit  Defcent 
upon  their  Native  Country:  So  the  Chri^ 
y/^W^f  IP ight  warrantably  violate  the 
Laws  of  Satan,  that  great  Ufurper,  to 
free  themfelves  and  Others  from  his 
worfe  than  ^Srj/^/;/^^  Tyranny. 


C  HA  P.     IL 

THEN  Celfus  goes  on,  and  aflerts. 
That  Judaifm,  rvnh  which  the 
Chdftlan  Religion  ,/?/«^^^  very  chle  Cm-' 
neciion^  has  all  along  been  a  barbaroi^s  Seot\^, 
tho'  he  prudently  forbears  to  reproach 
the  Chrifiian  Religion  as  if  it  were  of  a 
mean  and  unpolilliM  .  Original ;  fince 
he  had  commended  the  Barbarians^  as 
being  the  In  venters  of  feveral  excellent 
and  vtrj  important  Maxims^  and  Jie 
adds,  That  thofe  Things  which  were  in- 
deed invented  by  the  Barbarians,  have 
been  improv'^d^  and  more  accomodated  ttr 
Moral  Virtue  by  the  Greeks.  Now  I 
think,  I  m.ay  juftly  take  this  Advan«. 
tage  in  Defence  of  'the  Chrtftian  Religion 
from  the  very  Conceffion  which  Ceijus 
makes,  to  obferve  that  one  who  leaves 

the 
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the  Opinions  and  the  Learning  of  the, 
Greeks^  and  embraces  the  Doftrine  of 
our  Bltjfed  Saviour^  don't  only  aflent 
to  thdfe  Truths  and  ufeful  Rules,  which 
it  recommehds  to  his  ConTideration  and 
Choice,  but  the  moi'e  he's  vefS^'d  in  the 
fore-mentvonM  Sort  of  Learning,  the 
more  he's  confirm'd  in  his  Judgment, 
and  borrows  from  the  ChrijHms  where- 
ever  he  perceives  that  the  Greeks  them- 
felves  are  defefti ve.  To  this  I  might 
add,  that  the  Chrifii^n  Religion  may 
juftly  boaft  of  a  peculiar  DemonfirAtion^ 
luch  a  One  as  is  truly  Divine^  and  vaftly 
exceeds  all  the  Logick  of  the  Greeks. 
The  Apoftle  calls  it  A  Demonftr^tioh 
df  the  Spirit  and  of  Power,  A  Demon  - 
Jhation  of  the  Spirit^  in  as  much  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  do's  in  a  Jecret  but  power* 
j-ul  Way^  convince  the  Reader  of  the 
Truth  of  the  Scripture^Prophecies^  efpe^ 
ally  of  thofe, .  which  have  an  evident 
and  near  Relation  to  the  expected  Sa^ 
'viour  of  the  World.  And  of  Power  ^ 
in  as  much  as  Miracles  have  been 
wrought  to  atteil:  the  Truth  of  the 
Chrifttm  Religion^  fome  remarkable 
Footfleps  of  which  do  remain  at  this 
very  Day,  among  thofe,  who  do  what 
lies'in  their  Powei,  under  the  Guidance 
and  Influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 
live  up  to  its  holy  Precepts. 


C  A 


H  F. 
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THEN  Cetfus  having  fpoke  of  the 
Private  Meetings  of  the  ChrijUa^Sy 
in  which  they  exercis'd  themfeh/es  and 
inftrucfed  one  another  in  their  parti- 
cular Way,  and  having  confefs'd  that 
one  very'pohtick  Realbn  might  be  af- 
fignM  for  what  they  did,  viz.  The 
Preventing  of  that  fevere  Penalty,  to 
which  their  Practice  render'd  'em  ex* 
treamly  hable,  compares  the  Danger 
that  tlireatn'd  them  with  the  Diffi- 
culties, and  Calamities,  to  which  So^ 
cvdtes  and  Pythagoras^  and  Other  Hea- 
thm  Philojopbers  exposM  themfelves , 
by  maintaining  the  Reputation,  and 
promoting  the  Intereft  of  that  compa- 
ratively-vain Philofophy ,  of  whicii  , 
they  v\^ere  the  admir'd  and  truly- 
learned  Profellbrs, 

But  to  this  I  anfwer,  That  the  Athe" 
maris  foon  repented  of  what  they  had 
done  to  Socrates ,  nor  did  tiiey'  long 
retain  their  Spite  againil  Pjthagor^s. 
For  the  Pythagoreans  had  Schools  for 
a  confiderable  Time  in  that  Part  of 
itaJj ,    which   went  by  the  Name   of 

D  Greece 


Greece  the  Great.  But  the  whole  i^(?- 
man  Sendte^  the  Emperors  during  the 
feveral  Perlecutions,  the  Soldiers,  the 
common  People,  and  ev'n  they,  who 
were  nearly  related  to  the  Chriftians 
wag'd  open  War,  as  it  were,  againll 
the  Religion  which  our  BlelTed  Savi- 
our introduced,  and  wou'd  eafily,  and 
quite  have  ftop'd  its  happy  Progrefs, 
if  a  Divine  and  Miraculous  Power  had 
not  feafonably  interpos'd,  and  made  it 
overcome  the  whole  habitable  World, 
who  exerted  all  their  Malice,  and  usM 
their  utmoit  Endeavours  towards  its 
fudden  and  entire  Extirpation. 


N 


Chap.     IV. 

O  W  let  us  fee  how  Celff^s  re- 
proaches the  praftick  Part  of 
our  Religion,  as  containing  nothing, 
but  Vv'hat  we  have  in  common  with 
the  Heathens  ^  nothing  that  is  New^ 
or   Trul}-greAt, 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  they  who 
bring  down  the  juft  Judgments  of  God 
upon  their  Heads  by  their  notorious 
Crimes ,  wou'd  never  fufFer  by  the 
Hand  of  Divine  and  Inflexible  Juftice, 

if 
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if  all  Mankind  had  not  fome  tolerable 
Notions  of  Moral  Good  and  Evil. 

Therefore  we  needn't  wonder,  that 
God,  who  is  the  common  Father  of 
his  Creatures ,  ,(liou'd  ,  plant  in  the 
Minds  of  Men  thofe  natural  Princi- 
ples, which  the  Prophets,  and  eipeci^ 
ally  our  Blefled ;  Saviour  do'^s  {o  fre* 
quently  imprefs  upon  the  Minds  of 
Men,  that  So  every  one  might  he  left 
without  Excfife  at  the  Day  of  Judgment^ 
having  had  the  Sence  and  SubHciyice  of 
the  Laiv  engrav'^d  ti^on  his  Heart  in  very 
legible  Characters. 

This  was  obfcurely  reprefented  to 
us  by  the  Scripture,  which  fpeaks  of 
God's  Writing  the  Two  Tables  of  the 
Law,  as  it  were,  with  his  Finger,  and 
his  giving  'em  to  Alofes^  and  acquaints 
us,  that  they  were  afterwards  broke 
by  the  Wickednefs  of  them,  who  made 
the  Golden  Calf  (  as  if  it  had  been  faid, 
that  they  w^ere  broke  by  the  Sins  of 
Men  )  and  that  when  the  Law  was 
writ  the  fecond  Time  on  Tables  of 
Stone,  he  delivered  'em  to  Mofes^  to 
fignifie,  that  the  Law  which  was  de- 
fac'd  by  the  Original  Apoilacy,  fnouM 
be  re  imprefs'd  on  the  Minds  of  Men 
by  the  Preaching  of  the  Goipel* 


D.  3t  C  H  A  P. 
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HEN'Ce////^  :fptai:irig  of  Idola^ 
^^  try,  do's  himfet^advance  an  Ar- 
guaieiit,  that  tends  to  jufii^e  and  com- 
mend our  Pra£^ice^  when  he  fays  ^ 
That  the  Chriftians  c an* t  think  tkoje  to  he 
Gods  J  IV  hie  h  are  made  by  the  Hands  of 
Men^  and  very  often  of  fuch  a^s  are  rvicked^ 
and  unjufj  and  wallow  in  all  manner  of 
Debauchery,  Therefore ,  endeavouring 
to  fhew  in  the  Sequel  of  his  Difcourfe^ 
that  our  Notion  of  ImageAVorfhif  was 
not  a'  Difcoveiy  that,  was  owing  to 
the  Scriptures ;  but  that  we  have  it 
in  common  with  the  Heathens ,  he 
quotes  a  Paffage  in  Htraclttm  to  this 
Hrfect,  "  That  they  wiio  pay  Divine 
^^  Worfliip  to  inanimate  Creatures,  do 
"  juii  as  if  they  fliouM  addrefs  and  inr 
"  vocate  the  Walls.  ■ 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  fince  I  have 
already  granted  that  fome  common 
Notions  of  Moral  Good  and  Evil  are 
origuially  implanted  in  the  Minds  of 
Men,  we  needn't  wonder  that  Htra-- 
cltttis  and  Others ,  v/hecher  Greeks  or 
BxrbarUns ,    have   publickly    acknow- 


ledged 
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ledgM  to  the  World,  tliac  they  held 
the  very  fame  Notion  which  we  main- 
tain. -  ' 

And  Celfas  quotes  a  Paffage  in  He^ 
rodotm^  to  fheAv,  that  the  lame  No- 
tion, which  Heraslitus  held,  did  ob- 
tain among  ihQ  Perfmns,  And  I  cou'd 
quote  a  Pailage  in  Zsno  Cittenfis^  who  m 
his  Book  calFd  uahn^A)  fays,  "  That  the 
*/  Building  of  ilately  Temples  is  ako- 
*^  gether  needlefs,  and  indeed  ridicu- 
*-^  lous,  fince  no  Piece  of  humane  Ar- 
*^.'  chitefture,  how  pompous  foever  it 
^.^  may  be,  is  truly  facred,  and  valua- 
"  a,ble  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  it 
^^  felf".  'Tis  plain,  therefore,  that 
this  praftical  Notion  is  engrav'd  in 
Divine  and  Legibly  Characters  on  th^ 
Minds  of  Men, 
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THEN  Celfu^  fays,  That  all  the 
Power  which  the  Chriftians  had  ^ 
was  owing  to  the  Nam^s  of  certam  Doe? 
mons,  and  their  Invocation  of  '^em )  tho' 
I  can't  well  conceive,  what  fliou'd  in- 
duce, or  ev'n  tempt  hini,  tp  talk  4t  fa 
extravagant  a  Rate. 
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I  fuppofe,  he  obfcurely  hints  at  the 
AccQuiii  we  have,  of  Ibme  who  caft 
out  Devils.  But  this  is  a  moft  noto- 
j'ious  Calufnny,  for  the  Power  which 
the  Chrijua^s  had,  was  not  in  the  leaft 
owing  to  Enchantments ;  but  to  their 
Pronouncing  the  Name  of  JESVS^ 
and  making  Mention  of  fome  remar- 
kable Occurrences  of  his  Life. 

For  by    thefe ,    and    no   unlawful 

Jvleans,  have  Daemons  been  frequently 

difpoifefs'd,  efpecially  when  the  Ferfon 

\vho    pronounced  that   facred  Name, 

did  it  with  a  beconaing  Difpofition  of 

Mind,  and   with  a  moit  hvely  Faith. 

Nay,  tlie  Name  oi  JESVS  has  had 

fuch  Power  over  D^monsy   that  fome- 

rimes  it  has  prov'd  effeflual,  tho'  pro^ 

nouncM  by  very  wicked  Perfons.     To 

this  our  Saviour  feems  to  have  a  Re- 

\Mat  vii  f^^'^^^^3  when  he  fays,   Mmy  {ball  fry 

y\  2zlto  me  in  that  Day^  in  thy  Name  we  have 

casi  out  Devils,    and  in  thy  Name  have 

done  many  xvonderful  Works. 

And  I  know  not,  whether  Cel^tts  did 
omit  this  PaiTage  thro'  Ignorance,  or 
rather  thro\  a  voluntary  and  niaUcious 
Overfishr. 


H  A  J' 
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Chap.     VII. 


''T^HEN  he  accufes  our  Saviour 
X  himfelf,  as  if  he  wrought  Miracles 
by  theHelp  of  Magick,  and  forefaw, 
that  many  other  Peribns  wou'd  do  the 
fame  Things,  by  their  Skill  in  that 
HelliCh  Art ,  boafting  that  a  Divine 
Power  did  attend  'em,  and,  for  that 
very  Reafon,  did  exclude  'em  from 
%\\Q  Number  of  his  Followers  and  Fa- 
vourites. 

And  he  makes  Ufe  of  this  Argu^ 
ment  againft  him,  If^  fays  he,  there 
ivas  jujt  Ground  for  hU  reje^mg  the 
fore^mention^d  Perfons ,  then  he  was  a 
wicked  Mm ,  being  guilty  of  the  fame 
iaultj  which  he  charged  on  them^  and  if 
he  w'4S  not  a  wicked  M^n^  then  neither 
did  they  deferve  a  Mark  of  Infamy^  wha 
accordirpg  to  his  own  Confeffion^  were  to 
do  the  fame  Things  that  he  did  himfelf 

But  tho'  we  fhouM  grant,  that  'tis 
difficult  for  us  to  determine  precifely, 
by  what  Power  our  Saviour  wrought 
liis  Miracles  ;  yet  'tis  very  plain,  that 
tl^e  Chrijtians  riiade  ufc  of  no  Enchant- 

P  4  jn^nts  < 
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mcms,  unlefs  the  Name  of  JESV  S, 
and  feme  Paflages  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures were  a  kiud  qf  Sacred  Spell. 


Chap.     VIJI, 


THEN    Celfus   frequently  and  fe^ 
verely  reproaches   the  ChrtftianSy 
with  keeping  their  Opinions  fecret. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  they  are 
more  known,  and  more  generally  pub- 
lifh'd,  than  the  admir'd  Speculations  of 
the  Philofophers  themfelves,  ev'n  al- 
moft  to  the  utmoft:  Limits  of  the  whole 
habitable  World.  For  who,  in  a  com- 
parative Sencc,  is  ignorant  of  our  Sa- 
yiour's  Nativity,  and  Refurreclion,  and 
the  Day  of  Judgment,  in  which  he 
will  reward  the  Righteous,  and  punifh 
the  Wicked,  according  to  their  Works  ? 
And  are  not  many  thoufands  of  the 
very  worf^  of  Infidels  acquainted  with 
the  Doftrine  of  the  Refurreftion,  who 
^urn  it  all  into  Banter  and  Ridicule  ^ 
So  that  the  Charge  was  altogether  un- 
grounded j  and  by  Confequence  unjuft. 
But  if  there  be  fome  Arcana  Imperii  in 
the  Chriitian  Religion,  which  are  not 
lit  to  be  commuaicated  to  the  Vulgar, 
■  ^»*-  *-  '  ■  'it 


^J^'^:^.rl 
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it  can't  be  deny'^d,  that  there  are  the 
fame  in  Philofphy,  For  ev'n  the  Phi- 
lofopliers  held  fome  Opinions  which 
they  kept  more  fecret.  Some  of  P/- 
thcigora^P^  Pupils  relyM  on  his  bare 
Authority ,  and  were  fatisfy'd  with 
an  l^fe  dixh  ;  Others  were  more 
privately  taught  ,  and  initructed  in 
thofe  Things,  which  ought  not  to  be 
proftituted  to  vulgar  and  uiifanctifyM 
Ears.  And  many  Rites  in  the  Reli- 
gion both  of  the  Greeks^  and  Barbarims^ 
are  conceaPd  from  the  Notice  of  the 
Vulgar.  . 


Chap.     IX. 

U  T    Celjus    feems   with  Abuii* 

dance  of  Earneftnefs,    to  plead 

for  them,  who  laid  down  their  Lives 
in  Confirmation  of  the  Chri[l:im  Faith^ 
when  he  fays,,  I'wou*d  not  perfwade^  any 
one  to  renounce  his  Religior/^  by  reafon 
of  the  Dangers  to  which  it  may  expoje 
him ;  nor  jvou^d  I  have  him  ev'n  feem  to 
leave  it  ;  where  he  tacitly  condemns 
all  them,  who  are  Chrijlians  in  their 
Hearts,  and  yet  publickly  difowiitheir 
Religion,  ^        ^  t^^r 

Here 
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:> 


Here  I  may  take  Occafion  to  charge 
him,  with  the  grofs  Inconfillency  of 
his  Difcourfe  ;  for  in  fome  Places  of 
his  Book,  he  talks  like  a  zealous  Fol- 
lower of  the  admir'd  Eftcurm^  but  here, 
that  his  Accufation  may  carry  the  more 
plaufible  Appearance,  he  diffembles  his 
Opinions,  and  feems  to  hold,  that  there 
is  in  Man,  bcfides  his  Body,  which  is 
material  and  earthly  ,  another  and 
much  nobler  Subftance,  that  has  an 
Affinity  with  God  himfelf,  and  fays, 
Thut  they  J  who  have  Souls  duly  difpos^dy 
dOy  as  far  as  the  Frailty^  of  their  Nature 
'mil  admit y  ajpire  to  a  Participation  of  the 
Nature  of  God^  to  rvhich  they  are  fo  nearly 
(illfdy  and  are  never  more  highly  pleas  d^ 
than  7vhen  they  are  feafonablT'^nd  folidly 
entertained  with  'Difcourfes  coiitckrning  the 
Supream  and  Aiorable  Majefly  both  of 
Earth   and  Heav'^n^ 

Obferve,  a  little  before  he  faid,  He 
tvctpdrh  perfvade  any  one  to  renounce  his 
Religion  J  by  reafon  of  the  D  anger  s^  to 
rvhich  it  may  expofe  him^  nor  rvou^d  he 
have  him  ev'^n  feem  to  leave  it ;  and 
yet  he's  grofly  guilty  of  the  fame 
Fault  himielf,  which  he  feverely  con- 
demns in  others.  For  he  knew  very 
well,  that  if  he  had  openly  profefsM 
he  was  an  Epicurean  Philofopher,  his 
Accufation  wou'd  be  little  regarded 
by  them,  who  live  in  the  firm  Belief 
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of  an  over-ruling  Providence,  tho'  in- 
deed they  may  differ  from  one  ano- 
ther in  their  Sence  and  Explications 
of  the  Principles,  which  they  ^re 
known  to  hold. 

By  the  Way  I'm  informed  ,  there 
have  been  two  Perfons,  who  went  by 
the  Name  of  Celfr^s^  and  both  of  'em 
were  Philofophers  of  the  Epicurean  Sect ; 
One  who  livM  in  the  Reign  of  the  Em- 
peror Nero^  and  another,  who  livM  in 
the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  HadrUn  ^ 
^nd  fome  Time  after.  The  latter  of 
thefe  is  the  Perfon,  with  whom  I  am  ' 
at  prefent  concerned. 


Chap.     X» 

AND  he  continues  his  Difcourfe, 
and  advifes  us  to  embrace  no  Opi-^ 
nions^  but  under  the  Conduct  of  i?/ipArtid 
Reafon^  on  the  Account  of  the  many  and 
grofs  Errors^  to  which  the  contrary  'Practice 
will  fhame fully ^  and  una^-oidably  exptfe  us. 

And  ne  compares  thofe  Perfons,  who 
take  up  any  Notions  without  due  Exa- 
mination, to  the  defigning  Priefts  of 
Mithrasy  Bacchus^  Cybele^  or  Hecate^  or 
^ny  oth^r  Mock-Deity  of  the  Heathens, 

Foii 
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For  as  thefe  Impoftors  having  once 
got  the  Afcendant  over  the  common 
people,  who  were  grofly  ignorant,  cou-d 
turn  and  wind  thefe  harmlefs  Cattle,  as 
their  Intereft  or  Fancy  might  direO;.' 
So,  he  fays,  the  very  fame  Thing  was 
known  to  be  the  common  Practice  of 
the  Chriilians. 

Some  of  "^emj  fays  he,  neither  exAmi-^ 
ning  rvhat  it  xv^ts  that  they  believed  ;  nor 
caring  to  ke  examin^dy  wou*d  ufe  tlm  Ex- 
trejjioriy  don^t  examine  into  Matter s^  but 
believe  \  And  thy  Faith  will  infallibly  f^ve 
thee^  and  wou^d  freqt^ently  fay  with  an 
Air  of  affected  Gravity^  that  the  W if  dam 
of  thin  World  is  very  danger ot^s^  and  mif-^ 
chievot^Sy  but  Folly  is  a  mojl  admirable  and 
ufeful  Thing. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  if  all  Men 
couM  conveniently  leave  th^  Concerns 
of  Life,  and  had  Leifure  and  Inclina- 
tion to  bend  their  Minds  to  the  Study 
of  Philufophy,  I  fhouM  heartily  wifli, 
that  this  might  become  a  Univerf^l 
Practice,  tho'  Q  to  fpeak  modeftly,  and 
to  keep  within  due  Compafs)  I  think, 
J  may  fafely  fay,  that  the  fublime 
Doftrines  of  the  Chriliian  Religion^  the 
ihort  Hints  of  the  ^fe-mz/Z?  Prophets,  our 
Saviour'^s  Parables,  and  abundance  of 
other  Things  that  are  Simbolically  de? 
Jiver'd,  and  proposM  with  the  Sanftioa 
pi'  fi  Law,  are  not  more  involved,  and 

attended 
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attended  with  greater  Obfcurity,  than 
many  of  the  Opinions  which  are  ad- 
vanced and  maintained  by  the  Philofo- 
phers  themfelves.  Buf  if  the  Method 
which  I  have  mentioned,  and  before 
recommended,  be  imprafticable,  partly 
by  Reafon  of  Men's  natural  Incapaci- 
ties, \vho,  for  the  moft  Part,  are  very 
unfit  to  ^pply  their  Minds  to  Learn- 
ing, and  partly  by  Reafon  of  the  ne- 
ceifary  and  unavoidable  Cares  which 
attend  Humane  Life,  what  better  Way 
couM  any  one  have  contrived,  and  tak'% 
more  luited  to  the  Genius,  and  out- 
ward Circumflances  of  the  common 
People,  than  that  wlvxhoMvBleffedSa- 
njiour  took,  for  the  Converfion  of  a 
degenerate  World?  And  as  for  the  vaft 
Numbers  of  Perfons,  who  have  left 
thofe  horrid  Debaucheries,  in  which 
they  formerly  wallowM,  and  have  pro- 
fefsM  to  embrace  the  ChrlHim  Religion^ 
I  ask,  which  of  the  two  Methods  con- 
duces moft  to  their  Advantage,  and 
has  the  moft  natural  and  remarkable 
Tendency  to  the  general  Benefit  of  the 
Humane  Race,  to  reform  their  Man- 
ners, from  a  Senfe  of  thofe  moft  grie- 
vous Torments,  which  the  luft  God 
will  be,  as  it  were,  conftrainM  to  in- 
flict upon  the  wicked ,  and  of  that 
bright  and  maffy  Crown,  which  waits 
for   tl^e   Righreous,,    and  v/hich  they 

will 
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will  receive,  when  this  frail  anid  lliort 
Life,  "is;  ended,  tho'  they  don't,  ftand 
to  examine  the  Grounds  on  wliich  their 
Faith  is  built,  according  to  the  ftri£l 
Rules  of  Art,  or  to  defer  their  Con- 
verfion,  'till  they  have  a  fair  Oppor- 
tunity, and  Capacity,  to  apply  them' 
felves  to  rational,  and  learned  Studies  ? 
For  Experience  may  convince  us, 
that  very  tew,  in  a  comparative  Sence, 
will  advance  ev'a  fo  far  as  this,  and 
reap  the  Benefit  of  yielding  a  naked, 
but  well-grounded  Affent  to  the  Truths 
of  the  Chrisiian  Religion  ;  but  inftead 
of  that,  the  greateil  Part  of  Mankind 
are  fully  bent  upon  a  vicious  Courfe 
of  Life. 


C  H  A  P.       XL 


TH  E  Love  of  God  therefore ,  in 
fending  his  Son  into  the  World, 
do's  very  plainly  appear,  in  accom- 
modating Matters  to  the  Circum- 
fences  of  Humane  Life,  that  fo  the 
Gofpel  might  be  of  more  general 
Advantage  to  the  World,  and  this  is 
none  of  the  leaft  Powerful  Arguments, 
to  prove  tli^t  our  Blejfed  Saviour  had 

a 


Origen  againft  C^//»^}. 

a  Divine  Commiflion;    For,  if  a  Man, 
who  has  any  Manner  of  Religion,  will 
readily  acknowledge,  that  a  Fhyfitian, 
who  recovers  fick  Perfons,  is  fent  from 
God,  tho'  the  Cure  do's  extend  no  far- 
ther than  the  Bodies   of  his  Patients, 
much  more  mult  we  ackowledge,  that 
our  Saviour  was  indeed  fent  by  the  Fa- 
ther, who  has  recovered  fo  many  Thou- 
fands  of  Perfons  from  fpiritual,  and  more 
dangerous  Diflempers,  has  improvM  the 
Faculties  of  their  Minds,  and  prevailed 
with  'em,  to  depend  upon  the   Will, 
and   Providence   of  God,  to  refer  all 
their  Anions  to  the  pleafing  of  him, 
and  to  ufe  their  ucmoil  Care,  left  tliey 
incur  his  juft  and   fevere  Difpleafure, 
by    Thought,  Word,   or   Deed ;   and 
fince  our   Adverfaries  are  continually 
making  fuch  a  Stir,  about  our  taking 
^Things  on   Truft,  I   anfwer,  that   we 
who  fee  plainly,  and  have   found  the 
vaft    Advantage,     that  the    common 
Sort  of  People  do  manifeftly,  and  fre-^ 
quently  reap'thereby,  v/ho  make  up 
by  far  the   greater    Number,    I    fay. 
We,  who  are  fo  well  advis'd  of  thefe 
Things,  do   profeifedly  teach  them  to 
believe,  without  a  fivere  ExAmin/itio?^ 
who  can't  negleft   their  worldly  Bii- 
finefs,    and    fpare    Time   enough,    to 
make  long  and  exaft  Enquiries  into  the 
Grounds  of  our  Holy  Religion. 

And 
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And  our  Enemies  themfelves,  tlio' 
they  wo'n^t  confefs  it,  do  the  very 
fame  Thing,  by  which  we  incur  their 
Cenfure.  For  when  any  one  of  them, 
do^s  firft  devote  his  Time  and  Strength 
to  the  Study  of  Philofophy,  and  either 
by  fome  unexpefted  Accident,  or  the 
Tutor,  who  is.  firft  recommended  to 
his  Choice  ,  is  determined  to  fall  in 
with  a  particular  Seft  ;  don't  he  take 
it  for  granted,  that  he  has  pitched  on 
the  moft  happy  Method  ?  For  he  do'sn't 
ftay  'till  he  has  heard,  and  weigh'd 
the  Arguments,  that  may  be  brought 
for  one  Seft,  and  againft  another,  and 
fo  at  laft  choofe  to  be  a  Stoick,  PLu 
to^icky  Peripntetickj  or  Eficurean  Philo- 
fopher,  or  the  like.  For,  'tis  by  a  cer- 
tain Impulfe,  in  which  Reafon  is  little 
or  not  at  all  concerned,  that  the  Pre- 
ference is  frequently  given  to  the  Stoick 
Philofophy,  for  Inllance,  and  the  PU- 
tohick  IS  defpis'd,  as  being  lefs  fublime 
than  the  reft ;  and  the  Peripatetick^  as 
giving  too  great  an  Indulgence  to  hu- 
mane Frailty,  and  reprefenting,  more 
than  any  other  SeQ:,  thofe  Thmgs  to 
be  truly  'good,  which  are  generally, 
but  very  unjuftly  reputed  to  be  fo. 

And  there  are  fome,  who  being,  as 

it  were,    thunder-ftruck,    at  the  very 

mention  of  an  over-ruling  Providence, 

by  reafon  of  its  unequal  Diftribution 

^  of 
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its  Favours,  as  they  imagine  ^  do  raflily 
deny    tlmt    there  is  any  fuch    Thing, 
and  fondly  embrace   the  corrupt  and 
\vild  Notions  of  Epicurm,  .  If,  there- 
fore, according  to  the  Diftates  <>f  Rea- 
fon,  we  muft  joyn  our  feives  to  ibme 
Seft  of  Pliilofophers  or  other,    either 
among  the  Greeks  or  BarbAtkns^  with^ 
out  weighing  aU  the  Arguments  which 
may  be   brought  on  either  Side  •  how 
much  more  jufi:  and  reafonable  is  it^ 
that  we  fbou'd    holiQVQ   him   who  is 
GOD  over  ally  and  our  BlelTed  Saviour, 
who  teachesy  that  this  God  done  is  to 
be  worlliipp'd,    and   that  we  fliou'd 
raife  our  Alinds  above  thofe  Things, 
which  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  a 
true  Exiftence,  or  at  beft  are  very  im^ 
proper  Objeds  of  Divine  Adoration  ? 

'Tis  true,  that  only  one,  who  makes 
Ufe  of  Reafon  and  jevere  Study  in  exa* 
mining  the  Principles  he  holds,  is  ca- 
pable of  building  his  Faith  on  r^tlond 
DemonJlraXion. 

But  fince  we  are  forc'd  to  take 
many  Thmgs  on  Truft,  ev'n  in  the 
moft  common  and  ncceilary  Affairs  of 
Humane  Life,  is  it  not  highly  agree- 
able to  the  Dictates  of  folid  Reafon, 
that  we  fhou'd  immediately  and  firmly 
believe  in  God,  and  in  him  alonsi  ? 
Who  is  there  that  goes  fay  Sea,  marries, 
performs  the  Conjugal  Ad  y  or  lows 
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his  Ground,  that  will  not  hope  the  beft, 
tho'  nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
meet  with  Frequent  and  great  Difap- 
pointments? 

And  if  in  our  ordinary  arid  daily- 
Concerns,  we  overlook  the  uncertain 
Events  of  Things,  and  are  eacourag'd 
by  the  pleafing  ProfpeO:  which  our 
Faith  and  Hope  do  already  give  us, 
how  much  more  Reafon  is  there  for 
one,  who  puts  his  Truft  in  God,  to  ex- 
pert the  defir'd  Succefs  of  any  impor- 
tant Aftion,  than  there  is  for  one  who 
goes  by  Sea,  or  is  employed  in  any 
worldly  Affair,  I  fay,  how  much  more 
Reafon  is  there  for  fuch  a  One,  to 
place  his  entire  Confidence  in  God , 
the  glorious  Creator  of  the  fpacious 
Univerfe,  and  in  our  Bleffed  Saviour^ 
who  in  his  infinite  Wifdom,  thought 
it  fit  to  recommend  his  excellent  Da- 
ftrine  to  the  whole  habitable  World^ 
by  fuffering  for  Mankind  not  only 
cruel  Perfecutions,  but  alfo  a  Death) 
which  in  fome  Sence,  was  highly  ig- 
nominious^  and  by  his  own  moft  He-^ 
roick  Example ,  at  once  taught  and 
encoura2;'d  the  firft  Publifliers  of  the 
Goipel  boldly  to  encounter  the  great- 
eil  Difficulties,  and  the  moft  apparent- 
Dangers,  if  they  might  but  be  honou- 
rably and  happily  iaitrumental  to  fave 
precious  and  uiirnortal  Souls. 

C  K  H  F. 
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THEN  Celfm  fays,  If  they  mil  re- 
turn A  folid  Anfrver  to  jofne  ferti^ 
n'ent  Queflions^  which  I  Jhall  fairly  pro-' 
fofs  to  "^em  (  not  as  if  I  tvere  unM^ 
quainted  with  the  Opinions^  rvbi'sh  they 
hoidy  hut  hecaufe  I  love  to  cherijh  the 
tender  Concern  j  which  I  naturally  have 
for  the  Good  of  ^  Mankind  in  general  ) 
"^ twill  he  very  ^welL  But  if  they  reftife 
to  comply  with  this  mofl  reafonahl^  and 
highly  neceffary  Requefi  which  1  make  td 
^em^  and  run  into  their  Gomrnon  Caiit^ 
^nd  fny^  Don't  examine  into  Matters^ 
but  believe  ;  fure  "'tis  ft  at  leaft^  that 
they  jhou'^d  he  fo  civil^  as  to  tell  me  what 
Notions  they  advance >^  and  whence  their 
Original  was  deriv'^d. 
.To  which  I  anfwer  ,  that  tliofe 
Words,  Not  as  if  I  were  unacquainted 
with  the  Opinions  which  they  hold  | 
do  not  a  little  favour  of  his  ufuai 
Prefumption. 

For  if  he  had  read  the  PropKers, 
which  are  full  of  very  obfcure  Hinrs^ 
myftical  Reprefentations,  and  Expref- 
|ionS|  that  every  One  don't  eafily,  or 

E  2  per- 
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perhaps  tolerably  uncferftand','  and  if 
he  had   carefully,   and  candidly  read 
the  -  .Pajables-^-^tliai:-.  are , Jfcattered.  ..up 
and  down  in  the  Gofpels,   and  thofe 
Parts  of  Scripture,  which  contain  the 
JewiJIj  La;^'  and  Hittory;   and  if  hav- 
ing read  the  Writings  of  the  Apoftles 
without  a  Tin£ture  of  Prejudice,   he 
had  put  himfelf  id  a  Capacity  of  lih-^ 
derftanding   their    genuine  Meaning  ^ 
and  full  Defign ,  he   wou'dn't,   with 
luch    an    Air   of   Confidence,    have- 
boafted,   that    hevvas   perfeftly    ac- 
quainted with  all  the  Opinions  whicli^ 
the  Chrrftians  hoid.  -     ^  .     ^    ^    >       \ 

For  no  Divme,  ev'n  atnorig  our 
felves,  wllofe  conftant,  laborious,  arid 
almoft  entire  Employment  it  is,  to  bo 
converfant  with  thofe  facred  Writings,- 
do's  dare  to  talk  with  fuch  an  Air  of 
Vanity.  Nor  do  any  of  us  pretend  to 
i  perfefl:  Acquaintance  with  the  Opi- 
nions of  PlatOj  ArijlotUy  Eftourm^  or 
xxi^Stoicks^  when  ev'n  they,  who  have 
undertaken  to  interpret  the  Writings  of 
thefe  famous  Philofophers,  are  fo  un- 
happy as  to  differ  among  them.felves, 
and  quarrel  with  each  other. 

But  perhaps  Celj\ps  might  borrow  this 
bold  Exprcilion  from  fome  ignorant 
People,  who  were  not  fenfible,  that  in- 
deed they  knew  nothing  at  all,  and  Fm 
apt  to  think,  that  thefe  were  the  pro- 
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found  Do£torSj  if  the  Truth  was  known, 
to  whom  he's  indebted  for  that  compre- 
iienfive  Knowledge,  of  which  he  makes 
his  Boaft, 

And  to  me^  he  feems  to^  do  juft  like 
,one,  who  travelling  into  E^ypt  ('where 
the  learned    Clergy    talk   very  Philo- 
ipphicajly  concerning  their  facred  Rites, 
hut  the  common  People  are  wonder- 
fuhy  pleas'd  with  hearing  fome  dark 
Fables  related  to  'em^  the  rational  Ac- 
count of  which  they  don't  in  the  leafl: 
*  underftand  j  do's  immediately  hereupon 
'imagine,  that  he's  perfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  Learning  and  Religionof  the 
Egypians^  tho'  he   never  conversed  in 
a  familiar  manner,  with    any  of  their 
Priefts,  or  with  any  Perfons  that,  ex- 
plaixi'd   to   him  what  is  fignify'd  by 
their   myfterious  Hierogljvhkks,    An'd 
what  I  have  faid.  of  the  EgyftUns^  may 
as  well    be  faid  of  the  Perfims^     6}- 
riaf7s^    Indians  J    and  all  other  Nations 
that  veil  their  Religion,    as  it  were, 
with  fignificant,   but  very  myfterious^ 
Ceremonies. 


E  I  Chap.* 
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Chap.     XIII. 


IJ  T   fince    Celfu^    has  laid  this 
_  ^  down  a.s  one  of  the  Maxims  oi 
the  Chriftians ,    that  the  Wifdom  of 
this  World  is  very  dangerous  and  mif- 
chievoqs  ;    but  Folly  is  a  moft  admi- 
rable and  ufeful  Thing ;   I  anfwer,  he 
don't  fairly   reprefent  the    Words   of 
the  ApolHe  Pml^  which  run  after  the 
^.  Cor /lii.  folio  wing   Manner,  If  any  Mm  among 
'y.  i%.you  feems   to  be  wife,  in  this   World^    let 
him  become  a  Fool  that  he  may  be  voife^ 
for  the  Wifdom  of  this  World,  k  fopltfh^ 
r/efs   with  Qod, 

He  don'c  fimply  fay,  that  Wifdom 
is  FoolilJjrjefs  with  God,  but  prudently 
confines  his  Difcourfe  to  the  Wifdom  of 
this  Worlds  and  don't  fimply  f^y,  If  any 
Man  among  you  feems  to  be  wife,  lee 
him  immediately  become  a  Fool ;  but  tf 
(iTiy  Man  among  you  feems  to  be  wife  in, 
this  World,  let  htm  become  a  Fool,  that 
he   may  be   wife.^ 

By  the  Wt/dom  of  this  World,  I  un- 
derftand  th'sct'vain  Phuofophy,  in  a  com^- 
parative  Sence ,    which   the  Scripture 

do's 
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do's  fo  jultly,  io  frequently,  and  fo  fe^ 
yerely  condemn.  And  fo  Folly  is  a  ' 
moft  admirable  and  ufeful  Thing,  not 
ftriftly  confiderM,  but  in  this  limited 
Sence,  when  a  Perfon  becomes  a  Fool 
in  the  Efteem  of  this  vain  and  dege- 
nerate World. 

'Ti§  )ufl:  the  fame  Thing,  as  if  any 
one  fliouM  fay,  that  the  PUtonicksj  who 
believe  the  Immortahty  of  the  Soul, 
and  tl\e  Dodrine  of  its  Tranfniigration, 
have  i^mbrac'd  ridiculous  Opinions ; 
that  is,  Xhey  are  fuch  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  Simksy  who  endeavour  to  over- 
throw it,  and  of  the  Peripateticks^  who 
infult  over  Plato^  as  if  he  were  a  Mad- 
pian ;  and  of  the  Epcuream^  who  re- 
proach them  th^t  believe  a  God,  and 
an  over-ruling  Providence,  as  being 
the  unhappy  Authors  of  all  the  wild 
Superftition,  that  was  ever  brought 
into  the  World. 

And  if  there  were  Occafion,  I  cou'd 
make  it  appear,  that  tho'  'ds  much 
iDetter  for  them,  who  have  Opportu- 
nity, and  Capacity,  to  build  their  Faith 
on  rational  and  convincing  Arguments, 
than  to  take  Things  on  Truft  ;  yet 
our  Bleffed  Saviour  wouM  have  Perfons 
of  mean  Capacities,  and  under  fome 
peculiar  Circumftances,  to  believe  with- 
out a  fevere  Exammation^  fince  other- 
wife  we  can't  fuppofe,  that  the  Gofpel 

E  A  wou'd 
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wouM  be  op  any  Advantage  to  'emi 
So  much  is  intimated  by  St.  Paul  iri 

t  Cor.  i.  t:he  following  Words,  Jjter  that  in  the 

^'  "^^'IVifdam  of  God,    the   World  by  Wifdom 

hf€\v    not    God ,    it   fl^^s^d  God  by   the 

Foolijhnefs  of  Preaching  to  ftve  them  that 

believe , 

Hence  it  is  plain,  that  in  the  Wifdom 
of  God  the  World  ought  to  have  known 
him,  and  becaufe  they  fo  grofly  faiPd 
herein ,  it  pleas'd  God  to  fave  them 
who  believe  in  the  fore-mentionM  Way^ 
^iz..  By  the  Preaching  of  a  Doftrine, 
which  was  FooHfhnefs  in  the  Judg- 
ments of  many  thoufands,  ev'n  of  ju- 
dicious and  learned  Perfons.  St.  Paul 
himfelf  was  not  ignorant  of  this,  when 

t  Cor.  i.he  usVl  thefe  Words,  We  preach  Chriji 
^*  '^^*  crucify' d  ^  to  the  Jews  a  Stumbling-^ 
Block  ^  and  to  the  Greeks  Foolijhnefs  ; 
but  to  them  who  believe,  both  Jews  and 
Greeks,  the  Wifdom  of  God ,  and  the 
Power  of  Godf 


Chap, 
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Chap.     XIV. 


N  D  fiace  Celfi^  has  reckonM  up 

^  feveral    Nations  who  agree  ia 

thelF  Opinions,  and  ( I  know  not  for 
what  Reafon)  leaves  out  the  Jews, 
as  if  they  held  none  ^  that  did  beau 
the  leafl:  Refemblance  with  tbofe  which 
the  reft  of  the  World  maintaiaM,  I 
wouM  ask  him,  why  he  believes  the 
Accounts  which  are  giv'a  by  the  Hifto- 
rians,  both  aniong  the  Greeks  and  Bar-  \ 
hdriansy  and  disbelieves  what  is  fre- 
quently, and  credibly  related  in  the 
^ewijh  Hiftory. 

For  if  all  other  Hiftorlans  hai-e  giv'a 
a  faithful  Account  of  the  Antiquities 
of  the  feveral  Nations  from  which  they 
fprung,  why  fiiouM  the  Jewtjh  Writers 
be  the  only  Perfqns  in  the  World 
fufpefted  of  grofs  Deceit  f  And  If 
Mojes  and  the  Prophets  have  faid  many 
Things  in  Favour  of  the  Jews^  may  not 
the  very  fameThing  be  chargM  upon  all, 
or  far  the  greateft  Part  of  prophane  Hi~ 
ftorians;  Muft  we  give  Credit  to  the 
^fVnnals  of  the  EgjptUns^  v/hich  repre- 

.   ,'  -:     .    ■■■         [   ;'       '..  .       •  isnt 
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fent  the  Jews  as  a  ftrange  Sort  of 
People,  and  belie  v^e,  that  all  that  the 
Jews  fay  againft  the  Egypt ims^  viz.  That 
they  treated  'em  in  a  moft  barbarous 
Manner ,  and  for  that  Reafon  were 
juftly  and  feverely  punifhM  by  God, 
is  a  ridiculous  Fable  ?  I  might  fay  the 
fame  Thing  of  the  AjfyrUns^  who,  if 
we  may  believe  their  own  Hiftorians, 
were  anciently  engagM  in  long  and 
bloody  V2.rs  with  thofe  of  the  Jewijk 
Nation.  And  the  Jewijh  Writers  (  for 
perhaps  I  fbouM  be  thought  to  fpeak 
from  Prejudice,  if  I  fliouM  call  'em 
Prophets )  make  freoueat  Mention  of 
their  War§  ^vich  the  Affyriam. 

See  therefore,  how  CeTfus  is  led  afide 
by  Prejudice,  which  he's  fo  r^ady  tq 
charge  others  with,  when  he  readily 
believes  fome  Natiqns  to  be  extreamly 
wife,  and  highly  efteems  their  Hifto- 
ries,  as  being  entirely  authentick,  and 
condemns  thofe  of  other  Nations  as? 
being  falfe,  and  void  ev'n  of  cpmrnon 
Sence, 


C  H  A  F-' 
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Chap.     X  V^ 


Obferve  his  Words, 
?^T^  IS   an  Opmiony    fays  he,    that  is 

JL  generally  jfeceiv'*d  by  the  Jlncients^ 
in  which  nqt  only  fame  few  wife  Men , 
but  entire  Nations ^  and  thofe  not  a  little 
remarkable  for.  Sence  4nd  Learnings  have 
readily  and  unanimoufly  agreed. 

He  took  fpecial  Carp  aot  ^Q  reckon 
the  ^ews  among  the  wife  Nations  of 
|:he  World,  as  if  they  were  valHy  infe-- 
rior  in  refpeft  of  Wifdom  to  the  'Egyfr 
tianSj  A([yrianSy  Indians^  PerJianSy  Odryfi^ 
Samothraciansy  and  the  Eleufmii, 

But  how  much  dq^s  Numenim  thp 
Pythagorean  deferve  to  be  prefer^  be- 
fore him ,  who  has  made  his  Nam^ 
immortal  by  his  uncommon  Eloquence, 
has  tak^n  llich  Care  in  his  impartial 
Enquiries  into  Truth,  and  heapM  up 
fp  many  good  Authorities  to  confirm 
his  excellent  and  elaborate  Notions  ? 
This  learned  A^^^hor  in  his  Book  -arse? 
^'fit>A^«  fpeaking  of  thofe  Nations,  that: 
held  God  to  be  incorporeal,  has  rec- 
kpn'd  the  "l^ews  among  'em.  He  alfQ 
"    /     '^  makes 
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makes  mention  of  fome  PalTages  in 
the  Writings  of  the  Prophets ,  which 
he  takes  in  an  Allegorical  Sence, 

'Tis  reported  alfo,  that  Hermippm 
in  his  firft  Book  ^ip.  vgua^irwv  acquaints 
us,  that  Pj^/>/?^t?r/^ir  borrow'^d  his  Phi- 
loibphy  from  the  'Jews^  and  taught  it 
to  the  Greeks ,  and  there  is  extant 
//e^^/4:;^/s  Hillory  of  the  jP^ir^j,  wherein 
he  do's  fo  highly  commend  the  Wifdoni 
of  that  People,  that-  Herennm  Phih  in 
a  Book,  that  he  has  writ  concerning 
'em,  feems  inchn'd  to  think  it  fpurious^^ 
and  after\vards  fays,  that  if  it  be  really 
genuine,  tis  probable,  he  was  inwardly 
a  Con\^ert  to  the  Rehgion  w^hich  they 
profefs. 

But  I  wonder  in  my  Heart  how  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  Celjh  fhouM  reckon 
'tip  the  Odryf^y  SamothracUnSj  Eleujimi^ 
and  Hjperkorely  as  being  famous  at  once 
for  their  Wifdom,  and  Antiquity,  and 
make  no  mention  of  the  Jews^  for  the 
Egyptians y  FhccnicUnSy  and  Greeks^  do 
by  their  own  Hiftory,  give  fufficient 
and  ample  Teftimony  to  the  Antiquity 
of  that  People,  which,  I  thought,  'twas 
needlefs  for  me  to  produce.  For  any 
one,'  that  reads  Jofepfmsh  two  Books 
oi  Xhcjewfft?  Antiquities,  may  fee  there 
a  long  Catalogue  of  Authors  ,  who 
confirm  the  Truth  of  this  Matter  by 
their  concurringTeftim.ony.' And  Tatim^ 
r  '   .  '  :  who 
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who  writ  aftef  him,  has  made  a  learned 
Difcourfe  agaihft  the  ^Gentilesy  wherein 
he  cjiiotes^abundance  of. Authors,  who 
have  v/rit  conGcrnihg  the  Anttt^uity  of 
the  "^ews^  and  of  JWict/^^j  in  particular. 

So  that  Cel[i4^s  feems  to  m€  to  talk 
at  this  extravagant  Rate,  rather  froni 
implacable  Malice,   than  out  of  Zeal 
for  Truth,  defigning  to  reproach  the 
Chriiiian  Religion  (  which  has  fo  clofe 
a  Connection  with'  that  of  the  Jewifi 
Nation)    on  the  Account  of  its  Ori- 
ginal,   which  he   fuppofes  to  he  late 
and  mean.      And  he  fays,    that   the 
GaUttofhagi  of  Horner^  xh^  Drurds  of 
the  Gmls^  and  the  Get^  (  who  agreed 
with  the  ^^^-jj?/  in  feme  Opinions,;but 
have  no  Writings  .extant,  that  I  know 
of/  are  remarkable  for  their  Wifdom 
and  Antiquity.     But  he  levels  all  his 
Malice  at  the  "Jervs^   and  will  neither 
allow  'em  to  be  wile  nor  ancient. 

Then  giving  us  a  Catalogue  of  wife 

and  ancient  Perfons,   who  were  ufefui 

to  their  Contemporaries  by  their  bright 

Example,  and  to  Pofterity  by  their  ad-= 

mirable    Writings  ,    he  has   purpofely 

left  Mofes  out  of  the  Num.ber  of  Men 

remarkable    for   their    Wifdom ,    tho^ 

Linm^  who  is  put  at  the  Head  of  'em, 

*  has    left    behind   him  no  Laws,    nor 

Books,    for    the    Regulation    of    So- 

cieties/-  or  Reformation  of  Manners , 

whereas 
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whereas  Mofes\  Laws  are  diligently 
obfervM  by  art  entire  arid  populous 
Nation,  by  whofe  Means  they  have 
been  difFusM,  almoft  thro'  the  whole 
habitable  World. 

Take  Notice  therefore,  of  the  unac- 
Countalble  Malice  by  which  Celjm_  is 
aded,  who  fays  nothing  of  Mofis^  biit 
mentions  Linus,  Mujam,  OrfhekSy  Phe- 
recjdesy  Zj^roafier  the  Perfiaf?,  and  Pythd* 
goras,  with  abundance  of  Honour,  a^ 
having  giv'n  wife  and  wholefom  Pre- 
cepts to  Mankind,  and  tak'n  prudent 
and  due  Cafe  to  tranfmit  'em  to  Pofte- 
rity  by  their  Writings,  which  are  ex- 
tant at  this  very  Day. 

And  I  fuppofe,  he  defignedly  omitted 
to  fpeak  of  the  ridiculous  Fables  (  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Writings  of  Orpheus  J 
which  attribute  humane,  and  ev'n  ex- 
orbitant Paflions  to  their  pretended 
Peities* 


CiiAi^e 


Ori|e»  againft  Celfm.       7^9 


G  H  A  p.     XVI. 


THEN  he  finds  great  Fault  with 
the  Mofalcal  Hiltory,   and   can't 
bear,    by  any  Means,    that  it  fhou'd 
be  tak'n  in  an  Allegorical  Sence.    But 
one  might  ask  this  mighty  Man  (  who 
calls  his  Book  by  the  Name  of  Jf  True 
Relation  )  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
he'^s   able  to  difcover   the  moft  pro- 
found Myfteries  in  the  ftrange  Acci- 
dentSj   which   according  to  his   own 
admired  Poets   and    Philofophers^    have 
befalPn  his  Gods  and  Goddeffes,  which 
have  been  polluted  with  Inceft,  have 
contended  with  their  Fathers  and  made 
'em  Etmmhs^  and  done   many  immo- 
deft  Aftions  of  the  like  Nature  (  which 
might  be   mentioned,   if  Occafion  of- 
fered )  but  when  Mofes  don't  fay  any 
Thing  that  is  comparable  to  this,   of 
the  great   God  whom  lie  ador'd,   or 
of  the  Angels,  or  of  Men  ("for  he  don't 
reprefent  ev'n  them,    as  making  fucli 
a    bold    Attempt    as   that    of  Saturn 
againft  his  Father^  or  that  of  Jupiter 
ao-ainft  Saturri.  ®r  that  of  the  Inceft^ 

whica 
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which    the   Father  of  the  Gods  and 
Men  commicted  with  his  Daughter) 
Ce/J^s  treats  ev^a  the  famous  Lawgiver 
of  the  JepJSy  as  a  notorious  and  fhameful 
Impoilor,    and  takes  the  People,  who 
are  governed  by  his  Laws  to  be  weak, 
and    extreamiy   credulous^      Here  he 
feems  to  me  to  act  Uke  Thrajjmachus 
in  P/Wt?,  who  will  not  fufFer  Socrates 
to  ftaie  his  Notion  of  Juftice,  but  fays, 
Have  A  Care  hor>j  you  fay^  that  Expediency ^ 
or  Decency^  or  any  fuch  Thing  is  'Juflice. 
For   reproaching,    as  he  thinks,    the 
Mo/dick    Hittory,    and   blaming  them 
feverely,  who  take  it  in  an  Allegorical 
Sence,  tho^  he  acknowledges,    that  of 
the  two   they    arc  m-ore    pardonable^ 
than  they   who  literally  interpret  it  ; 
and  having  formed    his  Accufation  to 
his  Mind,  he  wou'd  deny  us  the  juft 
Liberty  of  making  our  own  Apology. 
But  we  openly  challenge  any  Perfoa 
who   may   efpoufe  his  Caufe,   to   let 
Author  againll  Author,  and  may  ad- 
drefs  our  felves  to  him  after  the  fol- 
lowing Manner,    Pray  Sir,  be  pleas'd 
to  produce  the  Poems  which  were  writ 
by  Limi^^    Mul\tm^    and  Orpheus^    and 
the    Hlftory  which  was  publifh'd  by 
Pherecydesj  and  compare  'em  with  the 
Laws  which  Mofes  gave  to  the  Jeivt(h 
Nation  ;    Examine    which   have   the 
greateil ,  and  moft  general  Influence 
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on  the  Minds  of  Men,  and  impartially 
eonfider  how  few  of  the  Writings  of 
thofe  celebrated  Authors,  which  you 
have  reckonM  up,  had  any  tolerable 
Effeft,  efpecially  on  the  common  People, 
llnce,  according  to  your  own  Confeflion, 
they  were  defignM  for  them,  who  were 
capable  of  underftandiiig  Allegories. 
Whereas  Mofes  afted  the  Part  of  a 
Skillful  and  Divine  Orator,  who  makes 
tfe  of  Expreffions  that  admit  of  diffe-* 
rent  Sences,  neither  giving  the  Laity 
among  the  Jews  a  Handle  for  the  lealt 
Irregularity  in  their  Morals,  nor  want- 
ing Matter  for  the  fublime  Specula- 
tions of  thofe  who  are  more  judicious, 
learned,  and  inquifitive. 

And  I  don't  fee,  I  confefs,  that  the 
Works  of  your  Poets,  with  all  their 
Wifdotn,  are  preferv'd,  what  Service 
foever  they  might  do  the  Publick, 
But  the  Books  of  Mofes  have  prevaiPd 
with  them ,  whofe  Opinions  and 
Cuftoms,  are  vaftly  different  fi-om  thofe 
which  obtain  among  the  Jewifh  Na- 
tion, to  believe,  that  according  to  the 
Account  he  gives,  the  Laws  which  are 
contained  in  'em,  were  giv'n  him  by 
the  great  God  hirafelf,  the  glorious 
Creator  of  the  fpacious  Univerie.  For 
'twas  agreeable  to  the  Diftaces  of  his 
infinite  V/ifdom,  that  fince  it  was  his 
Will  to  give  Laws  to  the  Woild,  they 

F  ihou'd 
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fhouM  carry  along  with  'em  that  Force 
and  EflBcacy,  without  which  'twas  im- 
poffible  for  'em  fo  readily,  and  fo  uni- 
verfally  to  obtain. 

This,  I  fay,  not  examining  at  prefent, 
what  has  in  immediate  Relation  to  our 
Bleffed  Saviour ;  but  contenting  my  felf 
with  what  relates  to  Mofes^  who]  tW 
he  came  infinitely  fhort  of  che  Holy 
and  Unfpotted  J  E  S  U  S  ,  did  vaftly 
excel  your  moft  /Celebrated  HerpeSy 
whether  Pi?^//,  HifiorUnsy  or  Phtlo- 
^ovhers,  ""'' 


C  H  A  P. 


V  » 


'•IP  HEN  OZ/k  being  defirous,  and 
X      ev'n   eager,  to    caft  an  oblique 

"''Reflection  upon  the  Account,  which 
Mo^es  gives  of  the  Creation  of  the 
World,  according  to  whom  it  wants 
a  greit  Deal  of  the  Duration  of  Ten 

-  thoufand  Year$,  difcovers  hirafelf,  tho* 
he  do's  wliat  he  can,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  conceal,  or  dilfemble'  his  Opinion, 
to  be  one  of  them,  who  hold  the  Eter- 
nity of  the  Materid  World. 

Any 
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Any  judicious  Perfon  may  juftJy,  and 
eafily  infer  this  from  that  PaiTage  of 
his,  There  have  heen^  fays  he,  iri  all  Jges 
of  the  World  J  many  Conflagrations^  and 
InundationSy  the  laji  of  which  was ^Dqu-^ 
calioaV  Flood^  and  that  is  of  no  early 
Date. 

,  Let  iiirn  therefore,  efpepially  fince 
he  blames  the  Chriftians,  for  not  build- 
ing their  Faith  on  rational  and  fohd 
Grounds,  acquaint  me,  what  Demon- 
ftrative  Arguments  do  of  NecefTity  in- 
duce him  to  believe,  that  There  ha've 
been  fever al  Conflagrations  and  Inundations^ 
and  that  I)eucaUonV  wa4  the  I  at  eft  Flood^ 
and  Phaetpn^s  Conflagration  the  lateflt 
that  has  ever  happened.  -  And  if  he 
refers  me  to  Plato'^s  Dialogues,  concern^ 
ing  thofe  Matters,  I  fliall  return  him 
the  following  Anfvver,  that  ws  have 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  virtuous 
and  refin'd  Soul  o^  Mofes^  which  was 
raised  above  allfenffble  Objefts,  and  all 
created  Beings,  and  had  its  entire  and 
firm  Dependance  upon  God,  was  iili'd 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  enabPd  him 
to  fet  Divine  Truths  in  a  much  clearer 
Light  than  Flato^  or  any  of  the  ancient 
Sages,  whether  Greeks  or  Barbarians. 

But  perhaps  he  may  demand  of  us, 
Vv'hat  rational  Grounds  we  have  for 
fuch  a  Belief  as  this.  If  fo,.  let  him 
firft  give  us  his  Reafons  for  the  Opi- 

F  2  nioa 
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frion  which  he  holds,  and  advances, 
ev'n  without  the  Shadow  of  a  De- 
monftration,  and  then  FU  undertake^ 
that  he  fliall  foon  be  acquainted  with 
the  Grounds,  on  which  our  Faith  in 
this  AiFair  is  built,  tho'  I  can^t  but 
take  Notice,  that  forely  againft  his 
Will,  he  confefs'd  the  World  was  of 
a  modern  Date,  and  not  of  the  Dura- 
tion of  Ten  thoufand  Years,  when  be 
faid,  Th^t  thefe  remarkal^k  Events  were 
eJieerrPd  ancient  hy  the  Greeks,  heeauft 
the  Conflagrations  and  Inundations  have 
been  Means  to  bury  in  Oblivion^  many 
conjtderable  Events  of  much  greater  An-^ 
tiquity. 

But  let  him,  if  he  pleafe^y  fupporC 
his  fabulous  Account  of  Conflagrations 
and  Inundations,  by  the  Authority  of 
the  Egyptian  Doftors,  who,  in  his  Opi- 
nion, were  the  wifeft  Men  that  were 
ever  born  into  the  World,  ibme  Foot- 
fteps  of  whofe  profound  Wifdom  may 
be  feen,  in  their  paying  Divine  Wor- 
fhip  to  the  Brute  Beafts  themfelves , 
and  in  thofe  very  Arguments,  which 
they  bring  to  juilify  and  recommend 
the  Symbolical  Rites,  that  are  made 
ufe  of  in  the  Religion  of  their 
Country. 

The  Egyptians  forfboth,  who  endea- 
vour to  give  fome  Colour  of  Reafon 
for  tl^ir  myftical  Ceremonies,  by  their 

Theo« 
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Theological  Speculations ,  muft  pafe 
for  Men  of  moft  admirable  Vifdom, 

but  one ,  who  in  Obfervance  X)f  the 
Jeivijh  Law,  refers  every  Thing  to  the 
^/ejfed  GO  D^  of  rvhom^  and  thro*  whom^ 
and  to  whom  are  all  Things  ,  is'  more 
ignorant  ( if  we  may  give  any  heed 
to  Celfm  ,  and  Men  of  his  unhappy 
Principles,)  than  they,  who  don't  only 
diflionour  the  Deity,  by  paying  divine 
Adoration  to  Creatures  enduM  with 
Reafon,  but  cv'n  by  paying  it  to  thofe 
%yhich  are  inanimate,  under  a  Pretence 
of  I  know  not  what  imaginary  Tranf- 
migration  of  the  Sotil^  which  they  make 
to  defcend  from  Heav'n ,  and  pafs 
into  the  Bruits,  ev'n  into  thofe  of  'em, 
which  are  of  the  moft  favage  and  cruqj 
Plfpofition. 

An4  it  feenis  the  Egyptians,  who  hide 
their  Religion  under  the  facred  Veil 
of  fignificant,  but  obfcure  Figures,  da 
challenge  from  us  the  profoundeft  Re-? 
Verence,  but  Mofes  forfooth,  who  has 
livrit  a  faithful  and  ufeful  Hiftory  of 
the  Jewijh  Nation,  and  left  'em  whol- 
fome  Laws  for  the  Regulation  of  their 
Conduft,  both  in  a  private  and  pub^ 
lick  Capacity,  has  only,  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  Celfks  ,  and  the  Epicureans  ^ 
amus'd  'em  with  empty  and  ridiculous 
Fables,  that  will  not  adniit,  ey'a  of  an 
Allegorical  Interpretation. 

'  F  J  Chap* 
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THEN  he  fays,  That  Mofes  hav^ 
mg  borrowed  bis  Qf^inions  from  this 
mje  and  doc^uent  People^  meaning  the 
Egyptians,  got  himfelf  a  frodigiotis  and 
iinacQount able  Name.  To  which  I  an- 
fwer,  that  'tis  no  Wonder  at  all,  if 
Mofes  borrpwM  fome  Notions  from  the 
Wife  Men  that  liv-d  in  Egypt  before 
him,  and  introducM  'em,  with  fome 
little  Difference,  or  great  Improvement 
among  his  Country-men  the  '^ews. 

Aqd  without  all  doubt  he  deferves 
to  be  blamM  feyerely,  if  he  has  ad- 
vanc'd  fuch  Notions  ^s  bear  neither 
the  Charafters  of  Truth,  nor  Wifdom, 
but  if  he  has  embracM  and  taught  thofe 
Opinions,  which,  according  to  Qelfm\ 
own  Cpnfeffion  ,  are  both  true ,  an4 
wife  \  I  can^t  conceive  that  he  has  done 
any  Thing,  whereby  he  might  juftly 
jncur  his  Cenfure* 

I  wifli,  with  all  my  Heart,  tjiat  £//- 
zuYusrf  and  Ar'ifiotle^  who  do's  not  fo 
direftly,  and  fo  grofly  4?^y  ^^  Pver^ 
rilling  Providence  as  th^  pther  do's, 
\  U:^^  \  wift^  with  all  my  Heart,  that 
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they  and  the  Stojcks^   who  hold  that 
.God  is  corporeal,  had  been  inftrufted 
in  that  Heav'nly  DoQrine,   that  was 
delivered  hy  Mofes  ^    that   the  World 
might  not  ib  much  aboundj  as  it  do's, 
with  Authors  that  abfolutely  deny  a 
Providence^  or  confine  it  within  vtvy 
narrow  Bounds,  or  introduce  a  corpo- 
real and    corruptible   Principle,    info- 
much  that  the  Stotcks  hold  God  him- 
felf  to  be  nothing  more  than  Matter, 
and  are  not  afhamM  to  acknowledge 
that  he  undergoes  the  various  Changes 
©to  which  Bodies  are  fubjefl,  or  thac  if 
he  is  fo  happy  as  to  be  incorruptible, 
'tis  for  no  other  Reafon,    but  becaufe 
there's  no  Objeci  from  without,  that 
has  any  Power  to  corrupt  him. 

But  the  Jewi[h  and  Chrtjii^n  Do£lrine, 
which  preferve  the  pure  Nature  and  Im.- 
mutability  of  God  inviolable,  is  efteem'd 
impious  by  CVi/^/,  becaufe 'tis  moft  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  thofe  extravagant 
Notions,  which  greatly  derogate  trom 
the    infinite  Honour,     thac    is  due  to 
the  Supream  fand  Adorable  Majefty, 
and  teaches  us  when  we  addrefs  the 
Throne  of   Grace,  to  fay,  Lord^  thou? fa,  cii. 
Art  always    the    fame ,    and   reprefents     ^-  ^7. 
God    acquainting   us,   that    he   never  Mai,  ni 
change  $<>  v*^v 

F  4  Thc0 
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Then  Celft^s^  not  condemning  Cir-* 
cutncifion,  which  is  in  ufe  among  the 
Jews,  fays,  They  borrowed  that  Cujiom 
Jrom  the  Egyptians,  and  gives  greater 
Credit  to  the  latter  than  he  does  to 
Mofes^  who  affures  us,  that  Abraham 
w^as  the  firft  Perfon,  who  brought  Cir* 
cumcifion  into  Ufe.  And  AbrahanPs 
Name,  and  his  great  Familiarity  with 
God,  is  not  only  mentioned  by  Mofes 
in  his  Writings,  but  alfo  by  the  Magi^^ 
dans  tbemfelves.  who  in  the  porniu- 
laries  of  their  own  horrid  JQevotiony  have 
this  Expreflion,  The  G^d  bf  Abrahamy 
fignifying  thereby  the  Intimacy,  that 
there  was  between  the  great  God  him- 
felf,  and  this  eminently-virtuous,  and 
holy  Man, 

For  'tis  on  this  Account  they  per* 
form  their  Magical  Operations  in  the 
Name  ofTh^  God  of  Abraham y  tho'  they 
are  far  from  knowing  who  tliis  Abraham 
>va:s.  The  fame  may  be  faid  oi  Jfaac^ 
"Jacobs  or  Jfrael^  wbiph,  tho'  they  are 
Hebrew  NameSj  are  frequently  made  ufe 
of  by  the  Egyptians  themlelyes,  who 
pretend  they  can  do  prodigious,  and 
ev'n  miraculous  Things  by  the  Help 


of  M^gick. 
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But  'tis  not  my  Bufinefs  at  pre* 
fent,  to  give  any  farther  Account  of 
Circumcifion,  which  began  at  Abra-^ 
hamj  and  was  abolilh'd  by  our  BlelTed 
Saviour. 

'Twill  be  more  to  my  Purpofe,  to 
anfwer  the  fevere  Acculations,  which 
Celfus  brings  againft  the  Jewtjb  Reli- 
gion in  general,  who  thinks  be  gains 
nis  Point,  and  effedually  overthrows 
Chriftianity ,  if  he  can  but  make  a 
fuccefsful  Attempt  againft  the  Jewifi^ 
Syftemy  on  which  the  Doftrine  of  our 
Saviour  is  acknowledged  to  be  moft 
evidently  built^ 


Chap.  XIX. 


TH  E  N  he  fays,  That  a  Company 
of  Meny  that  looked  after  Sheep^  and 
Goats  Jkeing  left  to  the  Condu^  of  Mofes, 
tvere  fo  grojlj  deceived  hy  him,  that  he  made 
^em  helievey  there  was  no  other  God  but 
one. 

Let  him  fliow  therefore,  fince  he 
thinks  they  did,  without  juft  Caufe, 
oppofe  the  Worfhip  of  a  Plurality  of 
GQdS;>  I  fayj  let  him  Ihow^  whether^ 


on  rational  Grounds,  he  can  eftabiifh 
the  Polytheijm  both  of  the  Greeks  and 
Barbarians.  Let  him  fliow  the  Sub-' 
ftance  and  EfTence  of  Mnemofyne^  On 
whom  Jupiter  begait  the  Mufesyov  of 
nemuj  on  whom  he  begat .  the  Hofirs^ 
Let  him  fhow  the  Subfiftence  ':f  the: 
Graces^  which  are  always  repreieated^ 
Naked:  ■•  ■^^'^  /  ■        ■■'.  f-^   • 

'  But  I'm  confident,  he'll  never  be  abfe^ 
to  prove  from  the  Things-  themielves, 
that  the    Gads    of  the  Gr^^X^j,  which  ^^ 
have  Bodies  attributed  to 'em,  do  de- 
fer ve  the  Name  cA  Deity s:    For  what 
Reafon  can  be  given,  why  we  fhou?d 
beHeve,  that  the  Fables  of  the  Greeks 
concerning  their  pretended  Deities^  have 
any    more  Truth  or  Sence   contained 
in    'em,   than   thofe   of  the  Egyftiam^ 
For  Inftance,   whofe  Language,  is  un- 
acquainted with    Mmmojyne^  the  Mo- 
ther of  the  Mufes^  or  Themis^  the  Mo-  . 
ther  of  the    Hours^  or   Eurynome^  the 
Mother  of  the  Graces^   and  the  like? 

What  is  there  in  all  thefe  empty  Fiftir 
ons,  that  deferves  to  be  compared  with 
the  Evidence,  and  Weight,  which  that 
one  Argument,  drawn  from  the  entire 
Harmony  of  the  feemingly-clafhing 
Parts  of  the  fpacious  Univerfe,  do's 
carry  with  it^  to  provt^  the  perfe£| 
V^nty  of  God. 

For 
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For  'ds  impollible  in  the  Nature 
of  the  Thing,  that  a  Piece  of  fuch 
Dt-Ane  ArJyihcture^  all  the  Parts  of 
which  ( how  numerous  foever,  and 
how  diHanc,  and  different  foever  from 
each  orher  they  may  be^  have  fo  ad- 
mirable an  Agreement,  and  fo  mani-. 
feftj  di'-'eft,  and  conftant  a  Subferviency 
to  the  Advantage  and  Ornament  of 
th?  whole,  fliou'd  be  made  by  feveral 
Hands,  as  'tis  not  rational  to  think, 
tliat  the  Motions  of  the  Heavenly 
Bodies  are  caus'd  by  feveral  Souls, 
imc^  there's  no  Need  of  any  more 
than  one,  v^iiich  making  the  vaft  Ex- 
funfum  to  move  from  Ea(t  to  Wefi^  con- 
tains wichin  it  felf  all  thofe  lower 
Things,  which,  tho'  they  are  not  in 
themlelves  compleat,  do  neverthelefs 
conduce  to  the  wonderful  Harmony, 
and  by  Cqnfequence  the  furprizing 
Perfection  of  the  Univerfe.  For  every 
Thing  which  is  circumfcrib'd  by  the 
World  is  a  Part  belonging  to  it,  but 
God  is  not  properly  a  Part  of  any 
whole,  of  what  Kind  foever  it  may 
be.  For  Abfotute  Perfection  is  infepar- 
able  from  the  Nature  of  God,  whereas 
all  the  Parts  of  the  Univerfe,  how. 
agreably  foever  they  may  ftrike  upon 
our  wondering  Senfes,  and  entertain 
€v'n  our  Nobler  Powers,  are  naturally, 
f  yidently,  and  in  a  Qomparatiye  ^enfe^ 
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very  grofly  imperfect,  and  if  we  carry 
our  Speculations  a  little  farther,  per- 
haps we  fliall  find,  that  as  God  is  not 
a  part  of  the  Uaiverfe ;  fo  neither 
in  Propriety,  and  Striftnefs  of  Speech, 
can  he  be  calPd  a  whole,  fince  we  mult 
unavoidably  fuppofe  a  whole  to  be 
cOmposM  of  Parts;  and  at  leaft,  ^tis 
moft  highly  irrational  to  think,  that 
the  great  God  has  Parts,  any  one  of 
which  has  not  an  equal  Virtue,  and 
Dignity  with  the  reit. 
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THEN  Celfm  fays,  That  thefe  Me$t 
who  look'^d  after  Sheepj  and  GoatSj 
were  unhappily  prevailed  with  to  believe 
there  was  no  other  God  htit  one^  whether 
thej  callU  him  the  Moft  High,  or  Adonai, 
or  the  Majefty  of  Hcav'n,  or  Sabaoth, 
or  whether  they  tpere  pleased  to  give  anjf 
other  Name  to  the  Worlds  which  was  the 
Boundary  of  their  real  Knowledge. 

He  adds,  "^Tis  no  great  Matter  by  what 
Name  the  great  God  he  calPd)  whetheir 
with  the  Greeks  they  call  /?/V»  Jupiter, 
Qr  with  the  Indians,  or  Egyptians,  call 
him  hj  any  other  N^ms^       :. 
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To  which  I  anfwer,  that  this  Dlf- 
coiirfe  of  his  do's  naturally,  and  un- 
avoidably lead  me  to  a  difficult  and 
important    Qucftion    concerning    the 
true  Nature  of  Names,   whether,  as 
Arifiotle  thinks,   they  depend  entirely 
on  Inftitution,   and  Choice,  or  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
Stoicks^    they  have  their  Foundation 
originally  laid  in  Nature,  Words  be- 
ing firil  form'd  on  the  Model  of  Things 
themfelves,    in   Imitation  of  which,^ 
Names,  and  the  Elements  of  Etymo-^ 
logy  wcrQ  happily  introduc'd  into  the 
World,  or  whether,  as  £^/^/yr/^  thinks, 
who  differs  from  the  Stoicks^  they  have 
their  Foundation  partly  laid  in  Nature,, 
and  are  partly  owing  to  Accident,  and 
Contrivance,  the  firll  Men  having  un- 
defignedly  affix'd  fuch  and  fuch  arti- 
culate Sounds  to  fuch  and  fuch  Objefts^ 
of  which  they  had  formed;  and  wou'd 
convey  an  Idea. 

If  therefore,  I  can  make  it  appear, 
that  fome  Names  have  a  natural,  and 
by  confequence  an  infeparable  Efficacy, 
(  fuch  as  the  Wife  Men  arnong  the  Per- 
jiansy  or  the  BrachmanSy  or  Sama/iai  of 
the  Mi  Am,  or  the  Wife  Men  of  any 
other  Nations  do  conftantly  make  ufe 
of)  and  if  I  can  proves  that  the  Arc 
which  is  commonly  calPd  by  the  Name 
of  Niagick  is  not  abfolutelj  incongruous 

to 
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to  Reafon,  as  the  Followers  of  Ariftotk 
^nd  Epicurus  think  it  is,  but  has  certain 
ftated  Rules,  as  they  that  are  skilled 
in  it  do  know,  and  can  eafily  demon- 
ftrate,  I  fay,  if  lean  make  this  appsar,  I 
think,  I  may  then  fafely  aiRrm/  that 
the  Name  Sahaoth^  Adonai^  and  Ciher 
Names,  for  which  the  'Jms  hav0  .fo 
profound  a  Veneration,  were  not  de- 
iign'd  to  denominate  any  created  Be- 
ings, much  lefs  thofe  of  an  inferiour 
Order,  but  do  contain  fome  jeered  My^ 
fiery ^  which  has  an  immediate  Refe- 
rence to  the  great  and  adorable  Crea- 
tor of  the  Univerfe.  Thefe  Names 
therefore,  have  an  Efficacy,  when  they 
are  duly  pronounced  by  any  Perfon 
whatfoever. 

There  are  other  Names,  whicl^ 
being  pronouncM  in  the  Egypt im 
Language,  are  prevalent  with  certain 
Damonsy  whofe  Power  is  limited  tQ 
fuch  or  fuch  a  Sphere,  and  others, 
which  being  pronounc'd  in  the  Per^ 
fim  Language,  are^^grevalent  with 
other  Damons. 

And  I  might  inftance  in  feveral 
Nations  of  the  World,  that  ufe  oihet 
Names,  applying  'em  in  very  different 
Sences,  and  lb  we  fhall  find  that  the 
terreftrial  Ddimons^  which  have  parti- 
cular Places  affignM  'em,  have  Names 
giv'n  'em,  according  to  the  Language 

which 
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Avhich  the  ■People ■  fpeak.      Any  lyian 
of  Senge  therefor  e;,  ,one  wouM  think, 
that   l>efrows  but  the   leaft  Thought 
pn  this  important  ^ufejeQ:,  -  will  fcruple 
to  make  ufe -of.  Narnes  foreign  to  the 
Things  which  they  reprefent,  leafl;  he 
fliou'd  unawar^es^  fae  guilty  of  the  fame 
\  fault  With  them ,    who  ufe  fuch  im- 
proper and  harfh  Expreflions-concerii- 
.ing  God  himfelf*,   that  jthey  doa't  Et 
,  all  Itfok  to  give  him  the  falle,  aad  vik 
rilppellation  of  inanimate  Matter^^  or 
run  iijto  the  Error;  of  ihofe  unhappy 
Peripas,  who  greatly  derogate   from    ^ 
J  the  infinite  Honour  which  is  due  to 
^the  lupream  and  original  Caufe^  rand 
"  dilparage  true  Virtue,  and  Piety,  t^ 
^  mjf-applying  the  Sacred  Name  of  iV/«?- 
,  mum  Bonumy  to  a  little  glittering,:  but 
periChing  Duft,  or  a  happy  Conftitution 
of  Body,  or  that  which  is  falfely,  but 
too  commonly   call'd  an  Honourable 
Befcent,    Noble,    Princely,    or  Royal 
Blood.       And    furely  the    Danger  of 
mif-applying  the  Name  oithQ  Aweful 
Majefijf  of  Heav'?7y  or  tliQ  Chief  Good^ 
is  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  changing 
the    ftated    Names^  which   are   us'd 
in  Magick  and  have  aMyftical  Sence, 
and  giving  the  Names  of  Superiour 
Powers  to  infernal  Spirits,  and  on  the 
contrary,    thofe  of  infernal  Spirits  to 
Superiour  Powers.  j^v. 
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I  neeld  not  fay,  that  at  the  very  meil-i^ 
tion  of  Jupiter  is  underftood  the  Sort 
of  Saturnj  and  Rhea^  the  Husband  of 
Ju^jOy  the  Bvoxhtv  oi  Neftumj  the  Fa- 
ther of  Minerva  J  and  Diana^  and  tha 
Perfon  that  committed  Inceft  with  his 
Daughter,  nor  need  I  fay,  that  at 
the  mention  of  JPolh ,  is  underftood 
the  Son  of  Jupne^  and  Latona^  the 
Brother  of  Dianas  aiid  Brother  to  Mer* 
cur  J  by  the  Fathers  fide,  or  need  I  fpeafc 
of  many  other  Things  that  were  related 
by  the  Ancient  Heroes  (whom  Celfm 
has,  with  fo  much  Honour  enume- 
rated^ or  contained  in  the  old,  and 
admir'd  Theology  of  the  learned 
Greeks. 

Pray  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
Jupiter  is  calPd  as  he  is,  and  that  the 
Son  of  Saturn  and  Rhea  is  not  the 
Name  that's  given  him?  The  fame 
Queftion  may  properly  enough  be 
ask'd,  concerning  the'  reft  of  the  Riff» 
rafF  of  the  Heathen  Gods. 

This  Confideration,  I  think,  has  a 
^  manifeft  Tendency  to  favour,  and  jufti- 
fy  the  Praftice  of  thofe  Perfons,  who 
have  fome  myftical  but  folid  Reafoa 
for  ufing  the  Name  Sabaoth^  or  A-* 
'donai^  and  fome  other  Names  when 
they  fpcak  of  G  0  D,  f^nce  they  who 
underftand  any  Thing  of  the  true 
Nature  of  Names,    will    eafily   find 

that 
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that  Tome  /acred  Myftery  is  veil'd  \m* 
der- the  Names  which  arc  giv'ii  to 
the  Angels,  one  of  wliom  is  call'd  A//- 
chaely  another  Gabriel^  and  a:i(K4^.er  iw- 
fhael^  eachf  having  a  Name  -affix'd  to 
him  by  the  Father  of  Spirits^  agree- 
able  to  the  Nature  and  Extent  ot  tha^ 
honourable,  Y/ork,: in  which  his  great  ' 
Creator  has  thought  fit  to  employ  hioi. 

.  And  the  ! Virtue  wdiich  accompa-^^. 
nied  the.Prottuhciation  of  our  Saviour's' 
Name,  and  by  which  cruel  and  obfti-;^^ 
nilQ  p. tmcms  were  frequently,  and  pub-,^ 
lickiy.  difpQilefs'd  both  of'-the  Mmds.^ 
and  Bodies  ofMcn^  muit,  I  think,  bs'' 
reiblyM,  at  ieail  in  fome  Meafure,  in-  : 
to  the  natural  Efficacy  of  Names.  1:^ 
might  add  one  Thing  here,  and  tliar^^*^ 
is  :this,  that  they  who  are  skilPd  :• 
Enchantments,  tell  us,r'that  if  they  makv^ 
ufe  dt  fuc.h  and  fuch  Words  m  the  Ori- 
ginal Language,  the  End  proposal  W;!i 
certainly  be  obtained,  but  if  the  very 
fame  Words  be  changed,  and  others  be 
made  ufe  of,  which  convey  tlie  very 
fame  Idea,  thev  will  im^mediately,  and 
ftrangely  lofe  their  extraordinary  VirtLie. 
So  th^t  the  Power  wdiich  they  have, 
is  not  owing  to  the  Thmgs  of- which 
they  are  the  external  Signs^  b  .t  to  cer- 
tain urjkr/oiVf7  Froperties^  that  belonsr  to 
the  Names  themfelves. 

G  Chap. 
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Chap.     XXI. 


THIS  may   ferve  as  an  Apology 
for  the  Chriftians,  who  willingly, 
and  ev'n  triumphantly  embrace  Death 
it  felf  ia  the  moft  horrid  Shapes,    ra- 
ther than  call  God   by  the  Name  of 
Jupherj    whatever  Intention  or  Mental 
Refervation  they  might  have,  or  give 
him  thofe   Names  which  are  usM  in 
the  Languages,   and  adapted  to  the 
Religions  of  other  Countries.    For  ei- 
ther they  call  him  by  the  general  Name 
of  God,  or  they  bellow  fuch  Epithets 
as  thefe  upon   him,  The  Creator  of  the 
World^  the  Former  of  Hi'av^n  ani  Earthy 
or  might  exprefs  them felves  by  the  fol- 
lowing  Penphrafis,    He  who    has  fent 
fome    wife    and    uirtuotu    Men    into    the 
WorU^  whofe    Names    being  honourably 
blended  with  his  own  have  a  Jlrange  md 
ev^i   miraculous   Power. 

Here  I  might  enter  into  a  long  Dif- 
courfe,  in  Oppofition  to  them,  who  ea- 
gerly contend  for  the  promifcuous  Ufe 
of  the  moll  facred  Names. 

For 
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For   it  Plato  be  fo  much,  and  not^ 
undefervedly  commended,  who  brings 
in  a    Perfoa    upon    Phileb^s'^^    caiiing 
P/^^/^r^- a  Goddei%  making  ufc  of  the 
following  ExprelTion,    ^V  For  my  pare,  - 
"  Prora?'chf^s^  1  have  a  profound  Vcne-- 
"  ration,    ev'n  for  the   Names  of  the 
^^  Gods ,    which    like    themlelves ,    i- 
"  feileemj  facred  and  inviolable"-    how    , 
much    more    ought    Chrifit.t^^s    to    be 
commended,,  wlio   make    Confcience 
of:  applymg    thofe   Names    to    God , 
which  are    unhappily,    but  too  com- 
m  jnly ,     borrowed    from     the    empcy 
and  ridiculous  Fables   of   the    Poets  ? 
But  io    much  of  this    Matcer  for  the 
prefent. 


Chap.     XXIL 


LE  T  us  now  fee  how  Celfus  loads 
the  ^fews  with  Reproaches,  which 
dcn^t  well  iiiit  with  his  horrid  Pre- 
fumprion,  in  profelTing  that  he  was 
perfediy  acquainted  with  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  Chriftians,  They  give 
ther/ifelves  y  fays  he,  to  the  iVorjhip 
of  Anoels ,    and    to   Magick  r    foUowwg^ 

G  2  thnm 
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therein    the   Precepts  of  their  celebrated 
Moles. 
V  Let  Jiim  therefore,  fince  he's  fo  well 
acquainted  with  the  Jewijh  and  Chri-^ 
fit  An  Dpftrine,  fhew  where  there's  any 
Precept  in  all  the  Pentateuch^  that  can 
be  brought   in  Favour  of  Angel-Wor- 
fbipj  and  acquaint  us  how  'tis  poffible, 
that  Magtck  fliou'd  be  in  Vogue  with 
a  Nation    that   obferves  the    Law  of 
Mofes , .  who    has  left    the    following 
Lev.  xix  Words  upon   Record^  Regard  not  them 
^'  5^  that  have  familiar   Spirit s^    neither  feek 
after  Wizards  to  be  defPd  by  V/i. 


Chap.     XXIII. 

'^T^HEN  Ce/ff^  undertakes  to  fheWj^ 
i  That  jh  Jews  by  reafon  of  their 
monUrom  Ignorance^  tamely  [iiffer  d  them^ 
felves  to  be  led  afide  into  great^  and  very 
prniciom  Errors^ 

I  confefs  this  might  with  Juftice 
have  been  alledg'd  againft  the  ^^ewsy 
with  refped  to  their  denying  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour  to  be  the  true  MeJJUh^  who 
had  the  plain  Teflimonials  of  a  Divine 
Commiffion,   and   was   fo  frequently, 

and 
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and  fo  evidently  foretold  by  their  own 
celebrated  Prophets. 

But  not  being  defirous  to  entertain 
the  leafl:  Thought  concerning  that  Mat^ 
ter,  which  he  knew  wouldn't  ferve  (lis 
Caufe,  he  fuppofes  the  Jews  to  be  molt 
grofly  deceivM,  in  a  Caie  wherein  the 
contrary  is  extreamly  evident. 


Chap.    XXIV. 


Having  then  what  immediately  re-^ 
_.  .J  lates  to  the  Jev:s  to  another  Op- 
portunity,  he  enters  into  a  Difcourie 
concerning  our  BlelTed  Saviour,  as  being 
the  Head  of  an  Vpjhrt  Se^y  who  from 
him  are  calPd  by  the  Name  o?Chrifiians. 
He  fays,  That  our  Saviour  aff  earing  in 
the  Worldy  and  introducing  his  Docirine 
hut  a  few  Tears  ago^  was  (for  what  Rear 
Jons  he  knows  not )    tak^n    by   the   Chri" 
Jlians  for  the  Son  of  Gody  in  a  ^rici  md 
f  roper  Sence. 


G;?  To 
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T6  which  I  aafwer,  that  when  our 
Saviour  did  fo  lardy  introduce  his 
Doctrine,  it  fhouM  meet  with  fach 
wonderiul  and  haippv  Satcefs,  that  al^ 
moil:  in  ev^rj  Part  of  the  whole  habi- 
table Worid  a  great  Number  both 
of  Greeks  and  Bari?arra^s ,  of  learned 
and  unlearned  Per  ions,  fhou'd  {o  rea- 
dily, and  ev'n  triumphantly  forfake 
tlie  Religion  in  which  they  w^ere  borxi^ 
and  bred,  and  to  which  they  were 
pre-@ngagM  by  many  Other  ftrong, 
and  ahnoft  indjlToIuble  Ties,  and  on 
a  fudden  difcover  fo  extraordinary  a 
Zeal  for  a  new  Religion,  as  to  be  willing 
to  facrifice  their  Reputation,  their  For- 
tunes, and  cv-a  their  Lives  for  the  Pro- 
feffion  of  it,  (which  can  hardly  be  faid 
of  any  other  DoQirine,  which  has  all 
external  Advantages  to  recommend  it.) 
I  fay,  when  the  Pofture  of  A  [fairs  is 
fuch,  we  muft  be  (trangely  blinded  by 
the  Force  of  Prejud  ice.  if  we  don't  ob- 
lerve  a  more  than  orchnary  Appearance 
of  the  Providence  of  God,  in  fo  fudden, 
io  remarkable,  and  fo  bleffed  a  Change 
as  tills. 

I  thinkj  Imay  fafely  fay  fnot  to  fpeak 
from  Prejudice,  but  as  one  who  defires 
and  endeavours  to  make  impartial  En- 
quu'ies  into  Tenth  ;  that  a  skillful  Phy^ 
lician  can't  recover  h;S  Patients  ev'n 
from  their  bodily  Difeafes  without  the 

I   '  BlelFiog 
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BlefRng  of  Almighty  God  upon  the  pro- 
per Methods  he  prefcribes. 

And  if  any  one  can  cure  the  more 
fatal  Dillempers  of  the  Soul,  can  fud- 
denly,  and  in  a  coniiderable  meafure^ 
difpoITefs  thofe  rooted  and  dangerous 
Vices,  that  have  for  a  long  Tra8:  of 
TimeufurpM  and  maintainM  a  Domi- 
nion there,  can  free  it  from  its  former, 
and  in  fome  Sencc  ,  Native  IntemfC" 
rmce^  Injuftice,  Contempt,  and  Pro- 
phanation  of  holy  Things,  and,  as  a 
Proof  of  his  Skill,  can  inftancs  in  an 
hundred  Perfons,  whofe  Manners  he 
has  been  happily,  and  greatly  inftru- 
mental  to  ref3rm,  I  prelume,  you  will 
not  fay,  that  this  can  be  done  without 
a  feafonable,  and  more  than  common 
Interpofition  of  the  Providence  of  God. 

If  then  any  Perfon,  who  weighs  thcfe 
Things  in  the  Ballance  of  his  ferious 
^nd  deliberate  Thoughts,  \ylll  of  Ne- 
ceffity  acknowledge,  that  niuch  of  the 
Natural,  and  all  the  Moral  Good,  of 
which  !^he  whole  World  can  boaft,  \% 
owing  to  ibme  higher  Caule,  than  a 
Generd'  Comourfe  of  the  Supream  and 
and  All-wife  Being,  how  much  more 
juiHy,  and  more  eminently  may  this 
be  laid  in  Commendation  of  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  if  we  compare  the  Courfe 
of  Life  which  his  Followers  once  ig- 
0orantly  and  ujihapplly  led,    with  th-: 
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Tenor  of  their  fucure  Converfationj 
and  confider  how  willinc^ly,  and  ev'n 
greedily  they  devoted  themfelvcs  to 
i3ebaucljQry/ Fraud,  and  Avarice,  be- 
ibre  rh-y  made  a  Profeffion  of  that  hoJy 
Religion,  which  the  EleiJed  Jefus  in- 
troducM  inro  the  World,  f  which  in 
^tiie  Judgment  of  the  Efkureans  was 
a  Notorious  Cheat,  and  the  greateft 
Plague  With  which  Mankind  cou'4 
pofubly  have  been  infeftcd )  but  m 
Frocefs  of  TuTie  were  illuftrious  Exam- 
ples of  the  contrary  Virtues,  infomuch 
that'  (ome  of  ^ein  from  a  firicere  and 
vehement  Defire  of  attaining  to  aa  ex- 
traordinary Degree  of  Purity,  and  of 
Devoting  themlelves  more  entirely  to 
the  Service  of  God,  did  abftain  from 
the  lau^ful  Delights  of  6>;7/^,  .and  thofe 
rational  Entertdymie/its  which  Marriage 
it  feif  affords.     - 

And   any  XDne   who   examines  into 
thefe  Matters,  v/ith  that  Diligence  and 
Exaftiiefs  which  is  requifite,  wall  eafiiy 
perceive ,    that    our  Saviour ,    with  a 
Greatnefs  of  Soul  that  was  pecuHar  to 
him,  attempted  what    \vas  vaflly  be- 
yond the   S'phzvz' Qt  meer  hwma^ie  N^t-- 
ture^   and   that  the    Event    did    moft 
remarkably  anfwer  his  Defign. 
■    For  when  evVy  Thing  lookM  with 
^a  unfavourable  Afpeft,  on   fo  greatj 
^nd  feerningly  fo  bold  an  Updertakingj 
•    ■    ■'-   •••   ^■-     '  ^  ■  ■  -  •'    and 


and  threaten^;,  that  the  Gofpel  fliouM 
be  confin'd  to  a  very  narrow  Compafs, 
when  the  Romm  Emperors  in  their 
fucceffive  Reigns,  the  Governors  of 
Pro\nnces,  and  Generals  of  z^rmies,  the 
Magiftrates  of  particular  Cities ,  the 
Soldiers,  and  the  common  People,  in 
a  Word,  when  all  Perfons  that  were 
in  Places  of  Authority,  or  had  any  In- 
tereft,  and  Influence ,  declarM  open 
War  againft  the  ChriJHa,n  Religion^  I 
fay,  ev'n  then,  under  all  j:hofe  evident 
and  great  external  Difadvantages ,  it 
bore  the  facred  and  undeniable  Marks 
of  a  Divine  Original,  approved  it  felf 
to  the  Confciences  of  the  moft  wicked 
Men,  forc'd  its  Way,  in  Spite  of  the 
united  Malice,  and  moft  vigorous  Efforts 
both  of  Earth  and  Hell,  gain'd  ground 
by  the  moft  violent  Oppofition,  and 
being  fuperiour  to  all  i^s  Enemies,  whicli 
were  neither  few,  nor  contemptible 
aad  having  a  wonderful  Power  over  the 
Minds  of  Men,  all  Greece^  and  a  great 
Part  of  the  moft  barbarous  Nations , 
became  Trophies  of  Honour  to  the 
Immortal  Memory  of  its  God-like 
Founder, 


H  A  Po 


io6      Origen  againft  Celfm. 


Chap.     XX  V. 

AN  D  fince  the  greatefl-  Part  of 
the  World  are  entirely  ignorant 
ot'  ihQ  Arts  and  Sciences^  and  have  but 
a  fmall  Meafure,  and  fcarce  any  Gu?n- 
merings  of  Reajo^^  'twas  morally  im- 
pojflTible ,  but  that  among  fiich  vaft 
Numbers  as  embrac'd  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  the  Irratwnal  and  lllitsrAte 
fliou'd  greatly  exceed  thofe  in  Num- 
ber, who  had  rendered  themfelves  fa- 
mous for  their  Sence  and  Learning, 

But  Celfm^  not  being  willing  to  con- 
fider  this  as  he  ought,  fpeaks  with  the 
higheft  Contempt  of  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
oujmfs  himfe/f  ivho  condefcends  to  fhine 
frofnifiuoujly  on  the  greateft  ,  and  the 
me  am  ft  ^  and  to  enlighten^  and  warm  with 
bii  refrejhing  Rys^  the  mojl  eminent  Saint ^ 
and  the  vile  [I  Sinner^  and  he  looks  oii 
this  extraordinary  Condefcenfion,  as  an 
Argument  of  prodigious  F^^fyy  9-^^  r^nman^ 
ly  Self^Dehafement^  as  if  it  were  not  one 
of  the  higheft  Flights  o?  Majeftick  Sim- 
flicity^  that  couM  poflibly  be  difcoverM 
by  an".  I^^camate  God^ 

^'  x>uc 
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\  But  Celfui  li!n\iVif  can^t  fay,  with  all 
his  Preiadice,  and  Malice,  that  all  who 
ever  embraced  the  Do8:rine  of  our 
Blefied  Saviour,  were  dull  and  Ititpid 
to  a  Proverb,  and  the  on|y  Perforis  in 
the  World  who  were  fb,  jidce  it  leerns 
he's  fo  juil,  and  fo  gracious  as  to  ac- 
knowledge ,  that  fome  few  may  be 
found  aniiong  'em,  who  are  very  fe- 
Vere  in  tiieir  Morals,  and  are  capable 
of  underftandins  Alleooriss^ 


Chap.     XXVL 


U  T   beeaufe  he  perfonates  a  Je^v 

C  in  Imitation  of  a   Profeffor  in 

th.^  iJniverficy,  v.dio  makes  his  young 
Pupil  declaim,  that  he  may  ufe  him- 
felt  to  the  Art  of  Rhetorick  J  I  fay, 
beeaufe  he  perfonates  a  Jerv  ,  enter^ 
taining  our  Saviour  with  Difcourfe 
thac^s  very  chikiifli,  and  unbecoming 
the  Gravity,  as  well  as  fupposM  Sence 
and  Learning  of  an  old  Philofopher  ; 
Let  me  examine,  according  to  my 
\veak  Ability,  what  'tis  that  he  fuppofes 
him  to  fay,  and  oiake  it  appear,  as  I 
think  i  can  eafiiy  do ,  that  the  Jen? 
'  *  ■     '    ■       '        r'         don't 
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idorf  t  ftriftly,  or  ev'n  tolerably  obferve 
his  Charafter. 

^Celfi^M  introduces  him,  making  his 
Addrefs  to  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and 
pretending  to  convince  him  of  feveral 
Foints,  and  the  firlt  Thing  of  v/hich 
he  endeavours  to  convince  him,  is, 
that  the  Account  of  his  bein^  born  of 
a  Virgin  is  an  empty  and  ridiculous 
Fable. 

Then  h^  reproaches  him  with  ieifjg 
horn  at  dn  ohjcure  VtlUge^  ami  havi/ig  a 
Woman  to  his  Mother^  that  got  her  Live-f 
iyhood  by  going  out  to  Service^  ivho^  he 
fays,  beij7g  convicfed  of  Adultery^  w^  di* 
z'orc'^4  ff'o^'^  her  Husband^  who  was  a  Car^ 
pe/jter  by.  Trade, 

Then  he  fays,  That  after  this  Indig-^ 
vity  xvand''rifig  from  Place  to  Place^  Jhe 
thi^s  frivatcly  brought  to  Bed  of  oar  Sa-- 
'uiour^  and  that  he  being  forced  by  reafon 
of  Want^  to  work  in  Egypt,  and  having 
learn'* d  there  fome  of  thoje  Arts^  for  which 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Coantry  are  fo 
Famom^  return'^d  into  his  Native  Coun- 
try^ and  (welling  with  a  vain  Conceit  of 
the  Miracles  he  fhoti^d  do^  gave  out  that 
he  was  God. 

But  tor  my  Fart,  I  muft  confefs,  to 
m€,  who  do  with  a  filent  but  deep  Re- 
gret, pafs  by  ev^i  the  weakeft  Argu^ 
ments  that  are  oifer'd  by  our  Adver- 
fariesj    and   naturally  afFed  to  trace 

Things. 
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Things,    efpecially  fuch  as  are  of  tW'^ 
kit  Confequence  to  the  Souls  of  Men, 
'till  I  come  by  flow  Degrees,  to  their 
true  Originajs,  I  fay,  to  me  thefe  Things 
are  fo  tar    frotn   giving   an  unhappy  . 
Shock,  that  they   are  no  fmall  Confir- 
mation of  that  important  Truth,  tha;t  . 
our  Bleffed  Lord  is  the   very  Perfon, 
whom  the  Prophets  foretold  to  be  the 
Son  of  God,   and  the  Saviour  of   the 
World.    I  can't  deny,    but  that  com* 
monly  a  Man's  Defcent  from  rich  and 
honourable  Parents,  and  Enjoyment  of 
the  Advantage  of  a  liberal  Education, 
do's  not  a  Uttle  conduce  to  blazon  his 
Name,  and  command  Reverence  from 
Perfons  of  an  inferior  Rank  :    But  when 
one  who  labours,  in  the  greateft  De- 
gree imaginable,    under   the   contrary 
external    Inconveniencies ,    can  fpread 
his  Fame  to  the  molt  diftant  Regions 
of  the  World,  in  Spite  of  his  mean  Ex- 
traftion,  and  the  fond  Opinions  which 
are  too  often  received  by  afpiring  Mor- 
tals, and  climb  the  higher  up  the  fteep 
Afcent  of  Honour,  by  reafon  of  the  vio- 
lent Oppofition  which  is  made  againll 
him,  who,  if  he  has  any  Spark  of  hu- 
mane Nature  left,  can  forbear  to  ad- 
mire a  Soul  of  the  fame  Rank  of  Beings 
with  himfelf,  fo  itrangely  elevated  be- 
yond the  common  Pitch,  and  lb  nearly 
approaching  to  the  Deity^  fo  capable  of 

forming 
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forming  well-laid,  dejp,  and  truly- ge- 
nerous Defigns,  and  of  ciowiiing  all  by 
a  happy  and  aniwerlble  Execution  f 

If  we  make  a  ferious  and  narrovv. 
Enquiry  inco  the  Matter,  fliall  .we,'oot: 
be  ready  and  ev'n  conifrainM  to  diiak 
thus  with  our  feh'es,  was  it  polTible, 
that  5he  who  was  born  of  poor  and 
ignoble  Parents,  and  was  not  imtrucced 
in  the  Liberal  Arts  ,.  and  Sc leuces  \ 
whereby  he  might  have  been  reiidcr'd 
capable  of  infmuating  himfelf  into  die 
People,  and  of  engaging  tlieir  A  Secti- 
ons, and  their  Puries  in  his  Service , 
fliouM  fo  work  upon  tlie  Paffions  of 
Men,  by  an  invifible  Power,  and  the 
naked  Evidence  of  Truth,  as  almoit 
univerfally  to  gain  their  Credit  and 
Efteem,  tlio'  the  Doftrine  wdiich  he 
introduced  w^s  in  a  great  meafure  new^, 
a  Doftrine,  which,  without  derogating 
in  the  leaii  from  any  of  the  Jewsjh  Pro- 
phets, did  aboUHi  the  Mojaick  Difpen- 
iation,  and  make  void  the  Laws  pf  the 
Greeks^  efpecially  thole,  which  hid  an 
immedLate  Relation  to  Religious  V/or-. 
fhip,  in  v/hich  they  were  fo  grolly  ig- 
norant ? 

Is  it  not  ftrange,  and  ev'n  prodigious 
to  a  Miracle,  that  one  who  ev'n  accord- 
ing to  the  Confeifion  of  his  Enemies, 
was  fo  meanly  born,  and  bred,  and 
by  confecjueuce  was  very  unfit  to  ma- 
nage 
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nage  an  Intriegue,  which  requires  a 
Chain  of  Thought ,  and  eontinu'd 
Thread  of  Artifice ,  fhouM  fo  move 
the  fccret  Springs  of  humane  Souls, 
and  fo  powerfully  inchne  'em  againft 
their  ftrongeft  IncHnations,  by  encou- 
raging the  righteous  with  a  pleafing 
Profped  of  a  glorious  and  eternal  Re- 
ward in  the  World  of  pure  and  perfe£t 
Spirits,  and  by  reprefenting  to  the 
wicked,  as  in  a  Glafs,  thofe  dreadful 
Torments  which  they  mu ft  expe<9;  to 
fuffer,  when  they  lliall  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  the  living  God,  I  fay,  is  it 
not  ftrange,  and  ev'n  prodigious  to  a 
Miracle,  that  fuch  a  one,  Ihou'd  not 
only  engage  ignorant,  and  illiterate  Per- 
fons  to  embrace  his  Dofltrine,  but  alfo 
a  great  Number  of  the  rational  and 
learned  World,  who,  under  the  facred 
Veil  of  naked  Truths  couM  difcern  un- 
fathomable Depths  of  fupernatural  Wifr 
dom,  difplay^d  with  ail^  the  Art  that  a 
God  cou'd  fhewf     ".V 

I  remember  Plato  relates  a  Story  of 
one  that  was  born  at  Seriphos,  who 
upbraiding  Themijlodes^  2l  Famous  Ge- 
neral, faid,  that  the  Reputation  he  had 
happily  ,  eftablifhM  was  not  owing  to 
hisiv4erit,  but  his  happening  to  be  bora 
at  a  famous  City  of  Greece^  whereupon 
ThemtHocles  ,  who  was  fenfible ,  and 
gratefully  acknowledged,  that  the  Place 

of 
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of  his  Nativity  had  no  fmall  Tendency -^ 
to  render  his  Name  immortal,  returnM^ 
him  this  judicious  and  diverting  Anfwer^" 
"  If  Ihad  been  bor'n  (faid  he>  at ^SVr/-"^ 
"  fhos^  I  ihou'dn'c  have  been  To  famous/' 
"as  I  am  ;  but  if  vou  had  been  boriiae'"^ 
*'  l:AthenSy   you  wouM  never  have  be- 
"-^Goine  Themtjlocles.'^'^,     Now.ouf  Sa- 
viour,  who  is  upbraided    with  being" 
bom  in  a  Village,    and    that"  nx)t  ot\; 
Gri?e/r^, -or  any  celebrated  Country,^  and  ' 
having  a  poor  Woman  to  his  Mother, 
that  got  her  Livdyhood  by  her  Labour, 
and  leaving  his  Country,  by  reafon  of 
Want',  was  forc'd  •  to   work  in   Egyfty 
I  fay,  our  Saviour,  who,  if  I  may  ac- 
comodate the  foregoing  Inflance  to  our 
prefent  Cafe,  was  of  a  meaner  Extra- 
ftion  than  the  fore-mentionM  Perfon, 
thfet'^was  born   at  Serif hos^    did  as  it 
were,  give  a  happy  Shock  to  the'whole 
habitable  World,  and  made  a  greater 
Impreflion  upon  the  favage  Difpofitions 
of  Men,    I  fcorn  to  fay,   than  Themi- 
(lodes  the  Jtheman  ;  but  a  greater  than 
ev'n  Pythagoras^  ovPlato^  or  any  of  the 
Wife-men,  Princes,  or  Emperors  were 
ever  known,  or  reported  to  have  made. 
xWhat'  Perfon  then,  unlefs  he  loves  to 
dwell  upon  the  Superficies  of  Things, 
will    not   ftand   aftonifhM,    when    he 
confiders  that  our  Pleifed  Saviour  fur* 
mounted  all  the  Difficulties^  which  lay 
'  in 
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in  the  Way  to  his  growing  Reputation, 
and  feem'd  to  threaten  that  his  Name 
ihouM,  asitwerC;^  fleep  in  Everiafting 
Silence? 


Chap.     XXVIL 


IT  feldom  happens  that  any  one  Per- 
fun  is  tamous  for  many  Things  ac 
once,  for  One  is  famous  tor  Wifdoii], 
another  for  Miheary  Difcipline  ,  and 
fome  of  the  B^rhartans  for  their  Skill 
in  Magick,  a-nd  feverai  others  ibr  iome 
few  fupposM  FerfeStions,  which  per- 
haps do  fcarce  deferve  our  Notice. 

But  our  Saviour  was  v^ery  remar- 
kable for  the  beft  Sort  of  Wifdom,  for 
Authority,  and  for  working  Miracles, 
not  to  mention  rhofe  other  innumera- 
ble Excellencies  that  adorifd  his  Per* 
fon,  and  might  fufficieatly  recommend 
him  to  the  World. 

He  did'n't  a£l  like  a  Tyrant,  who,  by 
the  Help  of  a  prevailing  Party,  takes^ 
Occafion  to  violate  the  known  Laws 
of  the  Land  in  which  he  lives,  nor 
like  a  Robber^  who  comes  w-th  Armed 
JV'kn^  aizainft  them  whoinno^:ently  pafs 

H  by 
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by  the  King's  High- Way  about  their 
neceffary  Affairs,or  like  a  Wealthy  Man, 
who,  by  the  Help  of  Bribes,  induces 
Perfons  to  come  over  to  his  Intereft, 
whether  by  right  or  wrong,  or  like 
many  others  that  might  eafily  be  men- 
tionM,  whofe  Proceedings  do  mani- 
feftly  deferve  our  Cenfure,  but  like 
one,  who  came  to  teach  an  ignorant 
and  degenerate  World,  what  Thought* 
they  (hou'd  entertain  of  God,  and  hoW 
they  might  fo  regulate  their  Morals,  as 
to  maintain  an  humble  and  familiar 
'  Correfpondence  with  his  BleiTed  Ma- 

jefty. 

And  as  for  Themifiocles^  and  feveral 
other  Perfons,  who  gain'd  a  more  thart 
common  Reputation,  and  did  real  and 
extraordinary  Service  to  their  Native- 
Country,  this  muft  be  faid,  to  draw 
a  Shade  over  their  greateft  Glory,  that 
evVy  Thing  feem'd  to  fmil©  on  their 
juft  and  honourable  Attempts,  and  as 
it  were,  pave  the  Way  for  their  glo- 
rious Viftories,  and  immortal  Tri-^ 
Tjmphs.  But  as  for  our  BleiTed  Savi- 
our, befides  what  I  have  already  faid 
C  which  upon  the  firft  View,  one  wou'd 
think,  was  enough  to  have  eternally 
conceaPd ,  or  fliamefully  fuUyM  tlic 
Name  of  the  greateft  Heroe  that  the 
World  cou'd  ever  boaft  of  )  the  igno- 
minious- Death^  which  he  luffer'd  on 

the 
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tM  Crofs  ;  if  he  had  had  the  faireffi 
Charafter,  wouM  have  giv'n  his  Fol- 
lowers juft  Gaufe  to  fulpecl  hifii  of 
beiftga  vile  Impoftor,  if  we  may  giv@ 
any  Credit  to  our  Adverfaries,  or  at: 
leail  have  drawn  a  moft  difmal  Veil 
over  the  few  bright,  and  dntertaining 
Scenes  of  the  inoft  Aweful  Tragedy^ 
that  was  ever  acted* 


•^ 
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Chap. 


AN  15  'tis  Ms(ttcr  of  Wonder,  tfiafe 
ouf  Saviour's  fiifciples,  Wbo^  iri 
•the  Judgment  of  our  Enemies^  wet# 
not  Eye-Witnefle^  of  the  Truth  of  his 
triumphant  Relurreffion,  and  faw  no4 
thing  but  what  wa§  common  ^nd  et'd 
contemptible  in  his  Perfo'n^  IhouMn'c 
be  afraid  tp  imitate  him  in  his  Soft 
ferings,  to"  fcncoUnter  the  moft  iriiriii- 
fi'ent  and  tli'eat'ning  Dangers,  and  leav© 
their  Native  Country,  to  puMifll  thg 
Dotb'ine  which  .  their  crucify'd,  but' 
blefled  Lord  had  taught  'enio 

Fof  I  beliete  that  no  Perlb'n,  wlW^ 
laying  afide  his  Prejudice,  exam;ines 
ih§fe  Milters  dudy^  wiil  fay,  that  they 

'H  2  wou'd 
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wouM  ever  have  uddergone  the  Fa- 
tigue of  Itinerant  Preaching,  if  they 
had  not  been  fully  perfwaded  of  the 
vaft  Obligations  that  lay  upon  'eni, 
both  from  Reafoii,  and  Gratitude , 
not  only  to  conform  their  Manners  to 
the  holy  Precepts  of  the  Chrifhian  Re- 
ligion, but  alfo  to  do  what  lay  in  their 
Power^  to  bring  many  others  under 
the  fame  honourable,  and  happy  Bonds, 
when,  as  Matters  went  at  that  Critical 
Junfture,  they  were  fure  to  incur  the 
Difpleafure  of  the  Heathen  World, 
who  were  zealous  for  their  ancient 
Laws  and  Cuttoms,  and  cou'dn't  en- 
dure the  leaft  feeming  innovation,  ef- 
pecially  with  refped  to  the  pompous 
Ceremonies  of  their  rehglous  Worlhip. 
But  all  thefe  Difficulties  were  light,  arid 
trivial,  in  the  Eileem  of  thofe,  who 
had  Courage ,  nor  only  to  prove  to 
the  Jeivi(h  Nation,  that  our  Bleffed  Sa- 
viour was  frequently,  and  exprefly  fore- 
told by  their  own  Prophetick  Oracles, 
but  alfo  to  make  it  appear  to  others, 
as  Occafion  offerM,  that  this  very  Per- 
lon  was  the  true  MeJJhh ,  who  was 
crucify'd  but  t'other  Day,  and  willingly, 
and  ev'n  chearfully  laid  down  his  pre- 
cious Life  foi'  the  whole  Race  of  Men, 
after  the  fame  manner,  tho'  with  un- 
Ipeakable  Advantage,  in  which  fome 
others  have  facriiic'd  all   that's    near 

and 
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and  dear  to  'em,  for  the  good  of  their 
Native  Country,  to  free  it  from  a  ra« 
ging  Peftilence,  a  threatening  Famine, 
or  fome  violent  impending  Tempeft , 
that  greatly  endangers  Ships,  and  puts 
a  Stop  ev'n  to  Navigation,  which  is  to 
convenient,  and  neceiTary,  for  promo- 
ting an  advantagious  Trade  into  Fo- 
reign, and  very  dillant  Parts, 
'  For  there  are  fome    fecret   Reafons 
in  Nature,  which  very  few  underliand, 
why  the  Death  of  one  virtuous  Man, 
who  readily  fuffers  the  greateft  Evils 
that  can  poflibly  befall  hi.m,    for  the 
real  and  perhaps  lalting  Welfare  of  the 
Place  of  his  Nativity,  fhou'd   deiiroy, 
or  at  leaft  feverely  check  the  ufarpM 
Power  of  thofe  miernal  D^mons^  who 
are   the  Caufe  of  Plagues ,    Famines  , 
Storms,  and  the  like  evident  and  great 
Dilbrdcrs,  which  frequently  happen  in 
the  World.     And  I  wou^  fain  know 
of  them,  who  d6n\  believe,   that  our 
Saviour  dy'd  for    the  general  Benefit 
of  the  humane   Race ,   whether    they 
won't  give  eafie  Credit  to  many  Hi- 
ftories    that  are   extant,    both  of  the 
Greeks  and  Barl^arUns^    which  furniO\ 
us  with  frequent,  and  remarkable  In- 
ftances  of  Perfons ,    who   have   freely 
laid  down  their  Lives  for  the  pubiick 
Good,  and  whofe  Death  lias  been  hap- 
pily inftrumental  to  purge  away  thofe 

H  J  threat- 
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threatening,  and  grievous  Calamities, 
that  infefted  Cities,  and  perhaps  ^yhole 
Nations,  or  v/heth^r,  on  the  Suppofi- 
tion  th^t  thcfe  are  Matters  of  Fact, 
it  be  in  the  leaft  improbable,  that  one, 
cioathM  with  humane  Nature,  ftiouM 
be  naiPd  to  a  Crofs ,  to  deftroy  the 
Works  of  the  Devil,  who  before  did 
fiften,  and  too  fuccefsfullyj  exercifc  a 
T'yr^nriical  power  over  the  Bodies, 
^nd  Souls  of  Men. 

Otir  Saviour's  Difciples  obferving 
tliefe  Things,  and  niany  Others  of  the 
like  Nature,  with  which  in  all  Proba^ 
bility ,  their  prudentj^  and  indulgent 
Matter  thought  fit  to  acquaint  'em, 
and  being  fill'd  with  the  Spnit  of  God 
(  for  they  werg  not  infpir'd  with  theiif 
unufual  Courage,  by  the  Virgin  which 
thq  Poets  fpe^-k  of,  but  by*  the  truq 
.  Wifdoiti  pf  dpd  )  they  made  hafte  ^" 
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Chap.     XXIX 

BUT  'tis  Time  to  return  to  th^ 
jfeiv,  whom  Celft^s  perfpnates,  who 
fays,  That  the  Virgin  Mary  heir^g  hig 
with  Childy  w^s  divorced  by  her  Hcisband 
the  C^rpe^ier ,  for  com7mit4ng  Adnltery 
tvith  one  Panthera,  a  Soldier^  md  being 
got  with  Child  by  thdt  fcandalom  Wretch. 
Let  us  fee  therefore,  whether  the  In- 
ventors Qi  this  Story  ^onh  give  a  falfe, 
and  ofafcure  Accoi^nt  bif  the  Matter, 
and  whether  by  all  that  they  have  to 
fay,  they  are  able  to  overtnrow  the 
Dodrine  of  our  Saviour's  miraculous 
Conception  by  the  over-fhadowing  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  For  fo  furprizing  a 
PafTage'as  this  is,  might  very  eafily  be 
falfify'd,  and  'twas  poflible,  they  might 
deny  the  Truth  of  it,  tho'  they  were 
inwardly  convinc'd,  that  our  Savioui^ 
was  not  conceiv'd  in  the  common  Way 
of  humane  Generation.  And  methinksj 
it  wouMn't  have  been  incongruous  at 
all,  that  they  who  didn't  believe,  qr 
rather  wou'dn't  acknowledge  the  Mi- 
racle, fliouM  invpnt  a  Fiftion,  to  ferye 
their  ipialicious  and  bafe  Ijefign,' 

H  4  But 
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But  to  invent  one,  that  was  fo  far 
from  having  a  plaufibie  Appearance, 
that  'i:\vas  a  great,  and  nocorious  Un- 
truthj  was  to  difcov^r  the.r  Weaknefs 
to  them,  who  are  able  to  difHngljifli 
Truth  from  Falfehoo.d. 

For  do^s  it  ftand  to  Rcafon,  that 
one,  who  was  fo  ufeful  to  the  World 
in  general,  and  exprelsM  a  molt  ten- 
der Concern,  both  for  the  Greeks^  and 
B^rharians^  that  they  might  reform 
their  Manners,  from  a  Senle  of  a  Fu- 
ture, and  Aweful  Judgment,  and  do 
whax  lay  in  their  Power,  to  gain  tlie 
Favour  of  the  Eleffed  God,  the  Crea- 
tor, and  Supream  Difpofer  of  the  Uni- 
verfc,  I  fay,  do's  it  Ihnd  to  Reafon, 
tliat  fuch  a  one,  fo  ierviceable  to  pix- 
mote  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Wel- 
fare of  precious  and  imraorial  Souls, 
fhou'd  be  fo  far  from  being  born  in  a 
miraculous  Way,  as  to  be  of  a  bafe, 
and  illegitimate  Extraftion  ? 

I  ask  the  Greeks^  and  particularly 
Ctlfm-,  (who,  whether  he  be  a  Pt^tomjl 
or  no,  thinks  he  has  fufficient  Authority 
for  what  he  fays,  if  he  do's  but  quote 
a  Palfage  out  of  the  learned  PLtto^X 
whether  it  be  not  a  Refleftion  upon 
one,  who  holds  the .  Doftrine  ot  the 
T^ra,n[mtgrAtion  of  Souls^  and  by  Con- 
fequence,  that  every  Body  has  a  pro- 
per 3qu|  to  aft,  and  animate  ity  to  <l^ 
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ny  that  oar  Saviour  was  born    in  a 
lawful  Manner,    who   engagM    in   fo 
diificult  and   important  a    Work,  ir- 
ftruflied  fo  many  ignorant  andfeducM 
Perfoas,  and  happily,  and  fndd^nlyre^ 
coverM  'em  from  that  Deluge  of  Im- 
morality,   in  which  they  had  been  fo 
long,  and  fo    deeply    plung'd.     Is  it 
not  more  rational  to  think,  according 
to    the  Opinion    of  Pjrhagoras,    PUtOy,.. 
and  Empcdoclts^  fon  the  Teflimony  of 
which  learned  Authors,    Celjn^  himfelf 
do's  very   much  relyj    that   there  are 
fome    fecret  Reafons,  why  every  Soul 
fhou'd    have  a  Body  appropriated  to 
it  felf,  tliat  is  a  fit  Receptacle  for  it, 
and  fuited  to  the  good,  or  bad  Qualities, 
which  it  had  in  its  State  of  Pre-exilt- 
ence  ?  Is    it  not    juft,  and  reafonable, 
that  a  more  than  humane  Soul,  that 
do's  moVe  Service  to  the  World,  thaa 
many  Thoufands  of  others  (to  fay  no 
more  ,    left  my  Difcourfe  Ihou'a   be 
thought  to  favour  of  Prejudice)  fhou'd 
be  united  to  a  Portion  of  Organiz'd 
Matter,  that  is  more  excellent  than  the 
Generality  of  Bodies  are? 

For  if  thofe  Souls,  which  by  the 
Virtue  of  fome  fecret  Caufes,  are  of 
too  noble  a  Nature,  to  be  united  to 
an  inanimate  Creature^  and  are  not 
worthy  to  animate  a  Body,  that  is 
compleatly  form'd,  have  one  that  is^ 
i      .  -  '  ^    ^     adapted 
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adapted  to  'em,  the  Head  of  wliicli 
being  difproportionable  to  the  reft  of 
its  Members,  do^^s  in  a  great  Meafure 
hinder  the  free  Exercile  of  Reafcin , 
and  others,  that  are  more  perfect,/ aft 
a  Body  that  is  more  .duly  difpos'd, 
and  fo  others,  according  to  the  leveral 
Degrees  of  their  native,  or  acquired 
Excellencies,  are  fent  into  more  or  lefs 
perfe£t  Bodies,  why  may  not  a  parr 
ticular  Soul  afTump  a  Body  in  a  mi- 
raculoiis  Way,  a  Body,  that  has  fomer 
thing  in  common  with  the  rell  of 
Men,  that  may  render  it  fit  fo|-  hu- 
mane Converfation ,  and  fomething 
\yherein  it  differs  from  'em,  that  may 
in  fome  Meafure,  fecure  it  from  the  fad 
Contagion  of  a  neighbouriag,  and  di- 
ftemper'dMind.  Inlliort,ifwegiveany 
Credit  to  them,whQ  are  skili'd  in  Phyftog- 
nomy ,  fqch  as  Z^opyrmj  Loxusy  Polemoj7^ 
and  others ,  who  have  directly  handrd 
that  difficult  Subject,  and  pretend  to 
find  out  extraordinary  Myfteries,  by 
pbferving  the  Rules  which  tliat  Sci- 
ence propofes,  what  Abfurdity  is  there 
in  afferting,  that  all  Bodies  are  fuited 
to  the  Qualities  of  the  Soul  that  a^^ 
'em  '^  / 


1$ 
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Is  there  then  the  leaft  Probability, 
that  a  Sou] J  fo  excellent  in  it  Telf,  and 
formM  for  ftich  great,  and  truly-ge- 
nerous Defigns,  as  the  Humane  Soul 
oF  our  Bleffed  Sayiour,  fliouM  animate 
a  Body,  which,  as  Celfm  reprefents 
the  Matter,  was  begotten  in  Adul- 
tery, by  a  wicked  Souldier,  on  the 
Body  ot*  a  luftful  Female  f  One  wou'd 
rather  think,  that  a  Mad-man,  or  a 
Perfon,  who  provM  a  conftant  J^laguc 
to  the  Age,  and  place  hp  livM  in  5 
or  a  Teacher  pf  Intemperancey  and 
injuftice,  and  an  impudent  Encourager 
of  all  Manner  of  Vice,  fhou'd  owe 
his  Birth  to  fo  impure  a  Copulation^, 
and  not  a  Teacher,  much  lefs  an  e-? 
minent  Prafticer,  of  Temperance, 
Juftip^,  and  all  other  Virtues, 


^H  A  Fo 
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Chap.     XXX. 


THIS  was  plainly  foretold  by  the 
Prophet,  and  exaftly  agrees  with 
the  promised  Sign,  that  we  read  of  in  the 
Prophecy  of  ifa,uhj  where  'tis  faid,  That 
o^r  Blejjf^d  6dVJour  tvou'^d,  bf  the  Courje 
of  his  j^ciions^  make  good  his  Name^  and 
prove  htmjelf  to  be  Emmanuel ,  God 
ivith  tis. 

And  I  think  it  may  not  be  impro-^ 
per,  to  mention  Uie  Prediftion  of  the 
tbre-mentioa'd  Prophet,  that  our  Sa« 
viour  fhou'd  be  born  of  a  Virgin  , 
which  iltl^ws  takes  no  Notice  of,  tho* 
he  pretends  to  be  perfectly  acquainted 
with  what  the  ChriHtans  hold,  either 
not  having  read  it,  or  cunningly  con- 
cealing his  Knowledge,  left  he  Ihau'd 
unawares  overthrow  his  own  belovM 
Opinions,  and  advance  any  Thing  to 
the  Prejudice  of  che  Caule,  which  he 
efpouies,  and  ufes  his  utnioft  Endea- 
vours to  maintain. 

The  Words  of  the  Prophecy  are  thefe, 
ii.  Moreover  the  Lord  [pake  agdin  to  Ahaz, 
^^^fajingj  ask  thee  a  Sign  of  the  Lord  thy 

God^ 


Vll 
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Godj  ask  it  either  in  the  Vepth^  or  in  the^ 
Height  above ^  Rut  Ahiiz  fud^  I  mil 
mt  askj  neither  mil  1  tmift  the  Lordy 
and  he  fdi  ,  hear  je  now  ,  0  Houfe  of 
David,  is  it  a  fmall  thing  to  weary  Men? 
But  r^ill  ye  weary  my  God  at  jo  ?  Therefore 
the  Lord  himfelf  jball  give  you  a  ^^ign^ 
Behold  a  Virgin  JbaJl  conceive^  and  hear 
a  Sopy^nd  call  his  Name  EmmanueL 

That  CelfH'S  difcoverM  his  Malice, 
in  not  mentioning  the  fore-going  Pro- 
phecy, I  gather,  from  his  paflingover 
it  in  a  profound  Silence,  when  he  quotes 
fome  PalTages  in  St.  Mathew^s  Gofpel, 
and  paiticularly  makes  mention  of  the 
Star,  that  appeared  at  tiie  Nativity  of 
our  Bleffed  Saviour.  c 

But  if  the  jFe/i',  whom  Celfus  perfo- 
nates,  being  us'd  to  make  critical  Re- 
marks on  Words,  fliouM  tell  us  that 
the  Word,  which  is  tranflated  Virgin^ 
fhou'd  be  rendered  Toung  Woman^  I  an« 
fwer,  the  Heirerv  Word  'x^/i?,  which 
the  Septuagint  tranflate  Virgin ,  tho' 
Others  favour  his  Meaning  of  the 
Word,  is  underftood  of  a  Virgin  in  the 
Book  of  Deuteronomy.  If  a  Damfel  (that  Dcu.xxii 
is  a  Virgin)  he  betroth'* d  to  an  Hushandy  *  ^^* 
and  /fv  Man  find  her  in  the  City^  and  lye 
with  hsry  then  ye  fpall  bring  "^em  both  out 
to  the  Gate  of  the  City^  and  ye  Jhallfi^one 
^em  with  Stones  that  they  dye  •  the  Dam- 
fel becauf  Jhe  cry"*  d  noty  being  in  the  City^ 

and 
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/md  the  Mdny  hecaufe  he  has  humhPd,  his 
Neighbour  s  Wife.  So  thou  jh ah  fut  arvay 
evil  from  among  you.  But  if  a  Man  find  a- 
betrothed  Dam/el  in  the  Field^  and  the 
Man  force  her^  and  lye  with  her^  then  the 
Man  only  that  lay  with  her  jball  dye. 
But  to  the  Damjel  thou  flfalt  do  nothings 
there  is  in  the  Damjel  no  Sin  worthy  of 
Death. 

But  not  to  dwell  too  long  upon  the 
Hebrew  Word,  which  perhaps  few  Per- 
fons  underfl-and,  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
provd  from  the  Context,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  Prophetick  Oracle,  Emma^ 
nuel  Was  to  be  born  of  a  Yirgiri* 

The  Lordfaid  to  Ahaz,  ask  thee  a  Sigfi 
of  the  Lord  thy  God.  either  in  the  Defth^ 
or  in  the  Height  above^  Then  'tis  faid, 
that  this  Sign  was  to  be  giv'n,  Behold  4 
Virgin  jhall  conceive^  and  bear  a  Soni 
But  what  Sign  couM  a  young  Wo- 
man's Conceiving  be,  if  it  was  not 
meant  of  a  Virgin  ?  And  to  which  of 
the  two,  is  it  moft  proper  to  attribute 
the  Conception  of  Emmanuel^  that  is, 
God  with  usy  to  a  young  Woman  with 
Child,  in  an  unlawful,  and  difhonou- 
rable  Way,  or  to  one,  who  had  not 
loft  her  Virginity  ?  Certainly,  ^tis  moll 
agreeable  to  the  Diftates  ofReafon,  to* 
fuppofe,  that  lb  extraordinary  a  Perfon 
was  conceived  by  the  latter,  in  a  ftrangey 
and  ev'n  miraculous  Way. 
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And  if  the  Jem  lays  fuch  a  mighty 
Strefs  upon  thofe  Words,  Jsk  thee  ^ 
Sign  of  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  I  fhouM-be 
glad  to  know,  what  Perfon  was  born, 
in  the  Reign  of  Ahazy  of  whom  it 
might  be  faid,  This  is  Emmanuel .,  which 
being  interpreted,  is^  God  with  us.  And 
if  no  fuch  Perfon  can  be  found,  I 
think,  we  may  fairly  underftand  this 
Text  of  our  Bleffed  Saviour,  who,  as 
the  Scriptures  acquaint  us,  was  to 
be  born  of  the  Seed  of  David^  accord- 
ing to  the  Flefti ,  and  the  following 
Words,  In  the  Height ' above^  or  in  the 
Depths  belorPy  haVe  a  manifeft  Agree- 
ment with  what  is  faid  of  our  Savi- 
our, He  that  defcendedy  is  the  fame  that  E^h,  Ir. 
afcended  up  far  above  aU  Htav^ns^  that  ^'  ^^' 
he  might  fill  all  Things. 


Qn$,  p. 
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QrH  A  p.     XX  XL 


THIS  I  fay  to  a  Jew^  who,  if  he 
obferves  his  Charafter,  muft  give 
his  ready,  and  firm  Affent  to  the  Truth 
of  the  Jewijh  Prophecies.  And  I  ask 
Ceifus  J  and  thofe  of  his  Party,  did 
the  Prophets  forefee  Things  to  come,' 
or  did  they  not  ?  If  they  did  not  fore- 
fee  'em,  what  fhouM  make  'enl  fpeak 
with  fuch  an  Air  of  Affurance,  and 
how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  whole 
Jervi/b  Nation  has  all  along  lookM 
upon  their  Prophecies,  as  divinely-in- 
fpir'd  Oracles  ?  And,  fince  I  am  natu- 
rally led,  into  a  Difcourfe  concerning 
the  Jewifh  Prophets,  I  hope,  that  what 
I  fhall  offer  on  this  important  Head, 
may  not  only,  by  the  Blefling  of  Al- 
mighty God,  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  the 
Jervs^  who  believe  that  they  tvere  divwe- 
ly'wfpir''d ,  but  alfo  to  as  many  of  ths 
Greeks  themfelves,  as  aft  upon  ingenu- 
ous Principles.  For  they  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  "Jews  had  true  Prophets 
among  'em,  uniefs  we  couM  fuppofe 
'cm^to  havea  fuifij-ient  V/arrant,  for  vio- 
lating 
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ktlng  their  iivinely-inftituted  Rites,  and 
paying  Divine  Worrnip,  as  a  jiift  Tri- 
bute to  the  Mock-Deities  of  Foreign 
Nations. 

I  prove  my  Aflertion  thus.  We  read  ^^  ^ 

in  the  ^ewilb  Law,  JbcA  other  Ncitior^s^^^^^'^^''''^ 
hearken  d  to  Ohfervers  of  Times^  ^nd  to 
Divip7ers.  .  But  to  the  'jer^y^fl)  Nation 
'tis  laid.  As  fcr  thte^  the  Lord  tly  God 
has  not  fi/fer^d  thee  jo  to  do.  Then  ic 
follows,  The  Lord  thy  God  will  ra^Je  f/p 
to  thee  a  Prophet  of  thy  Brethren,  If 
therefore ,  while  other  Nations  had 
Men  among  'em,  wha  foretold  future 
Events,  whether  by  the  flying  or  fing- 
ing  of  Birds,  or  by  a  narrow  Infpe- 
£tion  into  the  Entrails  of  Beafts,  or  by 
the  hollow  Voices,  that  were  form'd 
in  the  Bellies  of  certain  Ferfons,  or  by 
xhtChtlditan  Horofcopes^  thejVn/,  (Vvdio 
had,  in  common  with  Others,  a  Cu- 
riofity  to  know  what  fliou'd  come  to 
pafs)  were  forbid  to  take  the  fore-men- 
tion'd  Metliods,  and  had  no  Prophets 
of  their  own,  w!io  were  acquainted 
with  Futurities,  they  wouVl  immediate- 
ly have  entertained  m.ean  Thoiiglits  of 
their  own  Religion,  as  bearing];  no  un- 
deniable  Characters  of  its  Di  vine  A  utho- 
rity^  and  have  rejefted  all  theirFrophets 
down  from  Mofis  hiinfeir,  inibmuch  that 
we  have  Reafon  to  heUeve,  they  wou'd 
never  have  committed  any  Thing  that 

I  v/as' 
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was  deliverM  by  'em  to  Writing,  but 
either  have  had  Recourfe  to  the  Heathen 
Oracles ,  or  have  prafticM  fomething, 
in  Imitation  of  'em  ^  in  their  Native 
Coimtry. 

And  it  V/as  not  in  the  lead  abfurd, 
that  the  Prophets,  for  the  Satisfaction 
of  fome  Perfons,  who  deur'd  it,  flion'd 
prophefy  eoncerning  Matters ,  that 
leem'd  to  be  of  mean  Importance,  as 

iS^m.ix'.S^^i?/^^/ did,  concerning  fome  AlTes  that 
V.  2o,^vere  loft,  and  Ahij^h^  concerning  the 

'v!  I  IT.  Death  oi  Jerohoan^s  Son. 

And  indeed,  if^they  had  no  Prophets 
among  'em,  how  cou'd  any,  that  were 
zealous  for  the  Jew/fi  Law ,  reprove 
them,  who  confulted  the  Heathen  Ora-* 
cks  ?  As  we  read,  that  Elijah  reproved 
Ahaz>iahj  \laying^  is  it  hecauje  there  is  ncft 
a  God  in  Ifrael,  thM  ye  go  to  enquire  of 
laal-zebub  the  God  of  Ekron  ?  I  think 
then,  that  I  have  fufficiently  provM, 
not  only,  that  our  Saviour  was'  to  be 
born  of  a  Virgin,-  but  alfo  that  there 
were  divinely  -  infpir'd  Prophets  ,  to 
v/hom-  the  Jewtfl)  Nation  might  have 
ftxquent,  and  fatisfcflory  Recourfe. 

Thefe  didn'^L  only,  in  the  gener-al,- 
forerei  fome  Things,  that  wouM  come 
to  pafs,  with  reference  to  our  Bleifed 
Saviour,  and  the  remarkable  Revo- 
lutions of  Empires,  and  Change  of 
th^  Face  of  Affairs  in  the  je^vifu  Na- 
tion* 
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tion,  and  Gonverfion  of  the  Gentiles- 
but,  fometimes,  did  more  particu- 
larly foretel  fome  Things,  as  that  the 
Aflfes,  which  Kj^  had  loft  fliou'd  be 
found  ;  and  that  JeroboanPs  Son  ihou'd 
dye  :  And  I  might  give  many  Parallel 
Inftances,  that  we  meet  with  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 


Chap.     XXXII 


I  Have  this  to  fay  farcher  to  the 
Greeks^  who  wo^n't  believe,  that 
our  Saviour  was  born  of  a  Virgin,  thaC 
th;i  Creator  of  the  World,  if  he  pieafeSj^ 
can  make  evVy  Animal  bring  forth  its 
young,  in  the  fame  wonderful  manner^ 
that  is  obferv'd  of  iome  inanimate 
Creatures,  and  nothing  hinders,  but 
he  may  caufe,  if  he  pleales,  the  like  .^ 
unufual  Produclions  in  the  World  of 
Men. 

For  among  Animals,  there  are  fome 
Females,  rhat  bring  forth  their  young, 
V^'ithout  any  previous  Copulation  \vith 
the  Males,  as,  for  Inftance,  the  ^ul^ 
turesj  which  propagate  their  Kind  in 
this  uncommon  Way,  as  the  bell  Wri- 

I  2  ims 
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ters  of  Natural  Hiftory  do  acquaint 
us.  What  Abfurdity  is  there  then,  in 
fnppofing,  that  the  All-wiie  God^  de- 
figning  to  blefs  Alankind,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary, and  truly-divine  Teacher, 
fliou'd  fo  order  Matters,  that  our  Blef- 
fed  Sa  viour  fliau'd  not  be  born,  in  the 
ordinary  Method  of  humane  Genera- 
tion ? 

And  the  Greeks  themfelves  do  rea- 
dily acknowledge,  that  fome  Men  have 
come  into  the  World,  without  the  Con- 
juaftion  of  Man  and  Woman.  For  if 
th^  W^orld  hac?  a  Beginning,  as  many 
of  'em  grant  it  had,  then  the  firltMan 
was  not  producM  in  the  common  Way, 
but,  according  to  them,  by  th^Sperma- 
tick  Vertue  of  the  Earth,  which,  to  me 
feems  much  more  ftrange,  and  unac- 
countable, than  our  Saviour's  Nati- 
vity, if  we  do  but  follow  the  Dictates 
of  impartial  Reafon,  fince  the  Way  in 
which  he  was  born,  has  fome  Refem- 
blance  with  the  ufual  Method  of  car* 
nal  Copulation. 

And,  Tince  Fm  concerned  with  the 
Learned  Greeks^  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per, to  make  my  Append,  evVi  to  their 
own  Hiilories,  that  it  may  appear  to 
the  World,  that  Others,  as  well  as  the 
Chrisiians^  muft,  upon  their  own  Prin- 
ciples, acknowledge  the  Poffibility  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  Produclion,  againft 

whx'h 
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which  they  fo  loudly  exclaim.  Now 
lome  of  their  Modern  Authors  tell 
us,  that  FUto  was  born  of  Am^hiclione^ 
without  the  Conjonftion  of  Art  (ion  y 
who  was  forbid  to  touch  his  Wife ,  \  • 
'till  fhe  fliOuM  be  dsliverM  of  a  Son, 
whom  Ihe  liiouM  conceive  by  Afollo. 

This  is  a  meer  Fable^  I  confefs,  in- 
vented in  Favour  of  a  Perfon^  whofe 
uncommpa  Attainments  made  'em  in- 
clined to  think,  that  ev'n  his  Body  was 
of  a  Divine  Original,  lince  they  thought,' 
'twas  fit,  that  the  Bodies  of  thofe  Per- 
fons,  who  are  not  on  a  Level  with  the 
reit  of  Men,  fhouM  have  Tome  honou- 
rable Mark,  by  which  they  may  be 
diftinguilli'd  from  Vulgar  Mortals. 

And  becaufe  Celfu^r'^^Jeiv  continues 
his  Difcourfe  with  our  Bleiied  Saviour, 
and  ridicules  the  Fiftion,  as  he  is  pleas'd 
to  call  it,  of  his  being  born  of  a  Vir^ 
gin,  and  ranks  it  among  the  Fables  of 
the  Greeks^  concerning  Dame,  Mendiffe^ 
Auge^  and  Antiofe^  1  anfwer,  that  fuch 
pityful  Drollery  as  this,  wou'd  look 
with  an  agreeable  Air,  in  a  Merry  An^ 
dretVy  who  gathers  a  Mob  about  him, 
and  plays  his  Monkey-Tricks  on  a 
Stage,  but  don't  at  all  become  one,  who 
wou'd  treat  of  Matters  of  great  Impor- 
cance,  with  that  Gravity,  and  Seriouf- 
eefs^  which  the  Nature  of  the  Things 
challenge  from  us. 

I  J  Chap. 
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C  H  A  P,     XXXIII. 

''HEN  CelfuSj  making  mention 
^^^  of  fome  Things,  relating  to  our* 
Saviour's  Going  into  Egyft^  refufes  to 
give  Credit  to  thofe  Parts  of  the  Hi^ 
itory,  which  contain  any  Thing,  that 
is  fupernatural,  as  the  Angel's  w^arning 
Jofephj  the  reputed  Father  of  our  Lord, 
and  don't  examine  vi^hether  his  Leav- 
ing Jud^a^  and  Going  into  Egyptj  wil} 
not  admit  of  an  Allegorical  Sence;  but 
invents  an  Occafion  for  his  hteral  Go- 
ing thither,  and  believing,  and  acknow- 
ledging, in  fome  meafure,  the  Truth 
jpf  our  Saviour's  Miracles,  (  which 
caus'd  Abundance  of  People,  to  flock 
to  him,  efteeming  him  to  be  the  true 
Meffiah)  but  endeavouring  to  fhew,' 
that  they  were  wrought  by  the  Help 
of  Magick ,  and  were  far  from  being 
Proofs  of  a  Divine  CommifEon,  he 
lays,  That  having  been  privately  educa- 
ted 5  he  was  forced  to  work  in  Egypt , 
t%nd  having  learrPd  thofe  ArtSj  for  which 
th^t  Nation  is  fa  famous ^  he  re^turn* d  in^^ 
p  his\-o\m  Country.^   and  gave,  out  that^ 
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h  was  God.  But  for  my  Part,  I  can't 
conceive,  that  a  Magician  wouM  fo  in- 
daftrJouiiy  promote  a  Religion,  which 
teaches  us,  to  have  a  ftriO:  Eye  to  the 
Day  of  Judgment,  efpecially  when  we 
take  any  fenous  Affair  in  Hand ;  nor, 
can  we  think,  that  he  wou'd  take  fuch 
Care,  to  inculcate  th.at  aweful  Solemn  - 
nicy,  upon  the  Minds  of  his  Apoftles, 
whom  he  defignM  to  imploy,  in  the 
Promulgation  of  the  Gofpel,  were  he 
a  Perfon  of  fo  infamous  a  Character. 
For  either  they  wrought  Aiiracles,  or 
they  did  not.  'Tis  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
they  did  no  Miracles  at  all,  but  barely 
relying  on  the  Authority  of  a  Docirine, 
which  did  not,  hke  the  Logick  of  the 
Schools,  recommend  it  feif  to  carnal 
Reafon,  had  the  Courage  to  promote 
a  new  difcountenancM  Religion.  And 
if  they  wroughc  Miracles^  do's  it  ftand 
to  Reafon,  that  a  Company  of  Magi- 
cians fhou'd  agree,  to  expofe  themfelves 
to  imm-ineiit  Danger,  and  the  greateft 
Inconveniencies  imaginable ,  to  pro- 
mote a  Doftrine,  that  condemns  the  Ufe 
of  the  very  Art  thev  practiced  ?  But 
^twouM  beLofs  of  Time,  to  confute  this 
Difcourfe  of  Celfus^  which  has  nothings 
but  perhaps  a  little  witty  Drollery,  to 
recomm.end  it  to  the  Palate  of  the  un« 
v/ary,  and  lefs  judicious.  Reader. 

I   4  C  H  A  P^- 
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Chap.     XXXIV. 


E  goes  on  in  the  fame  Comical  and 

Bantering  Strain  ;  If  the  Mother 

or  Jtjm^  fays  he,  fvas  a  CelebratedBeauty^ 

dnd  for  that  Reafon^  the  Qyeat  God  was 

flcAS^d  to  admit  her  to  Ms  -pajjionate  Em^ 

braces^  one  wou^d  th'ink^  that  fo  excellent 

A  Being  is  of  too  pure  a   Nature^  to  be 

captivated  by  the  Charms  of  a  frail^  and 

humane  Bodjij    however  he  cou^drPt  have 

?nade  Choice  of  a  more  improper  Perfon  ; 

viz.   One^   who  had  neither  a  Great  For- 

tune^   nor  Noble  Birth ^  to  recommend  her  \ 

hut  led  fo   obfcure  a  Life^    that  jhe  was 

fcarce  known  by  thofe^  who  were  her  neareft 

A  7,  _.;  /    
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Chap.    'XXXV. 


HE    continues  his  Raillery ,    and 
fays,  Tha.t  when  her  Husband^  the 
Carpenter y  came  to  hate  her^  and  jue  for 
a    Divorce^  all  that  fhe  had   to  plead  in 
her  CYvn  Behalf^  was  ineffectual^  to  redrefs 
her  Grievames^    nor  dtd  the   Great  God 
fee  fit  ( as  much  as  you  wou*d  make  m 
believe^  he  lov^d  her  )  to  engage  his  Power ^ 
to  protect  her  from   threatening   Danger , 
ev^n  in  her  Native  Country,      Therefore 
none  of  thefe  Things ,  fays  he,   have  the 
leaft    Reference  to    the  Kingdom   of  the 
Bleffed   God.      But   this  Language,  is 
juft  like  that,  of  a  Company  of  Per- 
fons ,  fcolding    in  the    open    Streets, 
who  vent  their   Paffion,  without  the 
ieaft  Regard  to  the  Rules  of  Juftice, 


HAP. 
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C  H  A  P.    XXXVI. 


^"1^  HEN  taldng  fome  Things  out 
X  of  St.  Matheiv'^s  Gofpel ,  or  per- 
haps out  of  fome  of  the  other  Evange- 
lifts  J  concerning  the  Dove,  that  defcend- 
ed  upon  our  Saviour,  at  his  Baptifm,  he 
wouM  fain  have  the  whole  Account,  to 
pafs  for  a  falfe,  and  trifling  Story.  And 
having  faid  enough,  as  he  imagines,  to 
prove,  that  our  Saviour  wasn't  born  of 
a  Virgin,  he  continues  his  Difcourfe, 
but  don't  treat  of  Things,  in  the  Order 
of  Time,  in  which  they  came  to  pafs, 
(  for  inveterate  Malice  can  never  en- 
durcjto  be  coniin'd  to  a  regular  Method) 
and  talks,  like  thofe  fhatter-brainM  Fel- 
lows, whofe  Heat,  and  undue  PaiTion, 
do's  b  tranfport  'em,  beyond  the  Bounds 
of  Reafon,  that  they  don't  ftick,  to  fay 
whatever  comes  into  their  Minds,  and 
fo  are  hinder'd,  from  managing,  in  a 
becoming  Way,  the  feveral  Heads  of 
fcvere,  but  unjuil  Accufation,  which 
they  bring  agaiaft  their  Adverfary, 
%vith  an  Air  of  Vanity,  and  Infolence. 
For  had'n'c  he  been  greatly  wanting, 

in 
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in   the  pretended  Method  he  obferves, 
he   wouM    have    tracM     the   Hiftory 
from  its  very  Original,    fince  his   In- 
tension was,  to  expofe  it  to  Contempt. 
But  on  the  contrary,  the  Mighty  Cel- 
■jf^^  v^ho  boafts   fo  much  of  his  com- 
prehenfive  Knowledge ,    after  he  had 
jinifh'd  his    Difcourie,  concerning  oar 
Saviour's     Birth,    immediately    paffes 
on,  to  the  Defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
at  his   Baptifm,    in    the   Refemblance 
ofaDo^^^.     Then  he  finds  Fault  with 
the  Prophecies  concerning  his  Incarna- 
tion.    After  that,  he  returns   to  what 
immediately  folIowM  his  Nativity,  ^rz. 
To  give  an  Account  of  the  Star,  that 
appeared,     and    the   Wife    Men,   that 
came  from  the  £^/?,  to  worihip  iiim. 
But   any   diligent  Reader,    may    lave 
me  the  Labour,  of  fhov/ing,  how  von- 
fusM  Cel/m  is,  throughout    the  whole 
of  his  Book,   and  this  one    Thins  is 
fufficient,  to  convince  aiiy  Perfon,  who 
loves     Exaclneis    of    Method ,     that 
'twas  a    Piece   of  Arrogance   in  him, 
to  give  his  Book  the  Title  of  J  Trus 
ReUtion^  and  was  a  Strain  of  Vanity, 
perhaps  beyond  moli  Philofophers,  that 
ever  went  before  him, 
.    PUto  fays,  "  That  it  don't  become 
^'  the  Character  of  a  Man,  famous  for 
"  Wifdom,  to  be  pofitive  in  Matters^ 
^''  which  are   involved    in    veiy  great 

^^  Obfcurity- 
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<'  Obfturity. ''  And  Chrjftpm^  after 
he  has  giv^i  the  Reafons,  that  induced 
him  to  be  of  this,  or  than  Opinion, 
do's  modeftly  refer  us  to  thofe  rerfons, 
who  are  able  to  give  a  more  clear,  and 
exaO:  Account.  But  this  mighty  Man, 
being  much  wifer,  I  fuppofe,  than 
FUto^  Chrjfippf^Sy  and  all  the  Greek  Phi- 
lofophers,  gives  his  Book  the  engaging 
Title  of  J  Frue  ReUtio/j^  which  fuits 
well  enough,  I  confefs,  with  his  Boaft- 
ing,  that  he  didn't  want  to  be  informM 
of  the  Opinions,  whkh  the  Chriflians 
held. 

But  that  it  mayn't  be  thought,  that 
I  pafs  by  what  he  fays,  for  Want  of 
being  in  a  Capacity,  to  return  him  a 
proper,  and  fufficient  Aiifwer  :  I  have 
•refoIvM  to  examine  every  Material  Ar- 
ticle, tho'  I  cannot  obferve  fo  ftrid  a 
Method,  as  I  wouM,  but  am  forcM  fo 
far  to  comply,  ev'n  with  the  Folly  of 
my  Adverfary,  as  to  trace  him  thro' 
the  Labyrinth  of  hisconfus'd  Difcourfe. 

Let  us  fee  then,  what  he  has  to  offer, 
againft  the  Defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
on  our  Bleifed  Saviour,  in  the  Refem- 
blance  of  a  Dovco 


M  A  F* 
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Chap.     XXXVII. 


TH  E  Jew^  whom  Celfm  perfonates, 
direfts  his  Difcourfe  to  our  Sa- 
viour, in  the  following  Words;  Tou  pre^ 
tend^  fays  he,  that  a  Bird  appeared  to 
joUy  at  your  Baptifm ;  l^ut  can  you  produce 
any  credible  Perfon^  that  tva^  prejenty  to  fee 
it  ;  Or^  heard  the  Voice  from  Heav^n^ 
(Jby  which y  you  fay^  you  were  declar'^dy  to  be 
the  Son  of  Go  d^  be  fides  your  l'elf\  and  (if 
we  may  take  your  Word)  another  Ferfon 
of  the  fame  pityful  Clafs? 

But  before  I  return  him  a  direft  and 
full  Anfwer,  I  muft  beg  Leave,  to  make 
one  Remark,  that  'tis  very  difficult, 
and  in  fome  Cafes,  impoffible,  to  give 
evident,  and  undeniable  Proofs,  of  the 
Certainty  of  undoubted  Matters  of 
Fad. 

Suppofe  any  One  fliou'd  fay,  there 
never  was  fuch  a  Scene  of  Aftion,  as 
the  Trojan  War,  grounding  his  bold 
Affirmation,  on  the  feeming  Impoffi- 
bility,  of  fome  of  the  material  Circum- 
llances,  which  attended  it;  and  not 
conceiving,   how  then3  fhou'd  be,  In 

rerum 
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rerum  natura^  fuch  a  Perfon,  as  Achilles 
is  reprefented  to  us,  the  Son  of  Peleu^^ 
and  Tbetis^   the  Goddefs  of  the   Sea  ; 
or  Sarpedo/i ,    the   Son  of  Jupiter,    or 
Afcdapbfis,  and  Jalmenusy  the  Sons  of 
Ma,rs ;  or  Mneas^  the  Son  of  Venm ;  how 
couM   we  convince  him  of  his  grofs 
Miftake,   when   fo  many  Fables,    be- 
ing interwoven  with  the  Body  of  the 
Iliftory,  are  fo  readily,  and  fo  univer^ 
fally  believM  ?  Or  fuppofe,  any  Perfon 
fhouM  call  into  Queftion,  the  Story  of 
Oedipm,    and  Joca/ia,  and  Eteocles,  and 
Poljnlces^  their  Sons,  by  reafon  of  what 
is  confidently  related,  concerning  the 
Sphinx,  a  certain  Monfter,   that  was 
half  a   Virgin ,   how    couM    we    de* 
monftrate,  that  the  whole  Account  is 
true  ? 

I  might  fay  the  fame,  concerning 
the  fecond  Theban  War,  which  was  con- 
tinued, by  the  Pofterity  of  them,  who 
had  loft  their  Lives  in  the  firft  (tho' 
that  be  more  free  from  the  Appearance 
of  Fiftion,  than  the  former  Story  )  and 
concerning  the  Return  of  the  Heraclid^ 
to  Peloponnefm  ;  and  I  might  initance  in 
many  other  Things,  of  the  like  Nature,^ 
which  are  recorded  in  the  Kiftories  of 
the  Greeks.  But  he  who  reads  'em^ 
without  a  TinOiure  of  Prejudice,  and 
with  a  fincere  Defire,  that  he  may  not 
be  deceived,  will  judge,  how  far  he   is 

requirM^ 
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requirM,  to  yield   his  ready,  and  firm 
Affent ;  what  PalTages  he  muft  take  in 
an    Allegorical    Sence,   and    what    he 
muft  reject,  as  being  writ  in  Favour  of 
fome  particular  Perfons,  and  will  en- 
deavour, to  find  out  the  true,  and  full 
Meaning  of  thofe,  who  were  the  Ori- 
ginal Authors  of  thefe  Stories,    which 
the  Greeks^  who  are  a  learned  Nation, 
do  fo  generally  beheve.     I  wouM  lay 
down  .this  Proeliminary,  with  refpeft  to 
the  entire,  and  amazing  Hiftory  of  our 
Saviour's  Life,   as  'tis  impartially   re- 
lated in  the  Gofpels,  and  I  don't  men- 
tion this,  as  if  I  wou'd  have  the  more 
intelhgent,  and  learned  Sort  of  People, 
to  take  ThiBgs  on  truft,  but  to  fliew, 
that  the    Reader  has    great  Need  of 
Candor,  joyn'd  with  a  levere  AppHca- 
tion,  and  muft  penetrate,  if  I   may  fo 
fay,  into  the  very  Spirit  of  the   Au- 
thors,   if  he  wouM  take  their  Writings 
in  their  true  Sence,  and  utmoft  Lati- 
tude.    I  anfwer  then,  in  the  firft  Place, , 
that  if  the   Perfon ,    who  rejefts   the 
Account,  that's  giv'n,   of  the  Spirit's 
appearing  to  our  Saviour,  in  the  Re- 
femblance  of  a  Dove,   was  a  Follower 
of  Epicurus^    Democriu/s^    or     Ari(iotle^ 
there  wou'd  be  fome  plaufible  Ground 
for  his  Incredulity,  becaufe  then,  Icon- 
fefs,  he  wou'd  obferve  his  Charadcr* 


Cha 
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Chap.     XXXVIIL 


BU  T  Celju.',  with  all  his  Wifdom, 
feems  to  me,  to  have  quite  for- 

%  got,  that  all  this  while  he  was  fpeak- 
ing,  in  the  Perfon  of  a  Jew^  whom  we 
muft  fuppofe,  to  yield  a  firm  AfTent, 
to  many  PafTages  in  the  Prophets,  that 
v/ouM  fooner  be  liable  to  fliock  our 
Reafon ,  than  any  Thing  related  in 
the  Hiftory,  of  which,  I  am  now  dif- 
courfing.  For  one  might  ask  this  pre- 
tended Jen\  who  wo'n't  believe,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  appearM  to  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  in  the  Refemblance  of  a 
Dove  ;  Pray  Sir,  how  wilJ  you  be  ever 
capable,  of  giving  evident,  and  unde- 
niable Proof,  that  God  fpoke  to  Jdam^ 
Eve^  CaWy  Noah^  Abraham^  IfaaCj  or  Jacoh^ 
as  your  Scriptures  do  plainly  affert  he 
did  ?  And,  to  fet  Hiftory  againft  Hi- 
Itory,  I  wouM  addrefs  this  jew  after 
the  following  Manner;  Dear  Sir,  you 
can'c  be  ignorant,  that  Ez,ekiel^  who 
is  one  of  your  own  celebrated  Pro- 
phets, has  thefe  very  Words,  The  Hea- 
Ez^Jc.  i.  ve)7S  tvere  operi'd ,    ar^d  I  faiv  Vifions  of 

^-  '.  God ; 
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God ;   and  he  adds.  This  n?^/  the  Jfped-  ^^^^'^g 
ra;7cey  of  the  Likenefs  of  the  Glory  of  the 
Lordy  and  he  [aid  to  me. 

Now  if  tliofe  Things,  that  are  rela- 
ted of  our  Saviour,  rnuft  be  ackaow-^ 
ledgM  to  be  falfe,  becaufe,  as  you  thiak^ 
they  have  not  fufficieiit,  extrmfick  Evi- 
dence, to  recommend  'em  to  the  World  ; 
fince  you  affirm,  They  rvere^  f^^^i  ^'^-^^ 
heard  J  by  no  Ferjori  hut  himfilf^  and  ano^  ■ 
thevy  of  the  fame  pitjful  Clafs  ;  Have  wa 
not  more  Reafon  to  fufpeO*,  that  Ejce-- 
kiel  impos'd  upon  us,  when  he  laid  ^ 
that  the  Heav^is  were  opeaM  to  liis 
View  ?      And  tho'  the  Prophet  Ijatah  ■ 

fays,  /  faiv  the  Lord  ^  fi^'-^^'S  '^^^^  ^  u^ 
Throne^  high^  and  lifted  up^  above ^  it  flood  y 
the  Ser.ijjbims^  each  one  had  fx  Wtngs  \ 
Pray  Sir,  what  rational  Alluraaee  have 
you,  tliat  he  really  faw,  this  enter- 
taining, and  amazing  Sight?  You  be- 
lieve that  thefe  Things  are  true,  and 
cpriie  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  nei- 
ther can  be  deceivM,  nor  will  deceive 
us,  and  are  perfwaded,not  only,  that  die 
prophet  faw  ^em,  but  alfo  that  he  was 
Divinely-inlpirM^  when  he  committed 
thefe  Things  to  .Writing. 

But  I  ask,  which  o['  thefe  thrce^  is 
it  moft  fit  v/e  fiiduM  believe^  Ezd^el^ 
tfaiab^OV  oar  Blejfed  Sa-viot^r?  The  two 
former  did  nothing,,  that  deferves  to 
be  eompar'd^  or  ev'n  mentioiVd,  with 

K  -  what 
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what  the  latter  has  done,  whofe  Power 
was  not  only  moll  glorioiifly  difplay'd, 
when  he  appeared,  and  dwelt  on  Earth ; 
but  fliines  with  a  happy/and  remar- 
kable Luftre,  at  this  Diftance  of  Time, 
in  the  Converfion,  and  exemplary  Re- 
formation of  thofe,  who  believe  in  God 
thro'  him.  And  that  all  thofe  wonder- 
ful Effefls,  which  we  frequently  fee, 
are  owing  to  his  infinite  Povv^er,  I  in- 
fer from  hence^  that  as  he  faid,  and, 
as  conilant  Experience  may  convince 

Mat.  ix.  ^h    ^^^  [metre    Labourers  Are  few ^   in  a 
^'  3 7. comparative  Sence,  and  yet  the  Harvejl 

ihi^,\l?jof  Souls  is greac  '^  that  is,  vaft  Numbers 
are,  every  where,  almoft  continually, 
brought  into  God's  Threfhing-Floor, 
if  I  may  fo  fay ,  I  mean,  the  vifible 
Church, 

This  I  fay  to  a  "Jew  ^  not  as  if  I 
had  the  leaft  Defigri,  to  derogate  from 
the  Honour,  which  I  am  fenfible,  is 
due  to  Ez,ekielj  and  Ifaiah^  (for  that 
wouM  be  very  inconfiftent,  with  the 
Profeffion,  which  I  make,  of  the  Chri- 
iiian  Religion,  which  is  built  on  the 
Jsw/JIj  Prophets,  as  well  as  on  our  Sa- 

r  ^^  .J  viour's  Apoftles,  Jef/ps  Cbrifr  himfelf  hc^ 
\.  20,  ^^^g  ^^^  ^/?/f/  Cor^cr-JIoz-je  J  but  I  wou'd 
convince  hun ,  if  it  be  poflible,  upon 
the  Principles,  in  which  we  both  agree, 
that  v/e  have  far  more  Reafon,  to  give 
Credit  to  the  Report  of  our    Bleifed 

Saviour } 
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Saviour,  who  is  reported  to  have  ktn^ 
and  heard  fiich  Things,  and,  for  ought 
we  know,  did  acquaint  his  Difcipies, 
with  the  Vifion  which  he  faw,  and  the 
Voice  which  he  heard  from  Heav'n. 

Perhaps,  it  may  be  objected  againil 
us,  Th^t  e'v^n  the'K  who  have  qiv'n  m  an 
Accctint^  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ s  Ajyfe'Xrtng 
in  the  Rejemb lance  of  a  Dove ,  and  of 
the  Voice  y  thdt  came  from  HeMv^n  ;  h,%dr?t 
thefe  Things  J  fo  much  as  fo7n  our  Sa^ 
viour'*s  Mouthy  fince^  ev^n  according  to 
our  own  Notions ^  the  fame  Spirit^  which 
irfpir'^d  Moles ,  to  write  a  Hiliory  of 
what  ^.tfs'^d  for  many  AgeSj  before  ever 
he  was  bor^y  ev^n  from  the  Creation  of 
the  World  to  the  Ttrne  of  Abraham, 
whoy  in  fome  Sence^  was  the  father  'f  the 
Jewilli  Race^  might  alfo  immediately  re-' 
ueal  the  Jl range  Pajfages^  which  hafj/trPd 
ap  our  Sa'viour'^s  Baptifm ,  to  the  four 
Evangelifls. 

But  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  one,  who 
is  favoured,  v/ith  what  theScripcures 
call  the  Gift  of  Wifdom,  can  eafily  ac- 
count for  the  Opening  of  Heav'n,  and 
alfign  a  Reafon,  w^hy  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit appearM,  to  our  JBleifed  Saviour  in 
the  Reiemblance  of  a  Dove,  rather  than 
in  the  Shape  of  any  ocher  Animal. 
However,  thefe  are  KUceties,  that  ar*" 
foreign  to  our  prefenc  Purpofe. 

K  2  All 
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All  therefore,  that  I  Hiall  do  at  pre- 
fent,  flaall  be  to  fliew,  that  Celfm  did 
not  only  want  the  Innocence  of  the 
Dove  y  but  ev'n  the  Si^btilty  of  the 
Serpent,  when,  he  put  fuch  Difcourfe 
as  this,  into  the  Mouth  of  one,  whom 
he  calls  a  Jew  ^  who,  if  he  be  not  falfe 
to  his  Pretenfions,  mufi:  believe  feveral 
Things,  that  are  much  more  impro- 
bable, than  any  Thing  related  in  the 
Hiftory ,  of  which ,  I  am  now  diP 
courfmg. 


Chap.     XXXIX. 

Remember ,  in  a  Difputation  ^  I 
had  with  fome  Celebrated  Jewijh 
Doctors,  and  before  a  great  Deal  of 
Learned  Company,  who  were  at  once 
Witneffes,  and  Judges  of  what  I  faicl, 
I  UbM  this  Argument  againft  'em  ; 
Pray  Gentlemen^  1st  me  know,  faid  I, 
-fincetwo  Perfons  have  appearM,  upon 
t!ic  Stage  of  the  World,  who  are  con- 
fidently reported,  to  have  done  fuch 
Things^  as\vere  vaftly  beyond  the 
Sphere  of  Nature  •,  viz.  Mofes.^  the 
Lawgiver  of  tlie  [jews^  who  has  writ 
the    Hiilory    of   wliat    he    did  :    and 

JESUS 
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J  E  S  U  S,   our  Mafter,    who  has  not 
left   behind   him,   in  Writing,  an  Ac- 
count, of  any  of  the  Afiions  which  he 
did;  but  has  the  concurring  Teilimony 
of  the  four  EvangeUlls ;  I  fay,  let   me 
know,    on    what  Grounds,    you    can 
juilify  the  vaft  Difference,  v^hich  you 
make  between 'em,  that  we   niuft  be» 
lieve,  foiiboih,    that    Mofes     deliverM 
nothing,  but  what  was  true,  tho'  the 
Egjftians    reproach  him,    as  one  that 
dealt  with, the   Devil;  but  muft  look 
upon  our  Saviour,  as  a  viie  Impoftour, 
on  the  Account  of  the  fe vere  Accufa- 
tions,  which  you    bring    againft    him. 
We  fee,  that   both  the.e  Pe^ions,  have 
their  Authority  fupported,  <:)Y  the  Te- 
ftirnony   of    a  great  Body   of  People, 
Mofes  has  his  fupporced  by  the    ready, 
and  joint  Teftimony  of  the  Jeivijb  Na- 
tion, and  our  Sdvtour  his  by  the  General 
Suffrage  of  the  Chrt(lta:is^    who  doa^t 
deny  Mofes ^  to  be  a  Prophet  lent  from 
God ;  but  confirm  the  Hiftory  qf  our 
Saviour,  ev'n  by  the  Sacred,  and  Un- 
difputed  Authority  of  your  celebrated 
Mofes.     If  therefore,  you  defire  us^  to 
juftifyour  Conduft,  in  paying  ib  awful 
a  Regard  to   our   Bleffed  Saviour,  do 
you  firft  affign  fome  Reafons,  why  you 
believe  in  Mofs^  who   came  into  i\\z 
World,  many  Ages  before  the  inc/^jnafe, 
fefus]  and  then,  it  may  be  time  to  ac- 
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quaint  you,  with  the  rational  GxouwASj 
on  which  our  Faith  is  built. 

But  if  you  retufe    to  give  us    any 
Reafons,  why    you    believe  in    Mofes^ 
neither  fhall  we  think  fit  to   acquaint 
you,  With  thole  we  have,  for  believing 
in  cur  Saviour,  or  if  you  are  not  able 
to  offer  any  Demoaftrative  Arguments 
in  lavour  of  your  juftly  celebrated  Mojes^ 
be  pleasM  to  hear,  what  Arguments  wq 
can  bring,  ev^n  from  the  Law,  and  the 
Prophecs,  to  prove,   that  our  Jefus  is 
the  true  Mejp..ih,     And  which  is  fome- 
thing  ftrange,    thofe  very  Arguments, 
which  we  bring  from  the  Old  Teftament 
Writings^   to  prove,   that  our  Saviour 
had  a  "Divine  Commiffion,  do,  at  the 
fame  Time,  prove,  that  Mojes  and  the 
Prophets  were  Perfons,  who  were  im- 
mediately infpirM.     But  to  return. 

Tht3  Law,  and  the  Prophets,  abound, 
with  as  ftiange  Stories,  as  that  of  the 
Povs,  that  appsarM  to  our  Saviour,  at 
his  Baptifm.  •  and  the  Voice,  that  came 
to  him  out  of  Heav'n  *,  and  that  it  was^ 
the  Spirit  of  God,  that  appeared  to  him, 
in  the  Refemblance  of  a  Dove,  do's,  I 
thiiik,  at  leaft  feem  highly  probable,^ 
from  the  Confideration  pf  the  Miracles, 
which  our  Saviour  wrought,  which  CV/- 
jus  fays,  he  did,  by  the  Help  of  Ma- 
f;;;ick/\i1iich  he  had  learn'd  in  F^gip* 

Here 
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Here  I  think,  it  may  not  be  im- 
propefj  to  mention,  not  only  the  Mi- 
racles of  our  Saviour  ^  but  alfo  thofe, 
which  were  wrought  by  the  Apoftles, 
who  were,  ever^y  Way,  quahfy'd,  for 
that  great  Work,  in  which,  their  Mafter 
did  engage  'em*  For  if  their  Mmiftry 
hadn't  been  accompany'd  with  Mi  racks, 
thev  wou'd  never  have  been  able,  fo 
happily  to  prevail  with  their  Hearers, 
to  renounce  the  Pveligion,  in  which 
they  had  been  bcrn,  and  bred,  and 
to  embrace  a  new,  dilcountenanc'd 
DoGrinc,  the  Frofeffion  of  which , 
wou'd  eADofe  'em  to  the  greateft  Dan- 
gers, ev'n  to  an  ignominious,  and  pain- 
iul  Death,  and  Ibme  remarkable  Foot- 
fteps  of  that  Holy  Spirit,  who  ap- 
peared to  our  Saviour,  in  the  Refem- 
blaiice  of  a  Dove,  do  remain  among 
Chnitims^  to  this  very  Day.  They 
difpoffefs  Demons ^  perform  many  won- 
derful Cures.,  and  lometimes,  when  God 
lec^s  fit,  they  forefec^  and  foretel  future^ 
diiiant,  anel  very  contingents  Events. 
And  therefore,  let  Celjm-^  and  his  jV/f, 
ridicule  us,  as  much  as  ever  they  pleafe, 
yet  'tis  plain,  and  I  chink,  undeniable, 
that  many  Peribns  have  :imbracM  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  in  Sp:te  of  all  the 
Force  of  Prejudice,  the  Spirit  of  God 
making  fo  fudden,  ana  fo  powerful  an 
Impreluon  on  their  pnds,  whether  in 
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a  Dream,  or  Vifion,  or  fbme  other  Way 
that  iixftead  of  be'ing  implacable  Ene- 
mies to  Chriftianity,  as  once  they  were^ 
they  liave  chearfully,  and  ev'n  trium- 
phantly, laid  down'  their  Lives,  for  the 
Sake  of  their  ProfelTion,  and  fealM  the 
I'ruth  with  their  warmeft   Blood, 
'   If  1  fliou'd  only  relate  thofe  Things, 
that  hq^ye  ialPn,   within  the  Compafs, 
of  my   own  perfonal  Knowledge^  and 
frequent  Oblervation ;  I  fhouM  furnifh 
Iniidels,    with    abundant    Matter    of 
Laughter  5   who    wouM    be    ready  to 
•  fuipect  us  'Chrifliansj  as  we  do  them,  of 
inventing  Fictions,    to  fupport  a  bad, 
and    finking  Caufe,  tho'  the  Searchei' 
of  Hea^rts   can  bear  me  Witnefs,  that 
my  Dcfign,  and  Endeavour,  is  not  to 
maintain   our  Religion,   by  fabulous, 
and    ridiculous   Narrations;  but   by  a 
Variety  of  proper  Evidence,  to  recom- 
mend it    to'  the  Y/orld,  as  being  de- 
i'iv'd  from    no  other^,   than   a   Divine 
Origin;::!. 

'  Antf  jQnce  'tis  a  pretended  "Jew^  who. 
calls  ill' Oueftion,  the  Defcent  of  the 
Holy  Spicit,  upon  our  Saviour,  in  the 
Refembiaiiae  of  a  Dove,  one  might 
well  demahil,  who  is  it,  that  fays  thus 
|ra.xlvi:j.in  IfaiaPs  Pfca^hecy,  Now  the  Lord  God 
'  H  ^^'h^s  fern  ine^'dm  his  Holy  Spirit ;  which 
Words  are  amb/'guous,  and  may  either 
fignify^lliat^theV  Father^  and  the  Holy 
^^     ^  ^-  -  ■  Spirit 
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spirit,  fent  our  BieiTed  SaviOiir,  or, 
that  the  Son,  and  Spirit,  were  both 
fent  by  the  Father,  the  latter  of  which 
two  Interpretations,  feems  to  me,  I 
confefs,  to  be  crue^  and  genuine,  and 
becaufe  our  Saviour  was  lent  firi%  and 
then  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  Pro^ 
phecy  might  be  fulfird,  the  Accom- 
plifhment  of  which,  was  refervVI  for 
Future  Ages,  for  that  Realbn  among 
others,  I  judge  it  is,  that  Things  are 
related,  as  they  are,  by  the  Evangelifts. 


Chap.     XL. 

AN  D  fince  Celfrn'^s  Jew  do's ,  ia 
fome  fort,  acknowledge,  that  our 
Saviour  was  baptiz'd  by  John  the  Bap- 
tifi^  I  wduM  produce  the  Teftimony  of 
a  Famous  Author,  v/ho  liv'd  quickly 
after,  I  mean  Jqfephusy  who  in  the  i8th 
Book  of  his  Jewijh  Antiquities ,  fays , 
^'  That  John  the  B^//-//  was  inverted 
^^  with  Authority  to  baptize,  and  pro- 
^'  mis'd  RemiiTion  of  Sin  to  them  5 
f^  that  came  to  his  Baptifm, 

The 


154-       Origen  againfl:  Celfm. 

The  fame  Author,  tho'  he  don't  be- 
lieve, that  our  Saviour  was  the  true 
MelTiah,  and  when  he  enquires  into 
the  Caufe  of  the  Taking  of  Jerujalem^ 
and  the  Dellruflion  of  the  lemple, 
don\  afcribe  this  grievous,  and  fur- 
pricing  CaUaiicy,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  to  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Bleffed 
Saviour;  yet  is  forcM:.to  make  fome 
flender  Approach  to  Truth,  and  to 
acknowledge,  that  'iwas  a  remarkable 
Judgment;  which  God  knt  upon  the 
"Jewtjh  Nation,  for  killing  j^imes  the 
)ufl:,  (  who  was  Brother  to  "jejm^  who  is 
cairdby  the  Name  oi  Chrijt^  )  atKl  was, 
without  doubt,  a  very  virtuous,  and 
pious  Man. 

Tills  "James  was  the    fame  Perfbn, 

St.  V/tul^    tliat  ilncere  Follower,    and 

eminent  Apoftle  of  our  Bleffed  Lord, 

tells  us,  that  he  went  to  vifit,  becaufe  he 

was  the  Brother  of  Chrift,  which  Title 

was  proper  for  huii,  not  fo  much  by 

Reafon   of  their  bemg,    in  a   peculiar 

Seoce,  of  the  fame  Flefn,  and   Blood, 

as  on  the  Account  of  the  admirable, 

and  manifefl  Ain-eement  both  of  their 

•  .7 

Doftrine,  and  their  Morals. 

If  then  the  fore-mencionM  Author 
fays,  "  That  the  Deitruftion  oijeru- 
^'  jtlem^  was  owing  to  the  Barbarous 
"  Dsath  of  "Jm^es  the  jivii;''  how  much 
more  Reafon  is  there  to  believe,  'twas 

reallvj 


really,  and  principally  owing  to  the 
Crucifixion  of  our  Bleired  Saviour, 
whofe  Divinity  5  is  fo  frequently  at- 
tefted,  by  fo  many  large,  and  united 
Bodies  of  Men,  that  confift  of  luch 
Perfons,  as  have  left  their  vicious  Pra- 
dices,  devote  themfelves  to  the  Ser- 
vice of  their  great  Creator,  and  liberal 
Benefai^or,  and  in  all  their  Aftions, 
have  a  moft  ferious  Regard  to  bis 
Honour,  and  Intereif  in  the  World. 

And  tho'  the  pretended  Jetv  iliouM 
make  no  Apology  for  the  Prophet  f^^-- 
kiel^    and  1/aiahy    fince  we  meet  with 
Paitages  in  their  Writings,  and  in  the 
relt  of  the  Prophets ,    which  are   no 
lefs   jftrange ,    I  am   fure ,   than  thofe 
which  are  related  in  the  Gofpels,  con-^ 
cerning  our  Bleffed  Saviour  ;  w^.  That 
the  Heavens  were  open'd,  and  that  he 
heard  a   Voice  from    thence  ;    I  fliall 
endeavour   to   (hew ,   that    all ,    who 
believe  an  over-ruhng  Providence,  ac- 
knowledge ,    there   iiave  been  prister- 
natural  Vifions^  and  fuch  wherein  fu- 
ture Events,  relating  to  the  Aifaii's  of 
humane  Life,  have  been  more  clearly, 
pr  m.ore  obfcurely  reprefented  to  the 
warm  Imagination ;  I  fay,  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  Ihew,  that  the  Affertcrs  of 
Providence    acknowledge ,    that    fuch 
Vifions  have  been  feen,  by  Perfons  ia 
their  Sleep  ;  an4  that  'tis  no  difficult 

Mat* 
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Matter  to  conceive ,  upon  this  M^po- 
tkefiSy  that  the  fame  Impreffions  may 
be  made  on  the  Imagination,  when  a 
Perfon  is  awake :  W  hether  they  be  de- 
lignM  by  God,  for  the  private  Benefit 
oi"  fome  particular  Perfons,  or  to  pro- 
mote the  fpiritual  Advantage  of  Man- 
kind in  general,  and  as  in  our  Sleep, 
tho""  there  be  nothing  to  Itrike  upon 
our  Senfe  of  Sight,  or  Hearing,  yet 
we  ftrongly  imagine,  that  we  fee  fucli 
Ob)e£ls,and  hear  fuch  articulate  Sounds, 
when  'tis  our  rational  Facuky,  that^s 
all  this  while  at  Work,  and  undergoes 
thefe  various,  and  ftrange  Senfations: 
So  there's  no  Abfurdity,  in  fuppofing, 
that  the  fame  ^Thing  might  happen 
to  the  Prophets,  when  we  read,  that 
the  Heav'ns  were  openM  to  'em,  that 
they  favv  llrange  Sights,  and*  heard  the 
Voice  of  the  great  God  himfelf. 

For  my  Pare,  I  don't  fuppofe,  that 
the  vifible  Heavens  were  open'd,  and, 
m  a  literal  Sence,  were  cleav'd  afun- 
der,  to  give  the  Prophet  Ez.ekiel  an 
Occafion,  for  writing  as  he  do's. 

And  I  am  fully  laiisfy'd,  that  they 
who  read  the  Gofpels,  with  any  Mea- 
fure  of  Judgment,  won't  underftand 
our  Saviour's  Vifion ,  in  the  grofs 
Ssnfe  of  the  Words  of  Scripture,  tho^ 
I  am  not  a  little  fenfible,  that  the  ig- 
uoraut  Sore  of  People^,  who,  at  eve/ y 

Turn 
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Turn,  and  to  fupport  an  idle  Whim- 
fy  of  their  own,  will  allow  the  Frame 
of  Univerlal  Nature,  to  be  fhak'd  / 
from  off  its  Hinges  ;  and  imagine,  that 
fo  vaft,  and  compact  a  Body,  as  that 
of  the  Heavens,  was  rent  in  two;  will 
be  offended  with  any  Difcourfe  in  Di- 
vinity, that  do's  in  the  leaft,  interfere 
with  the  literal,  and  moft  obvious 
Sence  of  Scripture. 

But  one  who    dives  to   the  Bottom 
of  Things,  will    find,    that^    according 
to    the    Account,   we   have,  in    Holy 
Writ,  there  is  a  certain,  Divine  Know- 
ledge, which  none,  but  a  few,  happy 
Perfons  have,    (as  Solomon  fays,   Thou  p   ^  - 
jhdt  jind  the    Kjiowledge  of   the    Lord)     \  ]^ 
and   that  the  feveral    Branches   of  it, 
are  fuch  as  follow;  ^nz,     A  Sight,  a- 
dapted  to    the    Gontemplacion  of  Ob- 
jecls,  that   are  beyond   the  Sphere    of 
unaffified  Nature^  fuch  as  CherubimSj  and 
Seraphims  ;  a  Hearing,  fuitcd  to  the  Per- 
ception of  Sounds,  vaftly  different  from 
thole  ,    which  are  formM  in  the  Air ; 
a  Taft,  that  can  relifh  the  living  Bread, 
that  came  down  from  Heaven  ;  a  Smell, 
that   can    diftinguifli    that    Heavenly 
Perfume,  of  which,  the  Apoftle  fpeaks, 
when  he  lays.  We  are  unto  God  ii  fr^eet  ^  qq^^  |j 
Savour  ofChnft ;  and  a  Touch,  of  which,   V.  i^. 
St.  ^ohn    fpeaks,    when   he  fays,    Our-  .  ,    . 
ria/ms   have    hnjcu  a   of     the     nord  of    v,  !.■ 
Life.  The" 
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The  Bleffed  Prophets  therefore,  be- 
ing Partakers  of  thefe  Divine  Senfati- 
ons,  and  feeing,  hearing,  tailing,  and 
fmelling,  in  a  Way*  that  is  perfeftly 
fupernatural,  we  muft  underftand  thele 
Things,  in  the  fame  Sence,  in  which 
we  muft  take  that  Place  in  Ez^ekiel , 
where  he's  faid,  to  have  eat  the  Book 
that   was  deUver'd  him. 

In  this  Sence  it  was  that  Ifaac  fmelt 
the  fweet  Savour   of  the  Divine  Gar- 
ments of  his  Son,  and  pronouncM  this 
Bleffing  upon  him,  See  the  Smell  of  my 
Son  ti'  as  the  Smell  of  a  Field^  which   the 
Lord  has   hlejs'^d,.  And  after    the   fame 
Manner,  our  Saviour  touch'd  the  Le- 
per ,   which  I  think,    mult  be  under- 
itood  of  a  Spiritual,  rather  than  a  Corpo- 
real Touch,  that    he  might  not  only 
cleanfe  him,  as  fome  thmk,  from  his 
bodily  Diftemper,  but  chiefly,  that  he 
might  puige  him  from  the  viler,  and 
more  dangerous  Leprofy  of  Sin.     And 
after  the  lame  manner,  "^ohn  the  Bap- 
till-   bears    Witnefs    in    the   following 
John  b     Words,  /  fa)v  the  Spirit  defcending  from 
^^'    Heav^/7y  like  a  Dove^  and  it  abode  upon 
him  J  and  I  knew  him  not  \  but  he  that  jent 
me  to  baptize  with  Water j  the  fame  faid 
to  rne^  upon  whom  thou  fhalt  fee  the  Spirit 
defcending^  and  remaining^  the  fame  is  he^ 
who  baptizes  with  the  Holj  Ghojl  \  and  I 
faWy  and  bare  Record^  that  thii  is  the  Son^ 

of 
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of  God.  And  theHeav'ns  were  openM 
to  our  bleiied  Saviour,  when  there  was 
no  Peribn  prefent,  as  far  as  I  can  ga- 
ther from  the  Account,  which  we  have 
in  Scripture,  to  be  an  Eye^  and  Ear. 
WitnciS  of  what  happened  to  him,  ex- 
cept "John  the  Baftij}. 

But  our  Saviour  foretold  his  Difci- 
pies,  that  they  alio  fhou'd  fee  the  ,  . 
Heavens  openM,  faying,  Verily^  Verily^  y^s], 
I  fay  unto  youj  that  hereafter  you  jhall  fee 
Hea'v'^n  open^  and  the  Angels  of  God  af^ 
cendingy  and  defcending  upon  the  Son  of 
Man, 

And,  in  the  foregoing  Sence,  we 
muft  underftand  that  Place  of  Scrip- 
ture; where  'tis  faid,  that  St.  ?aul^2S 
carry'd  up  to  the  third,  or  highelt  Hea- 
ven, which  before  was  open'd  to  him, 
fince  we  are  well-aifur'd,  he  was  one 
of  the  fincere  Followers,  and  moft  emi- 
nent Apoftles  of  our  Bleffed  Lord.  But 
as  for  thofe  Words,  Whether  in  the  Body^  ^  %^^f^ 
or  out  of  the  Body^  1  can^t  tell,  God  knows  •  "  * 
'tis  not  my  Bulinefs  at  prefent,  to  in- 
fill upon  'em. 


Chap, 


■*«i. 
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Chap.     XLL 


GIVE  me  leave  to  add  one 
Thing  here,  aod  that  is  this, 
thsit  Celfe^'y  without  ainy  Warrant  froni 
Scripture,  or  Reafon,  as  far  as  I  can 
fee,  imagines,  that  our  Saviour  did  ac- 
quaint his  Difciples,  with  the  rtrange 
Things  that  had  happcnM  to  him,  that 
the  Heavens  had  been  open'd,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God,  had  defcended 
upon  him  at  the  River  Jordan. 

But  this  mighty  Man, with  all  his  Wif- 
dom,  feems  not  at  all  to  have  confider'd 
the  Incongruity  of  fuch  a  Suppofition, 
with     the    General    Practice    of   our 
Saviour,  who  forbad   his  Difciples,  to 
make   mention  of   the  Vifion,  which 
lie  faw  upon  the    Mountain,   'till  he 
Ihou'drife  from  the  Dead.     And  No- 
thing was  more  common,   as  appears 
from  the  Gofpels,  than  for  our  Bleffed 
Saviour,  to  do  what  lay  in  his  Power 
to  avoid  all  Talk,  that  was  in  favour  of 
1°^^^^-  himfelf.     Therefore  he  fays.  If  I  bear 
'  ^  ^*  Witnefs   of   rnj  felf^    my  Wttnefs   is  not 
trfie.      And   faecaufe    he   induftrioufly 

avoided 
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avoided  every  Thing  thac  favoured  of 
SelF-Appiauk,  and  had  rather  that  his 
Works  Ihou'd  praife  him,  and  demons 
ilrare  to  the  World,  that  he  was  the 
true  Meffiah^  the  ^jews  faid  co  hiai,  // 
thou  he  the  Chrijl^  do  thou  teil  us  flut7jl)^ 
And  b^caufs  the  ^jewj  v/hom  CelJ^i^ 
perfonates,  I'peaking  of  the  Appearance 
of  the  Holy  Spiritj  to  our  Saviour^  ia 
the  Refernblance  of  a  Dove,  iays^ 
There^s  no  Bodj^  to  dttt'H  the  Truth ^  of 
what  haf period  to  jou^  bejidei  your  fe/f] 
'd'dd  aiwther  Perfon^  of  the  fame  ^ityfuL 
CUfs^  I  think  it  will  be  feaforiable,  and 
highly  necelTary^  to  Ihew,  that  he 
talks  infuch  a  manner^  as  is  very  uiifuit- 
able  to  the  Character  he  bears.  And 
t!us  is  evident,  from  the  different  He' 
gard,  which  the  "jews  pay  to  Chrtjty  and 
to  ^ohu  the  Baptift,  both  with  Re- 
fpect  to  their  Perfons,  and  their  Suf- 
ferings, which  to  me  is  a  fufficfent 
Argument,  that,  after  ail  the  Freiea- 
fions  which  he  makes  to  Knowkdge,^ 
he  cou'dn't  psrfonais  a  jfe-n?,  difcourrmg 
confiftently  with  our  Bleifcd  Sa- 
viour. -, 


ti  '  C  H  A  P, 
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Chap.     XLIL 


HEN  Celj%^(l  donh  ^vell  know 
_^  how,  but  Ifappofe,  pLirpolely>) 
overlooks  one  of  the  moft  cosreiit  Ar- 
guments^  that  caa  be  brought,  in  Fs^^ 
vour  of  our  Bleired  Lord  ,  'viz..  His 
being  foretold  by  Ac  Jeiv^jh  Prophets, 
bv  Jrhfes^  and  cliofe  who  fucceded  him, 
and  ev'ii  by  fome,  who  hv'd  Kong  before 
him.  I  preranie,- 'twas  for  this  politick 
Reafon,  becaufe  he  kaew  very  well, 
tl;at  he  cou'dn^  return  any  tolerable 
Anlvver  to  a  propoficion,  to  which  both 
the  Jews^  and  tlie  greateH:  Hereticks  did 
aifent,  who  all  agree,  tliat  many  of  the 
Prophecies  of  the  j^H'/j/S  Propliets  were 
accompl  Ih'd,  in  the  Perfon  of  him, 
whom  we  believe  to  be  the  True 
MeiRali,  > 

And  p^n'haps,  he  had  never  read  the 
Prophecies^  bur  liad  heard  fi  t^enerai,and 
loo^e  Rcrport  concerning  'en).  For  if 
he  had  known^  tliat  there  have  been 
feveral  Fiuphets ,  vdio  have  foretold 
cur  Savioiir'i  Appearance  in  the  Vv^orld^ 
certainly    he   wouM    never  have    put 

theie 
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thefe  Words,  into  tne  Mourh  of  a  J^m,  ^ 
(which  I  think,  wou'd  aiuch  better 
have  become  a  6.;t;>v.^///^^{4  pr  a  ibW- 
ducee^')  viz.  iVi)/  prophet  j did  jormetly^ 
in  Jerufalem,  thdt  the  6W  oj.  God  irou'^d 
come  to  reward  the  lli^hteosis.  and  to 
funijiJ    the  Wicked, 

For  furely,  there  have  been  more 
than  one  Prophet,  that  have  propiie- 
cy'd  of  oar  BlelTed  Saviour,  fince  cv'ii 
the  Sadduces^  and  the  Samarita/7Sj  who 
own  no  more  than  ths  Pentateuch , 
can't  but  fee^  if  they  are  not  wih'uliy 
bhnd,  that  lUofes  himfcU'  has  pro- 
phefyM  concerning  him.  and  'tis  im- 
poffible,  the  prophecy  ili:>uM  be  pub- 
lilli'd  at  JertifJem^  fiiicc  the  Name  of 
no  fuch  Place  was  known,  for  many 
Ages  after  Mojes. 

By  the   Way,  I  wiih    with  all  my 
Heart,    that    all    our    implacable  Ad- 
verfaries,    unlels  it  fliouM  pleafe  God 
to  convert  'em ,  were    as  ignoranc  as 
CelJH'S^  not  only   of  the  true,   and  full 
Sence  of  the  Things,   of   which   the 
Scripture  treats;  but  aifo  of  the  very 
Letter  of  it,  that  fo   their  Difcourics, 
not    having   that  Colour   of   Reafon , 
which  fometimes  they  have,  the  corn- 
on  People  might   ape  fo  mucii,  as  tor 
a  fliort  Space    of  Time,    yield,    ev'a 
the  weakeft  AiTent  to  any  Tiling,  they 
are  able  to  produce   againil  us. 

L    2 
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Belides  no  J^rp  ^  but  one,  who  is 
i3rought  over  to  the  Rehgion  which 
we  embrace,  .will  acknowledge,  that 
the  Prophets  foretold,  that  the  Son  of 
God  was  to  come  into  the  World. 
What  the  Jews  fay  is  this^  that  the 
Me/fiah  is  to  come,  and  in  their  Dif- 
putations  with  us,  the  firft  Queftion 
almoit  which  they  ask,  is,  Who  is  this 
Son  of  Gody  of  rvhom  you  talk  fo  much  ? 
intimating  to  us,  that  they  don*t  be- 
lieve, that  any  fuch  Perfon  was  ever 
intended  by  the  Prophets. 

For  my  Parr,  I  firmly  believe,  that 

the  Perfon,  of  whom  there  are  fo  many 

Prediftions,   in   the    Writings  of  the 

Jemlh  Prophets ,    is  the  Son  of  God  ; 

but  I  can't,    for  my  Life ,    conceive,< 

how  a  Jew^  who  denies  this  plain  Af- 

fertion,    can  confiitently  with  his  Gha^ 

rafter,  m.ake  ufe  of  the  follov/ing  Words, 

My  Prophet  laid  formerly  in  Jeru(alem^ 

thai  the  Son  of  God   was  to  come   into  the 

World,     Then  Celfu^  adds  the  following 

Words,  Tf?  reward  the  righteousy   and  to 

funi[h  the  wicked.     And,  as  if  this  was 

all  that  was  fore^told,  and  there  were 

no  PrediQ:ions,  concerning  the  Place  of 

our  Saviour's  Nativity,  or  the  unjuft, 

-    and   barbarous  Treatment,   which  he 

met  with,    at  the  Hands  of  his  owii 

Country-men  the  Jews^   or  his  Refur-^ 

redion  from  the  dead,  or  the  Miracles 

he 
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he  perform'd  ^  he  fays,  Why  jbotid  thi^ 
Prophesy  be  appropriated  to  you^  when  the 
fime  Thing  m/iy  be  f^id  of  muny  PdrJo/iSy 
that  liv^i  before ,    &nd   after  you^    with 
more  rctifon^  than  you  can  fay  it  of  yowf 
fi^f  ?    and  ieeming  to  infinnare,    that 
there  were  abundance  of  Perfons,   to 
whom   this  Prophecy  might   fitly  be 
9.pply'd,  as  well  in  all  refpefts,  as  to 
our  Bkffed  Savipiir ;  he   fays,  Seve^'al 
Enthufiafls    and  Impofiors    have  claini'd 
the  venerable  Title^  of  the   Son  of  God^ 
And  have  faid-^  that  they  came  down  from 
Heaven  ;     tho'    I     know    not  ^    what 
Ground   he  couM  have,  for  ufing  this 
Expreffion,  fiuce  the  Jews  do  ftrongly 
deny,    that  our  Saviour  was  the  Son 
of  God.     To  this  I  anfwer,  that  feve- 
ral  Prophets  have  prophecyM  in  a  dif? 
ferent  rnaiiner,  concerning  the  Mef/icih^ 
fome  by  obfcure,  ^nd  almoft  uninceili-? 
gible  Hints^  others  by  Allegories,  and 
fome  in  the  plaineft,  and  moit  exprefs 
Terms  imaginable.    And  becauieC>//W 
difcovers  hi^"^  Malice,    and    exceiTive 
Heat,  in  the  Sequel  of  his  Difcourfc, 
where  the  J^n?,   fpeaking  to  thofe  of 
his  own  Nation,  tliat  were  converted 
to  the  Chrijlian  Faith^  has  the  Confi- 
dence to  fay.  That  the  Prophecies  rvhich 
Are  dpplfd  to  our  Saviour^  may  he  other^. 
wife^    and  much  better  accomrnoddted  ;   I 
llunk,  it  may  not  be  improper  at  pre-^ 
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fent,  to  inftance  in  feme  few  of  'em, 
which  are  nioft  confiderable.  And 
Jiere  la  any  Perfon  employ  his  utmoft 
Skill,  i  dery  him  to  iliock  the  Faith 
of  any  judicious,  and  eitabliilVd  Chri- 
ftians. 

As  for  the  Place  of  our  Saviour's 
Nativity,  'tis  lasd,  That  a  Ruler  jb^lt 
come  forth  from  Bethlehem,  in  the  fol- 
Mica.y.  lowing  Wprds ,  But  thou^  Bethlehem 
V,  i.  Ephratah,  tho^  thou  be  little  among  the 
Thouf^nds  of  Judah  \  yet  otit  of  theefoall 
he  come  forth  unto  me^  who  is  to  be  Ruler 
in  Ifrael ;  whgfe  Goings  forth  have  been 
from  of  Old^  from  EverUfiing. 
'This  Prophecy  can't,  with  any  Shew 
of  Reafon,"  be  apply 'd  to  thofe  Enthu^ 
fiafts  and  Impojlors^^  as  CelffM  calls  'em, 
Who  fay,  thev  came  down  from  Hea-^ 
yen,  uulefs  it  plainly  appears,  that  they 
l,verc  born  at  Bethleher/j^  or  as  the  Words 
may  be  rendered,  came  forth  from  Beth- 
lehemy  to  be  Rulers  of  the  People.  As 
for  our  Saviour's  being  born  at  llethle-- 
her/ty  if  any  Perfon  be  dilTatisfy'd  with 
the  Prophecy  of  Micah^  and  the  Ac^ 
count  which  is  giv'n  by  the  Evange- 
lifts,  let  him  only  coniider,  that  the 
Cdve^  in  which  he  was  born,  and  the 
Mxrjgcr^  in  which  he  lay,  are  to  be  fee n 
^t  the  tore- mentioned  Place  to  this  very 
I>ay.  And  this  is  a  Truth  fo  well 
inov/i]^  and  fo  credibly  attefted,  that 
"""  '  ^   ■  '     ^     •  ■     ev'a 
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ev'n  thevj  who  aie  Strangers  to  the 
ChriftiaaReHgioa,  are  frequently  heard 
to  fay,  Hi'ye  t6  the  C/iue^  in  whicb^  that 
Jesus,  ^vho  is  rvorfitifd  by  the  ChrijiiAns 
was  honi. 

And  ^tis  my  Opinion,  that  before 
our  Saviour  A4  make  h.is  Appearance 
in  the  World  ,  th^e  chief  Pnelis ,  and 
the  Teachei-s  of  the  People  j  openly 
confeis'd,  and  taught,  that  the  Meifiali  , 
was  to  he  born  at  Bethlehem  ;  and  that 
ev'n  the  common  People  among  the 
'^ews  were  acquainted  with  this  Pro- 
phecy, which  was  delivered,  in  ex- 
prefs,  and  very  familiar  IVr.ns.  Hence 
it  came  to  pafs,  that  Herod^  enquiring 
of  the  chief  Prieifs.  and  Scribes,  where 
the  Meiji.^.h  Piiou'd  be  born,  received 
this  Anfwer,  that  he  lliouM  be  born 
at  Bethlehem^  m  the  Land  of  jud^a^ 
which  was  honoured,  by  being  the 
Place,  from  which  no  lefs  a  Periba 
than  King  David  himfeif  did  fpring. 
Befides  we  read  in  St.  JobrPs  Gofpel, 
that  the  Jew^s  faid^  that  Chrift  was  ta 
be  horn  a  Bethlehem  3  which  w'as  in 
the  Native  Country  of  the  fore-men- 
tioaM  King.  But  wdien  our  Saviour 
was  come  into  the  World,  thoie  Per- 
fons,  v/lio  left  no  Scone  unturnM,  to 
oppofe  the  Religion,  which  he  intro- 
duced, did  no  longer  teach,  that  the 
r#^'&  w^as  to  be  bora  at  Bs^l'jlehe?n-^ 
L  4         _  plainlv" 


Maihew 
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plainly  fliewiag,  they  belonged  ro  tlie 
tame  -wrerched  Fv^ttrnity]  with  them, 
who  prevaiPd  v/ith  the  Souldiers^ 
(who  were  appointed  to  guard  the 
Sepulclire,  and  were  Eye-Witneffes  of 
his  triumphant  Ilefurreftion)  to  fay, 
Hi^  Dijctples  (dme  hy  Nighty  dfid  jlole 
v/ij,  ^^^^n  _a:v,iV^  while  we  /lept -^  and  laid  ^O 
H'  'em  J,  Jf  tlm  t^ome  to  the  Govermrh 
I  Earsy  ixt^ll  perfivade  hin/y  af7d fec.ure  you. 
Such  is  the  Power  of  Prejudice,  and 
the  Loye  of  Oppofition,  that  it  often 
happens,  that  we  can't  difcern  ihe  moft 
apparent  Trutlis,  and  are  loth  to  en- 
dure the  Siiame,  which  acrends  a  lie- 
cantatioa,  of  thofe  faift,  ::ad  dange- 
rous Principles,  which  we  have  oiice 
embrac'd^  r^nd  I  think,  'tis  every  jot 
as  eafv,  ^o  leave  any  bad  Habit,  that: 
we  have  unhappily  contrafted,  tho- 
it  be,  as-  it  were,  rooted  in  our  very 
Nature,  as  to  leave  thiC  Opinions, 
which  we  formerly  held ,  and  which 
-^.yerevery  dear,  and  extreamly  familiar 
to  us. 

'Tis  well  kno\vn5  we  do,  with  a 
^ind  of  fecret  Re|uQ:ancy ,  forfake 
thofe  Houfes,  Cities,  and  Villages, 
which  by  our  long,  and  dehghtful 
^dntinaance  in  'em»  have  renderM 
ihemJelves  Tamiliar,  and  ev-n  natural 
to  us.  And  if  it  was  not  for  unac- 
'-  '-'  .      V    /  •    cQuntabk 
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icountable  Prejudice,  ev'n  the  common 
People  among  the  Je-^rsj  wouMn'c  ihut 
their  Eyes,    as  tliey  maniieftly  do,  a- 
gaiiift  the  glorious  Light  of  Scripture^ 
Prophecy,   nor  deny  the  extraordinary," 
and   often    miraculous   Circumitances, 
which  attended    the  Life,  and   Death 
of  our  BleiTed  Saviour.     But  that  Pre- 
judice  is  one  of   the  greateil  Infir^nw 
ties,  which  our  Minds  can  poffibiy  la-„ 
boiir  under,  is  plain  to  them,  who  con- 
fider,   that  'tis   with    no    fmall    Diffi-' 
culty,   and  Regret,  that  we  leave,  the 
Opinions,  which  we  receivM  bv   Tra-? 
dition,  from  our  Parents,  tlio'  perhaps, 
they  may  be  fuch,   as  on  mature  De- 
liberation, do  cover  us  with  the  deepeir 
Shame,  and  fill  us  with  Vexation,  and 
Confufion. 

So  talk  to  an  Egypt ian^  ''till  your 
Heart  do  ake,  and  your  Breath  fails 
you,  yet  he'll  b^.  fo  far  from  renoun- 
cing his  Religion,  that  he  will  pef  fiii 
in  It,  if  it  be  poffible,  with  greater 
Dbftinacy  than  before,  and  rather 
dye,  than  be  guihy  of  fo  horrid  a 
l^rophanation,  as  he  accounts  it,  to 
pat,  and  pollute  the  facred  Flefli  of 
Animals. 

I  thought  it  n^ccfTary,  to  dwell 
|:he  longer  on  this  Subject,  that  fo  we 
may  return  a  folid  Anfwer,  to  them, 
who,  perhaps,   may    not  irick   to  (ay^ 
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If  the  Prophecies  have  fo  flatn  ^  reference^ 
to  your  Saviour^  as  you  fay  they  have^ 
bow  comes  it  to  pafs^  that  the  Jews, 
rvhofe  Wifdom  you  Co  highly  value ^  dori^t 
embrace  the  Chriftiail  Religion,  as  well^ 
and  as  readily  as  you^  and  regulate  their 
Practice^  by  thofe  Precefts^  which  Chrijlj 
in  Jome  t:en':e^  hiU  left  behind  him  ? 

But  let  none  reproach  us,  as  if  we 
were  fo  wretchedly  ignorant,  as  not 
to  difcern  the  Sophiltry,  of  fo  weak 
an  Argument ,  (lince  fome,  and  I  hope, 
many  of  us  can  make  it  appear  upon 
Occafion,  that  Chriltianity  is  built  on 
the  moft  rational,  and  foUd  Grounds,  J 
or  reflect  upon  us,  as  if  we  were  ac. 
countable,  for  the  monftrous  Blind- 
nefs,  and  extravagant  Pra£lice  of  the 


Chap. 
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Cfiap.     XLIIL 


Might,  if  'twere  neceiTaiT,  inftance 
in  another  Prophecy,  that  was  writ, 
many  Ages    before  the  Incarnation  of 
our  Blefled  Saviour,    in  which  "Jacob 
propheiies  concerning  all  his  Children, 
and    Ipeaking    concerning  Jndab^   has 
thefe   remarkable  Words,    The  Scepter  Geo.  ^Wx 
Jha/l  not  depart  from   Judah,  nor  a  Lair-^'^'^  ^'^* 
giver  from  between  his  Feet^  '*till  Shiloh 
come^  And  unto   him  f,jall  the   Gathering 
of  the    People  bt.     Now  any  one,  whp 
reads  this  Prophecy,  which  is  of  greater 
jlntiquity,  tlian  their  celebrated  Mnfes^ 
(  tho'  perhaps  fome  Infidels  may  fufpeft 
it  )  can't  but  wonder,  how  Jacob  cou'd 
foretell,  tliat  the  Rulers  of  the  Jewijh 
Nation,  which  confiiled  of  no  lefs  than 
Tw^'J^'^  Tribes,  fliouM   come   of  th§ 
Tribe  of  Judab, 

This  w€  fee  has  been  fo  evidently, 
and  fo  remarkably  verify'd,  that  the 
M'hole  Body  qf  the  Jews^  do  take  their 
Name  from  the  fore-mentionM  Tribe, 
which  held  the  Reins  of  Government 
iff  pheir  Kands^  uad  rp^nag'd  ^em  as 

thcv 
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they  pleased,  and  'tis  Matter  of  Wpn, 
der  to  all,  who  are  not  biafs'd  by  Pre^ 
judice,  that  the  fore  -  nientionM  Pa-r 
triarch,  iliouM  not  only  foretell,  that 
the  governing  Power  jQiou'd  be  lodgM 
in  the  Tribe  of  '^judah,  but  alfo,  that 
it  fliouM  come  to  a  Period,  at  a  pre-  . 
fixed  lime,  as  the  following  Words 
Gen.  xVvx  import,  Jke  Scepter  jhall  not  depart  jrom 
'  ^^'  Judah,  mr  a  Laivgwi^r  from  bstiveen  his 
teet^  ''till  Shiloh  come^  &c. 

And  he  is  come,  fpn  whom  the  Su- 
pream  Authority  was  referv'd,  I  mean, 
the  Mejfuh^  by  w^hom  the  True  Glory 
^{  the  Tribe  of  ^udah^  was  pdvanc'd 
to  its  greateft  Height,  he,  I  fay,  who 
was  the  Prince,  whom  God  had  pro^ 
mis'd,  who  might  have  laid  a  fairer 
Claim  to  that  Title,  The  Desire  of  Na- 
ttonsj  than  any  Perfon  who  ever  went 
before,  and  I  may  fafely  fay,  than  any 
who  ever  did,  or  will  fucceed  him. 
For  all  Nations  almoft  have  believ'd 
in  God  thro'  him  ^  and  have  placM 
their  Confidence  in  his  Name,  accord- 
ing to  that  Prophecy  in  Ifaiah^  In  his ^ 
ISame  {hd  the   Gentiles  tru(i. 

This  is  he,  who  proclaimed  I-.iberty 
'  to  them,  who  were  held  fafl:  in  the 
Bonds  of  Sin,  ^nd  Satan,  as  all  Men 
naturally  arc,  and  faid  to  them,  whq 
were  coverM  with  fpintual  DarknefSj 
be  yc  Light  ia  the  Lord-;   according 

'  V       ,  ■  tQ 
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to  that  Famous  Prophecy,  I  will  pre-u^.  xiii. 
ferve  thee  ^  and  give  thee  for  a  Cove-  V»6, 7* 
nmt  of  the  People^  to  eflablifb  the  Earthy 
to  CMife  to  inherit  the  dtfoldte  Heri- 
tages^ that  thou  ^nxfft  fay  to  the  Prifoners 
^0  forth  ;  to  them  that  are  in  Darknefs^ 
fhew  your  felves.  And  the  vaft  Num- 
ber of  Perfons,  who  flock'd  from  all 
Parts  to  our  BlelTed  Saviour,  did  abun- 
dantly make  good  the  Words  which 
follow  ,  They  jhall  feed  in  the  Ways  , 
a^d  their  Pajlures  fhall  be  in  all  high 
Plases. 


Chap.     XLIV. 

BU  T  becaufe  Celftis^  who  pretends-^, 
he  don't  want  to  be  informed,  of 
wliat  the  Chriftians  hold,  reproaches 
our  Saviour,  as  if  either  he  was  not 
affifted  by  his  Father,  or  was  unable 
to  help  himfelf,  when  he  came  to  fuP- 
fer  ;  I  muft  add  one  Thing  here,  and 
that  is  this,  that  the  Prophets  foretold 
his  Sufferings,  and  the  Reafon  w^hy  he 
underwent  'em,  that  they  fliouM  con-^ 
duce  to  the  Advantage  of  Mankind 
in  general,  that  he  fliouM  ev'n  facri- 

fico 
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jfice  his  Life  for  ^em,  and  be  treated  for 
their  Sakes,  as  a  condemn'd,  and  moft 
Vile  Malefaftor.      They  alfo  foretold, 
that    the  GeiitiUs  ^  who  had    no    true 
Trophets,  fliouM  acknowledge  him,  to 
be  lent  from  God,  and  that  he  him- 
felf,  with  refpect  to  his  outward  Ap- 
pearance in  the  World,  fhou'd    be   a 
mean,  and  very  contemptible  Perfon. 
ifa.  HI.    The  Words  of  the  Prophecy  are  thefe, 
^-^h  i^  Behold  my  Servant  fhall  deat  frudentljy 
^^*      he  Jhall  be  exaited^  extoIPd^  and  be   uery 
high.     As    many    were  aflony'^d    at    thee^ 
(his   V if  Age     Was  fo     marr'*d^  more  than 
an)  Many    and  his  Vorm  more  than   the 
Sons  of  Men  }  fo  jjjall  he  fpr inkle  many 
Nat  ions  J  the  Kjngs  jhall  jfjut  their  Mouths 
at  him^  for  that  which  had  not  been  told 
V//y,  fhatl  they   fee^  and    that    which   they 
ID.  lii).    had  not    heardj   jhall  they  confider.     Who 
V.  I,  2,  ^^^s  keliev'*d  our  Report  f  and  to  v;hom  is 
the  Arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  f    for  he 
jhall  grow    up    before    him^  as  a   tender 
Plants  an  A  as  a  Root  out  of  a  dry  Ground^ 
he  has  no  Form^  nor  Comelinefs^  and  when 
we  jhall  fee  hiyn^  there    is  no  Beauty  that 
■    we  fljou^d  defire  him.     He^s    dejpis''dy  and 
rejected  of  Men^  a  Man  of  Sorrow Sy  and 
acquainted  with   Grief :  A^d  we  hid^  as  it 
were  J  our  Faces  from  him^  he  was  defpis'^d^ 
and  we  efeem^d  him  not.     Surely  he   has 
horn  our  Griefs^  and  carrfd  our  Sorrows : 
Tet  rve  did  ejleem  him  Jlricken^  fmitten 

of 
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of  God^  and  afflicied.  But  he  was  wound- 
e'l  for  our  Tranfgrejjtorjs^  he  was  bruised 
for  our  Iniquities :  The  Chafiifement  of 
our  Peace  was  u^on  him^  and  with  his 
Strips  we  are  heaPd .  All  we  like 
Sheep  have  gone  aflrny  ;  we  have  turrPd 
every  one  to  his  own  Way^  and  the  Lord 
has  laid  on  him  the  Iniquity  of  $cs  alL 
Me  waj  opfrefs'^d^  and  he  was  afflictedy  yet 
he  opened  not  his  Mouth:  He  is  brought 
as  a  Lamb  to  the  Slaughter^  and  as  a, 
Sheep  before  her  Shearers  is  dumb  -^  fo  he 
opens  not  his  Mouth,  He  'was  taken 
from  Prijon^  aud  from  Judgment^  and 
who  fljall  declare  his  Generation  ?  For 
he  woi  cut  off  out  of  the  Land  of  the 
livings  for  the  Trangreffion  of  my  'People 
rpds  he  flricken- 

I  remember,  I  made  ufe  of  this  Pro- 
phecy, in  a  Difpuration,  which  I  for- 
merly had,  with  fome  Jewijh  Doftors, 
aad  one  of  'em  returnM  the  foHowinrg 
Anfwer,  that  we  mufc  underitand  it, 
as  relating  to  the  whole  Body  of  their 
own  Nation,  whofe  Difperfion,  and 
many  other  Calamities,  w^erj  Means, 
to  gain  Profelites  to  their  Religion.  And 
lie  explained  thofe  Words,  He  has  no 
Form^  nor  Cornelinefs  -^  and  thole  Words, 
That  vjhich  had  not  been  told  ^ern  jhall 
th^y  fee^  and  that  which  they  had  not  heard^ 
[hall  thty  confider  ;  and  thofe  Words  , 
He  W-1^    jfounded   tor   our   Tra/ifgrfJIons^ 

he 
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he  was  hruis'^d  jor  our  hiiqtmies ;  I  fay^- 
he  exphinM  'em  all^  ia  Favour  of  the 
Sence,   which  he  had  givVi  'em.      On 
i!u^  contrary,  I  ofJer'd  leveral  llibftan- 
tial  Arguments,  to  pro\^e,  char  this  Pro- 
phecy  mull  be  underitood  of  a  fingie 
Perfon,  and  by  Confequence  is  not  co 
be  referM  to  an  entire  Nation,  or  great 
Number  of  People.     I  ask'd  of  whom 
thofe  Words  were  fpoke.  He  has  horn 
our   Griefs ,    and,    curry* A    our    Sorrows  \ 
and  thole  Words  ,  He  was  n>6u»ded  for 
our  TrAnfgrejJior^s^  be  was  bruised  for  our 
Intcf^uities ;    and   thofe   Words,    5/  hk 
Stripes   we  are   he^Pd^^      For  they    are 
plainly  meant  of  thole  Perfons,  who^ 
whether  "^jews  or  Gentiles^  were  cur'd 
of  their  fpiritual  Difeafes,  by  the  Suf- 
ferings of  our  Blejfed  Saviour^  to  whom 
die  Prophet,  inipir'd  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  accommqdates  thefe  leveral,  and 
extraordinary   Charafters. 

But  that  which  moft  perplexM  'em 

/fl^L  ^t^^'^^w^as  that  Expreffion,  For  the  Tranjgrefi 

"jfKJAi^  ^  ^^^  [ion  of  my    People  was  he  Ihickeri.      For 

\t^ (^^.^'^.^^y-^-^if  this  Prophecy  has    a  Reference,  to 

the  whole  Body  of  the  ]fewsy  \ls  diffi- 

cult    to  make   Sence  of  the  foregoing 

Words.     We    mult,  therelore,  under- 

ftand  'em^  of  fome  fingie  Perfon,  and 

not  of  the  whole  "Jeivrlh  Nation ,  and 

who  can  that  Perfon  be,  but  our  Blef- 

led  Saviour,  by  whole  bloody  Stripes 

all 
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all  they,  who  believe  in  hhn,  are  imriie- 
diateiy,  and  will  at  length  be  com- 
pleatly  beal'd  ;  I  fay,  V/ho^  bar  our 
Bleded  Saviour,  Who  has  fpoiJM  Frinci- 
palities,  and  Pouters,  that;  ufurp,  and 
too  long   mainram    a  Tyranny,    over  I 

the   Souls  of  Men^  and   has    made   a  { 

Shew  of  'cm  openlv,   upon    his  //O-  I, 

NOVR ^A BLE  L  ROS  J.  But  the 
critical,  and  full  Examination  of  this 
prophecy,  I  fhall  refei  ve  to  a  more  pro- 
per Place,  tho'  I  thought,  ^twas  necef- 
iary  for  me,  to  dwell  a  liiils;  upon: 
it,  on  the  Account,  of  what  Ce/Jm^s 
Jew  thought  fit,  to  object  againft  m<^ 


Chap.     X 


ONE  remarkable  Tiling  that  lia# 
led  £V//^y,  u^i  other  In h dels, 
into  grofs  Miifaii^s,  in  this  important 
Affair^  is  their  -not  knowing,  or,  at 
leaft,  their  not  confideriHg^  that  the 
Prophets  fpeak  ot  a  twatcid  Coming. 
of  the  Mtffiah  "^  \m  fii'ft  Commg,  ^; 
which  he  wa  £.  t^  appear,  cloath'd  ^^nh" 
all  the  innoc  m\%  Intirmkies^ol  humana- 
Nature,  andl:  Jimgling  witH-^  ^-  pr^f- 
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fing  Inconveniencies  of  a  mean,    and 
defpisM  ConditiCTii,  that  fo,    living  a- 
mong   Men^  he  might  the  more  feel- 
ingly inftrufl:  'em,  in  thofe  Moral,  and 
Divine  I'ruths,  v^hich  were  important, 
and    highly  neceffary,    and   inculcate 
upon  'em  that  aweful  Account,  which 
they  muft  fliortly  give,  when  they  fhall 
be  fummon'd,  to  appear,  before  t!te  Bar 
of  God  ;    and  his  lecond   Coming,  at 
which  he  will  appear,  free  ffom  the 
leaft  Allay  ,   ev'n  of  natural  Imperfe- 
dion,  and  fiiine  with  the  united,  and 
unfuUy'd   Rays,   of  his  Original,  and 
in  fome  Sence,  naked  Divinity.  'Twou'd 
be  tedious,  to- relate  all  the  Prophecies^ 
that  have    an    immediate,  and  mani- 
fell:  Reference  to  our  Bleffed  Saviour. 
I  fiiall,  therefore,    at    prefent    confine 
my  felf,  to  that  which  we  meet  with,- 
in  the'  Forty  fifth  Pfalm,  which  is  en- 
tituPdy  A    Song   of  Loves^  and   where 
our  Saviour  is  exprelly  calFd   by  the 
Name  of  GOD.     The  Wofds  are  thefe,^ 
Ffcil,  xU\  Qrace  is  pour'^d    into  thy  Lifs-j  therefore 
^'  ^'  God  has  ble(i  thee  for  ever,'      Gird   thy 
Sword  upon  thy  Thigh^    0  mo  ft  Mighty  f 
with  '  thy  Glory ^-  ^nd  thy  Majefry^-  and  in 
■  thy  M/fefy  rid?  projperoufly^    becaufe   of 
*Truthj  cLiid   Meeknejs^    and  Riohteoufnejsf 
and  thy  right  Hxnd  fball  tea&h  thee'ter-' 
rible  Things,     Thine  Jr^pws  are  jharp  i/^ 
the  Heart:  of  the  I\jng^s  Enemies^  where- 

hy 
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hy  the  people  fall  under  thee-     Thy  Throne^ 
0  God^  is  for  ever  ^  and  ever  I  The  Scepter 
cf  thy  Kjngdom  is  ii  right  Scepter,     1  hots 
'lovefiKighieoufnefs^    And  hat  eft   JVicked« 
nefs^  therefore  God^  thy  God-^  hss  mointed 
'•^thee^  with  the  Oil  of  GLidrjefs^  above  thy 
Fellows.     Where  take  Notice,  that  t\\Q 
Prophetical   Pfalmift,  making  his  Ad- 
drefs  to  .God J  M^hcfe  Thror.e  ts  for  ever^ 
and  ever^   and  the  Scepter  of  v:hofe  }\jn(r^ 
dom  is  a  right  Scepter  *    fays^  that  this 
Perfon  w^as  anointed  hy  God  ^    who   tvas 
his  Godj  and  that  he  was  anointed^  above 
his  Fellows^  with  the  Oil  of  Ghdnefs,^  be-^ 
catife  he  lov'^d    Righteotfnefsj,   and  hated 
Wickednefs, 

I  remember^  that  once  I  horribly 
baffl'd  a  "^ewi^  Doftor,  with  this  very 
Prophecy,  who  being  at  a  grievous 
Lofs,  to  know  what  Anfwcr  he  fliou'd 
give  me,  had  feaidnable  Recourfe  to  a, 
pityful  Evafion,  which  was  fuitabla 
enough,  to  the  falfe  Principles,  he  en- 
deavourM  to  maintain  ;  viz>,  Tiiat  thofe 
Words,  Thy  Throne^  0  God^is  for  ever ^  and 
ever^  the  Scepter  of  thy  KJngd^om  is  a  right 
Scepter^  were  fpoke  of  the  Great  God 
himielf;  and  thofe  Words,  Thouloztfi 
BJghteoufneJsj  and  hat  eft  IVickedriejs^  there-- 
fore  Godj  ev'^n  th)  God^  has  andlnted  thee 
with  the  Oil  of  Gladnefs^  above  thy  Fellows  ;^ 
muft  be  underrxGod  of  the  Mfjjiah. 

M    2  C  H  A  f. 
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Chap.     XLVL 


CELSVS'^s    Jejv     continues     his 
Difcourfe,  with   our  BleiTed  Sa- 
viour, and  fays,  If)  as  you  your  felf  ac- 
knowledge^    every  Perjon^  who  comes  into 
the  World  J    by    the  generat  Coricourfe   of 
Providence^  ijs  a  Son  of  God  ;  What  fpeeid 
Prer^jg  ative  is  there^  which  you  can  jujlly 
cUm^  To  which  I  anfwer^  that  they, 
who  are  no  longer  acted  by  a  Spirst 
of  Bondage^    as    St,    Paul  expreiTes  it, 
but  choole  Virtue,  for    its    irtrinfick 
Worth,  may,   in    a    lefs  noble   Sence, 
be  cali'd,  tlie  Sons  of  God.    But  there's 
a  valt   Difproportion,    between    thole, 
who  are  the    Sons   of  God,   as    they 
are  imperfectly    endued,    with   JVlora-i, 
andChrillian  Virtues,   and  our  Blejjed 
Saviour^  who  is  the  wexh^ujlihle  Fot^n^ 
tain^  from  which  their  borrowed  Good 
do's  entirely,  and    will  for  ever  flow. 
The   Words   of  St.  Paul,  which  I  )uft 
now    rcter'd    to,  are  ,thefe,    2e    have 
Kom,V\\\.rjot  receiz'^d  the  Sprit  of  Bond^ige,  again 
V.  i5«/^  /i?^r,  but  ye   h.ive    received  the  Spirit 
of  Adopt iv?iy  wheriby  we  cry^  Jhba^  Father, 

The 
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The  Jew    continues    his     Difcourfe, 
in    the  following   Words,  Abundance  of 
Ferfons  will  fir/d  faulty  with  your  fret  e^d-- 
ed  Saviour^  for   Applying  t^hoje   Prophecies 
to  hin:Jelj\  which^  they  think^  rnay^  at  leafi 
AS  jufil)'^     be  dpply'd  to    them.     To  this 
{  anfwer,  that  I  am  apt  to  think,  that 
ileljus    didn't    know   of  any   PciTons, 
who     rivaPd     our     Saviour,     in    his 
Miracles,  and  juftly  claini'd  the  Title 
ol"  Sons  of  God^    or    The  Poiver    of  the 
Suf^'eam    Majefly.       But    becaufe    tlie 
ilncere,    and    ftroog  Affection,    which 
I    have  lor  Truch,    won't    fuffer  nie, 
to  pah  by  any  Thing,  that  ev'n  feems 
to  oppofe  the  C/;;^////^;^.  Caufe,  I  readi- 
ly acknowledge,    that   before  our  Sa^ 
viour^s  Incarnation,    there  was   a  cer- 
tain Perfon,  whole  Name  was  r^-W^j, 
who  appeared    among  the    Jer^s^  pre- 
tending   to  be   a  mighty    Man,  alter 
whofe  Deceafe,  his  deluded  Followers 
were  foon  difpers'd.     Some  Time  after, 
in  the    Days  of  the  Taxing,  ( during 
which,  as  far  as  I   can    gather   from 
Scripture,    oiir    Bleffed    Saviour    was 
born  j  onQ  Judas  Oi  Galilee j  drew  after 
him,  a  confiderable  Number  of  weak, 
and  credulous  Jeivs^  w^ho,  affeding  No- 
i^clties,  cryM  him  up,   as  a   Ma^  eq^ 
duM   With  more    than   ordinary  >V^if- 
dom,  and  was   no   fconer  brought  to 
pcndfga  Punilhment,  but  his  Doctrine 

M  ?     *.  came 
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came  imiTiediately  into  Difrepute,  or^ 
at  bcft^  was  only  (ecretly  maintaia'd, 
by  fome  few  Perfons,  or  mean  Rank^ 
and  Figure.  And  after  our  Saviour 
appearVi,  upon  the  Stage  of  tiie  Woddj 
one  Dojlihef^^'^  a  Sama,rita?7j  endea- 
yourM,  to  peri  wade  his  Country-men, 
that  he  v/as  the  very  Perfon,  to  whom 
the  Prophets  had  ib  plain  a  Reference^ 
when  they  foretold  the  Coming  of  the 
Mejjiah\  ^nd  fome  few  Perfons,  I  con- 
iefs,  there  were,  who  feem'd  heartily 
to  embrace  his  Doftrine. 

Here,  I  think,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper, to  mention  that  wife  Expref- 
fion  of  Gumd'tel^  which  we  nieet  with, 
in  the  Acls  of  the  Apoftles,  to  fhew, 
beyond  all  Contradia:ion,  that  the 
fore-mentionM  Perfons,  were  not  intend- 
ed in  the  Eromifej  which  God  gave^ 
of  fending  the  MeJJidhy  and  that  nei- 
ther of  ^em  defervM  the  honourable 
Title,  of  The  Son^  or  Power  of  God  * 
but  that  of  all  the  Men,  who  ever 
appeared,  and  made  a  Figure  in  the 
World,  our  Bleifed  Saviour  was  the 
only  Perfon,  who  cou'd  juftly  claim  it. 
A^fo  V.  If  this  Coimjilj  fa  id  he,  or  this  Work  be 
Y*  3^-  of  Mr^j  '^ twill  come  to  nought  y  but  if  it 
be  of  God^  ye  cufPt  overthrow  it^  lef 
h^pj  je  be  fourid^  ezPn  to  f^ght  agdr/jl 
QoA, 
-   There  was  alfp  one  Simq/u  cL-Mdgi- 
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cia^^  of  Samaridy  who  endeavoiirM  by 
his  Mitgukj  to  draw  People  a%r  him, 
and  for  fome  Time  he  wasn't  without 
his  Followers,  but  I  believe,  there 
arenowfcarce  thirty  Simonians  in  the 
whole  habitable  World.  Nay,  perhaps 
I  have  exceeded  the  Number,  fmce 
there  are  only  a  few  near  Vddjtine^ 
and  that  DoQ:rine,  which  they  em- 
braced, did  never  obtain,  in  any  oth^r 
Parts,  tho'  its  Authour  did  fondly  ima- 
gine, that  it  wouM  foon,  and  eafilv 
reach,  and  happily  engage,  the  moit 
dillant,  and  barbarous  Nations  in  it's 
Favour.  For  they  who  know  any 
Thing,  of  their  celebrated  Simon^  owe 
their  Knowledge,  entirely  to  the  Ac- 
count, which  w^e  have  of  him,  in  the 
A6b  of  the  Apoftles,  So  that,  were 
it  not  for  the  Chriftians,  his  very  Name 
wou'd,  before  tliis  Tune,  have  been 
bury'd  in  cblivion,  and  'twas  iuffici- 
ently  evident  from  Experience,  that 
he  bore  none  of  the  fliining;  Charac-. 
ters,  of  one,  who  had  a  Divine  Com- 
miflxoa. 


M  4   .-  Cnhi. 
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Ch  a  p.    xlvii. 


^~r^  HEN  Cd[us\  JeiPy  not  keeping 
X  to  the  {acred  Text,  fays,  Tba!:  our 
SAViQur  boa/led^  that  jome  wife  Men  of 
the  Chaldoeans,  bemg  mov'^d^  by  a  fecret 
Pcrfiv^ifion  y  that  he  was  barn ,  came  to 
pAji  Divim  iVorJbip  t&  him^  in  hts  In^ 
fancjy  and  that  when  they  had  accfuainted 
Herod,  the  Tetrarch,  with  it^  he  order'^d 
his  OlficerSy  to  kill  all  the  Infant Sy  that 
mere  abaAt  that  J^e^  ima(^imnz^  that 
our  Saviour  wotPd  tncar  the  fame  Fate 
m.th  thep^y  and  thereby  he  prevented^ 
from  ever  !;omi?%a  to  the  Crown.  Take 
Notice,  how  grofly  the  ^jew  is  mifra- 
ton  h^re,  who  confouads  the  wiie 
Men,  aiid  the  Chddsmsy  not  difcerning, 
that,  for  any  Thing  that  ajxpears  to  tiis 
contrary,  they  might  be  of  Difftrcni 
Countrys,  and  ProfelTions,  and  notori- 
oufly  Ealfitying  th^  i^ccount,  which 
we  have  of  "^  this  Matter,  hi  the  Goi- 
peh;,  A^d  I  know  not  hpw  it  comes  to 
paf^,  thit  he  don't  think  fir,  to  ac- 
q^iiainc  ns,  that  the  Star,  which  they 
faw  in  the  EajL  was  the  Ground  of 

their 
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their  iecret  Peri wafion,  that  the  Mrfjl&h 
was  then  ^born  inco  the  World.  Let 
us  fteiherefbre,  what  matter  of  Dil- 
courie  t'his  SubjeO:  wiii  afford  us. 

I  confeiSj^ds  rny    Opinion,  that  the 
Star  ,   that:   appeared,  at  car  Saviour's 
Nativity,  was  enii^clynew.  and  valtly 
different,  froi^  thofe  which  are  eom- 
nionly    ieen,  whether  in  the  luperiour, 
or  intcriour    Orbs,  and  I  am  enclin'd 
to  think,   it  migbc  be  much  ol  the  fame 
kind,  with  thole  Comeis,  that  appear 
for  a  Tim.e,  and  have  diiferenc  Name*- 
affign'd   'em,    by  the  Greeks^    accord- 
ing CO  their   different  Figure.     And  I 
build  my  Opinion  upon  the  following 
Grounds.     It    has   been    obfervM    by 
Learned    Authoars,     that    when    any 
confiderable  Alteration  has   happeri'd, 
in  the  Face  of  Affairs,  fuch  Stars  have 
exposed   themfelves   to  View,    as   did 
prefage  feme    ftrange   Revolutions    of 
iimpires,  fome  dreadful  Wars,  or  fome 
fuch  Accidents  as  thefe,  which  put  the 
whole  World  into  a  terrible,  and  un- 
ufual   Commotion.     I  have  alfo   read,, 
in'  a    Treatiie     concerning     Comets, 
writ  \i^  Clh^r^cmon  xh^^  Stoick^^  that  iome* 
limes  they  have  prefagM  very  happy 
Events,  and  he   produces   feveral    In- 
ftances,  from  very  credible  Hifforians^ 
|;o  make    good  t'iie   Ailerdon,    whick 
|ne  there  lays  dowiio 
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If  then,  at  ihe  .Eflabiifliment  of 
feme  new  Monarchy,  or  before  fome 
remarkable  Scene  of  publick  Affairs 
do's  begin  to  open,  thefe  Comets,  or 
Stars  ot  the  Uke  Nature,  do  appear  * 
'tis  no  Wonder  at  all  that  a  Star  fhoif  d 
be  ittny  at  the  Nativit}^  of  our  Sa- 
viour, who  was  defign'd  by  tlie  All^ 
wife  God,  to  make  fo  fudden,  lo  great, 
and  fo  hapny  an  Alteration  in  the 
World,  to  pubhili  a  new,  unadorn'd, 
and  difcountenancM  Doftrine,  not  on- 
ly to  the  "jews^  and  Greeks^  but  alfo  to 
a  vail  Number  of  the  moft  diftant,  and 
barbarous  Nations  of  the  World. 

A.nd  this  I  may  fafely  fay,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  ChrtUim  Religio^^  that  we 
don't  meet  with  any,  or  at  leaftwith 
no  Scripture-Prophecy,  concerning  the 
Appearance  of  fuch  a  Star,  at  fuch  a 
Tune,  for  Inftance  at  the  Eliabiifh- 
ment  of  fuch  a  Rifing  Empire,  but  the 
Star,  that  graced  our  Saviour's  Nativity, 
was  foretold  by  Balaa?n^  as  Mcfis  gives 
Numbers  us  an  Account.  There  fij all  come^  fays 
xxiv.v.i7he,  a  Star  out  of  Jd^Qoh,  md  a  Scepter 
jhdil  rife  out  of  Ifrael.  But  herelmuft 
argue  v/ith  the  Greeks,^  and  Jews^  and 
therefore  ihall  be  obhg'd,  to  difpute 
againft  each  Sort  of  Ferfons,  from  very 
different  Topicks.  To  the  Greeks^  I 
ha.ve  this  to  offer,  that  the  Magicians ^ 
who    converfe  v/ith  D^rmons^  and  doj 

with 
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with  a  moft   Horrid  Solemnity^  invoke- 
their  fealoiiable  Affiftance^  for  the  aioft 
part  attain  the  End,  v/hich    they  pro- 
pofe  to  themfelves,    unlefs    a    Divine 
Power  interfere,    that  is  Superiour  to 
the  D.trrwns^  or  fome  Name  be  men- 
tioned,  that  has  a  greater  Force,  than 
thofe  Names,  which   are  appropriated 
by  'em  to  the  Art  they  pradice.     But 
if  that   fliouM  happen,    then  ail  their 
M^gtcd  Operations    are    unavoidably 
loft,  and  they  are,  as  it  were,  dazzlM, 
and  confounded  with  the  bright  Rays, 
of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs. 

It  feems  to  me,  therefore,  to  be  high- 
ly probable,,  that  when    our    Saviour 
was   born ,    and    a  Multitude  of  the 
Heavenly  Hoft  (as  ^t.  Luke  do's  cre- 
dibly relate  the  PafTage  )  prais'd  God, 
faving?  Glory  to  God  tn  the  higbeft^  Peace 
on  E^rth^  and  good    Will  j-ouutrds  Men  \     y^  J'^ 
the     D.mions    were    fliock'd ,  and   all 
their  Hel]iili    Meafures  moft  ftrangely 
difconcerted,  not   only  by    good   An- 
gels,  who  came   down  from  Heaven, 
to  celebrate  the  Nativity  of  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  but  alfo  by  the  Humane 
Soul  of  the    Holy'  and    Spotlefj  Jtji-u\ 
.as  being    a  happy   loitrum.ent  of  the 
Deity,  which    dvvelt    in    fo  glorious, 
but  inconceivable  a  Manner,   ev'n  hi 
-  his  Humane  Nature.     The  V/iie  M^n^ 
therefore^    being'  defirous-,  tQ  perform' 
'  ■  their 
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their  ullial  Operations,  and  failing 
in  what  they  cndeavoui'd  to  effeft, 
we  may  naturaliy  fuppofcj  enquirM 
into  the  Ilea  (on  of  their  bad  Succcfs, 
and  were  feafible,  that  fomething  ex- 
traordinary muft  occur,  to  defeat  rheir 
raisM  Expecfcations,  and  exceed  the 
Power  of  the  Dizmons^  and  when  they 
iaw  a  S.gn  in  the  Heavens,  they  hacl 
a  natural  Curiofii-y,  to  know  its  Mean- 
ing,  and  having  perhaps  con fulced  the 
Prophecies  oi^  Balaam^  and  this  Prophecy 
of  the  Star,  of  which,  Afofes  gives  us  an 
Account,  and  particularly  thole  Words, 
Numbers  J  Ifjali  fee  him^  but  not  now  j  /  //^^//  beholi 
5xir.  ,\i  y^^^^^  y^^^  ^^^^,  ^^,^^1^  ^  ^j,^^^^  hence  they  might 

frame  this  rational  Conjefture,  that  the 
verv  Perfon,  at  whofe  Birth,  'tv/as 
prophely'd,  that  a  Star  fhou'd  appear, 
was  then  adually  born,  and  having 
.  a  jufl:  Notion,  that  he  was  far  Supe- 
riour  to  all  their  DsmoyiSy  they  Cahie 
to  pay  him,  the  jurt  Tribute  of  Di- 
vine Adaration. 

They  IteerM  their  Courfe,  therefore, 
to  Judxa^  being  perfwaded,  that  fome 
great  prince  was  born,  hut  ignorant 
of  the  Nature  of  his  Kingdom,  and 
the  Place  of  his  Nativity,  and  when 
they  were  happily  come,  to  the  Place 
where  the  young  Child  was,  they 
oiler'd  Prefents^to  him,  that  were  live- 
ly. Ileprefen^acicns  of  his  Divine,  and 

Hus« 
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Humane  Nature  •  viz,.  Gold,  an  Em^ 
blem  of  his  Royal  Power,  Frankin- 
cenfe,  to  note  to  us  his  Divinity,  and 
Myrrh,  to  fignify  his  bitter  Pallion. 


Chap.     XLVIII. 

I N  C  E  therefore,    'twas   the  Sa* 
viour  of  Mankind,  that  was  come 
into  the  World,  who  was    God,   and 
by  Confequence,   a5^5V^""THe^Xngels ; 
( tho'   they  are    frequently    employed 
as  miniftri'ng  Spirits,  in    the  Behalf  of 
Men;  the  Worihip  which  the   Wife- 
Men  paid    him,    was    abundantly  re- 
compensed, by  the  Warning,  which  the 
Angel  gave  'em,  that   they  fhouMn't 
return  to  Herod^  but  depart  into  their 
own    Country    another     Way.      And 
'tis  no  Wonder  at  all,  that  Herod  fliouM 
feek    to   deftroy    the    Infant- Saviour , 
tiio*  Ce/Jus'^s  Jew  feems  to  doubt  very 
mi|[|h,  of    the    Truth,   of    what  we> 
think  was  plain  Matter  of  Faft.    For 
Malice  is  fo  fooliflh,  and  fo  daring  a 
Thing,    that   'cwiil    contend   for    the 
Victory,  with   the  Providence  of  God 
it  felf.     This    Paffion  had    fo  far  the 
Afcendant  over    Hero^^y    that   he  was 
fully  jperfwadedj  that  tlie  King  of  the 
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Jews  was  born,    and  a£i:ed  unaccoun 
tably,  whether  his  Notion  were  t ' 
or  falfe,   and   was  ib   weak,    that  he 
didn't  difcern,  that  either  our  Saviour 
was  the  very  Perfon,  whom  the  Pro- 
phets foretold,  to  be  the  true  MeJJtah^ 
and    fo   wou'd    infallibly    poffefs    the 
Throne ;  or,  on  the  contrary^  was  a  meer 
Impoftor,  and  by   Confequence,  there 
was    no  Ground  for  him,  to    diilurb 
the  Peace  of  his  Mind,  by  any  jealous 
Surmifes.     He  refolv'd  to  deftroy  him, 
being  hurryM   by  his    unruly  Pajfioa 
into  the    groffeft    Inconfiftencies,   and 
ftirrM  up  without  Doubt  by  the  Devil, 
who,  apprehending  our  Saviour  to  bo 
an   extraordinary  Perfon,  and  a   moft 
formidable  Enemy  to  his  ufurpM  Do- 
minion, employed  all  his  Wit,  MaUce^ 
and     Indullry  againft  him.      But  the 
Angel  warn'd  Joj'efhj  to   go  with  the 
young    Child,     and   his    Mother  into 
Egypt.  And  how  improbable  foever,  this 
may  feem  to  be,  on  the  firft    View ; 
yet  the  due   Series     of  Events^    was 
very     critically    obfervM     by    Provi- 
dence. , 

In  the  mean  Time,  Herod  iffu'd  out 
Orders,  that  all  the  Infants,  that  were 
in  Bethlehem^  from  two  Years  old,  and 
under,  lliou'd  immediately  be  pur  to 
Death,  expecting  that  he,  who  was 
bom  King  of  the   "Jeivs^  wou'd  fliare 

in* 


in  the  fame  common,  and  approaching 
Calamity. 

For  he  didn't  dlfcern  that  invifible, 
and  kind  Hand  of  Providence,  that  takes 
Care  of  them,  who  are  the  proper  Ob- 
jects of  its  moft  watchful  Froteftion  ,^ 
and  upon  whofe  Safety,  the  Good  of 
Mankind  does  fo  evidently ,  and  fo 
greatly  depend,  and  among  which  ho- 
nourable Num.ber,  our  BleiTed  Saviour 
deferves  to  be  efteem'd  the  Chief,  as 
being  one,  who  vaflly,  and  mdeed,  infi- 
nitely furpafsM  all  other  Men,  in  real, 
and  intriniicfc  Dignity,   •, 

For  he  was  notlent  into  the  World,- 
to  be  an  Earthly  King,  as  Herod  fallly 
imaginM;  but  to  enter  on  the  PoireP 
Hon  of  fuch  a  Glorious  Kingdom ,  as 
it  became  the  Great  God  to  befi:ow  , 
^n  one,  v*^ho  v/as  to  procure  a  Happi- 
nefs  for  his  Subjefts,  that  confiits  not  en- 
tirely, or  chieRy,  in  Things,  which  are 
in  themfel ves  indifFerent,  and  irequent- 
ly  prove  pernicious  to  the  Owners,  and 
was  to  govern  'em  by  fuch  Laws,  as  are 
-truly-  Divine,  and  io  to  take  the  moft 
proper  Methods,  to  render  'em  com- 
pleatly,  and  for  ever  happy. 

Therefore  denying,  ihat  he"  was  an 
Earthly  King,    and  fiiewing,  that  his 
Kingdom   was  of  a  fpiritual   Nature , 
he  fays ,    If  -my   Kjngdoni-  ivere   of  this  Jobx-viri, 
Worid^^   thm    W'?u''d  n^]   ^ervmts    flM^     ^  ^'^' 

th'Xt 
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that    I    fhou*dy/*t    he    deliver'^d    to     the 
Jews  ;    but    now    is    /^   KJngdom    not 
pom  hence,  s 


Chap.     XLIX. 

F  Celftis  had  been  aware  of  this,  ho 

wouM  never  have  talk'd  fo  weak-* 

ly,   and  fo  impertinently  as    he  doeso- 

If^  fays  he,  Herod  wa^s  afraid^  that  when 

jou  came  to  a  Jit  Jlge  to  reign^  you  tvou'^d 

^ifpojfefs  him  of  his  {Qngdom^  why  didn'^t 

you    reign  ,    when  you    were  grown  up  ta 

Tears  of  Uifcretio^^    and  Maturity  ?    Oft 

the  contrary^    thd*  you  pretend  to  be   the 

Son  of  God  ;  yet  you  are  forc'^d  to  go  a^ 

bout  like  a  Slave^  and  a  Vagabond^  and 

to  fneak  like  a  Malef actor ^  not  having  a 

PUcey   whereon  you   may   comfortably  lay 

your  Head. 

But  'tis  far  from  t)eing  an  Argu^ 
nien^t  of  a  fordid  Spirit,  for  a  iPeriba 
to  ufe  innocent,  and  common  Pru« 
dence,  that  he  may  happily  avoid  the 
Dangers,  with  which  he  is  furrounded, 
not  trom  a  flavifli  Fear  of  Death,  but 
a  fincere,  and  vehement  Defire,  with 
Submiffionto  the  Will  of  God,  to  pro- 
long 
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long  his  Life,  that  he  may  be  farther 
ferviceable  to  the  Publick,  'till  a  fair 
bpportunity,  to  hf  dotyn  bis  Life,  for 
the  Prompting  of  che  True,  and  Belt 
Interefl:  of  Mankind,  do^s  happily  pre- 
fent  it  felf. 

That  this  was  oiir  S^tioiir's  Cafe^ 
is  plain,  to  one,  who  is  acquaititecl 
V/ith  the  i)e(ign  of  our  Bleifed  Lord^ 
in  thole  grievous  Sufferings  which  he 
underwent,  of  which^  according  to  mv 
weak  Ability,  I  have  already,  ^nd  I 
hope  fufficiently,  difcours'd. 


i^aiferai^ 


Chap.    L* 


TiiEN  that  Celff^s,  with  all  his 
Knowledge,  didn't  fo  much  aS 
hit  upon  the  exaft  Number  of  the  Apo^ 
files,  may  be  gathered  from  thj  follow- 
ing Words,  Bewg  attej^ded^  fays  he,  with 
Te/i^^  or  Eleven  Wicked  Publicans,  and 
M^riners^  he  went  uf  md  down  with  "^em^ 
he<7oin'?  his  Bread.  fro?n  Door  to  D)or^ 
like  A  i?afe  ^  and  mC'jt  mijerAvk  Cna^ 
tare* 
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Let  me  therefore  examine,  what  he 
fays,  and   return  him  fuch  an  Anfwer, 
as   I  judge    Gonvenient.       'Tis    plain 
then  to  thofe,  who  read  the  Gofpels, 
wath  any  tolerable  Care,  (  which  I'm 
apt  to  think,  my  bold,  but  blundering 
Antagonift  never  did  j  that  our  Saviour 
chofe  twelve  Apoftles,  and  that  there 
was  but  orie  Fublicm   among  'em,    t 
mean  St.  Mat  hew ,  and  by  Mariners^  as 
he  proriiifcuoufly  calls  'em,  1  fuppofe, 
he  may  mean  James  and  Johriy  becauf© 
they  left  their  Father  Z^ebedee^  to  fol- 
low their  BleiTed  Lord.    For  as  for  Peter 
and  JndreiVy  that  got  their  Livelyhooci 
by  their  Nets,,  they  were  not  fo  properly 
Mariners,  as  Fiflaermeny  as  the  Scripture 
calls  *em. 

We'll  alfo  fuppofe,  tha^t  Levi  the- 
fublicm  was,  another,  tQ  whom  he 
might  have  a  Reference,  tho'  accor- 
ding to  fome  Copies,  that  we  hav© 
of  St.M^rFs  Gofpel,  he  was  no  Apoftle. 
As  for^  the  reft  of  that  honourable 
Fraternity,  "^ve  know  not-  what  Em- 
ployments they  wxre,  by  w^hich  they 
got  their  Mamtenance ,  before  they 
efpous'd  th@  Interelt  of  our  Bleilea 
Sa^iou-p; 


C-if  A  p.- 
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O  that ^  I  may  fafely   fay^  that  ^tis 

t' plain  to  them,  who  examine  hnd 

thefe  Matters,  with  that  Judgmejpi:  ^ 
Care,  and  Impartiality,  which  is  highly: 
requifite,  that  the  Apollles  were  a  died 
by  an  extraordinary,  and  fuper-natural 
rower,  when  they  puBhjQi'd  the  C/;/-/--^ 
jlim  Religion  tO  the  World,  and  made 
the  carnal,  and  haughty  Minds,  of  Ibmd 
of  the  worft  of  Men,'  fabmic  ^  to  thq 
commanding  Authority  of  the  Word 
of  Go'd.  ,   . 

For  this  #onderfiil  Effefi:  was  not 
owing  to  the  Charms  of  huuiane  Elo-^ 
(juence,  the  Exaftnefs  of  their  Method^; 
or  thofe  other  Artifices,  with  which  the 
Logick, and  "Rhetorick  oithdGr'eeks^  da 
frequently,  and  perhaps^  more  thaii  fuf- 
ficiently,  furnrfh  too'  many  iubtil,  anxf 
defigning  Perfohs., 

I  am  of  the  Opinion^  I  c6nfb&,  thac 
if  wg  cou'o  fuppQjs  our  Saviourj  to  have 
made  Choice  of  Perfons,  qualify 'd  with" 
tSts  hx-i-gtiteft  humaat  Accompljlhmeals, 

N  2'  to 
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to  preach  the  Gofpel,  fiich  as  had  the 
general  Character,  and  Reputation,  of 
Men  of  profound  Wifdom,  and  nni- 
verfal  Learnings  who,  by  the  Help  of 
fubUme  Speculations,  polite  Language, 
and  a  graceful  Elocution, couM  win  upon 
the  Audience ,  and  make  the  feveral 
raffioas  of  their  Hearers,  ferve  their 
fordid,  and  vain-glorious  Purpofes,  I 
fay,  if  our  Saviour  had  tak'n  this  Me- 
thod, he  might  juftly  have"  been  blam'd, 
for  uung  the  fame  carnal  Policy,  that 
was  too  apparent,  in  the  Heads  of  the 
feveral  Sefts  of  Philofophers,  and  his 
Doftrine  wouM  have  w^anted  thofe 
legible  CharaOiers  of  its  Divinity  ,> 
wliich  were  ftampM  upon  it,  had  it 
been  rnaintainM  by  fprightly  Fancy,i 
proper,  and  elegant  Language,  and  har- 
monious Cadencies,  and  the  Affent 
giv^n  to  it,  wou'd  too  nearly  have  re- 
iembrd  that,  which  is  giv'n  to  the' 
Opinions  of  the:Philofophers  among  the 
Pagam'y  and  wouM  m^nifeflly  Jiave 
had  its  Foundation  laid'  in'  this  Wifdom 
of  Mm ,  rather  than  the  irrefiftible 
Power   of  God, 

Nov/  what  Perfon,  wlu  looks  on 
thefe  Fijher-men  and  Publicans^  v/Iib 
were  not  fo  much  as  taught,  the  very 
firft  Principles  of  Humane  Literature, 
(  as  the  Gofpels  acquaint  us,  and  as 
Celffps  IS  ready  enough  to  believe)  and 

yec 
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yet  had  iuch  a  PrefeDce  of  Mind,  that 
they  were  able,  not  only  to  difcourfe 
to  their  Country-mea  the  Je^vs^  con- 
cerning Faith  in  Chrift,  but  al(o  to 
preach  the  fame  Do6lriiie  to  other  Na- 
tions, and  were  favoui'd  with  moft 
wonderful  Succeis,  I  fay,  what  Ferfbn 
who  looks  on  thefe  fifbermen  and  Pub- 
llcans  ,  will  not  prcfently  eaquire  , 
whence  they  derivM  this  uncommoa 
Power  of  Perfwafion,  and  acknowledge^ 
that  our  Saviour's  Promife  in  the  fol- 
lowing Words,  Co'me  after  me^  and,  J]vlat.  iv. 
xi'ill  mah  you  fiftjers  of  Men  ;  was  evi-  V,  19. 
deatly,  and  remarkably  accomplillfd, 
in  that  Divine  Power,  which  accom- 
pany'd  the  Preaching  of  the  Apoiiles  ? 

'Tw^s  this,  to  which,  St.  P.^^/'lias  .. 

fo  plain  a  Reference,  whsa  he  fays, 
'My  Sfeechy  aad  my  Preachwg  WcU  not  i  Cor.  ii, 
with  enticmo"  Words  of  MarPs  Wilaom  ;  ^*  ^' 
but  i'a  Demonfra,tion  oj  the  Spirit^  anA 
of  Porver^  that  your  Faith  jhou'^drPt  fta^d 
in  the  IVifdom  of  Men^  but  in  the  Power 
of  God, 

\  For  as  the  Proplietical  Pfalmift  fpeaks, 
who  fore-told  the  Preaching  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  The  Lord  gave  the  iVordj  grext  tvoj    ^      ... 
the  Comfany    of    thofe   th^t  publijh'^d  it  j    V.Tu 
and  as  it  is  fore-told  in  another  Place, 
HI4  Wori  rum  very  fwiftly^  Pf.cxiy'^ 
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^  We  fee,  that   The  Voice  of  the  Jpo- 

files   was   heard  thro''  all  the  Earthy  and 
their    Dodrinej   and   Fame  too,    was 
fpread   to  the   moft    diftant    Regions. 
They   alfo,   who   hear  this  Doftrine  ^ 
are  fill'd  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  whq 
accompanies  the  Preaching   of  it,    a^ 
Abundantly  appears,  by  the  Pifpofitioii 
pf  their  Minds,  the  Tenor  of  their  Con- 
yerfaaon^,  and  their  vigorous  Defence 
of  the  naked  Truth,  ev'n  to  the  ap- 
parent Hazard  of  their "  Fortunes,  their 
Reputations,   and  their  Lives^    tho'  it 
can't  bedenyM,  but  ought  to  be  deep- 
ly lamented,  that  too  many  v/ho  have 
tak'n  upon  'em  the  MiruJlerUl  Vuncltony 
after  ail  tiis  Profeifion^    which  they 
make,  of  believing  in  God,  thro'  Clirilt^ 
a'nd  after  having  ieem'd  to  be  wonder- 
fuHv  attrafted   by  the  bri^^ht,  and  aU 
molt    irrefillible    Charms    of  Gofpel- 
Grace,  'tis  to  be  fear'd^  did  never  feel 
the  faying   ImprefliOii  of  it  on  their 
HeartS;^  attended  with  a  fuitable  Influ- 
ence  on  •  their  Lives,    and  Con^-erfa- 
tions.  . 

And  tho**  I  have  already  mentionM 
that  Expreffion-  in  the  Gofpel,  accord- 
ing to  St.  Mathew^  The  Harvejl  is  great ^ 
but    the    Labourers  are    few.       Pray    ye 
id.u/ix,  ^^^^4^^^^    ^^^^  Lord  of  the' HAyvefl^  th^t 
'V;  ;7;  he  rrou'^d  fc^d  forth  more  Labo/^rers  into 
th^  Harve/l-:  I  think  it  mayn't  be  itr- 
'''"^'    ■       .    '  ^     '    ''"■      '     :    ' ■  proper 
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proper  to  repeat  it,  to  ihew,  that  our 
Saviour's  Foreknowledge  of  die  Enter- 
tainment,   \diicli  Ills  Doftrine  wou'd 
meec    with    in    the    World  ,    was   a 
Divine    Proof  of  its  foture  ,    Iiaoov  , 
and   more  than  oi'dinary    Effect  upon 
the  Minds  of  Men  ;    a  Doctrine,  th@ 
good  Succefs  of  which  was  far  from 
depending    on    the    AiFiil:ance   of  the 
moll  Learned  Doftors,  but  was  owing 
to  that  Druiney    md   MiyacuIoh^  Fewer ^ 
that  accompanv^d  the  Apoftles  in  their 
SACRED  MINISTRATIONS. 


Chap.     LII 


N  D    becaufe   Celfm    reprefents 
Z^  'cm,  not  only  as  a  parcel  of  ig- 
norant Fellows,  but  alfo  as  a  Club  of 
rnoft  fcandalous  Creatures,  vile  Publi- 
cans^ and  ALirmers; ;   I  anfwer,  it  feems 
he  alTents  to  fome  Paffages  m  the  Gof- 
pels,  whereby,  he  thinks,  he  can  fup« 
port  his  Caufe,  hut  rejects,   when  he 
thmks  fit,  the  Audiority  of  the  Evan- 
gelifts  themfelves^  that  he  may  not  be 
obliged    to  acknowledge,    and    reve- 
IXVXQ  tho.fe    C'^iii'^^^-i'S  of  Divinity  ,/ 
"      K  -d  which 
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wliich    are    iO  legible    in    their   Wri^ 
tings.  ■      ^  .       ^ 

Bui  when  he  fees^  v^ith  what  Faith- 
luloeft  they  relate^  ev'n  tbofe  Things, 
that  leera  to  ieifen  their  EfteerOj  and 
manifeitly  expcsM  'em  to, the  greateft 
Dangers,  he  ought  certainly  to  beheve 
the  reft-  as  being  divinely  infpirM,  and 
by  covifequqnce,  infallibly  true,  and  of 
the  higheil  Importance  to  us. 

B^r?2iihds^  I  confefs,  m  his  Cdtholnk 

Epifl'ie^  ^from    whence  'tis    probable, 

that  Celfus  has  borrpw'd  his  diladvan- 

tageous   Ilemarks    upon   die  Apoftles 

ot'^our  Bieffed  Saviour  j  fays,   ^'  That 

"  Jefus  chofe    filch    Perfons    to    the 

'^  Apoftolica!  Funftion,  as  were  wicked 

"  to  the   kit    Degree.  *'    And  in  the 

Gofpel  according  to  St.  Luke,  St.  Peter 

tukev,  fays  to  jF^/?^/,  Lord  depart  from  me ^  for 

^  ^'  I  am  a  fwfui  Man.      And  St.  Vmlj  in 

one  of  his  Epiftles    to    Timothy^   fay% 

^T:\r^^i^This  is  'a  faitljful  Sajingy  and  worthy  of 

:  Yo  15.  all  Acceptation^  that    Chrifi   Jffus    caipe 

into  the  Worldy  to.farje  Sinner s^  of  whom 

J  am  chief  \  thp'  at  =  laft  he  became  a 

moil:  Eminent  Apoftle. 

And  I  know  not,  whether  Celf^is 
Memory,  or  his  Judgment,  is  moft  de- 
fective, when  he  makes  no  Mention 
of  St.  P^/^/,  who,  next  to  our  BlelTed 
Sayicur ,  was  the  moil  remarkable 
Eoundcr.  of  the  phriftian  ChurcheSc 
'■    '   v..  ..    ^:   .]  .■.  .  Bu^ 
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But  'tis  probable,  he  thought  it  wou'd 
not  feive  his  Cauf^  and  that,  if  he 
had  tak'n  Notice  of  him,  he  had  ob- 
iig'd  himfelf  iq  have  giv'n  a  rational, 
and  diitinct  Account,  how  a  Perlbn, 
who  once  perfecuted  the  Church  of 
God,  fpit  his  Venom,  and  employed 
his  moil:  vigorous  Endeavours,  in  Op« 
poficiQn  to  the  Chriftians,  infomuch 
that  he  thinted  for  their  Blood,  was 
fo  ftrangely  alterM  on  a  fudden,  that 
he  fpread  die  Gofpel  from  Jerufxlem 
to  lil)ricum ,  endeavouring  to  avoid 
buildmg  OQ  the  Foundation,  which 
another  had  laid,  and  making  it  his 
Choice,  and  Bufinefs,  to  preach  to 
them.5  vv'lo  had  never  heard  the  glad 
Tydifigs  of  Salvation  by  a  Crucify'd 
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Chap.     LIII. 


I  THAT  Abfurdity  is  there  then^ 
y  in  fuppofing,  that  our  Siviour, 
being  defirous  to  fliew  Mankind,  what 
Sovereign  Remedies  he  had,  and  was 
willing  to  apply  to  the  diftemperM  Souls 
of  Men,  fliou'd  make  Choice  of  Per^ 
ions,  that  were  notorioufly  wicked,  and 
work  fuch  a-fudden,  and  farprizing 
Change  upon  \^m,  that  by  the  Parity 
of  tlicir  Lives,  they  became  very  ho- 
nourable Examples  to  them,  who  wer^ 
afterwards  converted  by  their  Mi- 
niftry  ? 

If  they,    who  have  reformM  their 
Manners,    muft  '  be    upbraided    with 
the  Crunes,  which  they  formerly  comi 
niitted,  then  we  may  as  well  bring  in 
a  molt  heavy  Charge  againft   Ph^don 
bimielfy  ev'n  after  he  had  devoted  his 
Time,  and  Sciength,  to  the  Study  uf 
I'liilofophy,  becaule  Hiftory  acquaints 
us,    that  Socrates   took  hun ,    fi'om  a 
place  ,    where   Debauchery  was   pra- 
cticM,   Without    Fear,  or  Regret,  and 
put    him   upon  rational  ^   and  learned. 
^'  ^  ■  "  Studies^ 
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Studies,  in  which,  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
he  was  far  from  being  a  mean  Profi- 
cient. 

We  might  alfo  condemn  Philofophy, 
it  felf,  by  Reafon  of  the  extravagant 
Courfes,  which  Pole^non  the  Succeiroi: 
of  Zj'^ocrates  had  fcrmeriv  tak'n.  Bud 
in  Truth,  this  Confideration  dO'S  ^reat- 
ly  brighten,  and  recQmrnend  their  Cha- 
racter, that  by  the  Help  of  fo  Divine. 
a  Thing  as  Philofophy^  they  couVI  be 
brouo;ht  to  refolve  on  a  virtuous,  and 
fevere  Courle  of  Life ,  in  Spi^ht  of 
thofe  bad  "  Inipreffions ,  w^ith  which 
they  were  forc^'cl  to  ftf^rgg'^?  ^nd  over 
which  they  did,  wicJi  ho  fmall  Diffi- 
culty, obtain  ?^x\  honourable,  and  happy 
Conqueft. 

And  I  fcarce  know ,  w^hether  the 
Qreeks  can  produce  any  Inftances  of 
this  kind,  in  any  other  Perfons,  beiidcs 
Pk^dori  and  Polemon\  or  at"befl:,  they  car^ 
name  but  very  few  Perfons,  who  ever, ^/' 
left  their  Intemperance  and  Deba^uchery 
to  apply  thwir  Minds,  to  the  entertain-^ 
ing,  and  ufeful  Study  of  Philofophy. 

But  in  the  School  ofChriji\  befides  the 

twelve  Apofllss^  -who  had  the  Honour  to    . 

he  co/^tempor^ry  with  htm^  we  fee  daily ^ 

k  fa,r  gr enter  Number  of  Perfons,  tfiac 

become  virtuDus,  and  pious,  and  joia 

in    a   Bleiitd   Chorus^    acknov/ic-Jgipg^ 

with  the   cieepeit  fliame,  and  Sorrow^ 
.1     .-    V   J    '      ■•  ■       '-.  ■■  -;       -'      "    j|iQ 
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the  many  falfe,  and  almoft  fatal  Steps, 
which   formerly    they    took.    We  our 
Tk.  iii.  felves    (  fays   the    Apoltle  )  were  fome^ 
-  •  ^^^'  times  fooU'jhj  and     dlfobedient^   deceiz>'^dy 
fervlng  dtverfe  I^ufts  and  Fle.tfiires^  living 
in  Mdlice^.  an  A  Ennjy^  hxtejul^  and  hating 
one   another.     But  after    that   the  KJ^d- 
77efsj  raid  Love  of  God  our  Saviour^  to^, 
ri'ard  Man  appear  dj  not  by  M^orks  of  Righ" 
teoufnefs  nhlch  we  have  do?2e^  but  accor^ 
ding  to    his   Mercy  he  faz^d   us^    by  thp 
Wajhing     of  P^egeneratiOf?^    and  the  Re^ 
?2ervif3g     of  the    Holy     Ghoft^    which    he 
fbed  on  us  abundantly.     For  as  the  Pro- 
phetical   Pialmift    fp^aks,  He  fent  his 
V^^\,^{iu Wordy  and  heaPd  "^em^' and  deliver'* d  "^ em 
■'-  ^V^^-ofromihsir  Dejlrucllons,  I  might  add, that 
Chrjfppusj  in    a  Book   which    he    has 
writ,  EntituPd,  The  Art  of  Curing  the 
toiforders  of  the   Humane    PajJionSy    en- 
deavours to   lay    down     proper,    and 
erTeflual  Pjjies,   for  the   Management 
of  thoie,  wiiich  difturb  the  Peace  of  the 
Miiid,  and  to  that  end,  he  argues  up- 
on the  Principles  of  feveral   Sefts  of 
Philofophers,  not  examining,  which  of 
^em  are  moil  agreeable  to  Truth,  and 
has  the  following  Words.     ^'  If,  fays  he'y 
*:^  Pleafure  be  eitecm'd  the  chief  Good, 
^'  the  Paffions   ma^/,    and  ought  thus' 
'  *^  to  be  cur\l,   and  if  there  be  three 
;  ^'  Kinds  of  Good,  they  are  to  be  cur M 
"'"'^'^  after  this  different  Manner. 

^  •  ■  "^  '  Now 
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Now  they,  who  find  Fault  with  the 
Chrifiian  Religion^  do  wilfully  Negle£t, 
to  confider,  how  many  unruly  Paflions 
are  fuccefsfully  governed  by  it,  what  a 
Stop  it  puts  to  that   rapid   Torrent  of 
Vice,  and  ImmoiaHty,    which  is   too 
vifibie  in  the  World,  and  what  extra- 
vagant,   favage,    and    ev'n    Diaholicd 
Tempers   it    has    frequently,  happily^ 
and  very    fuddenly  conquered.     Cer- 
tainly, it  ought  to'raife  their  Admira- 
tion, and  conftrain  'em,  to  make  the 
moft  thanlrful    Acknowledgements  to 
Almighty  God,  to  confider,  what  vaft, 
and  apparent  Advantage   the  Publick 
reaps,  from  thofe  proper,  and  moft  ex-^ 
Ceilent  Methods,    which  our  Saviour 
took,  for  the  Reformatiori'  of  Manners^ 
and  one  wou'd    think,   that   if  they 
won't  allow  Chriftianity  to  be  the  True 
Rehgion ;  yet  they  mull  confefs,  that 
it  conduces  very   much  to  the  true  In- 
tereft  of  Mankind,  and  which  is  mord, 
has   an  Immediate  y    and  Principal   Re- 
gard   to     their    htfer^    and    immortd 
Parr. 


C  PI  A  F,> 
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Chap.     LI  Y. 


ND  our  Saviour  has  fo  effefta- 

ally  confultcd,  ev'n  the  Tempo 

fal  Advantage  of  his  FolloXvers,  that 
he  w6i]Mn't  have  'em  to  be  rafli^  and 
firecipitate,  but  gives  'em  this  necei- 
iary  Ix&^iy  Wheh  they  prfetute  ycu  in 
one  CAtj^  fiee  unto  dhother  ;  and  te'dches 
^em  by  his  6wn  Example,  not  to  run 
Into  needlefs  Dangers. 

C  el  fas  takes  Occafian  ,  ev'n  from 
fiencej  to  form  an  Accufation"  againff 
him,^  in  the  Perfon  of  a  Jew^  in  thd 
following  Words/  Tcu  run  u^  and  down ^ 
tvith  your  Dtlciples,  But  as  f5f  the 
Charge,  which  is  here  brought  againll 
our  BleiTcd  Saviour,  \Ve  meet  with  ^^ 
Parallel  Cafe,  e^'n  in  tfte  Hiftories, 
^vhich  the  Greeks  have  pubhfh'd.  Fof 
JriJlotleAidiX.  Famous  Philofopher,  wherf 
he  faw,  \\Q  fhou'd  be  condemned,  a's  a' 
\vicked  Perlbn,  by  reafon  ot  fome  pecu- 
liar, and  in  ibme  Sence,  dangerous  No« 
tjt)ns  he  adfanc'd,  which,  as  tht  Mthe^ 
nians  thought,  did  give  too  greiit  En- 
couragement to  LiceiKioufnefsy  took  an' 
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Opportunity  to  go  from  Athens^   and 
removM  his  School  to  Chdcis\,  making 
the  following  Apology,  to  fome  of  his 
Acquaintance,  "  Let  us  leave  Athens^ 
"  (fv^  ^^ )  ^^^^^  ^^^  mayn't  fuffer  it, 
"  to  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Athenims^ 
^'  to  re-aft  that  horrid  Impiety,  which 
^'  they  plainly  difcover'd,  by  their  ill 
^'  Treatment  of  fo  great  a  Genitis ,   as 
*'  the  World  knows  Socrates  to  have 
<*  been,   and  to  commit  a  moft  griev- 
*'  ous  Offence  againft  fo  [acred  a  Thing 
*^  as  Philofophy. 


C  H  A  P.       L V. 


ELSVS  adds,  That  mr  Saz:iof/f^' 
__  running  uf  and  down  "With  hu  Dif* 
cfpleSy  was  forced  to  heg  his'  Bread^  like 
a  fordid  WretcL 

But  pray  kt  him  i/iform  us,  where 
he  has  rakM  up  all  thefe  fcurrilous  Ex- 
preffions.  I  coofefs,  we  read  in  the  Gof- 
pels,  that  certain  Women,  that  were 
curM  of  their  Infirmities,  among  which 
was Sujannahy did  readily  diftribute  foixje 
Part  of  iheir  Subftance,  to  furniih  the 
Difciples,  with  what  was  necelTary  for 
the  Support  of  Life.  But- 
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But  pray,  what  Phiiofopher,  whd 
employs  his  Time,  and  Strength,  with 
ibme  Regard  to  the  Benefit  of  his 
Relations^  and  Friends,  and  indeed  of 
Mankind  in  general,  wouM  refufe  to 
have  his  Wants  fupplly'd  ?  Or,  did  it 
become  the  Philofophers,  to  accept  the 
feafonable,  and  generous  AfTiftance  of 
their  Friends,  and  others  ;  but  afgue 
a  bafe  ani  for  did  Sprit  ^  in  our  Bkjfed 
Lordj  or  thofe  Who  became  his  Fol- 
lowers ? 


Chap.    L  VI 


THEN  the  "Jerv^  whom  Celju^s  per- 
foAates,  continues  his  Difcourfe 
with  our  Saviour  ^  in  the  following 
Words,  What  NeceJJity  was  there,  that^ 
when  you  were  an  Inf^tnt^  you  (Joou'^d  be 
carry'* d  into  Egypt,  to  avoid  being  kilPd  f 
For  furely,  it  did/^^t  become  a  God,  to  be 
afraid  of  Death.  An  Angel^  it  jeemsy 
was  difpatch'^d  from  Heav'^r?,  to  bid  Tou^ 
and  forne  of  your  neareji  Relations  ,  be^ 
take  your  fclves  to  Flight,  le[i  you  jhou^d 
he  found,  and  be  pit  to  Death.  But 
c^otidr^t  Almighty  God^   who^    as  we  are 

told^ 
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did  imph)  his  Jf^gels  for  yo..r  Direction^ 
knd^  Jjjilfar^cey  frefervc  his  ^^i^,  ds  cajiiy 
m  judea,  ^s  i/;.  Egypt  ^ 
■  Lsifai.  thinks,  thac  there  was  nothing 
extraordinary  in  the  Humane  Bodv^ 
and  Soul  of  our  Ble^e^  Saviour ^  a/id 
ridicuhng  his  precious  Blood,  thac  was 
fhed  upon  the  Crols,  he  iays^  'cwas 
not 

Such  Blood  s^  from  the  Immertkl  Gods  do^s  Y?f'   ^'^ 


But  we^  who  give  Credit  16  our  Sa-^ 
yiour,  when  he  gives  a   leiVioiony  ^ 
ills  Divinity,  in   die  folibsving  \¥ords- 
J  m^  the  iVaj^  the  Truth^  ar/d  the  Life  ;  J-^  ^^^ 
and  in  other  Farallel  Places,  and  "^Theii       '  ""' 
he  bears   Witnqis  to  the  Truth  of  his 
Humanity,  in  the  following  Expreifion^ 
Now  ye  feek  to  kill  me^  a  Man^  who  hM  l.^.  :_■,,., 
told  you  the  Truth  :  I  fay,  we,  who  be-^  Y,  \.cl 
lieve  ouv  Saviour^  when,  he  fpeaks  thus 
ofhimfelf,  do  alTert,  and  maintain,  tiiat 
he  had  Tn?o  Natures^  the   one  Di^tr^e^ 
and  the  other  Hu?namj  and  that  fincg 
he  came  into  the  World,  with  an  in- 
tention to  live,  in  io^nr^  relpects^  lik^ 
the  reil  of  Men,  'twas  hiehly  mcon- 
gruous  ^   that   he  fliou'd    run   upon  a 
precipice,  and  be  Ibnd  oi  M.fery,  and 
JL/Catu* 
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^Twas  fit,    he  fliou'd   be  direfted  ^ 
and  goveni'd  by  them,  to  whom  the 
Care  of  his  Education  did  belong,  and 
that   t!ie    AngePs   Orders    fhou'd    be 
ftridly,    and  rellgioufly  obfervM,  and 
the  fame  Angel    which  faid  at  firft , 
Mat  1.    Jofeph,  thou  6o/j  of  David,  fe^r  not  to 
^^^^^      }ahe  unto  thee^  Mary  thy  iV/fe^  for  that 
tvhkh  is  conceived   in   her^  is  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi  \  faid  afterwards,  Arife^  md  take 
the  loung  Chtld^  and  his  Mother  ^  and  flee 
into  Egypt,    and  be  thou  there^    until  I 
bring  thee  Wordy  for  Herod  will  feek  the 
young  Childy  to  defray  him. 

And  I  fee  nothing  in  this  whole  Ac- 
count,   that  ev'n  feems   to  fhock  our 
"Reafon,  and  deftroy  our  Faith.      For 
we  read   el  few  here ,   that   'Jofefh    was 
warn'd  by  God  in  a  Dream,  and  that 
fuch  Apparitions  as  thefe  have  been,  is 
a  Truth,  in  the  firm  Belief  of  which, 
Experience  it  felf  m.av,  I  think,  fuffici- 
ently  confirm  us.     What  Abfurdity  is 
there  then,  upon  the  whole,  in  fuppo^ 
fing  ,    that  our  Blejfed  Saviour  ,    who 
aiTumPd  thQ  Humane  Nature ^  feouM  aft 
with  the  Prudence  of  a  Many  in  endea- 
vouring to  keep   out  of  the  Way  of 
impending   Calamities ,    not   as  it   he 
couMn't  have  avoided  'em  by  his  In- 
finite Power ^  without  taking  fuch  Mea- 
fures   as    he   did  ;    but  becaufe    'twas 
coniiftcnt  With  the  Will  of  God,  and 

with 
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...with  tUe  Nature  of  Things,    that  liis 
Life  fhou'd  be  prel^rvM  ^    h  the   Vfr- 
of  Means ,    and    not    by   a   Con-im?d 
Courfe  of  Supsr-mtural^  and  Miryuuhpi^ 
Events. 

'Twas   more   agfesable  to  tjie  iJic^ 
tates  of  Infinite  Wifdom,  that  our  S^- 
viour   fliouM    be   carry 'd    bv  his    Pa« 
rents  into  Egjpt^   and  tiiat  'he  fliou'd 
tarry   there,    'till    they   heard  of    tlie 
Death  of  Herod^  than  that  he   fhou'd 
ftay  in  his  Native  Country,    and  vet 
Be  preferv'd,  fiom  the  Evils  to  which 
he  was  expos'd,    being    better  armM 
than  with  Pluto\  Helmet^  and  fecur'd 
from  the   Rage  of  his  raahcious  Ene- 
mies, by  their  being  llruck,    like  th© 
Sodomites  of  old,    with  fudden  Blind- 
nefs.     For  fuch  a  Series  of  miraculous 
Appearances,  had  been  very  uafuit-ible 
to  his  great   Defign  ,    of  acquainting 


l\NJL   WORD,    the    JVISDOM  ^    and 
[jPOrVERofGOD,    did  gioriouily,  tho' 
I  f  wonderfully  reiide^  in  the  ilnmayic  AV 
'■  ■  tare  of  the  INCARNATE  JESVS. 
Bcit-'tis  not  my  Bufinefs  at  prefeor, 
to  fpeak   fully  of   the    Two    Natures  \^ 
thac  were  united,  in  the  Perfon  of  our 
Blejfed  Savfoa'rj    fince  the^e  is  a  Par- 
ticular,  and  h  I  may  io  lay ,    a  Do- 

Q  2  mejlick 


o 
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meftick  Dirpnte  between  us ,  con- 
cerning that  Difficult,  and  Important 
Fuiat.  \ 


^ 


Chap.     LVIL 


'HEN  Cp/T^^'s  'jeu',  as  if  he  had 

been   educated    in   the  Schools 

orihe  Greeksj  aiid  iaftructed  in  their 
Learning,  fays,  Tbdt  the  A'^cient  F>tyies^ 
that  artrthfi'e  a  Divine  Original  to  Per- 
feus,  Amphion,  /EacuSj  and  Minos',  tho* 
they  be  not  in  ^tricfnefs  true  ;  yet  do 
dij'pLy  the  Jclior/s  of  ihefe  PerforL^^  ^s 
keing  great  ,  and  wonderful ^  ar/d  above 
the  sphere  of  Mum  me  Psature.  But  for 
your  Part^  what  did  jott  ever  /"zj,  or  do^ 
that  XV -IS  ivorthy  of  Admiration^  tho*  you 
rvere  oVtrih  chaHe'^of^d  ^  to  oive  convln- 
c'ng^  ProojSy  that  jou  were  tioe  Son  of 
■  God, 

In  Anfvver  to  th's,  I  need  only  ask 
the  Greeks ^  whether  they  can  Ihew^ 
tliat  any  of  tiie  fore-men rionM  Per- 
foiis,  did  any  extraoidniary  Service 
to  rjie  Work!,^  or  pe;iorm'd  any  great 
Hxplou ,  to  induce  fnture  Ages,  cO 
bdicve   fchtj    Truih  of  tliofe    rabies  , 

which 
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which  reprefent  'em    to  us,  as  being 
derivM   from  a  Divide  Or/fir/a/. 

But  I  defy  'em,  to  inifance  in  any 
of  the  Actions  of  thefe  F^tbulous  He- 
*rot:s^  thac  defervM  to  be  nam'd^  mucl^f^. 
lefs  compard,  with  what  our  Saviour 
did;  unlefs  they  wiii  refer  us  to  their 
own  Fables^  and  Hiilories,  and  have 
U'-s  to  believe  'em,  w^ithout  any  more 
ado^,  and  disbelieve  our  Hiilories,  of 
the  Truth,  and  Importance  of  which, 
we  have  all  the  Evidence,  that  we  can, 
reafbaabiy  defire. 

We  fay^  and  know,  that  the  Di- 
njtne  Pon-er  of  oiir  Bleffed  Saviour^  has 
been  fuincienily  feen  ,  and  happily 
felr,'thro'  the  whole  habitable  World^ 
where  any  Churches  are  founded,  chat 
confift  of  Perfons,  reclaimM  from  many 
exorbitant  Vices. 

-^  And  the  N^^-nu  ax  JESVS^  at  this 
very  Day,  compofes  the  ruffl'd  Minds 
of  Men  5  difpoiTelTes  D^nms  j  cures 
Difeafes,  and  works  a'rneek,  gentle, 
and  amicable  Temper,  in  all  thofePer-.. 
fons,  who  make  Profeffion  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  from. an  higher  End,  than  their 
worldly  Intereft,  and  fincerely  believe, 
what  It  teaches  us,  concerning  God^ 
and  ChriJ}^  and  4  Future  Judgme?jt» 


O  3  Chaf. 
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C  H  A  P.    LVIIL 


'^"f^HEN  Ceifi^^  forefeeing,  how  many 
X    remaikable   Actions,    that  were 
perfornniM    by  our  Saviour^    might  be 
iilentionM  by  us,  to  his  Honour,  a  few 
of  which,  I  have  related,  makes  as  if 
he  granted  the  Truth,  of  what  is  writ, 
concerning   the    pifeafcs ,    that   were 
cur\i,    the   Dead    that  were  raisM  to 
Life,  and  the  h\v  Loaves,  with  which 
a   great  Multitude  was   fed ,   and  of 
which  many   Fragments  did  remain , 
and  thoie  llrange  Accounts  we  meet 
with  in  the  Gofpei-Hiftory,    and  im- 
iiiediat^yly  adds  the  following  Words^ 
We!!^    let  Ho  p^ppofey  that  you   really  did 
thefe  Thh7gs  you , talk    of.  '    But  in   the 
fame  Breath,  he  quite  unravels  what 
he  had  faid  before,  and  fets  them  on 
a  Level,  with  the  Operations,  that  are 
performM  by  M^gtctr,is^  who  pretend 
to  do  mighty  Things,  and  having  Itu- 
dy'd  Magich  in  ■fgj//,  get  a  little  Mo» 
h<iy  o\\t  of  People'^  pockets,    by  pra- 
rti^fing  their^  A''t- in  |:hQ-opcn  Forum^ 
diipcifciling  D^mcm  ^'  curing  Diftem? 
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pers,  calling  back  departed  Souls,  and 
rcprefenting  to  tlit^  deluded  Siglit,  a 
Table  fpread  with  imaginary  Dain- 
ties, and  Animals,  that  ieem  co  move 
of  their  own  Accord,  bi?t  have  no  in- 
ward  Spring  of  Lite,  and  Motion, 

His  Words  are  thefe.  Pray  muft  we 
efteem  the  Per  fans  ^  who  perform  thtie  wofi-^ 
derjul  Operations  J  to  be  the  Sons  of  God^ 
or  mu'il  ive  ?70t  rather  efleem  "^em  to  be 
inle  rVrercheSj  that  are  well-overs'^ d^  it  feemsy 
ta  a  DiaboliQd  Art? 

You  fee  here,  that  he  allows  an  ex- 
traordinarY  Powqr  in  Magsck^  tho'  by 
iUq  Way,  I'm  much  miitak'n^  if  he 
isn't  the  very  Perfqnj  who  writ  ie- 
vera]  Books  ^  in  which,  he  directly 
maintains    the    contrary. 

And  yet,  becaufe  he  thinks,  it  may 
ferve  his  Caufe,  he  compares  t!ie  Afti- 
ons  of  our  Blejjed  S^vtour^  with  the 
Operations  of  Mugkians,  Indeed,  there 
had  been  forne  Ground,  for  making 
this  invidious  Coniparifon,  if  oqr  6'^'- 
%'iour  had  made  fuch  a  Viin  6heiv  of 
Miracles^  as    the   M^gici^ms    do. 

Their  Defign  alfo,  v/hatever  WonT  ' 
ders  they  may  eSscl,  by  the  Affi- 
ftance  of  i\\^  Devil^  is  not  to  reform 
the  Manners  of  Men  •  nor  have  fuch 
Vdm  Amujements  the  Ijail  Tendency  j 
to  beget  in  Fei'foas  a  True  Pear  of  God'^ 
and  lo  to  regulate  their  Actions,  that 

*       O   4        .     '  til 
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rr:--!V    may     bs   honourablv    acquitted, 
'W!-^t:n'  tliev  iliall  be  iummoaM,  to  ap- 

■iq  t^JUCii' as  :u  ,.  .,.-  c.!iy  Tliirrg  of  this 

Kinc!,  anci  if  th^v  did,  of    all  Perfbns 

■     Woti:i    rhey    wois'd    be   nioft 

Tiunt    f";r    fo    rre?''    aa     Undertaking'^ 

-  chernielve^)  are  gu^ 
vBoit  nororiOLis   Crimes.      Whereas 
Biejf^d   Saviour^    who   defigii'd    by'   his 
.  Mir;i  Ijs,  to  reform    the    Manners    di 

•tuuni)  who  were  EYe-Witnefles  of 
\yha>  he  did,  gave  noc  only  his  Follow- 
(^rs ,  but  ail  Mankind  ,  a  Bright  Ex- 
ample  oi 'Vnnffecfed  Virtue^  and  P/etji  ^ 
thar  thcy^  \yF;a  were  to  pubiifh  his 
lixcdhm:  Dodlrine.'  rai2;ht  at  once  be 
pirectedj  and  encouraged,  to  acquaint 
^heir  Hearers  with  the  Mind  of  God^ 
and    tiL^t    the    lore-n^eationy  Feribns^ 

.  being  more  cQnvincM  by  the  A/at/ve 
i]r.tn'/7i  of  tiiC  Chri(tian  lieligionj  and 
the  Hoi)  Uves  of  their  Teachers,  than 
by  the  Miraci.es  that  w^ere  wrought-^ 
Ktight^in  all  their  Afcions^  iiave  a 
i;nctre,  and  (acred  Regard  to  the  Ho- 
ronr  of  God,  and  the  Inrereit  of  their 
Djar,  and  Ever  Bieifed  Redeemer, 

Now,  if'rne  whole  Courfe  of  our 
Savhurh  Infe  was'  luch;  as  I  have  re-^ 
[^relenreci  it/without  uiin^  any  Arri- 
-6c:al  CoioiiTs,  and  Bold  Fiecres  to  em- 

faiazcn 
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blazoQ  it,  ci:;  we  know,  is  too  irequeatl^ 
the  Ca4e  of  many,  of  the  fsig?Pd  Heroes 
Anticiutty\^  how  abfurd  a  Thing  is 
.0  compare  it  with  the  curled  O- 
peratioos  of  Magicians^  and  is  it  nqt 
highly  agreeable  to  the  Dlftates  of  im- 
partial Reaiba,  to  believe,  that  he  was 
5  OJ}^^^  he  himfelf  affiires  us,  and 
coodeicended  to  airume  the  Hum^r?^ 
Ndture^  for  our  Common^  and  Everlafit 
inz  Benefit. 


v^H 


A  P. 


Lil.X. 


^1"^  H  E  N  Celf-^Sj  confounding  Things 
X  at  a  molt  miferabie  Pvate,  and 
borrowing,  what  is  peculiar  to  one 
S^cl  of  Chrijlia^s^  that  he  may,  the 
more  fuccefsfully,  reproach  the  whole 
Body  of 'em^  fays,  Certdnly^  a  God  rvou'^d 
^ever  haij.e  fuch  n  Body  as  yours ,  thAl: 
is  fo  conteippPihie^  as  bci^yg'  licible  to  fo 
manjn  £tnd  jo  confiderable  Imperfect lo/?s._ 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  we  fay,  he  af- 
iiimM  ui  HuTn^^e  Body^  ( being  con- 
ceivM  in  the  Womb  of  tlvd  B/ejfed 
Vtrgiiu  )  which    rendered  him  capable 


of  Sufferings  and  Dying,  in  fome 


Re. 
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fpefts  like   the  reft  of  Men.     In   this 
Sence,  we  may  truly   fay,  he  °was    a 
Heb,  \v.  miferablc  Perfon,   Being   ^tempted  in  nil 
^' '  ^'^^  Things^  t^  we  are^  yet  ri>ithout   Sin,  For 
with    us,  'cLS  beyond  all  Doubt^   that 
1  Pet.  ii.  -W^  committed  no  Sin^   neither  rvds  Guile 
y  zz,  found  in  his  Mouthy  and   that  God  did 
deUver  him  up  as  a  Spotltfs   Sacrifice^ 
for    the    Sins  of   an     JpoJLme    World, 
Then  Celjti^  fays,  the   Body    of  a  God, 
ivou'^d  never  have  been  fovi'^'^d  like  your'^s. 
But  he  can't  deny,  that  if  our  S^tviour 
was   born,   as   we  fay,  he  was,    then 
ev'n  his  Body  had,  in    fome  Sence,  a 
Stamp  of  Divinity  upon  it,  and  might 
lie  callM  rlic  Body  of  the  Great  G^.^ 
hinifelf.  On    the   contrary,   he    disbe- 
lieves, and  ridicules  the  Account,  we 
have,  of  our  S.xviour'^s  Conception   by 
the  Holy    Ghoil,  and  thinks    he    was 
begotten  in  Aduhery,  by  one  Panthe^ 
r/^,   a  Souldier,  on    the   Body    of  lier, 
whom  we  call  the  Hhjjed  Virgin^  and 
that    made    him    fay,    the    Body   of  a 
Gpdy  xvou'^d  never  hxve  been  formed    lik^ 
your'^s,  JBnt  I  think,  I  have  faid  enough 
on  chat   Head  already,  to  fatisfy    any 
Imoartial,  and  Candid  Reader. 
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Chap.     LX. 


E  LS  VS  goes  on,  neither  fays  he, 

Do^s  the  Bodj   of  a   God  fimd    i^J- 

I\eed  of  fuch  Food^  for  its  Nourifjjment^ 

{ind  Supfortj    ^ts   that    with  which  yours 

ii  fufvlfd-j   as    if  he  couM  fliew  out 

of  the  Four  Evangelifts^  not  only  that 

he    ate,  but  aUo    by    what  Food  his 

frail  Nature  was  maintained.     But  be 

it  fo,  I  grant  he  ate  the  Paffover  with 

his  Difciples,  and  not  only  made  Ufe 

of  the  following    Words,   With  Z)^jfr^,  Luk.  xxii 

I  have  defir'^d  to  eat    this  Paffover  with     '^'  ^^' 

you  \  but  did  a£lually  partake,  of  what 

was  provided  for  hira>     I  grant  alfo, 

that  being  thirfty,  he  drank  at  Jacoh^s 

Well.      Bat  what  is  this  to  the  Pur-. 

pole  ?    ^Tis  faid  expreily,  he  ate  Fifh, 

ev'n  after  he  was  rilen  from  the  dead. 

And  this  agrees  very  well  with  what 

we  fpy,  viz>.  That  he  affuniM  a  Rea/^ 

and  noi  a  Ph.mtaflical  Body^    and  was . 

conceived  in  the  Womb  of  the  Bleffed 

■    Then    Ce!fifs   fays  ^    J  G&d  h,ii   no. 
med  vf  Oich  4  Vmce.   nor  Qich  Methods 
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of  Perfvafw^^.  But  th:s ,  I  thinkj  is 
Qiie  of  ths  moft  frivolous  Objeftioas, 
tliat  lie  couM  poffibly  have  rais'd  a- 
gainft  us.  Fqr  I  might  tell  him,  that 
u-IpGilOy  one  of  the  Gods  ot  the  Greeks^. 
who  goes  uiicier  the  N'dmc  o?  Pythiaf?^ 
aiKl  Did^m.£.^n^  made  ufe  of  fuch  a 
Voice,  when  the  Oracle  was  giv'a  by 
the  pjthisn  Friefefsj  or  the  Prtejiejs  of 
Miktum,  And  yet  the  Greeks  don^t 
take  OccafioQ  from  hence,  to  call  in 
Qi.ieftion,  much  lefs  to  deny,  the  Di'vi- 
nttj  of  Apollo^  or  any  other  God^  \yho 
gave  out  Oracles,  at  fome  convenient 
Flace. 

Now  how  much  more,  did  it  con- 
duce to.  the  Spir'nnal  Advantage  of  the 
World  in  Genera!^  that  God  IliouM  re- 
\Cal  his  Will  in  the  Perfon  of  our 
Bleffed  Sctvioiir^  who  fpoke  with  fuch 
jiuij'joritjy  and  Power^  that  he  made  a 
fecret,  but  irrefiuibie  Impreffion  upon 
.  the  Minds  of  Men.- 


C  H  A  i^. 
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C  H  A  R       LXL 


^T^HEN  Celjm^   whofe  wicked  Opi- 
i    nions,  and  Practices,  render  him 
hateful  to  that  God,  who  is  a  Lover 
of  right  Realon,    and  uaaflPeded  Vir- 
tue, reproaches   our  Saviour  in  the  fol- 
lowing   Words,    All  his  Miracles  difco- 
'ver'^d  him  to  he  a  Perfon^  hateful  to  God^ 
anA  a  notoriom.^  and  vile  Impojlor.     But 
if  we  critically  enquire  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Things,   and  the  Signification 
of  the  foregoing  Words,  we  ihall  find^ 
that   in    Propriety,    and    Striftnefs   of 
Speech,  no  Perfon,  how  wicked  foever 
be  may  be,   can  have  this  Character 
giv^n   him,    that   he  is   hated  of  God, 
Tor    the    following   Expreffion  carries 
Abundance  of  Truchj  as  well  as  Weight 
in  in  ;    viz^    Thou  lovejl  all  J^hi^gs  that  WiC  xL 
are  J  and  hatejl  noihirig^    which   thou  haft     ^  -  ^"-^ 
■  made  ;  for  never  xvott'dft  thou  have  made 
anj  Things   if  thou   hadft   hated  it» 

If    we    meet   with  any  ExpreiHons  . 
in  the  Writings  of  th-e  Prophets,  that 
feem  to  intimare,    that    God   hares  hu 
Crtat/iresj   \vq   rnuft   interpret  'em  by 

this 
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tllfs  general,  and  neccffary  Rule,  that 
the  Scripture,  when  it  fpeaks  of  God, 
do's  often  cloath  him,  as  it  were,  with 
thofe  very  Paffions  ,  which  are  fre- 
quently working  in  Humane  Breafts. 

But  to  what  Purpofe  is  it,  to  return 
an  Anfwer,  to  a  Petfon,  who  ev'n 
in  a  Difcourfe,  EntitulM,  J  True  Re- 
Lttion ,  takes  the  Liberty ,  to  give 
Vent  to  his  Paffion ,  in  moft  unjuft, 
and  fevere  Inveftives,  and  to  treat 
0ur  Bleffed  Saviour^  as  if  he  were  , 
like  him,  a  Notorious,  and  Vile  Im- 
poitor. 

For  fuch  Language,  as  he  gives 
him,  don't  become  a  Man,  who  pre- 
tends to  Reafrm  ,  and  Demonftratiof^  , 
tho^  he  difcovers  at  once,  his  Want 
both  of  Sence,  and  Breeding.  On  the 
contrarv,  he  ought  to  have  fairly  fta- 
ted  the"  Controverfy ,  which  there  is 
between  us,  to  have  examinM  Matters, 
with  the  greateft  Impartiality ,  and 
Exaclnefs,  and  fhou'd  have  avoided  ^ 
as  much  as  might  be,  all  needlefs,  and 
ridiculous  Digreffions ,  and  Tauto- 
logies. 

But  becaufe  Q/&f's  "jew ,  do's  no 
Iqnger  continue  his  Difcourfe  with 
our  Bleffed  Saviour^  I  fliall  draw  my 
firft  Book  to  a  Conclufion,  and  if  God 
will  grant  me  the  Knowledge  of  his 
Truth ,    v/hich  is  able  to    overthrow , 

tho^ 
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tho'  not  wholly  to  extirpate  Error,  ac- 
cording to  that  Expreffion,  Defiroy  '^em 
by  thy  Truths  I  fhall  return  an  Anfwer, 
to  what  Celfifs  offers,  as  perfonating  a 
Jewy  direfting  his  Difcourfe  to  thofe 
of  his  Native  Country,  w4io  are  fup- 
posM,  to  be  unhappily,  as  he  ima- 
gines, brought  off  from  Judaifm^  to  an 
open  Profeffion  of  the  Religion,  which 
wx  embrace. 


_  iJa.j.V  ' 
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Chap.     L 


Y  Firfi  Book  in  AnfWer  to 
Celfus's  Difcourle,  EatituPd^ 
A  True  Relation^  ending  where 
he  ceafes  to  perfonate  a  Jew^  dircour* 
fing  with  our  Blejfed  Saviour^  and  be* 
iiig  fwoPn  to  a  convenient  Bulk,  I  re^  ^ 
folvM  to  compofe  a  fecondj  and  therein,  ' 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  confutej  what  the 
lame  pretended  Jew  has  to  offer,  to 
thofe  of  his  own  Country,  who  are 
inwardly  perfwaded  of  the  Truth,  and 
Excellency  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 

F  a  And 
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And  I  confefs,  I  can't  bat  wonder? 
that  fince  Celjh  was  {o  fond  of  fpeak- 
ing  in  the  Perion  oi  ijeiv^  he  didn't 
make  him  direct  his  Diicourle  to  the 
Gentiles^  rather  th;;n  to  his  own  Coun- 
try-men. For  'cwouM  have  carry'd 
with  it,  a  far  more  plaufible  Appea- 
rance, if  it  had  been  directed  by  him, 
to  thole,  who  embraced  the  Religion 
which  we  profefs,  and  were  Gentiles^ 
like  our  fclves.  But  it  feems  ,  this 
iBighty  Man,  with  all  his  Knowledge, 
to '  which  he  makes  fuch  great  Pre- 
tences, did  not  know,  or  at  leaft,  do's 
feem  to  me,  not  duely  to  confider,  the 
Nature  of  that  Figure  of  Speech,  which 
we  make  ufe  oF,  v/hen  we  fpeak  in 
the  Perfon  of  another: 

Let  us  fee  therefore,  what  he  fays-, 
to  thofe  J'^ws^  who  embraced  the  Chri-- 
itian  Religion.  He  lays,  ThAt  fuff-rwg. 
themjelz-es^  to  be  molf  jhd?nef)dlf  di^luded- 
h^  our  Saviour^  thej  Itft  the  Religion  of 
their  Ancesiors ,  and  altered  both  their 
IsJxrne^  and  tbt'ir  Courfe  of  Life^ 

But  he  don't  confidei ,  that  the  "jewSy 
who  bcl;evM  in  our  Blcjjed  Sxviour  ,.. 
did  nor  tataily  renounce  the  Law  of 
their  luftiy-admir'd  Progenitors,  and 
Fore-Hathers:'  but  liv.'d  m  the  Obfer- 
vanc€  of  it,  deriving-their  Appellation^' 
from  a  Word,  thatdcnotes  the  Poverty 
.   ef  the  meer  Letter  of  the  Law. 

For 
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For  Ebion  in  the  Hebrew  Languagre, 
fignifies    Poor  ,    and     the     convened     • 
Jews^    were'  callM   by    the    Name   of 
Ehionites,     And   St.  P^ter  himfelFj    for 
a  confiderabe  Time,  oblervM  the  Trn?- 
ilh  Rites  ,    that  are  prefcribM  by   the 
X-aw   of   Moles  5    as    not    having    yet 
learned,  ev'n  from  our  BlejTed  Savjout^ 
to  afcend,  as  it  were,  from  their  hte* 
ral  to   their  fpiritual  Meanings  as  we 
have  the  Matter  related  to  us^  in  the 
jicfs  of  the  JpoHlef,      On  the  AlorroWy 
as  they  went  on  their  journey  ^  and  drew  ^^^  ^.^ 
9jigh  unto  the  City^    Peter  ivent  up  upon      ^^f* 
the  Haufe-Top  to  pr^^Jy    about   the  fiocth  . 
Hour,     And  he  became  very  hungry^  and 
wou^d  have   eaten  ;    but  while  they  made 
rfady^  he  fell  into  a  Trance^  and  faw  He a^ 
*ven   open' d J  and  a  certain  Vejjel  d.ej'cend" 
ing  unto   him  ,    a^s  it  had  been   a  great 
Sheet^  knit  at  the  four  CornerSy  and  let 
down  to  the  Earth  ;  wherein  were  all  Man^ 
ner  of  Eour-footed   Beafls  of  the  Earth , 
and  Wtld  Beafls^    and  Creeping  Things y 
and   Fowl  of  the  Air,      And  there  camQ 
a  Voice  to  himj  rife  Peter ,  kill^  and  eat. 
But  Peter  faid^  not  fo  Lord,  for  I  have 
never  eaten  any  Thino^^  that  is  common  or 
unclean.       And   the    Voice  fp^ke   to  him 
again  the  fecond  Time  ,    what    God    Ixas 
sUans°'dj  that  c^ll  thou  not  common. 

V  3  You, 
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You  fee  here,  that  St.  Peter  him- 
felf,  that  Eminent  Apoftle,  is  reprc- 
fented  to  us,  as  retaiaing  tht  Jeivifi 
Diftinclion,  between  C/^^/?,  and  Unclean 
Meats  \  and  'tis  plain,  from  what  fol- 
lows in  the  Hiftory,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  Vifion  couM  engage  hirn,  to 
j^reach  the  Doctrine  of  Faith  ia  Chrift 
to  Cornelim^  who  was  not  dcfcended 
frorn  thie  Ifiaelites^  ^nd  to  his  Friends 
that  attended  him.  For  he  being  a 
"Jewj  and  obferving  the  Traditions  of 
the  y^'^^{/S  Church,  had  a  contempti- 
ble Is!  prion  of  the  Gemiles, 

And  the  Apoftle  Paul^  in  theEpiftle 

to  the  Gddtiansj  acquaints  us^  that  Sr, 

Veter^  for  Fear  of  difpleafing  the  Jews^ 

l"efus'd  to  eat  with  tnp  Gentiles,     For 

before  th&t  certain  came  from  James,  he 

did  eat  with  ^/^^  Gentiles  ;  but  when  they 

f3a!.  ii.    were  come  he  withdrew j  and  feparated  him- 

y.  \^'felf^  fearing  them  which  were  of  the  Cir- 

cumcijion^     And  the  other  Jews  diffembPd 

likewife  with  him^  infomuch  that  Barnabas 

(ilfo  was  carr'fd  away  with  their  Difjimu^ 

iation.     -A  nd  it  was  not,  I  think,  wholly 

incong^-uous,  that  they  fliouM  comply 

10  fame  meafare^  with  the  Jewijh  Rites^ 

who  w^re  entrufted  with  the  Apoftle* 

ihip  pf  the  CircUmcifioa  :    For  they, 

v/ho  fteaiM  to  be.  Pillars,  gave  Faul^ 

<and  Barnafas^  the  right  Hand  of  Fel- 

|o"f/flii|)3  tliG  fori^ie,;:  l^erfoiis.difefting 
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their  Courfe  to  the  Circumcifion.  But 
need  I  fay  ,   that  they  who  preachM 
to  the  Jews  withdrew,    and  feparated 
themfelves  from  the  Gentiles^  when  ths 
Apoftle  Paul  himfelf  became  ^  Jew  to 
the  Jews^  that  he  might  win  upon  'em. 
We  read  therefore,  in  the  AUs  of  the 
Jpopies^    that  he  offerM    an  Oblation 
upon  the  Altar,  to  fhew  that  he  hadn^t 
altogether  renouncM  the  Jewijh  Law, 
in  which  he  had  been  educated,  and  of 
which  he  was  once  fo  pallionate  an 
Admirer. 

■  Had  Celfu^  known  all  this^  he  wouM 
never  have  introducM  a  Jew^  addref^ 
fing  himfelf  to  thofe,  who  were  con- 
verted from  Juiaijm  to  the  Chriftian 
Faith,  in  the  following  Manner.  What 
is  the  Matter^ '  fays  he,  my  dearly  beloved 
Country-men  J  that  you  have  on  a  fudden 
renotmc^d  the  Religion  of  your  Fathers  , 
and  Anceflors^  and  jujfer'^d  your  [elves  to 
be  fo  fljamefully  deluded  by  your  pretended 
Saviour^  as  to  be  frevaiPd  with  to  alte^ 
pur  Name^  and  Co.ttrfe  of  Life^ 


Chap, 
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HAP.         IL 


U  T  becaufe  I  have  already  mcn« 

tionM  St.  Peter^  and  the  'reft  of 

tiioie,  who  preachM  the  Doftrine  of 
Faith  in  Chrift,  to  the  'Circumcifion, 
I  think,  it  m^y  not  be  improper,  to 
quote  a  Paffag^  of  our  Saviour's  in  St. 
'^oh/'Ps  Gofpel,  and  a  Uttle  to  explaiq 
Jphnxvi.lt;  /  have  fays  he,  many  Things ^  yet 
Vo^2,f3.^^  r^y   ^^^0  yg^^^    y^^  ^^  c^///-    bear  ^em 

now.    But  when  he  (  the  Spirit  of  Truth  ) 

is  come^  he  will  guide  jou  into  all  Truth j 

for  he  Jhal!  not /peak  of  hirnfilf,  but  what- 

[Qever  he  Jhall  hear^    that  Jha/l  he  [peak. 

Now  I  ask    CelUis'^s   Jewj    v/hat  were 

thefe  Things,  that  our  Saviour  had  to 

fay  to  his  Difcipies,  which,  under  theif 

prefent  Circumitances,  they   were   not 

in  a  Capa^city  to  reUfh  ^  Was  not  this 

his  Defire,  viz,,  to  inflruft  "^em,  fiace 

they  were  Jews^  and  by  Confequence, 

acquainted  with  the  Letter  of  the  Mo- 

faick  Law,  r  fay,   to-  inftruft  'em,  in 

the  tfUe-Sence  of  the  Law,  wliich  the 

;4  ypes;-  and  Ceremonit^,  under  the  Le^ 

gal  BifbenfatioHj-did   but  imperfeaiy 

:   ^  ^      ]  ^.-.  . 'reprefont 
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reprefent,  and  to  give  'em  a  new  Light 
into  thole  good  Things  to  come,  oF 
which,  the  various  Rices  concerning 
pure^  and  impure  Meats^  and  Drinks^  con- 
cerning F^JHvds^  New-Moons^  and  Sa.b-- 
hdths^  were  all  but  obfcure,  and  ia 
themfelves,  very  mean,  and  contemp«' 
tible  Shadows?' 

Thefe,'  without    Doubt,    were    the 
Things ,    which    their    Jileiied    Lord  ., 
wouM    have    communicated     to  /em. 
But  knowing  very  well,  how  difficult 
a  ThincT  it  is,  to  difeno[as;e   the  Mind, 
from  thofe  Notions,  which  I  had    aU 
-moil:  faid,    were   of  as    early  a   Date, 
as    its    own    Original,    and    are  daiiv 
more  deeply  rooted,  in  our  very  Nature, 
by  the  ftrong  Prejudices  oF  our  Birth* 
and  Education,  and    efpecially,    when 
one    looks    upon    'em,   as   having  the  ■ 
Awtul  Stamp  of  a  Divine    Authority  , 
and  by  ConfequencCj  as  being  too  im- 
portant, and  too  true,    to  be  call'd  iu 
Qiieltipn,    or    but    flightly    regarded; 
knowing,  Lfay,  and  confidering,  how 
difficult   a    Thing    it    is,    to  convince 
Ferions,  under  fuch  unhappy  Circum- 
ftances,  and     to    perfwade    ^em^    that 
the    Ceremonial   Lav/    v/as    Lofs,  and 
Dung,    in    Comparifon    of  the     True    . 
Reiigicn,'  he  prudently    waited  for    a 
more    convenient    Time,   and    dufer'd 
tis    Diicoarle^    'till   atter    his    Bloody 
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Death,  and  triumphant  Refurreclian. 

And  indeed,  if  he  had  talkM  to  them, 
of  Things,  that  exceeded  the  founds-, 
of  their  preient,  and  narrow  Capacity, 
he  might  have  IhockM  their  Faith  in 
him,  as  the  60iV  of  the  LV/ING  GOD. 
And  I  leave  any  one  to  judge, 
whetlier  this  be  not  the  moil:  natural 
Sence  of  the  following  Words ;  /  have 
■^ohn  xvi.J^^  many  Things  to  fay  unto  yoti^  but  ye 

^»i^i^  curPt  hear  "^em  now.  For  there  were 
feveral  Explications  to  be  giv'n  of  the 
Law,  with  RefpeQ:  to  its  Spiritual 
Meaning,  which  ev^n  our  Saviour^s 
pifciplcs  at  that  Time  were  not  duely 
diiposM  to  hear,  becaufe  they  had  beqn 
born,  .and  bred  among  the  ^jews^  and 
iince  their  Religion,  confifted  very 
much  of  thole  Things,  which  were 
Types,  and  Sh.adows  of  the  Gofpel-Dif- 
penfation,  Fm  inclined  to  think,  that 
^tis  upon  that  Account,  that  our  Sa- 
viour makes  Ufa  of  the  followingWords, 

V.  i:;.  When  the  Sfint  of  Truth  u  come^  he  wilt 
ouide  you  into  all  Truth^  as  it  he  had 
laid,  he-  fhall  lead  you  into  the  true, 
and  full  Since  of  thofe  Things,  'viz. 
Types,  and  Figures,  which  you  w^ere 
conver&nc  v/ith  ,  and  whereby  you 
imagiaM,  you  paid  God,  the  tru<;^  Wor- 
fli^p^,  which  was  ,  due  to  >him,  an4 
rec]uu'M  by  him. 

'     And    the    fore-mentioa'd  Promifc,^ 
.  ^    ■        '         '  which 
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which  our    Saviour   made  to  i..^    : 
ciples,  was  abundantly  fulniPd  to     . 
Apoftle  Peter^  when  ihe  Spirit  ^*'.    . 
fhew'd  him    in    a  Vifioa^  ail  Sort 
Animals,  Birds,  and  Four-footed  Beait:^ 
and  creeping  Things^  and  laid  to  hia:, 
Rifej  Peter,  kill^  cf/d  eat.    And  iadeed. 
at  that  Junfture  of  Time,  he  wa     f 
fond  of  his    former  Religion^  tl:. 
returnM  this  Anfwer,  ev'a  tc  th : 
which  he  heard  from  He^/  •:i.y 
Lor^^  for  I  have  never  ecLten  n/n 
thitt  is  common^  or  tin  clean.  But  e 
his  Underilaading  was  eniir . 
appears    from    the    following     v 
WhcLt  God  has  cle^ns^d  Citll  not "  ;>;;  . 
moi^. 

'    And    after    that  Inltruft.ve       .   : 
the  Spirit  of  Trath^  leading 
to   all   Truth,   acquainted    hirn        .  : 
thole  Things,  which  he  cou'd n'c  'hc%^ 
while    our  Saviour    was  preient  wl-l 
him  in  the  Flefh.      But    I  Ihail  hai-o 
•Occafion  hereafter,    to   fpeak  of  th'ol> 
who  adhere,  to  the  iitteral  Seace  <. : 
the  Mo  fate  k  Law.  ■,    ' 


I€  A  P- 
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Chap.     IIL 


Y  Bufinefs  at  prefent  is  to  fliew, 
that  O/fo  betrays  his  wretched 
Ignorance,  in  reprefenting  a  Jew^  ad- 
dreifing  himfelf  to  thofe  of  his  Na- 
tive Country,  who  were  converted  to 
the  Chriftian  Faith,  in  the  following 
Words,  What'^s  the  Matter^  my  dearly 
beloved  Country -men  ^  that  you  have  re^ 
nounc^d  the  Law  of  your  Fathers  ? 

For  how  can  they  be  faid  to  re- 
nounce the  Law  of  their  Fathers,  who 
feverely  blame  Ferfons  for  not  adhe- 
Gal.  iv*.  ^'^^S  ^0  i^'  Tell  me^  fays  the  Apoftle, 
V.  21.  J^  that  dejire  to  be  tinder  the  LaWy  do  ye 
not  hear,  the  Law  ?  For  "^tis  written^  that 
Abraham  had  two  SonSy  and  fo  on  to 
thole  Words,  Which  Things  are  m  Jl- 
leqory,  , 

And  how  can  they  be  faid,  to  re- 
nounce the  Law  of  their  Fathers,  whq 
are  continually  making  mention  of  it, 
as  if  they  were  proud,  of  fliewin^  the 
honourable  Regard,  which  they  ftill 
Co  '  P^y  ^^  ^^'  ^^^  argue  after  the^'follow- 
"  V?'s^.^*^ng  Manner,    Say  I  thefe  Things  as  a. 

Man^ 
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or  fays  not  the  Law  the  fame  alfo  f  For  "^tis 
written  in  the  haw  of  Mofes,  thou  fljdh 
not  muzzle  the  Month  of  the  Oxj  that 
treads  out  the-  Corn,  Dd^s  God  take  Care 
for  Oxen  f  Or^  fays  he  it  altogether  for 
our  fakes  f  For  our  fakes y  no  doubt ^  this 
is  written. 

And   how  confusM  is  Celfm^s   Dif- 
courfe,  and  how  do's  it  want,  ev'n  a 
plaufible  Appearance,  to  recommend  it 
to  the  World,  when  he  talks  after  the 
following  Manner.     Some  of  you y   fays 
he,  have  forfalCn  our  Excellent  Religion^ 
under  a  Pretence    of  giving  Allegorical^ 
and    Myflical    Explications   of  the  Law. 
Others  of  you    are  great  Admirers  of  a. 
fpiritual  Sence^  as  you  are  -pleas'^ d  to  term 
it^  and  yet  are  diligent  Obfervers  of  thofe 
outward  Ceremonks^    which  make  fo  confi'- 
derahle  a  Part  of  the  Keligion  which  we 
embrace.     There  remain  Jome  others^  who 
adhere  to  the  literal  Sence   of  Scripture^ 
thwking^that  Abundance  of  fpiritual  Mat-^ 
fer  is  wrapt  upy  in   the  very  Letter  of  the 
LaWy    and  profefs^    that   Jefus  oj  Naza* 
reth  was  the  Perfon^  who  was  foretold  bjr 
pfje    Jewifh    Prophets ,    and  at  the  fimiL^'. 
Time^  obferve  the  Precepts  of  Mofes,  and 
she  Traditions  of  their  Ancefiors, 

But  how  cou\l  it  be  expected,  that 
Celfm'^s  Jew ,  fhou'd  give  us  a  trus, 
and  clear  Account  Gf-JV4atters  of  this 
Nature,  fince  in  the  Sequel  of  his  Dii- 

courie, 
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courfe,  he  mentions  feveral  very  great, 
and  notorious  Herefies.  And  there  were 
fome  Jervsy  who  turnM  their  Backs^  as 
he  fays,  upon  the  Creator  of  the  Uni- 
verfe,  and  didn^t  know,  that  the  be- 
lieving Ifraelites  did  live,  in  the  ftri£t 
Obfervance  of  the  Law  of  their  Fa- 
thers. 

For  his  Defign  Was  not,  to  a3:  the 
Part  of  an  impartial  ^Enquirer  into 
Truth  ,  who  readily  fubmits  to  the 
Evidence,  which  it  carries  with  it , 
but  to  vent  his  Malice,  ai^d  right,  or 
,  wrong,  to  make  a  Vigorous  Oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  as 
he  vainly  thought,  to  ekpofe  it  to  the 
higheft  Contempt  imaginable. 


Chap.     IV. 


'HE  jew  continues  his  Difcourfe, 
„_  ""Twa^  hut  father  Day^  fays  he, 
that  Tve  fever elj  punifh'^d  the  Perfon^  rvho 
led  you  afide  ,  like  n  Company  of  fiuj 
Sheep ,  and  by  Confeqiience^  "^trpas  very 
hteljj  and  on  a  fudden^  that  yoti  renounced 
the  Law  of  your  Fathers. 

But 
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^ 


But  to  this  I  have  already  return'd 
a  fufficient  Anfwer.     Whan  he  adds^ 
I   confefs,    carries    with    it  ,a    much 
greater  Force,  With  what  Face.^  fays  he, 
er  Colour  of  Reajon^  can  you   dejjjije  tBoje 
Sacred   Rites^  rvhich  not  lo7Jg    agoe  ,  you- 
held   in  ^ery  great  EJleemj  arid  efpecially^ 
vohen  the  Law  t^fMofes^  is  the  fotindation--, 
on  rvhich^  the   Doctrine  of  your  Jefus  is 
built ^  as  you  your  [elves  acknowledge  ? 
That  theChriftian  Rehgion,  is  found- 
ed on  the   ^ewifh  Law,  and   Prophets, 
as  well  as  upon  Chrifi^  and  his  Apoftles, 
is,  what,  I  readily    confefs.     But   we 
niuft  alfo  confider,  that  they  naturally 
lead  us  to  the    Miflery^  which    wa^  hid  „  ,    ... 
jrom   Ages^    but    ts  now  rnaas    mamjejty     y.  p, 
l?y  the  Affearance  of  our  BlelTed    Sa- 
viour. 

And  we  don^t  defpife  the  Law,  be- 
caufe  we  have  a  clearer  Revelation  ;  but 
inftead  of  that,  have  the  greater  Ve« 
nerationfor  it,  and  endeavour  tofliew, 
what  Depths  of  Divine  Wifdom  there 
are,  ev'n  in   the  Legal  Difpenfation , 
which  the  ^ews  themlelves  know  little, 
or  nothing  of.     And  why  fliouM  we 
think  it  ftrange,  that  the  Gofpel  fliouM 
be  founded  on  the  Law  of  Mofes^  when 
our  Saviour  fpeaking  to  thofe,  that  re- 
fused to  believe  in  hun,  has  the  follow- 
ing ^VordS;^   Had  ye  bdiev\i  Mofes,  j^  j^i^j^  ^, 
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John.  V.  xvou'^d  have    believed  me^  for  he  wrote'  of 

'  ^  '  me  \  hut  if  ye   believe  not  his  Writir/gSj 

how  Jbdll  ^e   believe   niy   Words  ?     And 

the  Evangelill  St.  Mark  begins  his  Gof- 

pel  "thus,  The  Beginnin^^  of  the  Gofpel  of 

Mark  i.  J^j^  Chrijl^  the  Son  of  Godj  as  "^tis  jvrit^ 
V.  I.  ten  in  the  Prophet Sy  Behold^  I  fend  thy 
Mejfenger  before  thy  Face^  which  fisll pre- 
pare thy  Way  before  thee  ;  intimating  to 
US,  that  the  Gofpel  is  founded  on  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Tejiammt  it  felf. 
I  can^'t  conceive  therefore,  what  Celf^'*s 
yew  propofes  to  himfelf,  when  he  fays, 
Jf  any  Perfon  has  foretoUy  that  the  Son 
of  Gody  HP  as  to  come  into  the  World^  he 
was  one  of  our  own  Prophets^  and  injpir'*d 
by  that  Gody  in  whom  we  believe.   • 

And  I  wou'd  fain  know  ,  how  it 
tends,  in  the  leaft,  to  the  Prejudice  of 
the  Chriftian  Refigion,  that  fohn  the 
Baptifly  who  was  the  Fore-runner  of 
our  Sataour,  was  a  Jew,  For  it  don't 
follov/,  that  becaufe  he  was  fo,  there- 
fore all  who  embrace  the  ChriiHan  Re-* 
ligion,  whether  Jews^  or  Gentiles^  muft 
<ftbferve  the  Letter  of  the  Jewijh  Law, 


Chap< 
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Chap.     V. 


'HEN  the  pretended  Jew  tells  u^^ 

That  our  So^viour  xva^  fumfh^d  hy 

hu  own  Country-menj  according  to  the  De- 
merit  of  his  horrid  Crimes.  But  I  tfiinkp 
I  have  faid  enough  already^  in  An- 
fwer  to  fo  pityful  a  Cavil^  and  ihereforey 
fliaVt  do  him  the  Honoiir,  to  imi- 
tate him,  in  his  frequent^  and  neediefs 
Repetitions. 

Then    he   laughs  ^t  the  DoPcrin^ 
of  the  Refurreftion,  and  of  a  Future 
Tudgment ,   at  ivhich   the   Rio;hteou^ 
will  be   rewarded,   and    the  Y/icked 
punifh'd;— I   fay,    he  laughs  at  itj, '  ai 
being,  in  his  Opinion,  moll  highly  ridi- 
culous.  And  he  fays,  That  the  Chriftians 
fay  nothings  ev^n  on  thefe  ini^crtant  Sub^ 
jects^  as  they  are  fleas'^d  to  call  "^er/^^  but 
what   wa4  faid  long  before-^  im:2gining-^ 
that  this  is  an  effeftual  Argument,  ta 
overthrow  the  whole  Superikudur©  of 
Ghriilianity. 


/ 


Tc? 
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To  this  I  anfwer,    that  our  Blelled 
Saviour,  perceiving  how  little  Confor- 
mity   there   u^as,   between   the  Lives 
of  the  Jeivs^    and   the  Doctrines,  ev'n 
of   their    own    Celebrated     Prophets, 
thought  fit  to  teach  'em,  by  Parables, 
"^^y' ""^  ^^*^^  ^^^    I'O^gdom     of    God'  fijou'^d   be 
'^  tak'^n  from  '^em^  mdgiiPn  to  the  Gentiles. 
And   we   fee    this  Prophecy,   moft 
evidently,  and  remarkably  fulfilPd,  in 
the  Age,  in  which  we  Uve.     For  the 
prefent  ^^ews^  not  enjoying  the  Benefit, 
of  that  fupernatural  Light,    which  is 
Irghly  necelTary,  to  the  right  Under- 
ftanding  of  the  Scriptures,  abound,  to 
their  great  Shame,  with   extravagant,- 
and  innumerable  Fancies :  Whereas  the 
Ghriftians   are  happily  led,    into    the 
Spiritual    Knowledge  of  the   Truth  5 
which  alone  is   able,  at  once,  to   en- 
lighten, and    elevate    the   Mind,   and 
don't    live   after  the   Manner    of  the 
^ews^  as  Members,  of  an  Earthly  Re- 
publick,  but  like  worthy,   and  honpu- 
rable  Citizens  of  that  Heavenly  ^erti- 
idem^  of  which    their   Pompous  VVor- 
ihip,  and  external  Gmndeur,  is  a  very 
imperfed  Emblem. 

This  is  evident,  in  as  much  as  they 
penetrate,  into  the  deep  Myfteries  of 
the  Law,  and  are  able,  to  give  a  ra- 
tional, and  intelligible  ExpTicatioa  of 
^eai,  to  any  Pcrfbns^  who  may  modeli- 
ly  dcilr^  it^.  And 
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And  fuppofe  I  flioa'd  grant,  thit 
Our  Saviour  himfelf  went  fo  far,  as 
to  obfervc  the  various  Cerenioaies, 
relating  to  the  Jewijh  Sacrifices,  thi^ 
I  think,  vi^ouM  be  no  folid  Argument, 
againll  our  believing^  that  he  was 
the  SON  of   GOD. 

He  is  the  SON  of  that  ADO-  . 
RABLE  MAJESTr,  who  gavd 
the  Law,  and  from  whom  the  Fro* 
phets  did  receive  their  CommifTion^ 
and  we,  who  are  Chriftians,  and  Mem- 
bers of  Jihe  True  Catbolick  Churchy  AqvlI 
wilfully  tranfgrefs  the  Law,  but  re^ 
jefting  the  Fables  of  the  Jews^  emploif 
5ur  Time,  and  Strength,  in  fearching 
into  the  Spiritual,  and  Myftical  ScncCj 
Avhich  w^e  think,  the  Law^  and  th^^ 
prophets  do  admit  of.  For  'tis  plains 
that  they  themfelves  woiiMn^c  have 
us  refl,  in  the  litteral,  and  mofi  ob= 
tious  Sence  of  the  Words,  that  ar© 
made  ufe  of,  in  the  important  Mefi 
fageSj  they  deliver,  fix^m  Time  to 
Time ,  fince  'tis  their  common  Prac- 
tice, to  uffier  in  their  Prophecies,  wuh 
fome  fuch  IntroduiSioii  as  this,  1  rvsii 
vpm  my  Mouth  m  d  P Arable :  I  will 
utter  dark  Sajihtgs  of  Old  ;=  and  wherl  ' 
they  fpeak  of  the  Commands  of  ihc  Lu  w 
as  being  obfcure,  and  impalTifale  ca  bs 
rightly  underfl:ood,without  D'.vine  AfQ- 
fsance  3  ths^y  put  up  this  earneit  Feti- 

^  ^  tiun 
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tioii  to  Alnpiighty  God,  O^en  thou  mine 
E;eSj  that  I  nmy  'behold  wondrom  Things^ 


G  H  A  P.       VI. 


ND  by   the  Way,    fince  I   aiti 

fpeaking  of  the  Manner  of  Ex- 

preiiion,  which  the  Prophets  iisM,  I 
may  fafdy  challenge  any  Perfon,  to 
inftance  in  any  Words,  ot  our  BlelTed 
Saviouivthat  were  vain,  or  ev'n  feeniM 
to  have  the  ieaft  Tinfture  of  Pride, 
and  Oftentatioa.  And  how  can  he  be 
accus'd  of  Haughtinefs,  and  Arrogance, 
who  had  abundant  Reafon,  to  ufe 
the  following  Words,  Lecirn  of  me^  for 
I  am  meek^  and  lowly  of  Hearty  and  ye 
>lit.  xi.  Jjj^^ii  pj,d  Reft  to  JO  fir  Souls  ^ 

'  ^^'      He,  I  fay,'  who  after  lie  had  fuppM 
w^ith  his  Difciples,  laid  afide  his  Gar- 
ments, and  took  a  Towel,  aad  girded 
hiinielfp  and  pourM  Water  into  a  Ba- 
fon^  and   wallfd   their  Peer,    and    re- 
,  provM  one    of  the    Company,    who 
wouMn'c  fuffer  him  to  do  it,  and  faid, 
jQhnyiin.]f  I  ;vdpj    thee   not^  thou  haft    no    Part 
^  *  ^'  nnth  me.     He  who  faid   to  kis  I>ifci- 

*     pies, 
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^\qs^  I  am  among  you ^  as  he  that    f}rves  :^^'^'^^'^''^' 
To  proceed,  let  any   one  fliew,  if  lie       '  ^  ^ 
can,  that   our  Saviour    did   ever   ad- 
vaiicc   any    fingle  Pofition,  that    was 
falfe,  and  let  hun  explain  the  Nature 
of  a  great,    or  fmall    Untruth,   if  his 
Inclination  prompts  him,  to  prove  him 
a  notoriQus  Liar,  tho'  to  fpcak  proper- 
ly, I  think,  there  are   no  Degrees   of 
Falfe-hood,  and  on  the  contrary,    any 
truf  Propoiition  is  as   much  a  Truth, 
as  the  moft  important  Article  of  tl].^ 
Chriftian  Faith.      But    why  fliou'd  I 
talk  as  I  do  ?   I^et  any  one,  and  par- 
ticularly,   the    pretended    Jew  whom 
Ceifff^  perfonatcs,   make    it   appear  to 
the  Worldj  by  lolid  Reafon,  if  he  can, 
that:   our    Bleir(^.d    Saviour    was    ever 
guilty  of  the  leaft  Impiety. 

Was  it    a    Crime,    to    abolifh    tht 
Circumcifion  of  the  Fleih,  the    CereT 
monial  Diftinftion  of  Meats,  and    the 
carnal   Obfervance    of   Feaits,  New- 
Moons,  and  Sabbaths,  that  his  fincere 
Foilowers    might    have    their   Minds 
gradually  raised,  to  the  ipiritual,  and 
full  Sence   of  the  Law,    which  alone 
is  worthy  of  the   Infinite  Purity,  and 
great  Defign  of  the  Supream  A4ajef!:y,' 
who  g^e    it,  tho'  '^tisah  in  the  leaft 
incongruous,  that  a  Minifter,  and.,  ev'a 
an  Apoftle,  fhou'd  IHU  be  a  Jew    to 
the  Jeivsy  ihut  he  might  gam  the  Jews 
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hwg  under  the  Larv^  as  it  were,  to  gain 
shem  TV  ho  iv>cre   undet  the    Law  f 


C  H  A  By      VII. 


THE  Ji}v  adds,  that  Abundance  of 
Per  fins  ^  he  fides  our  Saviour^  have  led 
fuel)  afide,  as  tamely  fuffer  tf^em/elves  t(^ 
be  deceiv'*dy  and  are  ev^n  fond  oj;  De- 
lufion, 

I  anfwer,  let  him  inftance  In  any- 
one Perfon,  if  he  can,  who  ever  gave 
ftich  ufeful  Precepts  to  the  World5 
as  our  Bleffed  Saviour  has  left  upon 
Record,  and  taught  'em  a  Doftrine, 
which  had  as  great  a  Virtue,  to  reform 
the  Manners  of  Men,  as  that  which 
accompanyM  the  fuccefsful  Preaching 
of  the  Gpfpel. 

'J'hen  he  fays,  the  Chriftians //^^ 
fj,ult  mth  the  Jews,  for  not  believing^ 
that  Chrijl  x^as   God, 

But  this  I  have  already  anfwefd, 
and'  fhew'd,  la  what  Refpefts,  we 
6v/n  dur  Saviour  to  be  GOD^  and  in 
wiTq.t  Sence^    we   believe   he'**\vas  a 


A  tj 
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Chap.     VIIL 


CELSV-S'^s  jepj  adds  the  foUoy/ing 
Words,  1^0:1"  c^n  any  one  imagtnt'^ 
that  ive^  who  all  along  dxclar^dto  the  WorU^ 
that  God  rvou'^d  fend  a  Perfon^  to  punipj 
the  dtfobedient^  and  rehelliom^  fhotid  tresit 
him  Jo  brifely^ivhen  he  c&me^  in  Comfit  mce 
mth  the  Wilt  of  God^  and  to  atjcompiijh 
fuch  gre^t  Dejigns,  But 'tis  hardly  worth 
my  while,  to  return  an  Anlwer,  to 
lb  ridiculous  a  Queftion. 

For  'tis  juft  as  if  a  Perfon  ftiouM 
fay,  how  is  it  poffible,  that  I,  who 
always  preach'd  up  the  Doclrine  of 
Temperance,  iliou'd  be  guilty  of  De- 
bauchery, or,  that  I,  v/ho  in  Dif- 
jcourfe,  did  always  vindicate  the  in- 
jurM  Rights  of  Juftice,  iChouM  ever 
be  guilty,  of  violating  its  Sacred  Rules  ^ 
And  as  nothing  is  more  common, 
than  for  Perfons  to  talk,  in  the  Praife 
of  Virtue,  and  yet  be  openly  guilty, 
of  the  moft  fcandalous  Vices :  So  the 
"Jews^  who  make  the  Prophetick  Oracle^ 
the  Matter  of  their  continual  Boaft, 
do  yet  fhut  their  Eyes.,  againft  the 
0,4  glorious 
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glorious  Light,  of  thofe  Scripcure- 
Vrophecies,  which  are  evideatly  ac- 
Complifli'd,  in  tlie  Perfon  of  our  Blef- 
ied  Saviour.  And  if  I  may  afcribe 
jheir  BlindaefSj  to  fome  other  Caufe,^ 
befides  the  wretched  Degeneracy  of 
Humane  Nature,  which  they  plainly 
difcoverM,  I  may  fafely  fay,  that 
Hwas  direclly  foretold,  Sy  the  very 
Prophets  they  fo  much   admire. 

For  Ifaiak  lays  expreOy,  Hear  ye  in-- 
deed  hut  mderH  arid  not^  and  fee  ye  indeed^ 
hut  perceive  ?20t^  make  the  Heart  of  this 
Veofle  fat.    Now  let  any  Perfon   ac- 
quaint me,  what  it  is,   that  the  Pro- 
phet   intends,  by   thefe,  and  the  like 
Expreffions.     'Tis  plain,  they  faw  our 
Saviour,,  but  wilfully  fliut  their  Eyes, 
againlt  the  piercing  Ravs  of  the  ^VN 
of  RIGHTEOVSNESS,  ^and  heard  him 
difcourfe  to  ^em,    but    cou'dn't  com- 
prehend, that  his  humane  Nature  was 
the  living  Temple  of  the  Deity,  wdiich 
was  goiiig  to   forfake    their    Nation, 
and    to  engage    all   its    infinite  Per- 
fections, in  the  belief  of  the  believing 
Gentiles.  ■  '       ' 

And  'tis  Matter  of  Fafl:,  and  a 
Thing  very  RemarJvabie,  that  fince  the 
Incarnation  of  our  Bleffed  Saviour,  the 
•  ^en>s  have  been  left  by  God,  and  that 
the  Bekut}^  and  Gloi'y  of  their  F.e° 
ligiOD/ i<^^  in  4'  Manner,  fcntirely  de- 
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facM  and  loft,  infomuch  that  there 
is  fcarce  one  Sign  of  the  Divine  Pre- 
fence  among  ^em  ,  except  the  fevere 
judgments,  which  do  To  juffly  befall 
their  Nation. 

'  They  have  neither  Prophets,  iior  Mi- 
racles, to  atteft  the  Truth  .of  their  Re- 
ligion, whereas  the. Chriftians,  evM  at 
this  Diftance'  of  Time,  have  a  Power 
of  w^orking  Miracles,  conferred  upon 
^em  ,  fome  of  which^  are  not  infe- 
riour  to  thofe,  which  were  \vrou<^hr 
when  our  Saviour  was  on   Earth,      ' 
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'  T^  H  E  N  Celfrn'^s  Jem  breaks  out  inb 
X  the  following  Expreffion,  How  c^m 
my  om  imagine^  tha,t  wejjjoud  tredt  aPer-^ 
[on  fo  tll^  thit  was  foretold  by  our  o^m 
Prophets,  unlefs  we  hcii  ^  MinA  to  e^rhmce 
pur  Crime^.md  fo  to  aggravate  our  moji 
deferved  Funifrment  ? 

To  this,  i  anfvver,  that  at  the  final 
Judgment  (  which  is  one  of  the  Ar- 
ticles oi  the  Chrifiim  Faith )  tlie  Jem 
>viri  be  punifii'd,  in  a  more  dreadful 
Manner,  than  the  rcll  of^the  World, 

not 
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not  only  for  rejefting  the  Meffiah, 
which  was  a  horrid  Crime,  but  al(b 
for  their  barbarous,  and  alrnoft  un- 
accountable Carriage,  towards  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

Nay,  ev'n  at  this  Day,  (fo  re- 
markably dO'S  the  Vengeance  of  God 
pupfue  'em ! )  they  are  the  moft  mi- 
ierable  People,  upon  the  Face  of  the 
whole  habitable  World.  For  what 
Nation  is  there,  befides  that  of  the 
^eivsj  that  is  banifli'd,  from  their  Me- 
tropolis, and  deny'd  the  Liberty,  of 
ferving  God,  according  to  the  Reli- 
gion of  their  Fathers,  and  Anceftors^ 
in  their  Native  Soil  ?  Thefe  are  fome 
of  thofe  grievous  Calamities,  to  which, 
their  own  Crimes  exposed  ^em  (For 
no  Hiftory  can  parallel  their  Villanies  ) 
and  efpscially  thofe  horrid  Barbarities, 
which  they  exercisM,  towards  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  who  came  into  the  World^ 
to  fave  'em^^  from  Sin>  and  HelL 


Ch  A  P^ 
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Chap.      X< 


^  I  "^HE  jT^n?  adds,  Horv  cou'd  tve  look 
^  upon  him  a^s  GOD,  ivho  on  the. 
me  Hcind,^  did  nom  oj  'thcfe  Mighty  Things^ 
which  he  pretended  to  ^jfeci^  and  on  the  o- 
theTj  was  conviBed^  and  condemned  to  a 
fever e  Ptmijhmenty  was  forced  to  abfcond^ 
that  he  might  not  he  taken ^  runnkfgj  like 
a  Vagabond^  front  Place  to  Place^  and 
Jet  was  at  UJl  apprehended  ^  and  he-f 
tray^dj  ev^n  by  one  of  his  moH  eminent 
Followers  ,  vpho  of  all  Perfons  in  the 
World  J  one  wou^d  thinkj  might  have  had 
the  (jrace^  to  efpoufe  his  Mafier'^s  Cauje  ? 
W^i  if  tn  the  le^fi  fuitMe  to  the  Majejty^ 
and  Wifdom  of  a  GOD,  to  flee^  Itke  a 
guilty  Wretch.^  and  to  ftiffer  himftlf  to  be 
apprehended.^  and  forfak'^n  by  his  tnt^pi-ue 
Friends y  who  efteem^d  him  their  Lord.^  and 
Saviour,  THE  SON  OF  GOD,  AND 
THE  TRUE  MESSIAH  f 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  v/e  are  not 
fo  ignorant,  as  to  call  THE  BOOT  o£ 
our  Blejfed  Saviour,  which  was  material, 
iind  leniible,  by  the  VENERABLE 
NAMEd  GOD.  Nay^  we  don't  attri- 
^    -"    '•   ■■'■        •"-■    ^     \  '    '  ~    '  ■   ■    bute 
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bute  fo  much  as  this,  ev'n  to  the  holy 
and  fj^odefs  Soul  oiJESVS,  with 
refpecl  to  which,  he  ufes  the  follow- 
ing \yords,  M}' Soul  is  exceedi/^g  Jbrrow- 

^^^'^y'^^VP^^y  £"z^V;  f/^to  Death,  When  we  meet 
'  ^  'with  iach  Words  as  thefe,  in  the  Wri- 

Jer.xxxii  tings  ^"^  ^'^^  PfOphets,  Behold  I  a??^  the 
V.  ij.l^ord^  the  God  of  all  flejjji  Or,  Thofe 

]fci.  xliii.  Wortis,  Before  me  there  w^j  no  God 
^ '  ^^'fomPd^  neither  floali  there  he  after  me  ; 
the  "Jews  acknowledge,  that  'tis  the 
great  God  himfelf  that  fpeaks,  but  he 
liialvcs  U  le  of  the  Prophets,  a$  Inf|:ru- 
meats,  to  communicate  his  Will  to 
Men,  and  i\\z  Greeks  confefs,  that 'tis 
a  God,  that  fpeaks  the  following  WordSj 
by  the  Mouth  of  the  Pjthim  Pneuefs^ 

Herod.    Jem  the  numerous  Sa^d/with  Eafe recount ^.^ 
Fathom  the  Sea^  and  tmderjland  a  Mtite. 

After  the  fame  Manner,  we  fay,  that 

it  was  GOD,  the  ETERNAL  WORD, 

the    SON  of  the    EI^ER^ELESSED 

GODy  that  made   Ufe  of  the  humane 

Nature  of  the   HOLT  JESVS,    as  a 

proper  Inftrument,  when  he  fpoke  the 

Johrjxlv.  following  Words,    1  a7?/  the  Way^    the 

^■y.  f^'J'ruth^  and  the  Ltfe,     I  am  the  Door,  I 

•^'^y\t' am  the  Living  Breads    that   came  dorm 

John  \ifrom  Heaven.      And  I  might  inftance 

'^'  ^''  in  many  Qther  E^preffions  to  the  fame 

Effed. 
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We  hlame  the  Jews  therefore,  and 
I  think  not  unjuftly,  for  not  acknow- 
ledging onr  Saviour  to  be  God^  of 
U'hoin  the  Prophets  do  fo  frequently 
produce  their  concurring  Teitimony, 
that  he  is  the  POF/  ER  of  the 
ETERNJL  FATHER. 

'Twas  to  hini  the  Command  of  God 
was  direfted,  which  we  read  of,  in  the. 
Account  that  Mofes  gives  us,of  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  World,  Let  there  he  Light y^^-  ^• 
let  there  be  a  Firmament^  and  the  Uke.       '  ^' 
^Twas  to   him    he    faid,   Let  m  msike^'^^^^'^* 
Many  in  our  Image^   after   our  Likenefs.  ^^^^*  '^^' 
And  the  ETERNAL  WORD  did 
every  Thing,  according  to  the  Com- 
mand of  God. 

And  this  is  not  a  Conjefture,  form'd 
in  our  own  Fancies,  but  we  build  our 
Faith,  in  this  important  Affair,  on  the 
concurring  Teflimony,  of  thofe  very 
Prophets,  who  are  readily  ownM,  and 
extreamly  admir'd  by  the  Jews  them- 
felves.  For  we  are  told  exprefly,  He 
commanded^  and  they  were  created.  Now, 
what  created  Being,  hov/  noble  foever^ 
couM  execute  the  Command  of  the 
ETERNAL  FATHER,  with  Refped 
to  the  Creation  of  the  World,  who, 
but  he,  who  was  the  ETERNAL  and 
LIVLNG  WORD? 


C  H  A  P. 
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B 


Chap.     XI 


ESIDES  'tis  plain,  from  fcveraiPaf- 
_^  fages  in  the  Gofpels,  that  he,  who 
Ipoke  thofe  Words,  by  the  Mouth  of 
the  Bleffed  Jefus^  I  am  the  Way,  the 
Truth^  ard  the  Life ;  was  not  circum- 
fcribM,  within  the  narrow  Limits  o^ 
his  Humane  Nature. 

'John  the   l&aptift  foretelling,  that  iri 

afliort  Time,  the  Son  of  GODfhou'd 

make  his  Appearance  in  the    World, 

/    fpeaks  of  him,  as  a  Perfon,  that  was 

fohii  r.  Omniprefent.    There  fiands    one  among 

y^'^^^V-you^  lays  he,    whom  ye    know    noty    he 

it  is^  xvhoy  coming  after  mty  is  before  m^. 

Now  is  it  probable,  or  cv'n  polTible,- 
he  fhouM  apply  thefe  Words,  to  our 
Saviour's  Body,  or  his  Humane  Soul<* 
And  our  Bl^iied  Lord  himfelf,  raifing 
the  Minds  of  his  Difciples,  to  more 
fublime  Thoughts  of  the  SON  of 
GOD,  makes  ufe  of  the  following  Ex- 
iia.xvliipl's^fion ,  Where  two  or  three  are  ga^ 
V.  2o.ther''d  together  in  my  N^mie^  there  4m 
I  in  the  ?pjdjt  of  '^em. 

There's   another    Promlfe'^    tfe^t    \^ 


^ 
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much  of  the  fame  Import,  which  he 
makes  to  his  Difciples,  Lof  I  am  rvith^^^*  ^8. 
jou  always^  ev*n  to  the  End  of  the  Worlds    ^'  '^^ 
I  hope  the  Reader  will  not  mifunder- 
Hand    me,   as   if   I  faid  any   Thing  y 
that  might  in  the  leaft  interfere,  with 
that   intimate,    and    glorious    Union, 
that  there  is,  between  the  Humanity 
of  the  incarnate  Jefus,  and  the  Mifte- 
rious  Perfoa    of  tie    ETERNAL 
WORD. 

For  if  St.  P^///  teaches  us,  that  i^i.  cor.d^ 
that  is  joyn^A  to  the  Lord  is  one  Sfirit^    V.  17. 
certainly   they    that   underftand    this 
Doftrine,  will  readily  allow,  that  there 
is  a  clofer,  and  more  Divine  Union,  be- 
tween the  WORDy  and  its  aiTumM  Hu- 
manity.   And  our  Blejfed  Saviour  did  a- 
bundantly  difcover,  that  he  was  no  lefs 
than  the  Power  of  God,  by  the   fre- 
quent, and  uncontefted  Miracles^  which 
he  wrought,  ev'n  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Jewsj  tho'  they  profefsM,  to  enter- 
tain a  moft  unaccountable  Notion,  (  I 
can't    imagine,  for  m.y  Part,   that    is 
ihouM  ever  enter  into  any  Man's  Mind) 
that  he  caft  out  Devils,  by  Beelzebuh 
the  Prince  oj  the  Devils ^  and  Celfus^  we 
know,  afcribes  'em  to  the  Power  of 
Magick, 

iiiic  our  Saviour  abundantly  con- 
futed this  Abfurd  Conceit,  by  {hew- 
ing, that  the  Kingdom  of  Satan   was, 


32      '  Ori^n  againft  Celfiis. 

going  to  fufter  a,i,iioft  violent  Shock^ 
as  evidently,  appears  to  them ,  who 
cead  the  Got r. -Is  with  any  tolerable 
Share  of  Judg.rnent. 

Let  C^//^^^  lliew,  if  he  can,  whereia 
our  Sa^^iour  faii'd  in  his  great  Defign, 
to  dellroy  the  Works  ot  the  Devilj 
and  bnng  convincing  Proofs  of  the 
Truth,  or.ev^i  Probability  of  what  he 
offers.  But  his.  Ym  ape  to  think,  is 
what  he  wiL  i  arce  be  able  to  perform, 
fince  the  Objedionsj  that  he  raifes  a- 
gainlt  '  s,  are  founded,  for  the  moft 
Part.  .  fbme^  Matters  of  Faft,  which 
are  groily.  muunderftood  by  him,  or 
Ibrn^  Paitages  in  the  Gofpeis,  which 
are  ihamerdly  milapplyM,  or  fonie 
fabulous  Accounts,  which  are  owing 
to  the  unhappy,  but  fruitful  Inven- 
tion of  the  Jews. 


€  ri  A  p> 
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UT  becaufe  Celfi^s  Jew  affiniisi 
___  that  he  was  convi&ed,  and  con- 
demnM,  after  a  Legal  Procefs,  I  de^  ^ 
fire  to  know,  how  this  can  be  proved 
to  be  true,  when  'tis  plain,  beyond  all 
Contradiftion,  that  his  Enemies  were 
very  zealous,  in  faborning  falfe  Wit- 
ilenes  agaihft  him.  Perhaps  they  woiiM 
fain  make  us  believe,  that  our  Savicnf 
was  convifted,  becaufe  his  Accufers 
took  great  Advantage  againft  him,  by 
that  irinoeent,  and  juft  Expreffion  of 
hiSj^  dm  Me  to  defiroy  the  Templt  oflUttxr 
God^  ancTto  -kuiid  it  in  three  Days.  V.  6a 
'Tfe  true  indeed,  he  fpoke  thefe  Words, 
of  the  Temple  of  his  Body,  but  they, 
not  knowing  his  Defign,  imsginVl ,  ^ 
that  they  had  a  Reference  to  their 
Material  and  PomfOus  Temple^  for  which 
they  plainly  difcover'd  a  far  greater 
Veneration,  than  for  thzz  Qlorious^  and 
Adorable  Temple^  wherein  the  ETER- 
NAL WORD,  the  TRVTH^  and 
MIS  DOM  of  GOD  did  Ferfomlty^  tW 
Myitenouflv  refide. 

R  But 
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But  lincji^  Celfas'^s  jew  inlulrs  over 
us,  fe:aufc  our  Saviour  was  taken,  I 
cyranfet-i^^  was,  but  thisoucrht  to  bec-oo- 
iider'd,  that  it  wasn't  cione^  without 
his  own   Coiiient. 

For  \vli|a  his  Tifxie  was  come,   he 
iu;  rendered  himieU,  as  an  eafie  Prey,  in- 
to theTlaiids  ofhis  barbarous  Enemies^ 
and  abiindanLiy   made  good  the  Cha-- 
raclcTj  which  is  giv*'n  him,  in  the  Holy 
Scripture,  and  particularly  in  the  foi-" 
lowing  Woids  ,    Behold    the   h^mh   of 
ly  Yg  Gnd^    rvho    tdkes    may    the    Si?is  of  the 
PVorid.     'rh:s  is  no  more   than  wdiat 
the  Evangeliit  tells  us,    Jef^s  therefore 
]dh^xvu\k/^o:v^p^g^  lays  he,  all  Thmgs^  that  fjould 
V.4,&.c  f.^^jg  ^^pp^  ^j;^^  ^j^;,,f:  forth  J  and  faid  u?it(y 

'(V>'?,  wl^'Om   leek  ye  ?    They  a^ffrver^d  him^ 
Jefus  of  Nazareth.     Jdf^s  fays  unto  ''em^ 
I  -Am  he.     Jnd  j  Lid  as  dfo  v.hhh  hetrafd 
hi^j^  food  with  Vw.     Js  joon  thzn  *^^s  he 
h:id    laid   u?ito^.  "^cm.,    I  arn  he^   they  i^e/^t 
hi-ckwiird.^  '^ ."'.;''  fell  to  the  Qroimd,    T^m^ 
ask^d  heth- j'^  agai/j^  VV horn  jeek  ye  ?  And 
they  jdid   Jellis  of  Nazareth.     Jefeis  an^ 
nver^d^     I  h.iz-e  told  you-  that   1  dm   he. 
If  therefor e. ye  fix k  me^    let  thtje  go  their 
Way,      Al;(1  vdii;n  joneof  Ins  Difciples 
Hood  by,  and  liTiore  the  Ear  of  the 
Fligb-Fneii's  Servant^  he  faid,  Put  uf 
thy  6n'ord  mto   us  ^Uce.     For    nil   they 
that   t/ikejjje    6nard  JJmII  per  if  j  iy  the 
^iV'ord,     J/jir/xefi  ihou^  that  I  ca///iot  m.w 

pay 
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pr^y  unto  my  F^vhery  and  he'jkalivrefently 
^ive  me  more  than  taielvc  heoions  of  An^ 
gels,  ^ut  how  then  jball  .the  8cri^tures 
he  jalfiPd^  that  thics  it  muft-he  ^ 

J>Jow  if  any  Peribn  fhouM  be  fo  v^eak^ 
as  to  imagine,  that  thefe  arc  only  Ficti- 
ons of  the  Evangeiiils,   have  we  not 
Reafon,    on    the  contrary,    to   chink  ^ 
our  Adverfaries  have  been  grofly  guiky 
of  that   PraQice    T  with    which    they 
charge  the  Chriftians  )    that  fo  they 
might    vent  their  implacable  A4alicc^ 
againil  all  thoie^  who  prefefs  to  be  the 
Followers  of  ^hz  Biejfed    JeU^s^  and    to 
believe,    that  thofe    Things  arc    moii 
certainlyl  true,   which  are   related   by 
Perfons,    whofe    Integrity  do's   abua-^ 
dantly  appear,  from  the  Confideratioa 
of  the  dreadiul  Calami  ties,   to    which 
they  knew  their  Religion  did  fo  ma-* 
iiifeftly  expofe  ^em  ? 

For  ¥/e  can\  conceive,  that  the  Fol- 
lowers of  our   Blejfed  S^vtour    iho'd^d 
em.brace  the  moil:  ihameful,  and  pair-sr 
fui  Death,  with  undaunted  Courage, 
and"Iieroick  Coniiancy,  had  they  beea 
the  fcandalouslnventersof  the  Hli-iory, 
which  they  tranfmitted   to  poitenty  , 
but  on  the  contrary,  we  muir  efteem 
'em  to  be  Perfon%  who  were  fully  per-* 
fwaded,    ia  their  own  Minds,    of  the 
Truth,  and  Importance,  of  what  they 
pubUili'd  to  tlie   World  •    fince    they 

R  a  knew 
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knew,  by  Obfervation,  and  Experience, 
that  Scorn ,  and  Infamy  w<:re  the 
fhocking  Attendants,  and  Perfecution, 
and  Death  almoft  the  natural,  and  Cina- 
voidable    Confequence  of  the  gloriom 

Froftjjion^   which   they    made   of   the 

Name  of  Jejm. 


Chap.     XIII 


HAT  the  pretended  Jew  fays 
farther,  viz.  That  our  Saviour 
fPits  betrafd   by  his  ctv^   Difciples  ,    lie 
might  learn  from  the  Evangehfts,  with 
this   littie   Difference,    that    whereas 
they  acquaint  us,  that  he  was  betrayM 
by  Jud^j  he  choofes  to  Ipeak  in  the 
Plural   Number,   that   his   Objeftion 
may  feem  to  have  the  greater  Force, 
but  hasn't   the  Curiofity,    I  will  not 
lay  the  Confcience,  to  enquire  narrow- 
iy,  into  the  Account,  wh^ch  we  have 
of  Judas^  whole  Heart  was  miferably 
divided,  between  his  Maiter,  and  his 
Luft,  and  governM  at  once  by  extra- 
vagant ,   and  very  different   Faffions. 
Por   that  infamous  Trait  or  gave  a  Sign 
ro  the    Perfons    tbat   came*  to  appre» 

head 
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hend  him^  Whomfoever  1  [Jjall  ktfs^  thifU^t.xiYi 
fame  is  he^  hold  him  fajl.  So  that  it  ^*  4^. 
feeras,  he  retainM  fomething  of  the 
Refpeft,  which  formerly  he  paid  his 
Maiter,  fince  otherwife  he  wou'd  have 
betray'd  him  openly,  and  without  that 
flattering  Ceremony,  and  moft  horrid 
Solemnity. 

We  have  Reafon  therefore  to  be- 
lieve,  that  our  Saviotir's  moft  excel- 
lent,  and   awakening   Difcourfes.  had 
made  fome  faint  ImprefTian,  ev'n  up- 
on the  Mind  of  one,  who  was  fo  un- 
accountably fwayM  by  a  covetous  Dif- 
pofition,  tiiat  he  had  the  Impudence 
to  betray  his  Lord,  and  wouM  not  ftop, 
'till  he  had  fhamefully  compleated  tlie 
moft  villanous  Defign,  for  the  Accom» 
plifliment  of  whicb^^  all  the  Devils  in 
Hell    did   ever  lend  their  AlRftance. 
T!]erefore  the  Evangelift  tells  us,  that 
Judas   when   he  fatv  he  was   co^dem^^d^^^^tiix^i 
refeitted  himfelfy  and  hraught  again  the      ^'  3* 
thirty    Pieces   of  Silver  ,    to  the  Chief 
Priefls  and  Elders^  f^y^^S  I  ^^'^^  fmn^d^ 
iu  that  I  h$ve  betrafd  the  innocent  Blood. 
And  they  faid^  What^s  that  to  U6  ?   See 
thou  to  thaty  and  he  caft  down  the  Pieces 
of  Silver  in  the  Ternple^    and  departed^ 
and  rventy  and  hanged  himfelf 

Now.  if  "^udasy  whofe  Cuftom  we 
may  fuppofe  it  was,  to  apply  to  bis 
priviite  Wt^  the  Money  that  was  col- 
\--  •-  ^  '       ■    R  2      •  •   .     kacd' 


lofted.  foi:..di^  Reli^r  of  the  Poor,  was 
fo  fe"  petilLeiu.at  iaft,  as  to  .return  tlr® 
thirty   Fie^.es  of  Silver,  to  the    Chief 
l^neiiSj  and  Elders;  I  think,  we  may 
rationally  conclude,  that  the   Inftruc- 
tions    of     our    Blejfed    Saviour      had 
wrought^  in  fome  Meafure,  on  this  ?97q^ 
h^rdcn^d  Wretch^  that  he  cou'dn't  erafe 
^em,  out  of  his  faithful  Memory,  and 
fail   ei^tireiy   in  his    Reipe£t    for   the 
tnseki,    and  fyotlefs   Jejm,      But  thofe 
Words,    J  hiZ've   finned   in   that  I  have 
betrafd.  the  innocent  Bloody  are  a  plain, 
and  open  Acknovv^ledgment  of  his  horr 
nd  Crime,  and  you  may  partly  judge, 
what  a  lively  Senfe  he  had,  of  the  great 
injuitice,  and  Ingratitude,  that  appeared 
in  what  he  had  fo  lately  done,    (ince 
Life  it  felf  was  grown  a  Burthen  to 
him,  he  tclt  an  unufual  Horror  of  Con- 
Icience;^   and   was    forcM  to   arraign  ^ 
accufe,  and  condemn  himfelf. 

We  have  here  like  wife  a  remarka- 
ble, and  ftanding  Infta ace  ,  of  the 
happy  Effeft,  which  our  Saviour's  In- 
ftiuftions  had,  upon  the  vilefi  Wretch^ 
that  ever  fer^tir\d  in  the  common 
Air,  that  tho'  Lie  added  the  Worfi  of 
TreaforjSy  to  his  Cheat ir.g  the  Poor ; 
yet:  ibme  Sparks  of  Ingenuity  were 
remaining,  in  a  Perfon,  who  was  little 
better  than  a  DevU  in  an  Humane  Form. 

Indg^, 
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Indeed  'eis  pcJilibie,  aftsr  all  JJmve 
laidj  chat  Cep^^^^s  1  jV  .^oiav  ^e  no 
Credit,  to  the  Account,  which  we  have 
in  the  GolpelSj  ^f.-the  'Tre/tchcrfm  Ju- 
d^^r^  and  will  hearken  to  thlrj  .-P^rt 
alone  ^  that  acquainfe4s  V  %h.>t-%}^3 
of  oar  Saviour's  toiiGiplfS  ^i^  betray  . 
iiim,  and  will  take  the  Li^bsrey^  to  fay 
more  than  the  Holy  Scripture  do^s 
giBrm,  i^ib»  That  lie  comniittl^d  clia^ 
horrid  Crime^  •  with  tlie  fliU  iknt^'of 
Ills    Willj    and  without  the  leafl:  Re- 


morfe 


But  ^tis  very   unreafonable,    that  a 
Perfoii    fliou'd    belie ve,    or   disbelieve 
the  Scriptiire-Iiillory^  as  he  is  led  a  fide, , 
by  the  unhappy  Bia is  oF  his  depray'd 
Affections. 

And  oar  Adverfenes^  tfeeinfelves.^ 
if  they  have,  any  Shame  hi  'eai^  niuiij 
I  think,  in  Ibme  Meaiure,  be  aiieftedj 
if  they.  Will  but  read  the  Hundred  and 
Ninth  Pfalm,  which  dire3:iy,  and  en- 
tirely relates  to  5 /^r^W.  It  begins  after 
the  following  Manner,  HoU  not  t-hy^r^^^^^ 
Peace  J  0  God  of  ^-nj  Pratje.  For  the-Mofah  V.  i 
of  the  M^tckedj  and  the  MDUth'ofthe  Dc-^ 
Ccitfui  are  opeyid  a^^nrnjl;  ?ne^ 

'Tis  prophefyVi   there,   that   ^udivs 

.fliouM  be  de^^raded  from  the  AvoftQ- 

■Ileal  Yu-nclion^  on  the  Account  of  the 

horrid  ilrime  he  fhoaM  comniitj    and 

'^u^i  another  fliou'd  fupply  his  Place^ 

'  R  4    ■  w^hic|i 
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which  is  intimated  to  us  ia  the  fol- 
pfa}.  cix.  lowing   Word$,    Let  another  Uke  his 
y-^' Office, 

And  fuppofing  Qur  Saviour  had  been 
fcetray'd,  by  one  his  Difciples,  who 
was ,  if  it  had  been  poflible,  more 
wickedly  dJposM  ih^a  Judas ,  and  his 
Mafter's  mo{l  fweet,  and  heav'nly  Iti* 
ftfudions  hadn't  made  the  leaft  fq- 
cret  Impreffjon  upon  his  hardened 
Mmd  ,  hqw  wpu'd  this  in  the  leaft 
refleft  on  the  Holy  Religion,  which 
th^  Bleffed  Jefus  intrdduc'd  into  the 
Y/orldf 

What  relates  to  his  being  appre- 
hended by  his  Enemies,  has  been  al- 
ready confiderM,  and  I  have  fhewM, 
that  he  ijiade  a  witlinz  Surrencier  of 
himfelf,  into  the  Hands  of  thofe  Blood-- 
thirfty  Wretches,  to  {tt  us  a  Bright 
Examfle  of  Submiffion  to  the  Will  of 
(jod,  under  the  darkeji  Difpenfatiom  ^ 
his  ^yife,  anji  holy  Providence, 

What  the  Jew  adds,  I  confefs,  do's 
feem  tp  me  to  be  very  childiih,  and 
ridiculous.  Jl  good  General ,  fays  he, 
fvha  commands  a  numerousy  and  xvell-diU 
zifiin*d  Army^  was  never  known  to  be 
ietraf^  by^  hts  Soldiers.  Nay^  the  Ringt 
Jeader  cj  a  Company  of  High^waj-Metiy 
tho*  the  7mre(l  Rogue  in  Nature^  and 
tho*  hii  Followers  ke  the  mojl  contempti- 
&U^   and  Cfjrfid  Oyyp  that  _evex  W4^   i^ 
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the  World  ;  y^t  needrPtfeur  being  betraj^d^ 
^fiCf  fhe^  efieem  him  th^  ftteli  Pirfon 
for  the  JccompJijhn^ent  of  their  iafe  De^ 
fgfjs.  But  as  for  your  Pretended  Sa- 
viour, he  rvai  betrafd  hj  his  own  Dif- 
ciples,  not  ha.ving  jo  great  an  Imereft  in 
hm^  as  4  good  General  in  his  Soldier s<, 
or  the  Ring*Leader  of  a  Company  ofHkh- 
tpaj'M^^  ^^  his  *vile  Accomplices. 

On  the  contrary,  many  Inftancss 
might  be  produced  from  Hiftory,  of. 
Famous  Generals,  and  Ring- Leaders 
of  High-way-Men,  betray'd  by  thofe, 
who  were  under  their  Command,  ev'h 
^fcer  they  had  receiv'd  from  'em,  all 
the  Affurances  of  their  inviofeble  Fi^ 
delity,  which  they  cou\l  reafonabiy 
deftre. 

But  fuppofe  'twere  otherwife,  I  ap« 
peal  to  common  Sence,  whether  it 
cou'd  be  faften'd  on  our  Blejfed  Savi^ 
cur ^  lis  a  juft  Reproach,  that  he  was 
{hairitfuUy  betray'd  by  one,  who  was 
engag'd,  by  all  the  Sacred  Ties  of 
Duty,  and  Gratitude,  to  be  devoted 
to  his  Service,  who  certainly,  if  he 
hadn't  been  popfs^d  by  the  Devil  ^ 
cou'd  never  have  formM  fo  curfed  a 
Defign,  much  lefs  have  ever  brought 
it  to  fo  difhonourahle  an  Execu- 
tion ? 
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'  r  a&  4V//J^  5  who  pretends  to  no 
mean  'Skill  in  Fhilofophy ,  whether 
'twa.s  TU^o^s  Fault,  that  "AriU-ptle^  af- 
ter he. had  bseaJiis  PnpiL  for  twenty 
Ysars,  did  !.?ub^k;W\'  r^eckr§f^  ^jiMtd^e 
-reJiDcied;  h;-  h^tioiv  ^:i        3 

Ir^-morLtlitt  ^t  ax^^  efte5:m'd 

■hisVCotnGeyttoaS:  i;iovb^tr'         :Tui 

-Pliiioiaphic :         Juanera'^  ^  uiu 

Amii&iieats, 
-  I -ask 'him,   ua,  ^-^^r/:;  lo^ 


racbt-        .  .    ;  vnc 

ng-i.  y    cic  icait  m    .  a 

as  he  w^aSj    didn^t  difcover  too  much, 
of  Malice,  and  Ingratitude. 

Chryfipptis  aifo,  in  feveral  Places  in 
his  Writings,  do's  condemn  the  Opi- 
nions of  Cleanthes^  tho'  'twas  owing 
to  him ,  that  in  his  younger  Years  , 
his  Mind  was  feaibn'd,  with  whol- 
fonie,  and  excellent  Inftrudions. 

Befides,  Anjhtle  is  fupposM  to  have 
fl'udyM  Philofophy  in  the  School  of 
Bia*:o^  for  twenty  Years,  and  Chrjfippm 
ftudyM  the  fanie  excelleni:  Science  for 
many  Years,  in  the  School  of  CleAn- 
thes  :  Whereas  "Judas  hadn't  conti- 
nuM  three  Years  with  our  Bleffed  Sx- 
n)tour^  when  he  fo  fliamefully  bstray'd 
him.      •  .     "  And 
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And  if  we  read  the  Lives  of  the 
Philofophers,  we  fliall  meet  with  fre-. 
quent  Inftances ,  that ,  in  fome  Re- 
ipefts,  reietiibie  the  Horrid  Treachery 
of  Jud^ts,     '    / 

We  ilaa'Ii  find,  that  the  FytLhtgorems 
built  Tombs,  for  lijch  Peribns  as  left 
the  Study  of  Phiiofc-phy.  and  betook 
themfelves  to  a  differont  ^  and  lefs- 
lifeful   Courfe  of  Life. 

But  I  fuppofe  no  Perfon-  will  be  fo 
weak,  as  to  take  Occafion  from  hence^ 
to  refleft  on  the  Doctrine  of  Fjtb^- 
(yoTds.  or  the  Iblid  Aro;uments  which 
his  Followers  nsM  in  its  Defence. 

The  'jew  adds  5  that  th'v'mg  manj 
Thtnqs  to  fay.^  nnth  refpect  to  our  Savi^ 
pur,  which  are' jar  from  being  fa,iri'j  re- 
-prifented  by  his  Difcipics^  he  chofe  to  p.^fs 
^em  over  tn  a,  frojound  Silence- 

But  I  ask^^  wh^c  Truths  are  thefe, 
that  are  mifinterpreted  by  the  Evan- 
geliils,  and  which  he  forbears  to  mcn» 
tion  ?  Muft  not  this  pafs  for  a  Rheto^ 
ncal  Flouriih,  to  make  us  believe,  he 
was  furnifliM  v/ir.h  a  great  %:ock  of 
ArgumentSj  againit  our  Bleffed  Saviour, 
when  rnoit,  if  not  allj  that  he  couM 
poiFibly  fay,  if  it  was  true,  and  mate- 
rial, was  borrowed,  from  thofe  very 
Goipels,  which  foaietimes  ii^  fo  muc!^ 
cieipiies. 
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Chap.    XI  Y* 


^T^HEN  Celfm  finds  Fault  with 
j^  our  Saviour's  Difciples,  for  fay« 
ing,  Theit  he  foreknm^  Ana  joretold  all 
the  remarkably  Things  thi^t  ever  happened 
to  htm. 

But  we  doubt  not  in  the  leaft,  but 
we  can  eafily  prove,  by  an  Enume- 
ration of  Particulars,  (let  Celj^us  fay 
what  he  pleafes  to  the  contrary  )  that 
our  Saviour  foretold  feveral  Things, 
that  fhou'd  befall  Iiis  Difciples,  fome 
confiderable  Time  before  they  came 
to  pafs. 

What  a  wonderful  loftance  of  this. 
Hit  X.  is   that   which  St.   Matheiv  gives,    Ye 
^*  ^^  [b^ll  he  brought   before  Governors  ^    and 
^ings  for  my  fake^  for  a  Teftjmopj   ^ 
gaf^si  them^  and  the  Gentiles,     I  might 
quote  many  other  Places,  where  our 
Saviour  do's  exprefly  foretell  the  grie- 
vous Perfecutions,  that  fhouM  be  the 
too  common  Lot  of  Chriftians. 

Now  what  Religion  is  there^  in  th^ 
whole  habitable  World,  that  want| 
the  Advantage  of  a  T0LEB.u4T10N^ 

-  except;. 
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except  that  which  our  Saviour  mtro- 
due'd  ?  So  that  there's  no  Ground,  for 
that  foolifh  Plea,  which  our  Enemies 
make  Ufe  of,  that  he  law,  what  bad 
Entertainment,  falfe,  and  corrupt  No- 
tions wouM  naturally  meet  with  in  the 
World ;  and  therefore,  to  raife  his  Re- 
putation, and  promote  his  Interefts> 
did  only  foretell  thofe  Things,  which 
anjr  Child  might  have  known  wou'd 
befall  him. 

But  if  Perfons  wouM  unavoidably 
be  brought  before  Governors,  and 
Kings,  for  holding  falfe,  and  wicked 
Notions,  one  wouM  think  that  the 
Epicureans ,  who  disbelieve  an  over- 
ruling Povidence,  ftiouM  be  broughc 
before  'em,  as  foon  as  any  Perfons  in 
the  World,  or  the  Peripateticksy  who 
think,  that  the  Prayers,  which  are  put 
up,  and  the  Sacrifices,  which  are  of- 
fered to  the  Godsy  are  wholly  infigni- 
ficant,  and  little  Arts  unworthy  to  be 
praclicM  by  thofe,  who  pretend  to  the 
Sence,  and  Learning  of  Philofophers. 

But  perhaps  our  Hnemies  m.ay  objeft^ 
That  the  SdmAritanes  are  perfecuted  on 
the  Account  of  their  Religion. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  they  Sre 
condemnM  to  dye,  for  circumcifing 
themfelves,  in  direfl:  Oppoficion  to 
the  Law,  which  permits  none  but 
"^ewsy  to  obferve  this   celebrated,  and 

Ancient 
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Ancienc  Rite-  And  we  don't  fiiid  , 
that  the  Judge  leaves  it  to  their 
Choice^  whether  they  will  obitinately 
perfift,  and  dye,  or  renoimcc  their  E.e- 
ligion,  and  fo  be  publickly  acquitted, 
but  ii  they  are  found  to  be  circum- 
cisM ,  immediately  they  muft  fufrer 
Death. 

The  Chriftians  are  the  onlv  Perfons 
in  the  World,  who,  tho"*  they  are  perie- 
cuted,  according  to  our  Saviour's  Predi* 
ftion,  Te  (ball  he  brought  hefcreGovermrs^ 
dml  I\jy}oj  joY  mypMe^  are  entreated,  to 
the  lait  Breath  they  draw,  to  renounce 
the  C hr iji i ot nP^e it giop. ^^xid.jxcrrfice  to  Idols^ 
and  fo  to  pat  themfeives  dirctlly  into  a 
fai^Cj  and  happy  Condition,  with  refpeO: 
to  tlieir  outward  Circumiiances. 

See  therefoie,    with  whac  Authority 
^^  our  Blcjl'ed  Sdvioar  {poke  the   follow- 

Y.  gzVo.ing  W ordsy  IV/jofoever  fidll  coj^fejs  mt^ 
before  j^Un^  him  will  i  co.^ejSy  hejore  my. 
Father^  which  is  ,in  Heav"}^^  'but  rvhofo" 
e:ver  fljall  deny  me  ht:jQrs  Mtn^  him  \vili 
I  alfo  deny^  before  mj  F^^ther^  which  is  in 
Meav^n. 

Take  Notice,  that  this  was  fpoken 
by  him  J  a  coniiderable  Time  before  the 
1  ning,  that  he  fpeaks  of,  was  true  in 
Fa£l..  Pe^'J>^H^5  ^^^^^^'  a  Thought  as  this, 
may  be  ready  to  dart  into  your  Mmd, 
that  he  builds  Caftk^s  in  the  Air,  and ' 
what  he  prophcfies  don't  look  at  all,  as 

if 
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if  the    Event    wouM    be  anfwerabie. 
But  if  ypii  can  exercife  a  little  Pati- 
ence,   you^'il    fay  thus  to  your  felves, 
if  ouF  Bleffed  Saviour  did  readily  fore- 
tell, that  Governours,  andKings,  wou'd 
ufe  their  utraoft  Endeavours,  to  extir- 
pate the  Rehgion,  he  u>troducVl  into  the 
World,  and  if. the  Event  has  fully  an-* 
fwerM  his  Prediftion,  certainly  we  have 
all  imaginable  Reafon  to  beUeve,  that 
he  received  fuch  a  Power  from  God,  as 
was  neceffary,    to  make  his  Doctrine 
obtain,    fo  Univerfally  as  it  did,  and 
that   he  knew  very  well^  that  all  the 
Difficulties,    that  lay  in  the  Way   to 
its   .Reception ,    fhoVd    be    happily , 
and  eafily  furmounted,  by  the  help  of 
Miracles.  And  who, without  d.Tranfpon 
of  Holj  Admiration  J    can    let   our  6'.^- 
^tour  before  his  Eyes,  exprefly  foretel- 
Ym^^hat  the  Goffel  of  the  IQngdom fhou^ d  Mat.xxr^ 
he  vreach'^d  in  all  the  Worlds  for  a    Wtt-     ^'  ^^' 
^lejj   unto  all  Nations  ;  and  fee  the  Pre- 
diction in  due  Time  fulfilPd,  the  GoP 
pel  being  preach'd  to  the  Greeks^  'SlW^ 
Barharicinsy   to  the  Learned,   and   Un- 
learned,    and    the     whole     habitable 
World  being  brought,  as  it  were,  un- 
der its  honourable,  and  happy  Yoak? 

Bepdes  let  the  Pretended  J^^jj^,  v/ho 
donV  believe,  that  our  Sa^uiour  fore- 
told thole  Things,  whichj  we  fee,  did 
aftcrv/atds  befall  him,  I  lay,,  kt  him 

conii- 
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confider,  that  whan  the  City  of  "^eru- 
[dem  was  in  all  its  Glory  ^  and  the 
Fom^OHS  Ceremonies  of  the  jervijh  Reli^ 
gion  were  fplemnly  perform'd  in  it  ^ 
he  foretold,  that  it  IhouM  be  invaded, 
and  ruin'd  by  the  Romans. 

I  fuppofe,  no  One  will  take  the  Li- 
berty  to  fay,  that  they  who  Were  his 
Faniiliar  Friends,  and  conftant  Hearers 
did  fatisfy  themfelves.  with  teaching 
( Viva.  Voce )  thofe  Things^  which  are. 
the  Subjeft- Matter  of  the  Gofpels,  with-s 
cut  leaving  behind  'em  a  Hiftory,  of 
the  moft  remarkable  Tranfaftions  of 
our  Blejfsd  ^Aviour, 

St.  htike  has  the  following  Wdrds, 
X.uke2r.  yi/y^ y^  ^^U  ('eQ^^x\x{2\zsxi  CornVA[s*ci  with 
'  Armies ^then  know  that  the  Denotation  there-' 
of  is  ?2igh.  Now  at  the  Time  when  thefe 
Things  were  writ,  there  was  no  Suf- 
picion  of  a  Sxge,  or  any  grievous  Ca- 
lamity J  that  threatened  the  Jexpijb 
Churchy  and  State,  HVas  in  the  Reign 
of  the  Emperor  Nerc^  that  the  Romans 
made  their  iiril  Attack,  on  this  Once-^ 
gloriotps  City ,  and  it  was  not  tak^n  ^ 
'tilt  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  F^^^- 
fan^  whofe  Son  Tituo  Vefpapan  did  ut- 
terly deftroy  it. 

This  was  a  )uft,  and  heavy  Judg- 
ment of  God  upon  'em ,  for  killing 
James  tliQjMfy  as  Jojeph:^s  wouM.  fam 
have  us  to  believe^  whereas  in  Truth 

'twas 
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\was  owing  to  the  /jomd  Crime  they 
committed,  in  embriiing  their  curfed 
Hands  in  the  bloody  Deam  of  our  Bkfi 
fed  Lord, 

Cclfus  therefore,  might  erery  Jot  as 
well  have  granted,  that  our  Sa'vso^r 
knew  what  Accidents  wou'd  befall 
him,  and  yet  have  taik'd  with  the 
Iiigheft  Contempt  of  his  Dwir.e  Pr^- 
fcier^ce^  as  grant,  that  he  was  capable 
of  working  fuch  Miracles  ,  as  he 
wrought,  and  at  the  fame  *Time  afr 
firm,  that  he  was  a  NGtoricrj.s  and 
J'^ile  ImpoHor.  And  he  might,  witLi 
all  his  Learning  have  fhowa,  that  the 
Aug^urs  and  Aufpkes  foretold  Future 
Events ,  by  the  Flying  of  Birds  , 
and  by  the  Intrails  of  Beafts.  But 
he  was  loth^  it  feems,  to  make  tliis 
Conceffion,  whereas  he  do's  in  feme 
fort  acknovv^ledge ,  that  our  Sanjtour 
wrought  many  Miracles  ,  and  yet 
affcrts,  he  did  'em  by  the  Help  of 
M^tglck. 

Fhlegon  was  much  more  ingeoaoos, 
vidio  in  the  ijth  and  14th  Book  of 
his  Chronicon^  acknov/ledges,  that  our 
Saviour  foretold  Fature  Events,  ^and 
fays,  they  exactly  anfwerVI  hi^-Fre- 
yiftion,  tho'  I  obierve,  that  he  icems; 
fometimes  to  confound  our  Bieifcd 
Lord  with  the  Apoftle  l-eter, 

S  And 
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And  as  it  were,  in  Spite  of  Preju- 
dice, he  draws  this  natural  Condu- 
fioa ,  '^  That  fince  the  Founder  of 
'^  our  Holy  Religion,  and  many  of 
^'  his  Followers  were  able  to  foretell 
'^  many  future,  and  remarkable  Events 
^'  at  fo  great  a  Diftance  of  Time  , 
'^  which  ""exaclly  anfwerM  their  Pre- 
*^  did  ions ,  we  muft  fuppofe  ,  that 
*'  they  were  afted  by  a  more  than 
^*  ordinary  Powder. 

Tfien  Celfus  favSj  That  our  Saviour'^ s 
Difchies  not  hewg  ahle  to  conceal  thofe 
Things  5  which  were  exposal  to  Fublick 
VieiVy  thought  that  the  be[i  Game  they- 
had  to  flay^  was  to  give  out  that  their 
Jvhjter  forefaWy  a  lor^g  Time  before^  all 
the  Accidents  that  did  afterwards  befall 
him. 

But  either  he  didn't  know^    or  at 
leaft  feems  to  be  igno?ant,    that  our 
Bleffed    Saviour    us'd    the    following 
Words  to  his  Difciples,  All  ye  jhall  be 
^Y.  Vi/oferJed  becaufe  of  me  this  Plight ;  which 
we  know  happenM  accordingly,  and 
was  no  falfe  Prophet ,    when  he  faid 
to  Feter.  Before  the  Cock  croiv  thou  (halt 
y.^^,  ^^'^7  ^'^^  tbrtce*  ^ 

Now  if  they  hadn't  been  Men  or 
undoubted    Int^rity ,     but    had    de- 
liga'd  to  impofe  on  our  Credulity  by 
falle   Narrations,  they  wou'd  certain- 
ly 
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ly  have  difcoverM  fo  much  of  Worldly 
Policy^  as  ro  have   faid  nothing  at  all 
of  Peter'^s  Denying  his    Bleffed    Lord^ 
whofe  Caufe  he  had  fo  refolutely  pro- 
misM  to  maintain,  and  never  to  have 
mentioned    the   Offence    which    evM 
fome   of  the  Difciples    took,   at   the 
mean  Condition  in  which  oar  Saviour 
condefcended  ,     and     thought    fit   to 
appear;    and  if  the fe  Things,    which 
io^txri   to    reprefent    the  Followers   of 
our  Bleffed  Lord  to  a  great  Difadvan- 
tage,   were  not  related  in  the  Gofpels, 
how  couM  Celfm^   or  anv  other  Fer- 
ion,  have  tak'n  Occafion  from  thence^ 
to  call  a  Reproacli  on  our  moft  Holy 
Rehgion  ? 

Bat  they  were  hot  unwilling,  tliat 
lateft  Pofterity  ftiou'd  be  acquainted 
with  their  Failings,  fince  they  were 
well  aifur'd ,  that  this  wou'dn^t  in 
the  leaft  hinder  the  happy  Progrefs 
of  the  Everlaftmg  Gofpel,  or  give  the 
Reader  any  jolt  Occafion,  to  be  guilty 
of  the  like  Irregular  Frafbices. 

What  Ctlftis  adds  is  ridiculous  to 
the  lafl:  Degree,  The  Dtjctfles  got  this^ 
fubhjb'*dy  fays  he,  to  fecure  the  Reputa- 
tion  of  their  Majier ,  and  ''tis  as  if  to 
frove  that  a  Man  is  jujl  ^  I  jhoti'd  in- 
fiance  in  feveral  Jffs  of  hj^sHcs  that 
he  has   done^    or  to  prove  that  hc*s  free 

S  ^  from 
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jram  Vafflon ,  /  fbotPd  fljsw  thai:  he  has 
been  guilt)  of  Mtirder )  or^  to  p'ove  that 
he'^s  immortal ,  jhoti^d  expofe  his  dead 
Body  to  VieWj  &%d  after  all^  put 
People  of  with  this  jrivoloU'S  Pretence  ^ 
that  he  foreJAw  whatfoevcr  fjou^d  hefjl 
him. 

But  here  'ds  apparent,  that  he 
groily  miiapplies  the  Inftances,  which 
he's  pieasM  to  produce.  For  there's 
no  Abiiirdity  at  all,  in  fuppofing  that 
our  Bleffed  Saviour  Ihou'd  propofe 
himfelf  to  us,  as  a  Bright  Example  of 
Moral  Virtue ,  and  yet  teach  os,  to 
facrifice  our  Lives,  and  ail  that's  dear 
to  us,  tor  the  Sake  of  the  Religion 
we  embrace, 

Confider  alfo^that  the  Death  which 
he  fuiierd^  is  of  Genera),  and  Univer- 
fal  Advantage^  asl  diink^  i  have  ibl- 
ficiently  prov'd  alreadvo  And  tho' 
Celfks  do's  fondiy  imagine,  that  it 
makes  very  much  for  tlie  Caufe 
which  he  efpoufes ,.  tliai:  we  don't 
deny,  that  our  Saviour  faffer'd  in  the 
moft  noEoriouSj  and  lliameful  Manner ;. 
yet  this  is  f^r  Wans  of  knowiiig  die 
^^ ACRED  MTSTERIES,  that  are  con- 
tained in  the  Pailioaofour  BLESSED 
LORD,  as  St.  Paul  pbferves,  and  the 
feverai  PrediStions,  which  are  left  upon 
Record  by  tlie  Infvired  Prophets ^  con- 
cerning this  difHcult ,  and  important 
Affair.  Befides 
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Befides  he  feems  not  to  know,  that 
there  was  a  Celebrated  Herecick,  who 
deny'd  thac  the  Sufferings  of  oar  Sa-- 
viour  were  renL 

Tins  made  him  fay,  Tor^  dorPt  frs- 
tend^  thii^  his  hhrer  Pafflo^  rv^ts  only  in 
J^fear^nse^  but  ^  -ivishoptt  mincing  the 
IvLxtter^  you  hold  th^t  hi  jujfsr^d^  in  ^ 
Hricf^  And  proper  Sence, 

For  our  Parts,  we  rhink^  \is  a  No- 
torious Herefy,  to  maintain  that  our 
Saviour's  Sufferings  were  only  in  Ap- 
pearance, iince  we  muft  then  affimi, 
as  the  neceflary  Confequence  of  th^ 
fore-mentionM  falfe ,  and  dangerous 
Pofidoo,  that  his  Reiurreciion,  as  glo- 
rious as  we  fuppofe  it  to  be,  was  a 
nieer  Deceptio  Vtj:^.  For  he  that  real- 
ly dyes,  if  he  rifes  again,  muft  be 
really  ris^n,  and  on  the  contrary,  ho 
that  dy\i  but  in  Appearance,  can  only 
fcemingiy  rife. 

But  becaufe  Infidels  endeavour^  to 
expofe   the  Doctrine  of  the  Refurre- 
flion  of  our  Saviour,  to  the  kft  De- 
gree of  Propbane   Contempt,    I  ihali 
take  Occafioa  to  mention  here,  what        ^  ^ 
'FUto  relates  of  £r,  the  Son  of  -^^'^-'^' co^^mo 
niti^y  who  at  the  End  of  twelve  Days  Wealth 
rofe  out  of  his  Tom-b,  and  told  feve-^'  ^'^'^    . 
ra.1  remarkable  Ti  mfaftionSjj    that  to 
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his  certain  Knowledge  had   pafsM  in 
the  World  of  Spirits. 

And  I  might  mention  the  Story  , 
which  HeYaciiti44  tells,  of  a  Woman, 
who  continuM  a  confiderable  Time 
•wdthout  any  Sign  of  Life  ,  which  I 
think,  do's  evidently,  and  not  a  little, 
fcrve  my  prefent  Purpofe,  fince  'tis 
with  Infidels  Fni  now  engagM. 

And  many  pregnant  Infl:ances  might 
eafily  be  produced  from  Hiftory,  of  Per- 
fons  who  have  appeared  the  Day  after 
their  Deceafe. 

Is  it  then  any  Wonder  at  all,  that 

one,  who  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  his 

Life  did  fo  many  Aftions,  which  no- 

ihiiig,  fhort  of  a 'Divine  Power  couM 

poilibly  enable  him  to  perform^  who 

wrought  Miracles,  to  attell  the  Truth 

of  his  Dodtrine,   which  were  fo  fur- 

rizing,  and  fo  open  to  the  View  of 

lis  moft  implacable  Adverfaries,   that 

Ceipds   himfelf  has  not   the   Face   to 

deny,   that  they  were  truq  in   Fafit, 

tho'   indeed    he   afcribes    'em   to  the 

Pov/er  of  Infernal  D^mons^    I  fay,   is 

it  any  Wonder  at  all,  that  fo  Divine 

a  Perfon  as  our  Saviour  w^as,  fliouM 

have  fomething  that  was  remarkable 

ill  liis  Death,  and  that  his  Holy  Soul, 

having    freely ,    and    ev'n    chearfuliy 

left  hjs   Body  for  a  Time,  fliouM  re- 

rarq   to  it /as   foon  as  ever  it  had 

perform'4 
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performM  the  enrire   Duty   of  a  Dif- 
united  Spirit-'' 

Our    ^Saviour    has    the    following 
V/ordSj  A^(/  M^n  tdkes  it  ji'om  me^  fpeak- 
.ing  of  his  Life,    but  I  Li.y  it  dorv^  ofJ^^'^^  ^^' 
p^jy  felf^  I  h^ve  Power  to  Uy   it  down  y 
md  I  have  Poiver  to  take  it  uf  dgain. 

And  perhaps  the  Reafon  why  his 
Holy  Soul  made  Haite,  to  leave  his 
Body,  might  be  this,  that  his  Legs 
mighi:  not  be  broken,  as  thoie  of  the 
Thieves  were,  who  wxre  crucify'd  by 
his  Sides. 

Then    cdme  the  Soldiers  ,    and   l?rake  John  if, 
the  Legs   of  the  firjiy  ^nd   of  the  other  ^     '^'-  5^^ 
tvhich  iVaM  cruciffd  with  him.     Bat  rvhen 
they  c^me  to  ^feftis^    and  Jkri?  th.^tt  he  'iV4S 
dead  already^  they  hrcke   not  his  Legs, 

So  that  I  have  anfv/erM  -that  Gb- 
jection  of  Celfm^  how  will  you  per- 
fwade  us,  that  h^  couM  foretell  tliefs 
Things  ? 

As  for  that  other,  Hoiv  will  you 
ever  make  us  believe  ,  that  a  Dea,d 
PerfoM  is  immort&n  We  fay  'twouM 
fv^em  no  Wonder  at  all,  if  People 
wouM  but  take  us  right ,  that  he 
that  dyM  v/as  not  ftridtly  immorcai, 
but  he  that  rofe  from  the  Dead . 
Nay,  we  fay,  that  our  Saviour  was 
not  immortal  ,  with  refpefl:  to  his 
H(ir^.Ane  I'hture^   before  his  Body  was 

)arated  from  his  Soul    For  nc  Per- 
i  4  foil 
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fon  who  is  to  dye ,  can  properly  be 
fciid  to  be  immortal,  but  then  he's 
truly  immortal ,  when  he's  for  ever 
loosM  from  the  Bands  of  Death. 
Rorr.  6.  Chrijl  being  raised  from  the  dead^  dies 
^'  no  more  ;  Dvat-h  ha^s  no  more  Dominion 
ever  him  ;  whatever  fome  Perfons  may 
affirm  ,  who  don't  underftand  the 
Meaning  of  thefe  myfterious  Words. 


Chap.      XV- 


AH  Celfus  adds,  is  no  fefs 
ill-grounded^  than  what  goes 
before  ;  What  Gody  fays  he,  or  D^-cmon^ 
nay^  wh^t  Man  of  Common  Seme^  will 
not  teX&  the  mcJt  f  roper  Methods  that 
he  cap^  to  avoid  the  Evils  he  forefees 
will  befall  him  j  3.nd  efpci/ally ,  when  he 
kpc-tvs  he  can  eafUj  prsvent  "^em  ^  if  he 
vpill  r 

But  Socrates  was  v/ell-acquainted 
with  the  Katijre  of  the  PoyfoxK, that 
was  giv'n  him,  and  if  lie  had  but 
fQilowM  the  Advice  of  lyito^  he  had 
cfcap'd  oiit  of  Prifon,  and  fecur'd  his 
FeriOD,  from  the  great  Inconvenien- 
cies,  to  which  he  was  exposed,  and 

vet 


Ortgen  againfl;  C^///^.r,      ^7 

yet  he  chofe  rather  to  dye,  than  to 
acl  in  the  leaft  unbecoming  the  Cha- 
raSer  of  fo  Celebrated  a  Philofopher. 

So  LeonidaSj'  the  h^ssd.emonta.n  Ge- 
neral knew  very  wel), -that  he,  and 
his  Company  IhouV^  dye  at  Thermo- 
fylx^  yet  preferring  his  lionour  to  his 
iraiijand  mortal  Life,  hefaid.  "Comc^ 
*'  let  us  dine  hke  thofe^  who  are  to 
"  eat  their  Supper  with ^tlic  Dead. 

They  who   will  take  the  Pains,  to 
confiiit  Hiftorians^  may  find  abundance 
of  Rich    Inftknces  as   thefe.       What 
Wonder  is  it  then,    that  our  Bleffed 
Saviour  didn't  ufe  all  poffible  Endea- 
vours, to  avoid  thofe  Evils,  v/hich  he 
knew  wouM  befall  him,  wl\en  a  far 
inferiour  FerPon,    I  mean  the  Apoftle 
Panl^  fotefeeing  what  Things  he  fliouM 
faffer  at  Jerujkiem  ,    encounterM    the 
grcateil  Dangers^  and  fliarpiy  reprovM 
die  Cruel  Isjndnefs  of  thofe,  who  with 
Tears  in  their  Eyes,   endeavourM  to 
prevent  him,  from  the  happy  Execu- 
tion of  his  great  Defigns. 
.  Nay,  many  at  this  very  Day,  who 
are  not  ignorant,  to  what  dieadfui  Ca- 
lamities the  profeffion  of  Chr^ftianity 
will  expofe  ^em  .    and    that    if  they 
wouM  openly  renounce  it^  they  fhou'd 
be  ioimediateiy  diicharg^d^    and  have 
their  Goods  reftord .  I  fay,  many  at 
this  very  Day,  defpife  Life,  with  all 

its 
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its  native,  and  gawdy  Charms,  aiid 
embrace  Death  it  felf,  ev'n  approach- 
ing to  ^ena  ,  in  the  moft  frightful 
Shapes. 

What  Celfi^s  addsj  is  as  ridiculous  as 
what  went  before,  Ifj  fays  he,  JudasV 
Treafon^  and  Peter'/  Denial  of  his  M.t- 
Ber  %vere  foretold  by  Chrijl ,  om  jvou^d 
think^  skey  [hou^d  for  tb^t  Reajon^  have 
had  an  Aweful  Smfe  of  His  Divinity, 
M,nd  thereby  have  been  effectually  fecur^d 
from  offering  fuch  bafe  Affronts^  to  their 
fuppos'^d  Rightful  Sovereign  ,  and  moll 
Liberal  BetiefaEtor. 

But  here  Cetjm^  with  all  liis  V/if- 
dom,  do's  unawares  moft  groHy  con- 
tradict himfeif^  becaufe  if  our  Saviour 
was  GOD  as  well  as  Man^  then  the 
Events  of  Things  cou'dn't  but  exactly 
agree  wich  what  his  Infinite  Mum 
for^^iav/  concerning  'enni,  and  by  con- 
IcqueiiCe  j  the  one  moil  Unavoidably 
betray,  and  the  othei  by  a  fad,  but 
iatal  Pieceffity  deny  liim.'  If  Matters 
eou'd  have  happened  otherwife ,  if 
'Judoi  hadn't  betray'd,  nor  feter  de- 
ny'd  him ,  being  fulBciently  fore- 
warnM  of  the  Folly,  and  Danger  of 
committing  facU  horrid  Crimes,  bis 
Veracity  might  eafiiy  have  been  calPd 
in  Queftion.  For  if  our  Saviour  fore« 
faw  ^    as  we  fay  he  did^   that  "^ud^j 

ftiou'4 
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fhouM  bstray  him,  he  alfo^forefaw 
that  Corruption  of  his  Nature,  that 
that  inciioM  him  to  his  Treacher)^ , 
and  if  he  forefaw,  that  StPei^er  woii'd 
deny  him,  he  alfo  forciaw  his  Infir- 
mityj  that  was  the  unhappy  Caufe  of 
his  committing  fo  bafe  a  Crime,  and 
this  was  conlirtent  enough  with  his 
permitting  him,  to  be  iiirpriz-d  into 
a  git)fs  Acl  of  Sin. 

And  what  do's  Celfm'^s  Jew  propofe, 
I  wonder,  when  he  fays,  fheji  betrny^d^ 
d/^d  der?yd  htm^  throwing  oij  all  manner 
of  Reflect  to  him^  whom  they  oi^^d  'o 
he  their  Lord ,  ai?d  Mdsitr  f  For  I 
have  ah'eady  ilio wn,  that  Judm  him- 
felf,  as  vile  a  Wretch  as  he  was,  re- 
tainM  fome  refpeft  for  our  Bleiled 
Saviour,  ev'n  in  that  horrid  Inftaar, 
in  which  he  inhumanely  betrayM  him. 
And  the  hke  may  be  laid  of  St.  ¥ettr^ 
who,  after  he  had  fhamefully  deily'd 
him  ,  -went  out^  and  ivept  bitterly  •  as 
St.  Matbew  acquaints   us. 

V/hat  the  Jew  adds  is  very  ridicu- 
lous, and  chiidifh^  If  a  Perfo/s^  fays 
he,  do^s  once  difcover  the  Sn&res^  that 
AYS  I  Aid  for  him ,  and  detecf  hi5  Ad-- 
verfarieSy  they  commonly  defifi  from  their 
mdtcious  Purpofe,  For  the  contrajy  is 
iiioft  evident^  from  the  Experience  of 
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all  Ages  of  the  V/orld.     Then  as   if 
he  v/ere  drawing  to  a  Cohclufloii^  he 
fays,     IVe   mu\hi'^  nnagine  ^    that  thefe 
Thirips  came,e'^r>^    th§  more  to  pafs  ^    tr- 
cauje    hs  foretold    em  y    but   ratker  tnfer 
from  rvlut  I  b^ve  fiidy  that  he  f^eve'r  did 
foretell  ''em.     For  "'tis    d-fwd  to  fappofe^ 
thdp  either  Judas    wofi'd  ever   h^ve  he-- 
iVAy'^d^  or  P'-ter    h^ve    deny^d    hiniy    had 
they      teen     forewrrrPay     md    d^priz.'^d 
of  his  Fredi^lm^^ 

B'at  fince  I  have  already  overthrown 
the  pnacipies,  on  which  his  Difcourfe 
is  foundedj  the  Coaciufion  whicii  he 
draws,  'viz>>  ^^  mufinh  imagine^  that 
thefe  Thimj  came  to  fals^  becnufe  he  jore-- 
fold  V/^,  muft  tali  to  the  Ground  of  • 
Cuorfe. 

V/e  fay  the  Events  happcnM  ,    as 
Things  in  their  own  Nature  poffibfe^ 
and  fhice  they  came  to  pafs,  we  kc 
the    Predidions    verify'd .     ^  For    the  , 
Truth   or  Faiihood  of  Prophecies  is 
beft  known  by  the  Event.     Therefore 
what  he    fays ,    vi^*    That  they  dtdn't 
come   e^TP  tks  fy^cre  to  f^fs  ^    he^mf?  he 
foretold  '^em  ^    hut  rve  must  rather  inftr 
from,  rt'hat  I  have  faidj  that  he  did  ne-^ 
ver  foretell  ''tm.     For  "'tis  abfurd  to  fuf- 
pfe^  th^  etiktr  Judas  rcciPd  ever  have. 
hetr^d^    or  ? Qter  hdve  de/rfd  htm^^had 
they     hcen  forew^rr/%  and    dppriz^y.    of 
hu  Prediction.    This  !  fay,,  is  moft  ap^ 

pareatly 
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parently  falfe,   and  his  Inferences  are 
not  juft. 

Then  he  lays ,  that  If  our  Suviour 
was  GOD,  andredlj  foretoli  thefe'Things^ 
ds  Tou  iire  apt  to  imagi?se^  they  ?nuH  ne~ 
eejfaril)  come  to  p^tj} ,  fi  that  ^  God  Is 
fuppos^d  to  force  his  Difciples  to  be  wicked j 
with  ivhofu  he  feeTningly  exprefs^dfo  endedr- 
ing  4  F^milurUy^  ivhen  on  the  ccntr^rj^ 
he  of  all  Perfom  jfjoti^d  h^yve  been  highly 
ferviceahle  to  all  Mankind^  and  efpecidfly 
to  his  intimate  AcquAint&nce^  And.  mi<fht 
h&ve  h.td  fo  much  Policy ,  o^-je  nwu'^d 
ihinkj  ^5  to  ^B  thofe  Perfons^  njjo  ef 
pOMS  d  his  Cduji,  Bcftdes  is  it  ufu.d^  for 
Men  to  betray  their  Frknds  ^  to  whofe 
Tdh/e  they  &re  welcome^  and  vjhere  they 
Are  civilly^  and  perhaps  uery  plentiful!]/  en^ 
terturpd  ?  Tet  heri  no  lejs  a  Perfin  thdn 
4  GOD  is  fiippos'^d  to  be  betray"^ d,  ^^^^^ 
d  GOD  (  which  greatly  aggravates  the 
Muttsr  )  is  fuppos'^d  mo(i  grcjlj  to  intrench 
on  the  facred  Ldivs  of  Civility^  and  com- 
mon Friendfiip^  and  Irj  his  Divioe  p re- 
el iftioa,  to  make  his  Difciples  themfelves 
turn  Traitors  J  and  Cowards. 

I  fliali  return  an  Anfwer  to  this 
lon^  Inveftive,  rather  in  ComDliance 
With  the  ftrid  injunftions,  that  are  laid 
upon  me,  than  for  the  fake  of 
Force ,  that  I  difcern  in  the 
£lioa. 

Cdfm 
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Celfm  entertains  a  fond  Conceit , 
that  whatever  is  foretold  by  a  GOD, 
do's  therefore  come  to  pal's,  becaufe 
it  was  foretold  by  him. 

But  here  I  maft  beg  Leave  to  differ 
from  him,  and  am,  I  confefs,   of  tlic 
Opinion,  that  he  who  foretells  Future 
Events,    isn't    properly   the    Caufe  of 
their  Coming  to  pais,  at  the  predided 
Time,    but  that  on  the  contrary,   he 
forefees,    that  Tkings   will  happen  fo 
or  fo,    whether  ever  they  be  foretold 
or  not.     And  I  don't  think  ih=t  his 
Prssfcience,  ev'n  upon  the  Suppofition 
that  he's  GOD,  do's  in  the  leaft  in- 
terfere  with  the  f  offibiiity  of  Future 
Events  to  happen,  or  not  to  happen, 
according  to  the  natural,  and  regular 
Courfe  of  Things,  as  if  barely  on  that 
Account,    they  muft  infallibly  anfwer 
i^is  Predidlion, 
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Chap.     XVL 


TERE  I  might  produce  Abun- 

\    dance  of  pregnant   luftaiices  ^ 

tiuiii  the  Sacred  S  .fiptures,  and  froiii 
the  Hiitorses  oi  the  Greeks  thcmvdx^s^ 
to  Ihew,  rliat  Future  Events  are  not 
owing  to  PrediftionSj  but  fall  out  al- 
ways in  iuch  a  Way,  as  perfcctiy  a- 
grees  with  the  Liberty  of  the  Humane 
Will.  And  either  my  Notion  of  this 
Matter  is  juft,  or  what  the  Greeks 
call  af>0-  hoyQ-^  will  be  no  Sophifm  at «« 
all,  tho'  the  contrary  be  very  appa- 
rent, to  any  Learned,  and  Judicious 
Perfon. 

To  render  this  Matter  as  intelligi- 
ble as  nuy  be,  I  fhall  inftance  in  the 
Prophecies  concerning  ^ud^ts ,  which 
the  Sacred  Scriptures  do  furniHi  us 
with,  and  fhali  produce  one  remar- 
kable Inftance  of  the  Truth  of  my 
Aflertion,  from  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Greeks^  viz*  The  Anfwer  of  the  Hea# 
then  Oracle  to  Laiui\ 


By 
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By  the    Way,  I   (hall   here  take  it 
for  granted,  that  the  Oracle  v/as  true, 
fince  I  think,  I  may  make  the  Sup- 
pofition,  without  doing  the  leaft  Pre- 
judice to    the  Subjeft,   which  I  have 
now  in   Hand.      The  Author  of  the 
Hundred  and  ninth  Pfalm,  fpeaking  in 
the  Perfon    of    our   Bleifed    Saviour, 
has   the    following    Words,    concem- 
v\iT^^§    that    Traitor    JiJ.^s ,     Hold   }wt 
thy  Peace^  0   God  of  my  Fraife^  for  the 
Mouth    of   the  Wkkedj    And  the  Mouth 
of  the    Deceitful    dre  operi^d  dgdinji  me. 
And    if   you    take   diligent    Notice  , 
you'I  find,  that  throug!}o^it  the  Pfakn, 
the.. Prediction  mmt  bo  uaderftood,  m 
a  Sence  coafiitent.  with  the  Crime  of 
the  Traixor ,   and    his    deferving    all 
^thofe  heavy    CurfeSj    that    are  there 
mentioLiM  by  the  Pfalniiit. 
ibid.   i6.     h€t'^£?n  fill  ufon  him^  fays  he,  by 
a  Spirit   of    Prophecy,   becaufe   he   re^ 
member'^ d  not    to  Jbeiv  M^rcy^  hut  perfe- 
cuted .  the   poor  and  needy  Ma/^^  that    he 
might    ei/n   flay    the   broken   in    Heart, 
'TiS   plain,  he    might:,    if  he  %vou'd, 
have  rememberM  to  llisw  Mercy^  and 
was.  not  forced,  to^  perlecute  the  poor, 
-   and  needy  Man,  tlio'  iie  mifemploy'd 
Aat .  Power,   whicli    God  .  Originally 
gave'  hiin,    and  acliially   betray'd  his 
Mafter,  and  fo  rendered  himfelf  moit  . 
iuiilv   obnoxious    to-    thofe    dreadful 

Curies, 
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Curfes,  which  are  mencion'd  in    that 

famous  Prophecy. 

And  as    tor  the  AnTwer,    that  the 

Oracle  return'd  to  Lams  ^    which    I 
mention  in  Favour  of  ilie  Greeks ^  'tis 

related  by  one  of  their  Ancienc  'i>^- 

g^'dUm  to  this  Hffect. 

Seek  KOt  VAtn  M^n  in  Spite  of  DeJIi^^j^  Hnrip. 

The  blejfed  hrutt  of  Mi^rri^ge  to  g;Jjv^  PiiceniC 

Too  Joan  &U6 !  thoaUt  find  it  pro've  thfBAne^ 
Spr  he  vjho  tathj  native  Heat  his  Lfe  will 

(  oive^ 
With  Death  it  felf ftjall iILreqtdite thy  pAtns^ 
And  dreadful  M^fchiefs  on  thy  Hoidjbold 

(  brl)7g> 


Here  ^tis  plain,  that  LAit'j  was  un- 
der no  Neceffity  of  begetting  an  un^ 
happy  Son  ,  but  if  due  Care  were 
wanting,  a  Tragieal  Scene  wou'd 
prcfcnt  it  fclf,  and  Oedipstf^  and  '^os^flg^ 
and  thei^  two  Sons,  wou'd  fuff^r  all 
thofc  grievous  Calamities,  whicii  as 
the  Hirtory  acquaints  us,  did  afte* 
wards  befall   'cm. 

The  fame  Sophifm  is  frequently 
made  LJfcof  as  an  Argument  agaiait 
taking  Phyfick,  for  the  Recovery  of 
our  Bodily  Health,  and  Strength  ;  If 
God  has  decreed,  fays  one,  that  I  ihali 
be  ellcftually  curM  of  my  Diftecnper, 
I  SS\\\\  certainly   recover    my    former 

T  Stats 
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State  of  Health  ,   whether  I  ufs  any 
Remedies  or  no;   and  if  he  has  de- 
creed,   that  I  jhatl   not  be   recovered 
from  it,    whatever    Medicines  I   may  : 
lake,  'twill  infallibly  remain  upon  m^e, 
therefore  whstlier  he  has  decreed  my 
Recovery  or  nor,    the  Endeavours  of 
the  Phyficiaa  are  equally,    that   is  to 
fay,  entirely  ufelefs. 

And  the    Sophifm  in    the  Cafe  of 
L^tMs^  is  very  Comicai,   and  runs  af- 
ter   the    foliow^ilig    Manner ,    If   tl:i^ 
Fates  have'  decreed,  that  I  fliall  have 
a  Son  ,    I    Oiali   certamly  have   him  , 
whether  I  am   ever    concernM    with 
any  Woman  or  no  ;  and  if  they  have 
decreed  ,    that  I  fliall    never  have  a 
SoOj    I   ihail  never  have  one  ,    whe- 
ther I  live  in  the  Ufe  of  Means  or 
no  •,  and  therefore  v\7hether  they  have 
decreed,  that  I  fliall  have  a  Son,    or 
have  4eterminM  tlie  contrary,  no  car- 
nal  CopuLition    will    ever    have    the 
deih-ed   fifea. 

But  as  'lis  highly  abfurd  to  refufe 
Pliyiick,  which  is  the  ui'ual,  and  pro- 
per Method,  for  the  Recovery  of  our 
Bodily  Flealtli  ■:  So  'tis  no  lefs  ab- 
furd, to  abilain  from  Carnal  Copu- 
lanon,  if  a  Perfon  be  defirous  of  a 
Ch.ld,  fince  >tis  the  ordinaiy,  and  pro- 
pei^  Mefiiod  of  Humane  Generation. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Things  I  mention,  becaufetlie 
profound     CelJMs    has     the    foilowinc^ 
Words,  If  Chnji  rvas  God^  ap^d  didreiZily 
foretell  thefi    T.hings  you    tdk   of    the-'i 
muft  wfilhhly  come  to psjs^  ^t  the  f  redact- 
ed Time,     For  I  deny,  that  they  muft 
dYecejjdrsIy  .corns  to  pals,    fince    'twas' 
poffible  for  'em  to  have  had  a  quite 
contrary  Event.    But  if  he,  only  means, 
that  Divine   Pr^isicience   clo'3,  in  fbrna 
fence,  iieceflltate  the  Event,  I  readily 
grant  it,  and  this  I  think,  I  may  vigo- 
roufly  maintain,  and  at  the  fame  TiiTid 
aifert,    that    \was  very  poffible,  that 
Matters  might  havehappenM  odiervvifei 
Bat  I  think,  he's  far  from,  proving  whac 
he  boldly  alferted,  viz.  Tha'  o;%she  Su^-^ 
fofirlon  of  the  Divine  Pr^fcience  of  our 
Saviour^  "^ttvlR  NAturallj  foUp^^  tha.t  hi 
m^de    his  Dlfciples  turn  Traitors ,    ^^d 
Cowards  J  and  fo  was  justly  chargeable  with 
tkeir  aaord^uated  Guilt, 
-    ^Tis  trne^.  that  fince  the   Heart   of 
J/id^s  was, as  it  were,  Open,  and  Tranf- 
parent  to  his  AU-piercirig  Eyes,    our 
Bjeired  Lord  was  fully  apprized  of  the 
HeUifh  Defign,  which  he  had  form VI, 
and  pLiinly  perceived,  that  the  Refpeft 
which  he  had  for  his  Mailer,  was  not 
luiBcient,  to  iecure  him,  from  the   Fa- 
tal impreffion   of  a  covetous  Dilpoil- 
tion.    'I'his  made  bim  lay  thofe  Words, 
with  an  Eye  to  Judds_j  he   tha;  dhfe^/y 

'f  3  his 
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his  H.mds  vpith  we  in  the  Dijh^  the  pirns 

Take  Notice  farther  of  the  Abfur- 
dsty,  and  Failliood,  of  what  Celfsu: 
fays,  '7V/  urjufudl^  fays  he,  for  Per- 
Joz-js  to  bttritj  their  Fr tends ,  to  whofe 
T^hle  they  Ate  welcome^  jet  hire  iver^ 
A   God  u  fuffos*d  to   he   hetrafd. 

On  the  contrary ,  'tis  too  well 
known,  that  Perfons,  who  have  been 
engaged,  by  the  moft  Sacred,  and 
endearing  Tyes,  have  often  and  rngft 
fiiamefully  betray'd  their  intimate 
friends,     and       liberal     Benefadors. 

The  Hiliories  both  of  the  Greeks^ 
^nd  BdrbariMr^s  do  furnilh  us  with  a- 
bandant  laftanccs  of  the  fore-oien- 
tionM  Pra£licc, 

This  is  what  the  famous  Poet,  who 
dwek  ac  Fsros^    and  is    fo   nnuch  ad- 
tiiir'd  for  his  lambick  verfcs,  reproaches^ 
LycMmhe  with.  For  fpeaking  of  his  in- 
trenching   on  the    Laws  of  civil  con- 
verfation,  he  fa)S, 
Afchi-      JhoH  hxjl  dtjjolv'^d  the  Sscred  Bdftd  of 
^'"^^^^^ Friendfhif^  and  Art  I\'otoriou[ty  guilty  of 
the  bdjejt   Tre«.chsry^ 

Ba:  for  the  fuller  Confirmation  of 
my  ArgiJmenr,  I  ilia  11  refer  theReader 
to  them ,  who  have  applyM  their 
Minds  to  tlic  Srudy  of  Hiftory,  both 
Sa-reJ,  and  Prophane. 


Then 
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Then  Celfm^  as  if  he  had  undeni- 
able Arguments,  for  what  he  ofFers, 
has  the  iollowing  W^ords^  iWy  a  GOD 
^  (  whtch  highly  d^gravdUs  the  M fitter  ) 
is  fuppos\i^  to  tmrtnch  ufon  the  Rules 
of  Civil  it j^^  dnd  cor^.moff  I'rierjdjhip^  a?^d 
to  mske  his  Dijciples  turn  Trattgurs , 
it^d  CoiVArds^ 

But  this  is  more  than  he  can  evcf 
prove,  unlefs  we  myft  allow  the  Con- 
lequenee,  which  he  draws,  to  be  Na- 
tural, and  )uft,  which  I  am  lure  is 
fo  very  weak,  that  any  Child  alaioft 
wou'd  fee  thro'  it,  and  be  ready  to 
expofc  it. 


Chap.     XV  li. 


THEN  fays  Celfu^y  If  your  Ssvi-^ 
our  fijft^f^'^d  freely^  in  Obedience  to 
"-'^  Heavenly  father  ^  "'tis  fUin^  th^t 
fiHce  you  fxy  th^t  he  X9^  GOD,  And  that 
his  Sujferings  were  entirely  voluntary^  you 
mufi  aeknotvledge ,  "^twas  imfcfflhle ,  that 
in  the  midfi  of  his  fuppos^d  Agonies ,  he 
jbou^d  hsve  h/dfo  quick  a  Stnje  of  P^w, 

T  I  But 
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But  here,  tho'  he  don't  perceive  it, 
'lais  Words  imply  a  pkiin ,   and   very 
grbfs  Coatradi£lion.     For  he  will  not 
deny,  that  our  Saviour  fufferM  freely, t* 
'in  Obedience  to  his  Father,  and  then 
certkinly   he    mult   feel   fome    Pain, 
'which  is  infep'arabk  from  the   Notion 
that  we    have  of  SufFcrinff ;  fince  'tis 
very  "li'ngrateful   to  Flefli  and  Blood, 
as    h^'^ciin'c    b^    know,  and    is   not 
eafily  reconcird ,   ev% ._  tb    the   calm 
I)i£tates  .\of  impartiar  ^Reafori.  •"  A^^*^ 
If  hq  thinks  that    all    Sence    of  Tain 
is   iiTiKiediately  excluded,  w'here  there 
is  a  partial,  or    ev^n  an  entire  Con- 
fcnt  of  the  Humane   Will,  why  do's 
lie   acknowledge  that  our   Saviour  e- 
yer  fuii\:rM  ?  In  Truth  he  hadn't  re= 
feoibPd     us    ^>     ail  Things^  Sm     only 
excepted  J    had    he    atTuniM    the    Hu- 
mane  Nature,  without    thofc    many 
Infirmities^  and    Miferics,  which    are 
its  common,   and    almoft  infeparable 
Attendants. 

So  that  after  his  Volant ^iry  Inctr- 
p^tion\  he  was  under  fome  Sort  of 
Nece.irity:Ho  fuffer,  and  in  fome  Re- 
ipeds  Jftlte.  Calamities  to  which  he 
was  exposed ,  were  occafion'd  by  the 
Malict^'''-and^  unwearied  Endeavours 
^f  his  eruei  Enemies, 

'         And 
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And  indeed ,  as  I  h^ve  already 
fliown,  if  he  hadn\  glv'n  iiis  Con- 
lent,  it  had  been  impoffib!-;; ,  that 
One  who.  was  GOD  as  wdl  as  Man 
IhouM  iufter,  but  lie  wilimgly  ^  and 
ev'n  cheaifuliy  cnibracVi  the  moft 
paiaib!,  and  fhameial  Death,  kom 
a  deep,  and  molt  aftecting  Senfe 
of  the  vaft  Advantage,  that  wou'd 
'redound  from  it  ^  to  a  degenerate 
World. 

Then  Celfi^^  granting  what  he 
woiiM  feeni  to  deny,  has  the  foliow- 
iJig  Words  ,  Pray  why  dffs  he  make 
fuch  horrid  ComfUints^  and  jo  e&rrit'sily 
dedre,^  thfJ  his  Suffer  tugs  tnAj  he  p:e^ 
"vemed  1  For  he  jajs^  F^ther^  ij  it  he 
foffikie^  let  this    Cup  pafs  from  me^ 

But  hei*e  Celfi^s  do's  plainly,  and 
not  a  little  .  difcover  his  impotent 
Malice,  agamil:  the  BleiTed  FoLUider 
of  our  molt  Holy  Religion.  For  - 
inftead  of  admiring  tke  remafkable 
Integrity ,  which  appears  in  the 
Writings  of  the  Evan^elifts,  (  who 
might ,  if  they  had  pleas'd  ,  have  o- 
mitced  this  palTage,  wdiich  he  thinks 
do's  make  fo  much  for  the  Intereft 
he  efpoufes,  but  were  inducM 
by  feveral  very  urgent  Motives,  to 
relate  it  )  I  fay  mitead  of  admiring  the 
T  4.  Sence 
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the    remarkable   Integrity,  which  ap- 
pears  in    the   Writings    of  the  Evau- 
gelifts ,    he    takes    their  Words   in   a 
Sencc ,  in    which    they  never   under- ; 
ftood  'em,  and   adds    fome    Things, 
that  arc  owing  to  his  own  Invention, 
and    takes    no    Notice  of    what  im- 
nied.arely  follows,    from  whence    he 
might   have    IcarnM,  how  fubmifTive 
our  Saviour  was,    to  the    All-difpo- 
fing   Will    of.  his   ETERNAL   FA- 
THER,    Neverthsltfs^  fays  he,    not  as 
I  wf/'Iy    hut  as    thou  tvilf.     And   Cfi/ff<s 
feem^    to    have    never  read   thole    0- 
ther   Words,  f  which    plainly    (liew, 
.  how  fubmiffive  a  Temper  our  Bleifed 
Lord    dilcoverM  ,  under  all  the  grie- 
vous   Calamities,    which    his  Father 
was  pltas'd    to  bring  upon  him,  y  I 
meaa  thofe  Words  of   6'f.  Mathevv  , 
%Ut.  26,  NeTerthelefs    ft     this     Cup    c/irmot    psfs 
'    y '  ^^'{rom    me  ^  not   tHj     Willy    but  thins   he 

Here  Ceffifs  aSs  the  Pare  of  thof^^ 
who  horribiy  pervert  the  Scriptures, 
and  arc  not'afham^d,  to  do  it  in   {he 

moil  open  Mjinner. 

Our    Adverfaries    frequently    take 
Notice    ui    thofe    Words,  J    kiUy  and 

P'^'*  ^^' reproach  us  with  'em,  but  they  will- 
'  '  ^^^  fuily  oi^erlooii:    the  foUowing  Words^ 

i  md?  aUv^  which  .Pallagc  of  Scrip- 
'■  ^'  '^     •■  '   ^    ■'"''  ■  '        ■  ture 
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turc  plainly  intimates  to  us ,  that 
tho'  God  do's  deftroy  all  them,  who 
live  in  a  Courfe  of  Rebei)ioa  againft 
him,  and  are  horrid  Plagues  to  their 
Native  Country  ;  yet  at  leiigih  he 
will  make  'em  Partakers  of  a  Spiritu- 
al, and  Glorious  Life,  fuch  a  one  as 
will  make  ^m  trample  upjn  itiis 
lower,  and  perilhing  Vvorld,  with  the 
g-eaeci]-  Difdain  imaginable. 

I'hcy  take  Notice  of  thole  Wordi^  - 
1  w^/i  fmite    hm  ^    but    the   following  I  fa-  57, 
Words,   I  wsE  md  him  j    are   whoUy     ^^'^  ^l 
di  {regarded. 

Here  God  is  reprefected  to  us,  as 
aftios"  the  Part  of  a  moit  SkJiul 
Phyficiao,  who  makes  grievous,  and 
often  deep  Incifions,  inco  the  Fieib 
of  his  Patients,  not  widi  a  Dciign 
to  do  k  any  Prejudice,  ot*  put  ^cm 
to  any  needleis  Fain,  but  to  remove 
the  Caufe  of  their  Bodily  jndifpouti- 
on,  and  that  which  .keeps  them  in  a 
low,  and  languiliimg    Condition. 

They  take  Notice  of  thofe  Words, 
He  m^kes  fore^  but  thoie  Words,  ani 
hhds  idp^  are    not  menrionM    by  .'cm. 

So  Ceifhs  dwjells  on  thofe  Word$ 
of;  oar  Saviour,  Fjtthir^  If  /;  te  nqffwU^ 
let  this  Hup  pafs  from,  me  ;  But  don't 
mention  the  Icail:  Svilabie  of  the 
fQliQwing  WofdSj  which  plainly  d\i- 
cover  the    entire  Rell^nation    of  our 
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Bleffed    Lord   to    his    Father's  Com- 
manding, and    all-difpofing   Will. 

Here   a    large  Field   of    Difcoiufe 
prefents  ic    felf ,  which  wouM    be  of 
coniiderable  Service,    to  thole,  whom 
St.  Pdul  calls  perfe£t,  We  preach  IVtf 
dom^  fays  he,    to   them    th&t   are  ^er- 

But  this  I  fhall  referve  to  a  more 
convenient  Sea(on,  and  a  more  pro- 
per Place  5  and  only  perhaps  )uft 
touch  upon   it,  as  I  paCs  along. 

I  have  already,  and  I  think  more 
than^  once  obferv'd ,  that-  fometimes 
our  Saviour^s  Expreffions  muit  be 
underftood  of  tlie  Ferfon  of  th€ 
^10}/©-,  the  firft  born  of  the  Creati- 
on, as  for  Inftance,  when  he  fays, 
1  am  the  W^y  ^  the  Tr^th  ^  and  the 
Lfffj  and  fometimes  mufl-  .be  re- 
ftraiifd  to  his  Humane  Nature,  as 
when  he  fays,  Te  Jiek  to  kill  me ^  m, 
Mun  th&t  has  told  you  the  Trtith^  which 
I  have   heard  of  God, 

So  in .  the  Cafe  which  is  now  be- 
fore ns ,  we  mufl  underitand  him 
fpeaking  as  a  Man ,  difcovering  at 
once  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Fieili , 
and  the  "Wiilincrnefs  of  the  Spirit, 
the  former  in  thofe  Words,  Father  tf 
it  be  -pOjfible^  let  this  Cup  ^nfs  jrom  me^ 
and   ilie  latter  in  thofo    Words,  AV 
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'verthdejs  ?>ot  my  Will  hwt  thtne  be  do?ie. 
Arid  ^lis  obTcrvable,  that  he  FVe.f^ins 
with  thofc  Words,  which  arc  a  plahi 
Indication  of  the  Weakneis  "-'i  the 
Fielh ,  and  concludes  with  thofe, 
which  diicover  the  WillinoneiS  of 
the  Spirit ,  and  the  latter  are  ofrnelt 
repeated  by  him, 

Befidcs,  'tis  worthy  o?  our  Notice, 
that  he  don't  djoluttly  pray,  Let  this 
Cup  pdjs  jror;';  ??Hj  but  expreifes  a  moft 
profound  Submiffion  to  his  Father's 
Will,  ill  the  following  Words,  i/'  it 
be  fDjJJhle. 

lam  not  infenfible,  I  confefs^  that 
Jbme     interpret    thole     Words    after 
the  following    Manner ,  that    oar  Sa- 
viour    forefeeing      what     Calamities 
\you'd   befai    the   City    of  Jerufdem  ^ 
and  not  only   lO   but  the  whole  Na- 
tion of  the  Jii^y^s^  on  the  Account  of 
that   unjuft  and  barbarous  X-r^^^Wcnc 
lie  fhou'd  meet  with  at  their  Hands,. 
had-    fuch   a    tender   Compaflion ,  for 
this  iiniul,  and  mifetable  People,  that 
lie  defirM  to  be  excused  from  SuiteN 
iog;  that  he  might  prevent  ^em,  from 
bemg    forfak'n    of  God^  and    exposed 
to  ihoie  thrcatning  Calamities,  whicli 
he  bed  in  View, 

^''  And  then  'tis  as  if  he  bad  laid, 
^'  (ince  the  ^ews  ^  upon  my  SDifehng, 
?•'  will  be  fadlv  left  bv  that  God.  who 

once 
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•*  once  took 'cm  into  his  fpecial  Prq* 
"  teftion^and  put 'em  under  fo  happy 
^'  a  Government^  as  that  oi  dLTheocrncj^ 
*'  I  defire,    if  it   be  pofTible ,  that   this 
^'  Cup  may  eicape  me.  "  Heftdesif  our 
Saviour's    Suftcrmgs    put    him  to   no 
Pain  at  all,  as  Celjus  wou'd  fain  have 
us  to  believe,  it  was  impoflible  they 
lliou'd,  upon  our  own  Hypothbfis ;  I 
fhou'd  be    glad   to   know,    how    hp 
cou'd  fee  his  Followers  a  bright  Ex- 
ample ,   of  Patience  under   the   mofl 
grievous   Sufferings ,    for  the  Sake  of 
their  moft  Holy  Religion* 


Chap.     XVIII, 

'^TpHEN  Celfus's  Jew  accufes  our 
X  Saviour's  DiPciples  of  Impofture, 
Ton  impofe  on  m  ,  fays  he ,  mth  4 
Compd»y  of  Old  Wives  FMes  ,  jW 
iMfi^f  the  Sence,  to  give  \m  ih^  hsji 
Colour  of  Reafoff^  to  recommeni  ^em  to 
the  World* 

To  this  I  anfwer,  the  Evangehfts 
cou'd  cafily  have  omitted  thefe  Things, 
if  they  had  pleas'd,  and  then  there  had 
'   '   ^         *  been 
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been  no  Room  for  this  horrid  Slander. 
For  how  cou'd  eur  Enemies,  unlcfs 
tl>ey  wouM  invent  Fictions,  out  of 
their  own  fruitful  Brain,  reproach  us, 
with  fuch,  and  fnch  ExprelTions  of 
our  Saviour ,  during  his  moft  bitter 
PafTion,  if  the  Evangclifts  had  fuffer'd 
'em,  as  it  were,  to  lleep  in  an  eter- 
nal Silence?  ^ 

And  Celfu^  wasn't  fcnfiblc,  that 
'twas  morally  impoflible  for  'em,  to 
allow  'emfclvcs  to  be  tamely  deluded, 
in  the  Affair  of  the  Hiftory  of  our 
Blcffed  Saviour,  fo  as  to  be  prevailed 
with,  to  look  upon  him  to  be  no 
Icfs  than  a  God,  and  the  very  Per- 
fon  that  was  fo  frequently  ,  and  fo 
exprcfly  Foretold  by  the  Jfrvijb 
Prophets  ,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
be  convinced  in  their  Confcicnccs, 
that  all  that  they  writ  concerning 
him  (at  leaft  what  fccm'd  to  favour 
him  )  was  made  up  of  Fictions,  that 
were  entirely  owing  to  their  fruit- 
ful,   but  unhappy  Invention. 

But  'tis  plain,  that  either  they  were 
Men  of  Integrity,  and  publifh'd  no- 
thing, but  what  they  firmly  believ'd 
was  true,  or  elfe  their  Gofpels  are  filPd 
with  trifling  Fictions  of  their  own,  and 
bv  Confcqucnce,  they  cou'dn't  pofli- 
bly  be  perfwaded  in  thetrAlinds,  that 
cur  Saviour  was  a  GOD. 

Then 


^ 


7  8       Qrigen  agaioll:  Celjm. 

Then  CelftiPs  Jew  aflerts,  That  ev^n 
fome  of'  the  Chrijtians  ,  (  like  Men  that 
are  intoxicated  by-  the^  Fumes  of  l¥ine^ 
and  dorPt  ?mnd  At  all  what  they  fxy , 
or  do^  have  alter'^d  the  Original  Text 
of  the  Gojpels  ,  fo  that  they  may  ad- 
mit of  uariotis^  and  almofi  ii'^ finite 
B.eadings^  And  this^  ^  f^pP^j^f  ^^^y  ^^^ 
out  cf  Humane  Policy ,  that  when  we 
prefs  "^em  ho?ne  with  an  Argmnent^  they 
might  have  the  larger  Scope^  for  thetr 
Vttiful  Evajlons, 

But  for  my  Part,  I  confefs,  I  know 
no  Changes,  tliat  the  Original  Text 
of  the  Goi'pels  has  ever  undergone, 
iinlcfs  by  Means  of  the  Followers  of 
Marc 1 0/7^  I^alentin/^s  and  Lucian,  Be- 
lidcs  'tisa't  fair  at  all,  to  charge  fach^ 
a  Thing  as  this  upon  the  .  Chnftiaa 
PveUgion,  as  a  Qniuej  and  unworthy 
of  its  pretended  Purity,  buc  thole 
Perfons  who  were  concern'd  in  thu 
Facl,  ought  by  all  the  Laws  of  Ju- 
ftice  10  anfwer  for  it. 

And  as  ^tis  no  folid,  tho'  a  plau- 
^  fible,  and  popular  Argument,  againft 
the  Heathen  Fhilelbphy,  that  SophiBs^ 
Epicureans^  and  Fenpateticks  have  usM 
their  utmoft  Endeavours ,  to  delude 
the  Vv'orld,  with  their  falfe,  and  dan- 
gerous Opinions:    So  ^cis  no  convin- 


cing 
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cing  i^rgutinenc  againft  thx  Triuh  of 
the  Cbnfliar  Religicn,  that  feme  Rr- 
fcns  have  had  the  hcind  Impuderce 
to  cOx^rupt  the  Gofpels  themfelves  , 
and  fo  have  givVj  sn  unhappy  Rife 
to  numerous^  and  moft  impious  He- 
re fies. 


Chap.     XIX. 


^'PHEN  Celfm' s  Jew  Ends  Fault 
-L  with  the  Chriftians  again ,  for 
mifapplying,  as  he  fondly  imagines  , 
the  Scnpcure-Prophecies  to  our  Blef- 
fcd  Saviour.  But  I  think^  I  have  fpoke 
fufficiently  to  this  Point  ah'eady. 

Befides ,    if  the  Convifliion  of   his 
Reader  was  the  End  which  he  pro- 
posM  to  himfelf,    he  ought    to  have 
giv'n  us  a  Key,  for  the  right  under- 
ilanding  of  the  Jewifi  Prophecies,  and 
might  have  offered,  one  wouM  think, 
fomc  folid   Reafons ,    why    they    can 
by  no  Means  be  lairly  acccm.micdated 
to  our  Sdviour^  and  really  he  needn't 
have  been  fo  fparing  of  his  Tim.e,  and 
Strength,    in  examining  a  Matter  of 
iiich  vaft   Inipoitance^  and  efpecially, 

fince 


8o       Origen  againfl  Celfm. 

fince  he  confidently  affirms,  that  there 
are  Abundance  of  Ferfons,  to  whom 
the  Prophecies- might  more  fitly  b^ 
apply  M. 

But  Celfus^  it  feems,  isn't  fenfible  at 
^11,  that  tho'  fuch  extravagant  Dif- 
courfe  as  this  might  become  one,  who 
is  an  utter  Stranger  to  the  Prophetick 
Oracles  j  yet  'tis  very  improper,  to 
come  from  the  Mouth  of  any  rational, 
and  fober  Jew, 

Indeed,  a  Perfon  of  the  fore-mert- 
tionM  Characler,  will  do  what  lyes 
in  his  Power,  to  evade  the  Interpre- 
tations of  Scripture,  which  we  Chn- 
ftians  give  ,  but  iic'Jl  never  grant 
what  Leljm  fays,  ^'/^.  That  there  are 
Ahuninnce  of  Ferfons^  to  whom  the  Pro- 
phecies nmy  more  jitlj  he  ^Pplfd ,  than 
to  our   Blejfeit   S^vwar, 

I  have  already  obfervM,  that  the 
Prophets  fpaak  of  a  twofold  Coming 
of  the  Mefliah,  io  tliat  'tis  need  lets 
for  me,  to  anfwer  the  pretended  Jew^ 
when  he  fays,  The  Prophets  refrefent 
the  Ahffixh ,  04  a  mighty  Prince ,  arid 
Soveraign  oj  th^  Univerje, 
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H  A  T  he  adds,  that  God  never '^ 
defign'^d  to  bring  fo  gre At  a  PUgnei 
u pern  the  PVorldy    as  the  LhriftUn  Reli^X 
gton^  do's  ftrongly  favour  of  the  Ma-- 
lice  of  an  inveterate  j^^n?,  who  fupplies 
his  Want  of  B.ealbn,  by  a  vaft  Stock 
of  Impudence,  thai:  he  has- always  by 
him.     But  I  xiefy   Celfn^  ^  and  alj  the 
Men  in  the  World,  to  prove^  that  a 
Doftrine,  introducM  by  one,  who  re- 
elaiiTiM  fo   many    Perfons,    from    the 
molt  fcandalous  Vices,  and  eiteclually-. 
engaged  'em,  to  enter  upoa  a  vircuous*. 
Courfe  of  Lifb;  did  defer ve  fo  fcoro- 
ful  a  Title  ,    as  that   which:,  the  Jf^v^ 
bellows  upon  our  Holy  •  Religion. 

Cel[t^s  addswith  equal  Inadvertent* 
cy,  No  one^  fays  he,  but  a.  M^d  Mim^. 
TPGu^d  take  your  Saziwur  to  be    God^  or 
the  Son  of  God  j     who  inHead  of  CArrj" 
tng  the  aweful  Stamp  of  Dtvi/^ity^    bore 
all  the   M&yks   of  Irfmrj    ar^d   Djigrase^^ 
and    efpecialli  fince   ihi^  DociYine   to  en-- 

Y  tirely 
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tirelj  built  onfomeforo^dy  and  ev^n  ridu 
culom  lntn^reta.iions  of  iScri^ture, 

But  he  ought  to  produce  feme  In-^ 
ftanccs  of  thefe  forced  Interpretations, 
which  he  talks  of,  and  thefc  i^arks 
of  Infamy  (  as  he  thinks  )  which  do  la 
much  difguft  him,  and  let  us  fee,  what 
it  is,  that  he  has  to  offer  againft  us, 
that  fo  the  Chriftians  might  return 
him  a  fatisfaclory,  or  at  Icaft  a  fuf- 
licicnt  Anfwer,  if  they  thought  the 
Matter  did  require  it. 

He  iavs,  That  as  the  Su77^  enl'tght^ 
niffg  every  Thing  'bj  its  piercing  Rays , 
d0^s  immediately  difcover  it  jelf  to  us  ^ 
by  the  gloriotts  Light ^  which  it  trarjfmits^ 
aver  the  )vhole  Sphere  by  turns  :  So  jout 
pretended  Saviour^  hitd  he  been  Gody  or 
the  Sort  of  God^  wou^d  hsve  rtfembVd 
th\%t  gloriom  Luminary, 

This  \¥C  fay,  believe,  know,  and 
can  prove,  he  did.  For  when  he  came 
into  the  World,  or  which  is  the  fame 
Thing,  wliea  the  Sun  of  Righteouf- 
neis  did  but  begin  to  Ihinc,  and  its 
.  dazHng  Rays  were  intercepted,  by  a 
dark,  and  fuiien  Cloud,  juftice  feera'd 
to  regain  its  native  Seat,  the  Neigh- 
ing of  Horfes,  the  Clangor  of  Trum- 
pecs,  tlie  Clalliing  of  Arms,   and  the 

piercing 


Origen  againft  CeJjm.       8  3 

the  piercing  Groans  of  Sick ,  and 
Wounded  f erlbns  were  heard  no 
more  ;  but  a  wonderful,  and  happy 
Calm  fucceeded  the  late  difmal  Con- 
fufions.  The  Alt-wife  GOD  fo  or- 
dered Matters,  that  he  prepared  the 
Way,  for  the  Succcfs  of  the  Gofpcl , 
by  iubjeOiing  entire  Nations!  to  ih@ 
RomA»  Empire^  that  fo  our  Saviour^s 
Apoftles  might  not  be  hindcr'd  ,  as 
otherwifc  they  might  have  been,  iii 
obferving  the  Orders  ,  which  their 
Bleffed  Lord  had  giv'n  'em,  to  teach 
all  Nations.  For  how  wouM  this 
have  been  praQ:icabl(i,  ( I  wo'n't  fay 
cafy  to  be  done )  if  People  of  diffe* 
rent  Countries  had  livM  under  Princes 
of  their  own,  had  wanted  a  mutual, 
and  fair  Correlpondence,  and  had  not 
liv'd  under  •  the  Jurifdiftioa  of  the 
Roman  Emperors. 

'Tis  very  well  known,  that  our 
Saviour  was  born,  in  the  Reign  of 
the  Emperor  Juguflus,  who  brought 
the  greatefl:  Part  of  the  World  under 
the  Roman  Yoak ,  and  made  Man- 
kind, almoft,  as  it  were,  one  Body 
Politick. 

This  manifeftly  ,  and  greatly  con- 
duct to  the  Spreading  of  the  GofpeJ, 
not  only,  as  it  laid  a  Foundation  for 
a  Freedom  of  Commerce ,  but  alfo 
as  it  happily  prevented  thofe  dread- 

Y  2  ful 
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ful  WarSj  which,  we  have  Reafon  to 

beli^\^.05.  ^vuu'cl  .unavoidably  have  hap- 
pen'E,  if  airtKe  Nations  of  the  Earth 
hadn't  been  united,  under  one  com- 
mo.:  Empire.  For  before  the  .Reign 
oi  Augujf^fs^  the  Jt,jei^^ta,vs  wagM  War 
with  the  PtlGj/un^c(iaHSj  aad  many  Pa- 
rallel Inftaaces  ,  if  itl  were  ncedfal , 
iBight  safily  be  proclucM  from  Hifto- 
ry.  And  the  ftrift,  and  molt  peace- 
ful Religion ,  which  the  Chriiliaas 
embrace,  wouM  never,  in  all  Proba- 
bility ,  have  been  efiabiiili'd  in  the 
World,  as,  Bieffed  be  God,  it  is,  if 
our  Saviour  Iiadn't  been  feafonably 
born  ,.  in  a  Time  of  profound,  and 
•    iiniverfal  Tranquility. 

Then  Celftii  fays,  That  the  Chripid?9S 
dre  ouilty  of  rvreuhed  Sophilrrj ,  when 
they  hdve  the  Cofijider/ce  to  fay ,  that 
he^  whom  they  affirm^  to  he  the  Son  of 
G'od,  yvas  the  VERY  ETERNAL 
W  O  R  D.  And  he  thinks  this^jSisUI^- 
an[\verable. 

'  B€Uu(i    f"  fay's  he  )    inflead  oj  that 
Purs ,    a^fd   Holy   Word ,   which  tve  e<x- 


D^js  upon  a  CrafSy   ivhich    v^^s   cert  airily 
the  moji  jb'tfneftil ,    m   iveA    ^    fainjul 

Deaths 
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Death  ^    tk&t  he  co^d  ^o(fibly  h^ve  fuf'- 

But  this  Objeciion  has  been  already 
anfwer'd,  and  I  have  plainly,  ihew^d, 
that    The    Firji-born   of  evsry    Creature 
was    pleasM  to  ajjume  a  HimM?$  Bodi,, 
and  Soul  J  that  at  the  Creation  of  th.e 
World,  God  gave  a  pofitive^  and  ftrifl: 
Commandj   and  the  PerfoOj  who  was 
concerned  in  its  honourable,  and  fpeedy 
Execution ,    was    no    other   than  the 
L  IF  IN  Q,  and  CO'E  TE  R  NA  L 
WORD.  / 

And  fioce  my  B.arine6.at   prefent 
is  to  talk  to  a  pretended  Jen^  I  fliall 
quote  a  Paffage  out  of  the  Old  Tcira- 
ment,    viz..  He  fint  HIS  IV  OR  D  ^Pfa  1,107  , 
affd  hsdPd  "^em^  and  deliver'^d  "^em  from     ^'  2o« 
their    Desfru5fions. 

What  CV/W  addSj  in  the  Perfon  of 
a  Jew^  ThAt  if  this  was  the-VVord^  that 
was  the  Son  of  God^  we  heartily  agree 
tvithyou^  is  more  tiian  I  ever  heard  any 
Jeiv  acknowledge  J  tho'  I  have  fre- 
quently conversM,  and  difputed,  with 
their  moft  Celebrated  Doftors. 

I  have  already  prov'd ,  that  our 
BleiTed  Saviour  was  no  Magician^  nor 
Vile  ImfoHor^  and  I  don't  think  fit,  to 
imitate  Celfm  ^  in  his  frequent,  and 
ridiculous  Tautologies: 

y  3  Chap. 
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Chap.     XXI. 

IE  T  us  fee  now,  what  he  has  tq 
J  fay  ,  againft  the  Account  w^ 
have,  of  the  Genealogy  of  our 
SAVIOVR. 

Here  oije  wouM.  think ,   he  mights . 
fcifonably    have  mentioned  the    Dif-   , 
putes,  that  the^hrilti^ns  themfelves 
have   often    had ,    by  reafon  of   the 
feeming  Difagreement ,  that  there   is 
between  the  feveral  Evangelifts  ,   in 
this  important  Affair.     But  with  all 
his  profound  Knowledge  of  the  My- 
ileries    of    our    Holy    Religion  ,    he 
hadn't  fo  much  Policy,  it  feems,  a§ 
that  wouM  amount  to. 

He  fays  ,    This  Genealogy  \    which  ^ 
ft  feems^  u  orderly  traced  up^  to  the  re^ 
futed  Parent  of  !rUnkind^  4nd  According 
$Q  which   your  pretended  Sjfvionr  ivas  of 
the    Hopourdbk   Lisi^    of    the    Jewifh 

KJ^^Z^^    ^'^  ^  fi^^  I^'vcntion^  to  procure 

htm  greater  Kjndmfs^  d^nd   Kefpe^^from 

^thoje     iveak    Perfons/^    rvho    jvou'^d   he  jk 

^tfd/j/tw.^  as  tQ  fdke  my  Notice  of  him. 

And 
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j4ffd  (  fays  he  J  ''tis  a  littU  '  odd.  in- 
deed  (  but  the  Chriftians  o&n  [iPallow  arty 
Tbir?g  )  th^t  the  Carpenter'i  Wife  was 
dejcended^  jrom  fo  Noble  a  Race  ^  &nd^ 
which  is  n;ore  un.iccouyn:ihU  ,  th^t  jhe 
her  felf  jboa^d  k/ww  nothing  of  the 
Matter. 

But  pray  what's  tins  to  th^  Affair  . 
in  Hand  ?  Suppofe  llie  was  igno- 
rant J  that  fhe  came  from  a  Noble 
FaHiily,  what  I  befeech  you,  can  you 
infer  from  thence,  to  the  Frqudice  of 
Chriftianiiy  ?"  Might  it  not  be  true, 
that  {lie  was  remotely  defcended,  from 
the  common  Parents  of  Mankind,  and 
more  immediately  from  the  Kings 
of  Judahy  whether  Ihe  knew  it,  or 
no  ? 

And  perhaps  Ce/fus  thinks,  that  all 
the  Anceitors  of  a  Perfon ,  who  is 
opprefs'd  v/ith  Poverty  ,  muft  of 
Courfe  refemble  him  in  Condition, 
and  that  all  the  Aflceftors  of  a  King 
did  infallibly  attain  to  Rojal  Dignity, 
But  'twouM  be  Lofs  of  Time,  to  re- 
turn an  Anfwer,  to  fuch  ridiculous 
Pifcourfe  as  this.  For  the  Age  in 
which  our  Lot  is  caft,  will  furnifh 
us  ,  with  innumerable  Inftances  of 
Perfons,  whojcame  of  a  Rich  ,  and 
J^oble  Family,  and  yet  by  fome  un* 
liappy  Accident,  or  other,  were  foon 
V  -^  reducM 
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reduced  to  a  much  tneaner  Condition? 
.than  that  of   the  Virgin   Mary  ^    the 
Jviother  of  ourJSLE55£p  LORD, 
and    on    the 'contrary ,    they    whofe 
'^^.utw^rd  Circumftances  were  former- 
ly'; very  aicpnfiderable,  have  been  ad- 
vanc'ci,    by  fome  Sudden,   and   Re- 
liable Tarn  of  Providtnce,    'o  che 
-  ■ '-  ?h«;h  of  Exteinai  Grandeur.  * 


Chap.      XXIL 


'^T^  HEN  he  asks,  in  his  Cavilling 
X  Way,  Ftaj  rvhm  did  your  Jefus 
ever  do ,  that  rva^  truly  Great  ,  md 
Any  Way  Worthy  of  a  God  ?  Did  he 
baffle  his  Enemies^  and  difconcerp  their 
mofi  Politick  Meafures  ? 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  we  are  told 
in  the  Gofpels,  that  the  Earth  lliook, 
the  Rocks  were  rent,  the  Graves 
were  open^^ij  the  Vail  of  the  Temple 
v/as  reot  in  two,  the  Sun  fufferM  -^n 
Eclipfe  J  and  the  Earth  was  covered 
with  thick  Darknefs  ,'.,fy'n  fuch  as 
piidit  be  hit.    Thefe.  wer@  fome   of 
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the  Jiveful  Circ^r/^Jla^ces  ,  that  at- 
tended the  moft  bitter  P^^jjion  of  our 
Ble^jea  Lord.  And  I  think ,  CelfiM 
wou'd  have  difcoverM  much  more 
of  an  ingenuous  Temper;,  iF  inftead 
of  relying  on  the  Authority  of  the 
Evangehfts,  only  when  they  offer  any 
Thing,  that  makeSj  as  he  thinks,  for 
the  Caufe,  which  he  efpoufes,  he  had 
either  wholly  rejected  t!ie  Goipels  , 
or  elfe  wholly  admitted  'em,  and  had 
but  thankfully  admir'd  the  Am^zang 
CondeUen^wn  of  the  '  £vT  £  R  N  A  'L 
IV  0  R  Dy  who  wiiiiogly  became  i/;- 
cdrna,te  ^  with  this  great  Defign  ,  to 
recover  a  Degenerate  World  ,  from 
the  fad  Ruines  of  their  Firft  Apo- 
ftacy.  - 

Aoother  very  confiderable  Circum- 
ftance,  that  makes  for  the  Honour  of 
our  B/eJfed  Saviour  is  this,  'u^z.  That 
'ev'n  at  this  Diftance  of  Time,  His 
NAME  .has  fuch  an  Admirable  Vu'- 
tue,  that  it  infaUibly,  and  eafily  cures 
the  moil:  dangerous  Diilempers,  both 
of  Body,  and  Mind.  And  as  for  the 
Sympathy,  which  the  Sun,  if  I  may 
fo  fay^  difcoverM,  when  the  Sun  of 
P^ighteournefs  it  feif  w^as  futfering  a 
more  dreadful  Eciipfe.,  which  hap- 
penM  in  the  Reign  oi  the  Emperor 
'fiberipii  ;  and  as  ibr  the  ftupid  Earth, 
which  trembi'd^  when  the  God  of  ' 
'■^  ^   -        <      -  tKature 
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Nature  groanM  ,  and  was  ready' to 
expire  ;  We  have  the  concurring'  Te- 
ftimony  of  Phlegon^  if  I  miftake  nor, 
in  the  Thirteenth  Book  of  his  Chro^ 

Then  the  Jewy  thinking  to  ridicule 
our  Saviour,  quotes  thoie  Words  of 
BitcchU'S  n\   Eun fides, 

£uripM.  .,..^-.^.^  fvhen  e*er  I  pleafe 

'         Heaven  for  Jpy  Rejcue  datgni  to  wierpofe^ 

But  here  in  the  firft  Place,  I  can't 
but  niake  this  obvious  Remark  , 
tliat  the  Jetps  J  of  all  People  in  the 
World,  are  leaft  fond  of  the  Heathen 
Poets.  However  for  once,  we'll  fup^ 
pofc  our  Jew^  to  differ  from  all  his 
Country-men,  and  to  exprefs  a  fin^ 
gular  Affefltion,  for  the  X^earning  of 
|:hc  Greeks.  And  I  ^sk  him,  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  Rules  of  any 
Logick,  thac  he  ever  read,  it  ev'n  leems 
to  tollow  ,  that,  becaufe  our  Saviour 
didn't  avoid  his  Sufferings,  he  couMn't 
have  freed  himfelf  from  'em  ,  if  h(3 
pleas'd. 

I  think,  Ue  ought  much  rather  to 
believe,  what  is  related  to  us  in  the 
Afts  of  the  Apoftles,  that  an  Angel 
fhook  off  St.Pfrer's  Chains,  and  deliver'd 
him  from  Prifori;  and  tl^t  Pi^ul  and 

SiUs^ 
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Sil^j  who  were  put  into  the  Stocks, 
at  Phflippfy  a  Citj^  of  Masedomay  ef- 
capM  out  of  Prifon  by  a  Miracle  , 
^nd  much  more  wouM  the  Power  of 
God  have  been  cngagM,  to  preferve 
pur  Saviour^  from  the  grievous  Sufr- 
ferings,  which  he  underwent ,  if  the 
Dccrees^  of  Hcav'n  ,  and  the  Reafon 
oi  Things  hadn't  confpir'd,  if  I  may 
fo  fay,  to  render  'em  moft  highly  ne^ 
celTary. 

For  ought  I  know,  Celfui  w^ou'd  be 
^cady  to  ridicule  thofe  Stories,  or 
perhaps  might  never  take  the  Pains 
to  read  'cm,  fince  in  all  Probability 
if  he  had  ever  minded  'em  at  all,  he 
wou'd  prefetitly  have  refolvM  'em , 
^s  he  do's  our  Saviour's  Miracles,  in- 
^o  the  Power  of  Magick. 

Then  Celfii<5  has  the  following 
Words,  The  Perfo»  that  condemrPi 
your  Pretended  Saviour,  didrPt  en^ 
dure  A  Punijhfnenf  y  comparable  to  tb^t 
0j  Fenchqus,  rvho  was.  deprw'^d  of  hps 
6e  fifes  J    And  torn  to  f'kces. 

But  he's  fo  horribly  ignorant,  as 
pot  to  know,  that  Pttdte^  confider'd 
in  his  Pubhck  Capacity,  was  not  fo 
properly  concern'd ,  in  Condcmnmg 
pur  Blejfed  Saviour  ,  as  the  whole 
gt  the  Jeivfjh  Natian.    which, 
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we  fee,  is  for  that  Reafon  difpersM, 
over  the  whole  habitable  World,  and 
fuffers  a  far  worfe  Diftraftion ,  tliaa 
ever  Penthem  did.  ^       ^^**' 

But  why  do^s  he  make  no  Mentiort 
at  all  of  the  troubiefome  Dream,  that 
the  Wife  of  the  Romam  Governor  had, 
infoiTiUch  that    fiie  faid  to  her  Hus- 
Matxyvli  J32^j-jj  ,    H^ve  thou   nothwg  to  do  with 

^^'  that  jujl  Man  \  for  I  Ihtz^e  fuffer'^d  many 
Things  this  Ddj  in  a  Dream^  becAuje  of 
him. 

Then  he  leaves  oui  thofe  Things , 
that  are.  evident  ,  and  remarkable 
Proofs  of  the  Divinity  of  our  Savi- 
our's Perfon,  and  Commiffion ,  and 
takes  Abundance  of  Paifls,  to  drefs 
up  the  LORD  of  GLORY  in  a 
FooPs  Coatj  by  the  difadvantageous, 
and  ludicrous  Relation ,  which  he 
gives,  of  the  horrid  Affronts,  that 
were  offerM  hira ,  viz.  The  Scarlet 
Robe,  that  they  put  upon  him^  in  a 
Way  of  Mockery ;  the  Crown  of 
Thorns,  that  they  put  upon  his  Head, 
and  the  Reed,  that  they  put  into  his 
Hand. 

But  it  may  riot  be  amifs,  to  ask 
you  the  following  Queftion ,  From 
whence  couM  you  learn  thefe  Things, 
but  from  thofe  very  Gofpels,  which 
you  take  the  Liberty  to  rejefl:  at  Plea- 
fure  ?    And  if  this  be  the  true  State 

of 
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of  the  Cafe,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  I  be 
leech  you,  that  fuch  Perfons  as  you  arc 
can  take  Occafion,  to  refleO:  upon  our 
Saviour ^  from  thofe  very  Paflages  of 
Scripture^  which,  as  many  others,  with 
great  Reafon,  judge,  do  leave  an  Eter- 
nal Brand  of  Infamy  on  thofe,  who 
had  the  horrid  Impudence  to  infult 
tim  ? 

.:  I  think,  you  fliou'd  rather  admire 
the  Remarkable  Integrity ,  which 
appears  ,  in  the  Writings  -  of  the 
Evangclifts,  and  be  fiU'd  with  a  Holy 
^21^^,  when  you  iconfider  the  Amazing 
Condefcention  Qf,  the  Bltfjed  Jefm^  who 
feaPd  his  Doftriiie ,  with  his  moft 
precious  Blood..  For  we  have  rio 
Account,  thatj  after  'the  Sentence  of 
Condemnation  Vv^as  pafsM  upon  hinij 
he  made  the  leaft  Complaint,  cr  ever 
utter'd  a  Word,  that  ev'n  feeinM  to 
be  unworthy  of  the  Greateii  Hero  ^ 
that  the  World  cou'd  ever  boaft  of 

,^Then  Celfu^- hys^  One  nwu'^d  think^ 
that  now  ,  if  ever^  he  hdd  n  fair  Oppor- 
tunity ^  to  give  full  Proof  of  hid-  pretended 
Deity ^  and  in  the  Face ^  ^f  ^  ^^^J  fa  f*J^^f 
the  whole  habitable  World^  to  be  rtvcr^d 
of  the  Jews  pr  the  bafe  Affronts^  rvk$ch 
you  feewere  offer'^d^  both  to  him^  and  to 
his  Dear/y-belcv^d^  and  Highly-honour* d 
father. 

Bat 
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But  here  .1  ask  thofe  of  the  Greeks^ 
who  bcUeve  an  Qver-ruling  Provi* 
dencey  and  grant  that  Miracles  have 
been  wrought,  Pray,  why  don't  the 
injur'd  Deity  take  that  Advantage 
(  as  on  your  Hyfothefis  he  might  eaii- 
ly  ^  )  which  is  plainly  giv'n  him, 
by  thofe  innumerable,  and  great  AU 
fronts,  which  are  daily  offered  him, 
by  the  bold  Aifcrtors  of  a  Blwd  Fa^ 

And  when  they  return  an  Anfwer 
to  this  fingle  Queftion,  all  the  Argu- 
ments, which  they  bring,  may  eafily 
be  retorted  on  themfelve*.         . 


Chap.     XXIII. 


'^T^  HEN  fays  the  pretended  Jerr, 
^     Wkat  !    ^hdll  fve  fay ,    thdp  thu 
vile    Fellow    that    rvas    eruciffd  t'^athff 
Day  hdd 

Horn  Ho  ^^^^"^  Bloody  as  from  th^  immortal  God  do's 
l.5,v.*340  ( Jl(fiv? 

This 
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This  we  muft  fuppofe  to  be  fpoken 
by  him,  in  h>s  ufuai  Way  of  Bant^Pj 
which  feems  to  me  to  be  his  peculiar 
Talent. 

But  I  fhall  fhow,  that  the  Evange- 
lifts,  who  relate  thefe  Matters,  with 
a  becoming  Gravity,  and  prudent 
Care,  have  left  behind  'em  a  true, 
and  fufficient  Account,  of  the  moft 
eonfiderable  Pafiages  ,  that  occurM  , 
let  Cel[fi4  fay  what  he  pieafes,  to 
the  contrary.  They  acqi>aint  us , 
that  the  Blood,  which  flowed  from 
our  Saviour's  Body,  was  not  fabu- 
lous J  like  that,  which  Homer  fpeaks 
of,  but  that  foon  after  he  expir'd. 
One  of  the  Souldiers  with  a  Spear  fierc'^d^Q^^  j^ 
his  Side  J  And  forthwith  there  came  out^'i^y^s* 
Bloody  and  Water ,  arid  he  that  fatv  it 
hare  Record ,  and  his  Record  is  true , 
and  he  knows  that    he  fays  true. 

In  Dead  Bodies  ,  'tis  common 
for  the  Blood  to  ftagnatc  j  and  we 
don't  ufe,  to  fee  Water  trickle  down 
from  the  Veins  ;  but  when  our  Sa- 
uiour  was  dead,  Water ,  and  Blood 
flow'd  from  his  pierced  Side,  in  a 
prxter-natural  Way.  And  if  inftead  of 
putting  an  improper,  and  forc'd  Sence, 
upon  Ibme  Paffages  in  the  Gofpcls, 
and  thereby  feeking  all  poffible  Oc- 
cafiDH,  to  reproach  our  Sauiour.  and 
his  Followers  5  one  wou'd  but' dili- 
gently- 
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gently,  and  impartially  confider  the 
ilrange  Events,  which  are  there  rela- 
ted, one  might  eafily  perceive,  that 
the  Centurion ,  and  they  who  were 
fet  to  watch  the  dead  Body  of  our 
Ssviourj  (who  had  been  Eye- Witneffes 
of  the  Earth-quake,  and  many  other 
ilirprizing  Accidents ,  that  -happened 
at  that  Time  )  were  ftruck  with  an 
Mat,  27viaAuriiaI  Terror^  and  fald,  Truly  this 
'''^'m<the  SON  of  GOD. 


ii 


Thsn  our  Bigotted  Adverlary,  who 
oqly  reads  the  Goipeis,  with  a  De- 
figri  to  pick  up  fome  Scraps  of 'em 
here  and  there^  which-  as  he  fondly 
imagines,  do  make  for  the  Intereft , 
which  he  efpoufcs,  ridicules  our  6'^z'i- 
our  ^  oa  the  Account  of  the  Gall,* 
and  Vinegar,  rhat  was  giv'n  him  to 
drink:. 

He  nuts  fo  very  thirfiy^  fays  he,  thai 
he  greedily  drank  off'  the  bitter  Draught^ 
'i  In  anfwer  to  this  ,  I  might  eafily 
{how,  that  that  Aftion  of  our  Savi- 
our will  admit  of  an  Allegorical  Sence, 
and  muft  by  no  Means  be  confined 
to  the  bare  literal  Interpretation  of 
the  Words.  But  I  choofc  at  prefent 
to  recurn  a  more  general  Anfwer,  to 
this  vile,  and  notorious  Calumny,  viz.. 
Thar  this  Relation  of  the  Evangelifts 
exactly  agrees,  with  what  was  fore- 
told, 
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told,  under  the  Old  -  Teftamenc-DIf' 
peniation.  For  ip  the  69th  P/i/^^  ^ 
The  Meffiah  is  bfougtit  in  fpeaking 
the  following  Words  ,  They  ga^je  me 
alio  Gall  for  m^  Mear^  And  in  my  Thirjt 
the^  gAve  me  Vinegar  to  drink, 

>Jow  let  the  ^^tws  Hcqaaiat  lis  ^ 
who  It  is  that  the  Prophecical  Piaimiil 
ipeaks  of^  and  name  any  ocher  Per- 
fon,  recorded  in  any  Hiitory,  whe- 
ther Sacried,  or  Prophane  ^  who  had 
Gall,  and  Vinegar,  giv^n  him  to  drink  \ 
or,  let  'em  freely  acknowledge,  that 
what  is  here  related  was  prcdided^ 
as  w^hat  wouM  certainly  befall  that 
Perfon,  whom  we  believe  to  be  tlia 
TRVE  MESSIAH,  and  then 
we  come  upon  '''em  ,  and  ask  'em 
this  natural  Queftioa,  how  comes  it 
to  pafs,  Gentlemen,  that  you  {liou'd 
be  fo  loch,  to  tee  TOVR  0  PV N 
PROPHECIES  accomplifhM,  iot 
which  you  have  defervediy  fo  pro^ 
found  a  Venerationr 

And  methinks ,  an  impartial  Eft^ 
quirer  into  Trujch  fhouM  fcarce  D^cd 
any  ocher  Argument ,  to  coiivince 
him  ,  that  oar  Bleffad  Suviottr  v/d** 
the  Perfon,  who  was  all  along  fore^ 
told  ,  than  this,  that  in  him  all  tlici 
Jiwijb  Prophsciss  concerning  the  Meh 
fiah  were  fo  exaftlv   fuifili'd. 

X  C  f  I  A  J** 
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Chap.     XXIV. 


THEN  Celfu^s's  "Jeiv  addrcffcs 
himfelf  to  us,  in  the  following 
Words  ,  Do  you  re  illy  believe  (  ev*n 
you  Tvho  are  Jo  apt  to  fv allow  any  Thir?g^ 
that  i6  ffopos'^d  to  yoUy  by  fame  People^ 
ho^v  ridkuloj^s  foevfr  it  may  be  J  J  fayy 
do  you  really  believe^  that  we  do  ill^  in 
not  acknowledging  your  pretended  S  A- 
V  I O  U  R  to  be  GOD,  and  not 
looking  upon  him^  as  one  who  Jacrifc^d 
his  Life^  for  the  General  Jdva/Jtage  of 
the  Humane  Race^  with  this  greai  De* 
Ji^ny  among  others^  to  jet  m  a  Bright 
Example  of  Patience^  under  the  affltclmg 
Hand   cf  Almighty  God. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  we  juftly 
blame  'em,  becaufc  tho'  they  were 
born,  in  a  Land  of  Light,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Law, 
and  the  Prophets,  which  fhou'd  have 
been  School-Majlers^  to  have  brought 
'cm   unto  Chriji  y    ihey   can't  anfwer 

the 
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the  folid  Arguments,  which  we  bring 
againft  *em,  and  yec  will  obitiuatdy 
perfift  in  their  rvretched  Vnbelief\  \i 
the  Grace  of  God  don't  feitfonably  ^ 
and  remarkably  interpofe  in  iheir  Bo 
half- 
Farther  ,  We  have  great  Caufe  ro 
blaaic  em\  becaufe  they  will  noc  fee 
that  the  numerous,  and  great  Advan- 
tages, which  the  Followers  of  our  bLej- 
fid  Lord  did  moft  certainly  reap,  from 
the  Heave f7/j  lnJtru^io?is  which  he  gave 
^em,  were  an  undeniable  Argument  ^ 
that  he  alTum'd  HumAne  Nuturc^  with 
a  kind,  and  generous  intention,  to  pro- 
mote our  common  Interefl^  and  'cwas 
not  his  Defign  at  his  firft  Appearance 
in  the  World,  immediately  to  diilri-* 
^ute  >compleat  Rewards ,  and  inflict 
the  fevereil  Puniflimciits  on  Men.  ac* 
cording  to  their  good  or  bad  Beha- 
viour, but  to  have  his  Doftrine  pub- 
liih'd  to  the  moft  diftant  Parts,  as 
the  Prophets  had  moft  exprefly  fore- 
.told,  and  to  that  happy  End  to  ac^ 
company  the  Preaching  of  the  Apo* 
ftles  with  an  irrefiftible  Power. 

Farther,  they  juftly  incur  our  Cen- 
furc,  by  refuflng  to  believe  his  MitaqUs^ 
which  fo  evidently  carry'd  with  'em 
the  Scamp  of  a  Dtv'me  Author tty^  and 
faying.^  That  he  CAJi  out  Devils,  ^^  liei- 
a-ebub^  thf  Pnn^s  of  Devils. 

^2  Laflh, 
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L^Jtij  ,  We  think  they  .  ftnder'd 
themielves  highly  obnoxious  to  the 
jufl:  Veng-c'ance  of  Ahiiighty  God  , 
by  treating  him  as  a  Slave,  and  a 
Vagabond,  which  was  >an  odd  R.e- 
qiutal  of  the  Kindnefs,  which  he 
Ihovv'd.  'em  ,  in  caufing  the  Gofpel 
to  be  preachM ,  to  every  City,  and 
Village^  throughout  the  Land  of  Ju- 

For  there  was  nothing  mean,  or 
in  any  Refpetls  unworthy  of  his 
Character ,  in  all  the  fad  Fatigues 
w,h;ch  he  underwent,  but  on  the 
contrary  ,  'twas  a  great ,  and  highly 
tUnOHTAhk  Aftion  ,  truly ,  and  every 
\¥ay  worthy  of  an  imAYna.te  God^  to 
give  wholeforae  Precepts,,  with  a  li- 
beral Hand ,  to  fuch  Perfdns ,  as 
were  capable ,  of  receiving  Inftrudi- 
on  from   him. 

Wliat  Celf^sh  "Jew  adds,  is  moft 
notor.oufly  falfe,  Not  khg  able^  fays, 
hfy  d,urtng  the  yvho'le  Qourji  of  h^'Lije^ 
fo  rnuch  as  to  frev$il  vfitb  his  own  ' 
DfTctp/eSy  to  adhere  to  him  ,  he  rvti^  At 
I  a  ft  %'erj  feverelj:  puififl/^d  ^  as  '  I  hope  alt 
the  World  is  hy  this  Time  fujficitntly 
informed. 

But  pray  what  was  It,  that  fo 
Sfjatiy  excrvcd  die  Rage,  and  Envy 
^  -  of 
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of  the    Chief    Priefts,      Elders,     and 
Scribes    among    the    "Jews ,    but    the 
Confideration  of    the    valt   Numbers 
of  People,  that    foliow'd  our  ' BUffed 
Saviour^  ev'n   into   Defarts ,    fome  of 
'ern    being   itrangely    charni'd,    \^Mfh 
the  iweet,  and  Heavenly  Expreffions, 
that  dropt  from  his  facred  Lips^  and 
others    convinced     by    the     Mtr^ulesy 
-which   he  had  wroughtj    which  fill'd 
the  Minds  of  his  nioit  inveterate  Ene- 
mres,    with  equal  Mahce,    and  Ad^o- 
nifhment  ?  And  how  appareiKly  fajle 
are  thofe  Words,  whicli  follow,   Thdt: 
he  €otidn*t  -prevail    with  his  onm   Dips- 
ples^    to   adhere  to  him  ^    but   they  gsve 
too  evident  Proofs^  of  the  Frailty  of  their 
Nature  y    by    their  iwctched    Corr'ardtze  ? 
For  what  Malignant  Influence  ibsver 
their  irregular    Eear  might    have  up- 
on   tlieir    Minds  ,    which    were   not 
yet   dtiely  fortify 'd,    againft   the   vio- 
lent  Shocks,    of   outward,  and    ap- 
■proaching  Calamities,   they  \^ere  ful- 
Iv  fatisfy'd  in   their  own  Minds,  and 
were   ready,  ,for    the  rnoft    Part  ^    to 
'profefs,  that   Our  Blejfed  Saviour  was 
no    other,  than     the    TRUH   MES- 
SIAH. 

For  Sr,  Peter  had  no  fooner  deny'd 
his  Lord,  bat  liruck  with  the  Hor- 
rour    of    liiS    Crime,     He   went    out ^^^f*  ^^'- 
and  ive^t  bitttrlj ,  as  St.    Mathew  tells        *  '''^' 

X  3  us. 
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p;,  and  thofe  of  his  Difciples,  that 
w^  r^ad  of,  who  rerainM  a  profound 
Refpeft  far  their  Lord,  and  Maftcr, 
but  were  a  Httle  amaz'd  ,  and  for 
the  prefent,  fliockM,  by  confidering 
the  lad  Calamities,  which  befel  him, 
regainM  that  Native  Courage  ^  when 
he  appe^rM  to  'em,  after  his  Triunt-^ 
fhant  Refiirreciiort.  Kay  ,  they  nqt 
only  believ'd,  he  was  the  SON  OF 
GOD ,  but  were  confirmM  in  the 
Chrijlim  Fdith ,  and  became  more 
Couragious  ,  than  ever ,  under  the 
happy  Conduft  of  the  great  Captain 
pf  their  Salvation. 

Celfns  thin&s ,  as  appears ,  by  the 
Sequel  of  his  Difcourfe,  there  was  no 
real  Excellency  in  our  Saviour's  Po-» 
ftrine,  nor  any  Regularity,  and  Strift* 
nefs,  obfervable  in  his  Morals,  fuilir 
cient  to  advance  him  above  other  Mcn^ 
but  that,  contrary  to  the  Charafter, 
which  he  bore,  he  ought  noc  to  h?LVC 
dyM  at  all,  or  at  leaft  there  fllouM 
have  been  nothing  in  his  Peath,  that 
might  juttly  induce  us,  to  jay  down 
our  Lives,  when  Occafion  offers,  for 
the  Sake  of  our  moft  Holy  Religion. 
|3ut  to  me,  I  confefs,  this  feems  to  be 
a  Notion,  not  a  little  unworthy  of  the 
^earning,  and  good  ^ence,  cv'n  gf  f 
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On    the  contrary  ,  our  Saviour^  by 
dying    for   Mankind  5    has    fee     us  a 
Bright  Example    of  Patience,     und^r 
all  the  Sufferings,    to  which  the   Pro- 
vidence of  God   may  call  us,  for  the 
Sake    of  the   True  Religion,    in  Op- 
poficion  to  the  ungrounded  Prejudices, 
which  the  Generality  of  Men  are   too 
apt  to  labour  under,    who  are  Natu- 
rally   ready  to  pay  Divine  Ador&twn^ 
tQ   the  moft    infignificant  Trifle,  ra- 
ther then   the     Sufreme,     and    Truly- 
Jdorsble  Majejly  ^    and    viewing    Per- 
Tons,  and  Things,  in  a  falfe,  or  very 
imperfeQ:  Light,  are  wretchedly,  and 
frequently  miftaken  in  the  Judgmeor, . 
which  they  pafs  upon  'em.     For  the 
greateft  ^  Inftance    of   the    pretende<i 
Piety   of  thefe  Bigots  to  Idolatry,   is 
to  level   all  their    Wit,   and  Malice, 
at    thofe    Well-meaning,  and    Truly- 
feligious  Perfons^,    who  from  a   deep 
Senlc    of    their    indifpenfible    Duty', 
have  entirely    devoted    themfelves   a 
.Holy  ^     4f/d    Living    Sacrifce,    to    the 
Great  Creator,  and  Suprearn  Govcr^ 
nor  of  the  Univcrfe, 


4  C  H  A  tfe. 
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C  H  A  P.     XXV. 


^T"^  li  E  N  Cdfui^  in  the  Ferfon  of 
i  th^j  pretended  'Jew^  continues 
ills  Charge,  againft  our  Ble^ea  Saviour^ 
la  the  following  Words,  Tour  Jefus 
QQtPdh^'t   hep  bimfelf  free  from  Ei'iL 

Bat  I  thiiik  he  wou'd  do  very  well, 
to  inftance  in  any  MORAL  EVIL^ 
that  might  juftly  be  chargM  upon 
him. 

If  he  means,  that  our  Saviour  'W2iS. 
guilty  of  fome  Vice,  or  other,  Cv/hich 
muft  be  his  Meaning  ,,  or  elfe  'tis 
plain,  that  he  talks  very  improperly  ) 
H\\n\\  lye  upon  this  vile  Caviller^  to 
name  any  one  Vice,  if  he  can,  that 
ever  ftainM  tTie  Life ,  and  obfcurM 
the  Bright  CharacJer  of  the  HOLT 
JESV$. 

But  it  his  Meaning  be  no  more 
than  this,  that  our  Ehpd  Lord  him^ 
iclf  was  expos'd  to  many  outward, 
anc}  grievous  C  J  L  A  M I  T  I  E  S  , 
luch   as  poverty,  ^Periecution  ;  the 

frea«« 
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Treaxlicry  of  wicked  Men,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fhameiii!^  and  painiul  Death, 
which  he  1  offer -q  on  the  Crois,  then  I 
think,  we  n:ay  ,  with    equal  Jaftice , 
bring;  in  a   ievere   Charge,  ag-ainfi  ib 
great  a    Man   as  SocrattSj  wlio,  with 
all    his  philofbpby,  .and     Mord    Vir- 
tue^ couMij-i   :      ;d  fklling   into  innu- 
rnerabie   exteriiai.  Dangers,    i^pd  ho>^r 
many    of  the  Gretk  Philpjoph    ■ 
\  eaiiiy  name,  who    were,;i4:. 
Opnrefs'd    shiixXk  emresm    Pt^ver^x^-^^];^ 
made    it    the   Matti^r    or    iheir 
l/hemte  Choice. 

For  Proof  of  thiS;,  \vc  mav  '-^ve 
Recourfe,  to  rbeir  own  Celebrated 
Authors. 

They  tell  ns,  that  Democrirf^  was 
fo  tak'a  up,  with  Nobler  ThoughrSj 
that  he  had  no  Lcifure-Hours^  to 
beftow  upon  his  Farms ,  that  Crates 
gave  away  the  Income  of  his  whole 
tftate,  with  the  greateft  Freedom 
imaginable,  that  he  might  have  the 
better  Opportunity,  for  Philofophical 
Speculations,  and  that  Dicgenesy  out 
ot  his  lirange  Frugality,  wa»  con- 
tented, to  fpend  his  Life  in  a  Tufa; 
and  yet  no  Man,  I  riiink,  of  com- 
mon Sence,  will ,  for  that  Reafon  ^ 
entertain  hard  Thoughts,  offo  ex- 
cellent a  Perlbo. 
"■  -■■■•"■■-.-■■  ^         , 

Then 
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Then  Celfui  adds ,    That    our    Sd^ 
viour  rv/tf  .f^r  from  being  regular  ^  And 
i  UHhUmeMe, 

But  let  him  give  an  Inftance^  if 
he  can ,  of  any  One  ,  among  the 
Numerous  Followers  of  our  Saviour ^ 
who  evt^r  obrein^d  him ,  to  do  an 
unworthy  Action ,  or  if  he  refafes 
to  rely  on  their  united  Teftimony , 
.  I  thinkj  'tis  fit ,  he  flriouM  acquaint 
us ,  with  the  Grounds,  on  which  he 
builds  his  uojufl:^  and  heavy  Charge, 

'Tis  very  unhkely,  (  to  fay  no 
more,  )  tliat  our  Savtour  fliouM  be 
guilty  of  the  leaft  Breach  of  any 
Fromife,  that  he  ever  made,  if  we 
c^onfider,  how  much,  and  how  readily 
he  confulted  the  true  Intcreft  of 
his  Followers ,  I  mean  the  Welfare 
of  their  Precious ,  and  Immortal 
Souls, 

And  when  we  fee,  that  the  re- 
markable, and  unlikely  Events,  which 
he  foretold  ,  at  fome  Diftance  of 
Time  from  their  Accomplifhment  ^ 
have  exadly  anfwefd  his  Fredidion, 
that  his  Dodrine  is  pubhfli'd,  to  all 
the  Nations  of  the  World,  and  that 
riiey,  who  ha^jre  embracM  it,  h^ve,. 
mecrly  on  that  Account,  been  brought 
befgre  Govcraours^  and   Kings;   we 

can't 
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can't  buc  b^  fill'd  with  a  Holj  Ad- 
miration ,  and  encQurag'd  ,  to  have 
our  firm ,  and  entire  Dependance , 
upon  his  Infinite  WiWom  ,  Irrefi- 
ftible  Pow^r,  and  Univerikl  Good^ 
nefs. 

And  fijre  I  am  ,  that  Celfus  him- 
felf  can't  reafonably  defire ,  to  have 
greater  Evidence,  of  the  Truth  of 
any  Doftrine,  than  that  which  our 
Saviour  has  giv'n  us  ,  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Gofpel  ,  uijlefs  he  be  fo 
wretchedly  ignorant  pf  the  Incarnar 
tion  of  tiie  ETERNAL  WORD, 
as  to  exfpeft,  that  the  HUMi^NE 
NATURE,  which  was  ajjum^d  by 
him  y  fliouM  not  be  fubjea  to  the 
common  Calamities ,  which  attend 
Humane  Life ,  and  by  Confequence, 
ro  imagine,  that  we  ftou'd  want  the 
Bnghteft  Example,  of  Submiffion  to 
the  Will  of  God ,  that  any  Mor^ 
tal  ever   gave. 

The  only  Reafon,  if  it  may  be 
callM  fo  J  that  can  poffibly  be  a(^ 
fign'd  ,  for  fuch  an  exu^avagant 
Cor^ceity  is  this,  that  Celfus  efteems 
PAIN  the  GREATEST  E^ 
VIL,  and  J^LEASURE 
|iIGHE5T  GOOD. 


And 
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And  here  he  goes  a  Strain,  be» 
yond  nto(t  of  the  Fhilofophers  them- 
lelves,  1  mean ,  of  thofe  that  behevM 
an  Over-rtiUr^g  Providence^  and  allow 
Courage  J  and  Confiancj^  and  the  like 
Endowments ,  a  Place  among  the 
MORAL  VIRTUES,  which 
are  at  once  fo  Ncceffary  ^  and  fo  Or- 
na.'Tiental. 

And  our  Saviour  was  fo  far,  froni 
fubverung  the  Foundation  of  pur 
Fairh,  by  the  various,  and  grievous 
Calamities^  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
and  which  in  the  Event  did  befall 
him,  that  I  think,  he  has  tak'n  the 
moft  effectual  Method,  to  confirm  it, 
if  we  can  but  divert  our  Thoughts, 
from  tiie  fhocking  Calamities,  that  at- 
tend Humane  Life^  to  the  Slight 
ObjeSts,  and  Glorious  Entertainments 
of  the  Future  Scate,  in  which  we 
fliali  look,  with  an  Holy  Difdain,  up- 
OQ  Sin^  Satan,   and .  tiii§  lower  World. 


Chap. 
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Chap.     XXVI- 


HEN  Cef^s  has  the  following 
Words,  Surely  you  mU  not  have 
the  Conjiie»ce  to  fay^  that  your  JESUS, 
bting  unihle  to  work  upon  the  Minds 
of  Me0^  in  the  wretched  World,  i»  which 
rve  liz^y  went  dow?$  to  Hell  it  felf,  to 
fee  if  he  cou^dn^t  mdke  Converts  there. 

But  our  Saviour  when  he  was  here 
on  Earth,  had  fo  many,  afld  fuch  zea- 
lous Followers,  that,   for  that  Keafon, 
he   had  abundance  of  Enemies,    and 
when  he  was  ftript,   as   it  were,    of 
his  Humane  Body,  did  converfe  with 
Naked  Spirits^  in  the  Infernal  Region, 
to  make  Converts  of  thofe,  that  were 
capable ,  of  being  duly   wrought  on, 
by  his  powerful  Miniftry,   ^nd  there- 
by of  anfwering  the   DEEP    D  E^ 
SIGNS.o?  his  ETERNJlyB^nd 
VNIFERSJL   LOVE^ 

What  Celfm'^s  Jew  adds  is,  I  think, 
very  ridiculous.      If  (  fays  he  )    after 
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you  have  tamely  fufftr^i  your  felves^  ta 
be  led  afide ,  like  a  Camp  Any  of  prodi^ 
gious  fcolsy  you  think  you  need  no  other 
Jfology^  thxn  a  few  Pityful  Arguments^ 
in  your  own  Defenfe^  Pr^y  why  mayn^t 
all  thofe  ScoundrelSy  and  Villains j  ( that 
like  your  JESUS  have  been  fublick- 
ly  executed ,  according  to  the  jujl  De^ 
merit  of  their  Crimes  J  he  accounted 
FerfonSywho  had  the  Broad-Seal  ofHeav^nf 

But  nothing,  in  my  Mind,  can  be 
more  clear,  than  the  wide  Difference, 
between  the  Exemplary  SufFerings  of 
our  Bleffed  Saviour^  and  the  jnlt  Exe- 
cution of  thofe,  who  have  been  con- 
demned as  Impoftors,  or  punifh'd  for 
fbme  fcandalous  Crime.  And  fure  I 
am,  that  no  Man  can  fliew,  with  any 
Colour  of  Reafon,  that  a  Pcrfon  can 
ever  be  reclaimed,  from  the  mofl:  no- 
torious Crimes,  or  indeed  from  any 
Immorality,  by  the  Help  of  Magick. 

Then  the  pretended  'Jew ,  compa- 
ring our  Saviour  with  a  Company 
of  High-way  Men,  fays ,  That  by  U 
Parity  of  Reafon  a  Perfon  way  l$ave  the 
tmfudence^  to  fay ^  that  fuch  a  High-way 
Man ,  inpead  of  being  a  Perfon  of  fo 
infamous  a  Character  ^  was  no  lefs  than 
a  G  O  Dy  becaufe  forfooth  he  acquainted 
his    curfed   Crew    befors-haitd  y   that   hk 

[hoM'd 
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jhou^d  Jhortly  [ufftr  sll  thofi  grUvous 
CdlMTutieSy  which  in  the  Everi$  did  be- 
fall  him. 

To  this  1  anfwer,  in  the  firft  Place, 
that  our  Believing  our  Blejfed  Saviour 
to  be  the  Trf^e  MeJTub  is  not  m^riy^ 
or  chiefly  founded,  on  his  Fore-telling 
the  dieadful  Sufferings,  to  which  he 
was  exposed,  and  which  for  our  fakes 
lie  readily  underwent. 

In  the  fecond  Place,  I  acknowledge^ 
that  the  Holy  Scriptures  acquaint  us, 
that  tho'  our  Saviout  was  GOD  as 
well  as  MJN;  yet  He  was  numbered 
with  the  TrdnfgrejJorSy  that  Barabb/u^  a 
Robber,  was  released,  and  our  Saviour 
CKicifyM ,  and  placM  between  two 
CondemnM  Malefaftors.  And  I  grant, 
that  if  our  Saviour's  Difciples  bore 
any  Refemblance  to  Thieves,  and  if 
*twas  known  in  the  Memory  of  Man^ 
that  Perfons  of  that  infamous  Cha« 
rafter  did  readily  expofe  thcmfelves 
to  the  greateft  Contempt,  and  Scorn^ 
and  the  worft  Treatment,  that  Hu- 
maae  Wit,  and  Malice  cou'd  invent^ 
and  if  they  can  rationally  be  fuppos'd, 
to  do  all  this,  from  a  juft  Regard  to 
rhe  Ginrj  of  G  0  D  ^  and  the  Holy 
Precepts  of  our  BLESSED  RE-^ 
DEEMER;  then  I  confefs,  CW/^ 
wou'd  have  had  fome   Ground  5  ibr 


n  2       Origen  againft  Celfm. 

bis  bold  ,^    and  moit   prophane  Com- 
parifon. 

But  our  S^^iour ,  who  laid  down 
his  precious  Life ,  as  a  Sacrifice  tor 
the  Sins  of  Men,  and  his  fiacere  Dif- 
ciples,  ( who,  by  their  uaparallerd 
SufferingSj  bore  an  Honourable  Tetti- 
mony,  to  the  Truth  of  his  moft  Ex- 
cellent Dofbrine,  and  were  the  only 
Perfons  ,  whofe  bare  Religion  ever 
brought  'em  into  Trouble )  under- 
went the  moft  violent  Perfecudons, 
from  their  Enemies  ,  without  the 
leaft  Colour  of  Reafon,  and  contrary 
to  the  Known  ,  and  Fundamental 
Laws  of  Humanity. 


Chap.     XXVIL 


OW  obferve,how  Cei^i^  renders 
^  ^  himfelf  ridiculous,  by  what  he 
lays'  of  the  fmcere  Followers  of  our 
B/c(fed  Lord  ,  Durmg  the  great efi  Part  of 
his  Life  J  Says  he,  thsy  GOnvers^d  rvith 
himy  in  a  itmnU^  Manner ^  And  feenPd 
to  Li  (I  erf  to  fh^  Injirtictlojfs^  rvhich  he 
gavc'^em^  hs  ^:thd^    were  fo   curming^ 
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thdty  when  they  fdw  he  rvas  condemrPd  ta 
dyey  they  wou^d  neither  dyg  rvtth  him  , 
^or  for  himy  and  ivere  Jo  far^  it  feemsy 
from  pittirt^:^  in  Prachce  that  wbolforn 
Do^rine^  which  their  Mafler  hdd  taught 
"^em  y  viz.  Cheerfully  to"^  encounter  the 
'  great  eft  Difficulties  y  and  D anger  Sy  and 
t»  be  ready  ev^n  to  dye^  for  the  fdke  of 
their  Religion y  that  they  fljamefully  denfd 
himy  and  dtd.n'^t  enVy  any  Martyr Sy  the 
imaginary  Honour  of  Uytng  down  their 
LiveSy  for  the  Caufe  of  Chrift, 

Here  Celf^  takes  the  Hint  from  the 
Sofpds,  and  aggravates  fonne  faults 
of  the  Dilciple^i,  with  a  Delign,  no 
doubt,  to  expofe  th^ChnJltan  Religion  to 
Contempt,  not  confidering  they  were  ^ 

luft  entered,  into  the  School  of  Chrtfiy 
ns^v  mentioning  one  Syllable  of  their 
Recovery,  from  their  grievous  Falls, 
which  was  ib  remarkable,  that  they 
preachM  the  Gofpel  boldly,  and  fuf* 
leiM  abundance  of  Ill-treatmenr,  at 
the  Hands  of  the  ^ewsy  and  had  the 
Courage,  to  welcome,  and  ev'n  dety 
Death,  m  its  moit  hornd  Shapes,  i 
perceive,  he  didn't  care  at  all,  to  take 
Notice  of  what  our  6aiiour  foretold  to 
StcPeter^  [Vhenthou  jhal:  be  oldy  thoujha/t 
Jhetch  forth  thy  Hands.  Nor  of  thofe  1^^"  ^^> 
Words,  This  fpjke  hey  Jgnifyi^g  by  ivkat  v.j^. 
Death  h.s  {hou^d  glorify   God, 

Y  He 
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He  fays  not  one  Word  of  St.  James^ 
the  Brother  of  St.  "john ,    nor  of  the 
latter,  and  feems  to  be  ignorant,  that 
Herod  Idird  John  the  Baptift  with  the 
Sword,  becaufe  he  bore  Teftimony  to 
the  Truth  of  Chrift.     Nor  do'i  he  do 
St.  Feter^  and  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles 
fo  much  Juftice,  as  to  mention  their 
flaming  Zeal,  in  fprcading  the  Gofpel 
of  our   S^vtour ,    and  to    give  us  an 
Aas  i<,  Account,   how  They  departed  from  the 
^'  ^\'  Preftnce  of  the   Co^^cil,    rejoictng^   that 
they    were    counted  worthy  to  fuffer    Re- 
proach  for   hu    Name  ;    wherein    they 
vaflly  exceeded  all  that  is  related,  in 
the  Hiftorics  of  the  Greeks^  concern- 
ing the  Courage,   and   Conftancy  of 
'  their  juftly-admirM  Phi/ofophers. 

So  that  we  plainly  fc8,  that  from 
the  very  Infancy  of  Chriftianity  they 
who  embraced  it,  were  eftectualiy 
taught  by  it,  to  delpife  the  gaudy 
Vanities  of  the  prefent  Life,  (  which 
the  greatelt  Fart  of  Mankind  imagine 
10  be  fo  charming  ,  and  agreeable  J 
and  to  have  the  fincere  Befires  of 
their  Souls  moft  vehemently  carry'd 
out,  after  another  Life,  which  is  far 
more  excellent ,  and  in  a  word ,  is 
every  way   worthy  of  a  GOD. 
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I  can^'t  conceive ,  how  CclUs  can 
be  freed  from  the  Chgrge  of  wiiifa'l 
ImpOiture,  in  the  fcllowiiig  WordSj 
All  thar  jour  pretended  S  J  F 1 0  V  K 
coud  do^  fays  he,  vios  only  to  get  ten 
jvicked  Manners  ,  a/jd  Pi/Uioa/^s  ^  to 
fublip^  his  D^Hrtne  to  the  World^  and 
"^twas  moH  than  he  cou^d  do^  after  all  his 
hig  Preteffces^  to  convince  eiJ^n  thofc  cri^ 
dulofu  Atiirtfds  of  its  Truths 

For  'tis  plain,  av^n  front  'tlic  ope/t 
tonfeffion  of  the  j^^nv,  thit  not  onlj^ 
ten  Ferfons  were  overtome,  by  thq 
Divine  E^cac)^  of  his  Doctrine,  mt 
a  Hundred,  iior  a  Thoaiaiid,  but, at 
OQC  Time  four  Thouland ,  and  a£ 
anoEhei;Time  a  much  greater  Nuni^ 
fcer,  aild'tbat  he  wrought  upon  "^em, 
to  fo  great  a  Degree,  that  they  foW 
lowM  him  into  Defarts,  which  alon^ 
wei'e  capable  of  containing  thofe  vaft 
Numbers  of  Perfon!?,  that  thro'  him 
did  believe  In  GOD ,  and  wherr 
they  reapM  great  Benefit,  irom  hi^ 
Exemplary  Life,  and  Eagaging  Coi> 
Veffation. 

I  confefs,  the  frequent  Ilet5etiti()n%^ 
which  Qelftij  makes,  do  almoit  forcd 
me,  to  be  guilty  of  wretched  Tauco'= 
logy,  and  make  me  as  impertinent  as 
liimieif 

Y  2  Vot 
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For  if  I  didn'c,  in  Ibme  Meafure, 
(  tho^  Ibrely  againft  my  Will)  com- 
ply with  his  way  of  Writing,  per- 
haps fome  weak  Perfons  might  I'ufpeft, 
ti|at  out  of  wicked' Pohcy  I  palfed  by 
his  Objections,  being  conicious  to  my 
fi:\i\  that  I  was  utteily  incapable,  of 
returning  a  fatisfaflory,  or  ev'n  tole- 
rable Anfwer. 

Then  fays  he,  Prdy  isn*t  it  the  mojl 
ahfurd  Thing  i?/  the  Worldj  to  fuppoje, 
that  he ,  who  when  he  tvas  alive ,  and 
us^d.  all  the  little  Arti  he  had  ^  cou^i 
gain  no  Fcllowers  in  comparifon  ^  or  At 
IcaH  none  of  anj  Ss/jfe^  or  Txanky  fhou'^d' 
after  his  Death ^  hj  the  Mtni[iry  of  hi^ 
AfoftleSy  fa  Jlr>tngelj  ii-fluence  a  cor/jide- 
rable  Bart  of  Mankind^  a4  they  sre  re-- 
prefe rented  by  fome  to  do* 

But  according  to  the  Rules  of 
llrift  Reafaning,  which  he  pretends 
to  be  fo  great  a  Mafter  of,  he  fliou'd 
have  argu'd  thus,  if  after  his  Death 
he  furniQi'd  his  AmbalTadors,  with  all 
necellary  AbiHties,  to  work  upon  the 
Minds  of  Men,  and  did  actually,  and 
lb  wonderfully  move  all  the  fecret 
Springs  of  the  Humane  Soul  ;  then 
there's  no  Queftion  to  be  made,  but 
that  when  he  was  on  Earth  in  Pcr- 
foa ,    he  made  deep    Impi-effions  on 

the 
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the  Minds,  ev'n  of  the  greateft  S^r- 
hariai7s^  partly  by  his  powerful  Preach- 
ing, and  partly  by  his  uiicontefted 
Miracles. 


Chap.    XXVIII. 


Y  and  By  he  asks,  Pray  what 
Redjon  hdve  you  to  believe  ,  he 
tvas  the  Sof^  of  God  f  And  perfona- 
ting  one  of  us,  returns  this  Anfwcr, 
in  his  ufual  way  of  Banter,  Becaufe 
)ve  know  y  fays  he ,  that  he  laid  down 
his  Lifey  to  de(lroy  the  Works  of  thf 
Devil. 

But  the  Faith  of  Chrifl:ians,  in  an 
Affair  of  this  Nature  ^  and  Impor- 
tance, is  built,  I  can  alfure  him,  on 
no  Tingle  Argument,  how  perfwafivc 
foever  it  may  be,  but  the  concurring, 
and  clear  Evidence  of  feveral  Mo- 
tives, a  few  of  which  I  hi*  ve  already 
mentioned. 

X  I  And 
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^nd  I  fhall  have  Occafbn  perhaps, 

to  pv^lu"  Mention  of  fornc   other  Ar- 

gumen*:s,  jrV  this.  Head,"  nor  cnly   in 

rry    A  .iVer  tci   '^■''  ;'s  ^iuok,  enritu- 

}ed    A    T  R  U  E   R  F  lA  T  I  O  N;, 

bu:  alfb  in   f-\iK.    ^.     :    Jrea tiles,   if 

G  w  D   xliall    be    plea.'d     to     afford 

>e    that    Meafure-of   the  Aflin:anc@ 

'■is  Spirir,  that  will  be   iiecefTaryj 

jrnpiiih    my  Dcfign.  "     ^ 

Then,  as    if  we  were  fo    weak  5 
as    to    beUeve ,    that   our    Savibur's 

hare  Sufferi//g  on  the  Crofs ,  was  iuf- 
ficient  to  prove.  He  was  the  Son  of 
God  ^    Fie   fays  5  PVha^    if  he    did  rt'« 

ally  ff^jfsr^  CATT^t  wt  inUance  in  many 
dithers^  that  ft'f-r'^d  as  weB^  and  as  much 


as 


'   hs  ? 


But  Cdjus  ^  ia  this  Matter  ^  aSs 
the  Part  of  one  of  the  moft  unfair 
Enemies,  which  the  Chriftian  Reli« 
gioa  has,  who,  when  they  read  the 
H^ftory^  of  the  Crucifixion  of  out 
S^-viour^  immediately  irriagine,  thait 
we  FONDLY  CANONIZE 
all  FerfonSj  -wild  were  ever  fo  un- 
fortunate^  tis  to  hang  upon  a  Crofs. 
■"'  ThiS",'  any  one-  ihay  fee,  is  the 
common  Praftice  of  tiie  Adverfary;, 
I  have  to  do  with-,  who,  being  uc- 
feriiyumble^j-ta-  r^ffift  'the  clear  Evi^ 
^-  ■;■    --■=>;'■.;  :  :■     ^    ■'   ^   ^-  _  :•  deoce^ 
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dcnce,  which  the  Miracles  of  our 
Blejfed  Saviour ,  do  carry  in  'em , 
of  the  Truth  of  our  Holy  Religion, 
has  the  Face,  to  mifreprefenc  'em  to 
the  World  ^  as  done  by  meer  Le- 
gerdemain ,  or  rather  by  the  Alli- 
liance  of  the  Devil,  .  ■ 

But  this  Pi'tyful,  and  Vile  Cavil 
has  been  fo  frequently  anfwer'd^,  ac- 
cording to  my  llender  Abihty,  that 
really  it  quite  tires  my  Patience,  t© 
repeat  Things  io  often^  as  I  fee  I 
muft. 

Then  CeW^^s  makes  us  fay,  Th&t 
Qur Suvtour  was  the  SON  OF  GOD, 
hecauje  he  cur'^d  the  Urne  ,  a  fid  blind  , 
And  fdis'^d  a  few  jrom  the  dead^  as  wt 
Poor  Creatures  that  ive  are  I  are  re^dy 
t&  im&gtnf. 

But  that:,  iu  Spite  of  all  that  he 
can  fay,  this  Confideration  of  it  lelf 
is  a  folid  Argument,  to  prove,  he 
was  the  SON  OF  GOD,  is  plain, 
from  that  Famous  Prophecy  in  If/^iJ)^ 
Thef9  the  Eyes  of  the  Blind  fhi&il  he^.^^  .^ 
opened ,  and  the  Ears  &f  the  deaf  JhdH  y  \'$* 
be  u'/ijioffd^  Thn  jJjmJI  the  Ume  bhn 
leap  04  an  Hxrt, 

And  'tis  highly  improbable,  to 
fay  no  more ,  that  the  Evangelifts 
ftiou'd  forge  the  Account,  they  give 

Y   4  V    ys^ 
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us,  of  iome,  rais'd  fjom  the  dead  , 
Ijecanfc  had  they  been  giv'n,  to  in- 
Yienting  '^idioiis,  metrly  tu  lerve  a 
Tui  vvou'd    have    g'v'a    us 

more  .:  ,vi  Irillimcr'  of  chir  Na- 
ture than  vvc  meet  wirli,  aiid  of  the 
Refurrect'On  pt  thofe,  who  had  been 
longer  dead ,  than  thofe ,  of  whom 
v*e  read   m  the  Gofpels. 

But  ihcir  giving  fo  fevv  Inftances 
of  Perfons  reilorM  to  Life,  feems  to 
me  ,  to  be  as  plain  a  Proof  as  can 
be,  that  the  Evangelifts,  whatever 
C^//^  may  fay,  wereMenof  MWE6T 
PRINCIPLES,  and  the  fartheft  of 
all  Men  in  the  World  ,  except  our 
BlejJ'ed  Saviour^  from  being  Perfons 
of  INTRIEGVE, 

They  inftance  only  in  the  Daughter 
of  the  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue,  (whofe 
Cafe  feems  foreign  to  the  Purpofe,  for 
our  Saviour  fays  of  her ,  She  u  not: 
dead^  but  fleeps  )  in  thp  only  Son  of 
a  Widow ,  wiioni  pur  Saviour  reco- 
ver'd.  cut  of  tender  CompalFion  to 
his  difconfolate  Mother,  ordering  the 
Coffin  to"  be  itcpM.  And  Laftly  in 
hAZAYmy  who  had  continu'd  fomeDays 
in  the  Grave,  as  the  Evangeiift  ac- 
quaints us  ;  and  I  wou-d  offer  the 
following  Confideration,  to  the  mofl 
judicious  of  our  Adverfaries ,.  and  at 
this  Time  more  immediatefy  to  the 


Origen  againft  Celjus.       i  2  j 

^ew  ,    whom   Celf^s   perfonatcs,    viz. 
That  as  in  El^ftp'i^s  TiniQ^  there  were 
many  Lepers,  but  none  of  'cm  were 
cur'd,  tiiat  wc  read  of,  ^except  N^am^n 
the    Syria?:}  ;     and    many   Widows  in 
the  Days  of  tlie  Prophet  Elijah ^  but 
he  was  only   fent  to  the    Widow  qF 
Sarepta^  in  the  Country  of  6V-^(9/;,    ffor 
flie  alone  w^as  thought  worthy  of  the 
Miracle  he  wrought:  )  fo  many  Per- 
fons  dy'd,  when  our  Saviour  was  on 
Earth,  but  he  only  raisM  tliofe  from 
the  dead,    who,  in  fome  Sence,  had 
<yVALlFTD    THEMSELVES 
for  fo  SPECIAL  A  FAVOVR. 
And  this  I  am  apt  to  think  he  did, 
to  typific  fomething  future,  and  give 
Mankind    convincing    Proofs,   of  the 
Truth   and  Excellency  of  that    Do* 
flirine,  which  he  introduc'd  into  the 
World. 

And  I  may  ftfely  fay,  that  accOrcJ^ 
ing  to  th<2  Fromife  he  had  made,  his 
Difciples  did  far  ftranger  Things,  than 
thofe,  which  he  himielf  exhibited  to 
the  outward  Senfes  of  them ,  wdiQ 
were  tlie  h^ppy  Speftators  of  his 
Miracles, 


For    the    Eyes    of  the    fpirituj 
blind  were  frequently  openM  by  'am', 
%\\^  Ears  of  thofe/  who  pfige  were 

deaf 
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deaf  to  ail  the  awalkening  Precepts  of 
Virtue,  and  Religion^  were  uaitopp^d, 
that  fo  tbey  might  receive  the  Word 
of  God,  and  the  Promiie  of  Eternal 
Life^  and  many,  who  were  fplritually 
Iaro6^  were  ctir'd  by  the  Gofpel  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  they  don't  only  leap  , 
bnt  ev^'n  leap  as  a  Stag,  which  Ani- 
mal, as  NaturAliJis  obferve,  is  an  Ene- 
my to  Serpents,  and  happily  expels 
their  Poifon. 

They  deriyM  fuch  a  healing  Vir- 
tue, from  their  Heav'nly  Phyfician , 
that  they  couM  immediately  tread  ori 
thofe  Serpents ,  and  Scorpions ,  by 
which  they  were  once  moft  fadly 
crippPd,  without  incurring  the  leatt 
feeniing  Danger.  Nay,  they  were  ef- 
feftualiy  fteePd ,  if  I  may  fo  fay  , 
againft  the  ftrong,  and  too  often  fatal 
Impreflions,  which  Vice,  and  Immo* 
rality  are  apt  to  make  ,  upon  the 
Minds  of  Men,  and  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  fortify'd,  againft  the  malicious, 
and    vigorous    Attempts  of    United 
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H  A  F.       XXIX 


HEN  ouv  Saviour  ^dmom]li^d 
his  Difciples,  to  avoid  thole 
defigning  Wretches^  who  confidently 
affirmM,  they  were  the  TRVE 
MRS  SI  AH:,  and  endeavour''d  by  their 
curfed  Enchantm^ntSj  to  draw  Mea 
after  'em,  (  for  'twas  needlefs  to  adnio- 
hifli  'em,  to  avoid  every  trifling,  and 
conceited  Impofforjhe  dircfted  hisDiC. 
pourfe  to  'em  after  the  following  Man-, 
per,  If  Any  Man  ^  fays  he,  jbdH  fay 
unto  you^  Lo  I  here  is  Chriji^  or  there  • 
helieve  it  not.  For  there  jhatl  arifh 
iFALSE  CHRISTS,  >;?^  /^/^ 
Prophets^  and  they  fiBall  (herv  great  Signs^ 
and  Wonders  ;  Infrmuch  that  (  if  it  ie 
foffible  )  they  pj all  deQeive  i^he  very  Ele5f^ 
^ihold  I  have  tcld  you  before^  Whire^ 
Jorelf  they  ffj all  fay  untoyou^  lehold  hPi 
in  the  t^efart^  go  not  forth.  Behold  he^s 
in  the  fecret  Chambers  \  beliive  it  not» 
for  4$  the  Lightning  comes  out  of  thk 
Eafi  5  and  jhines  ^ev^n  ^t)to  the  Weft  \ 
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fo  jhall  alfo  the  Comifig  of  she  Son  of 
M^tn  be. 

In  another  Place  he  has  the  fol- 
lowing Words,  Mar/y  will  fay  un'o  me 
in  that  Dayy  Lord^  Lordj  'jve  ;i'r  ^/o^ 
Prophecy'* d  in  thy  Name  ?  A?9d  in  thy 
JSlA7necaH  out  Devils^  an.^  -.-■;  iiyj  Name 
done  many  Tvond.erful  iVork-  '^  And  chen 
7vili  I  frofejs  to  V/»,  /  mvtr  k/ie^v  you^ 
depart  from  me^  ye  thort  work  Imquity. 

But  Celjh^  confounding  the  Mira- 
cles of  om  Saviour^  with  the  Enchant- 
ments of  Men ,  breaks  out  into  the 
following  Exclamation,  0  the  Force  of 
Truth !  He  himfelf  dorPt  fiick  to  ac- 
quAtnt  U6  y  as  tv'n  your  o\vn  Writings 
inUrm  us^  that  many  fhall  come  ,  and 
do  the  fame  MiracleSy  thdt  were  )rrought 
h)'  himy  and  o/f  that  very  forty  0  mon^ 
BrcU'S  Imfuiemc  I  He  charges  '*em  with 
(feing  wicked  M^i^t  ^^^^  notoriousy  And 
rjile  IrnpoHors  ;  and  fays,  That  Satan 
will  he  the  Origiml  Author  of  their 
curfed  Arts.  S0  thM  he  himfelf  ae^ 
knowled^esy  that  ''tis  fo  far  from  hear-^ 
ij;g  the" Stamp  of  a  DIVINE  JV^ 
T  HO  R  ITT  y  that  ''tis  oiving  to  n 
DijhonourMsy  and  Vnhsppy  Sourcey  and 
mt  bein(r  able  to  rejifi  the  clear  ^vi^ 
dente  of  Truth y  do\  in  the  very  fame 
Breath    cmdenw  their  MiracleSy  and  his 


own* 
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orvn,      Norj    /J^V   if  a  moss    intolerable 
Tbivgy    that  from  the  very  fawe  A^iionSy    - 
he^    hj  all  Mexns^    mufl  he  denominMek 
A  O  0  Dy    ani  Others  he  hrarjded  with 
the  InfAmom  Title  of  MAGICIANS  ? 

So  that  his  own  Mouth  condemns  hiwy 
4Lnd  we  hA*n*t  more  Reafon ,  to  think , 
that  the)  rvere  Wicked  Men^  than  that 
he  himfelf  was  one  of  the  Vilejl  Per- 
fons  upon  Earth,  for  he  has  plainly 
told  us ,  that  Anions  of  that  Nature  , 
mre  certain  Indications  of  the  mofi  /\V 
torioHS  Deceit ,  and  Impiety ,  And  fjot 
of  a  Divine  Power ,  accompany ing  the 
PerfonSj  who  performed   Va/?. 

But  here  'tis  obvious  to  obfervc 
Celfus'*s  Malicious  Mif  reprefentation 
of  Matcers  ,  fincc  our  Saviour's  Lan- 
guage is  vaftly  different,  from  what 
the  Pretended  Jew  wou'd  fain  have 
4c  to  be. 

Perhaps  he  might  have  had  fome 
plaufiblc  Pretence,  for  his  Prophane 
Difcourfe,  if  our  Saviour  had  admo- 
nifh'd  his  Difciples,  to  avoid  all  thofe, 
who  fhou'd  make  their  Boall  of  Mi- 
racles, and  had  infinuated  nothing 
of  the  unjuft  Claim ,  they  laid  ,  to 
the  Title  of  the  TRVE  MES- 
SIAH. 


Bat 
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But  fince  we  are  told,  that  they 
gave  out,  they  were  tho  CHR1S1\ 
(which  I  think,  is  a.  Profeffion,  that 
Magicians  don't  coniaionly  make  ) 
and  fince  we  are  told,  they  fhouM 
be  Perfons,  of  very  loofe  Morals^  and 
fhou'd  work  fuch  Miracles^  as  were 
'vajilj  different  from  thofe,  which  were 
wrouglit  by  our  Bhjfed  Sdzfiour^  the 
Conduaof  the  Holy  J ESVS  in  this 
very  Affair,  is  fo  far  from  carrying 
the  Appearance  of  the  ieaft  Impofture, 
that  to  me,  'tis  a  Convincing  Argu- 
ment, that  both  he,  and  his  DifcipTes, 
w^'ought  their  Mirac/es^hy  the  POH^^EK 
of  GO  D^  and  that  others,  who  were 
gflred  by  S^u^^  did  only  counterfeit 
the  Glorious  Actions  of  C  H  R,  I S  T,. 
and  his  Apoftles,  and  fo  prevaiPd 
with  fome  deluded  Perfons,  to  be^ 
lieve^  that  their  High  Pretenfioffs  were 
moft  juft,  and  reaionable. 

The  Apoftle  PmuI  acquaints  us,  how 
-Thef  *^^^  MAn  of  Siriy  and  Son  of  Perditiof7^ 
^  \.\.'fl:>ot/d  be  revealed^  And  exalt  himfelj  a- 
bove  all  that  ii  called  GOD,  or  wor^ 
jhipfdy  fo  that  as  GOD,  he  fits  in  the 
Temple  of  God,  Jherving  himjelf  that  he, 
is  GOD. 

And  in  another  Place  he  fays,  Now 

Ibid  Y.6J^  ^^^^^  what  tvith'holdsy    thdt  he  might 

be  revealed  in  his  Time^      For  the  Mj^ 

fiery  of  Inicjuity  do*s  already  work ;  ojily 

hi 
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he   who   ffow  lets    mil  let  ^    u»til  he  be 
tak^n  out  of  the  Way.      Jnd  th^n  jhsill 
thdt  wicked  One  be  rf^'eaPd  ,   whom    she 
Lord   /hall  eo»jume^   with  the  Spirit  of 
his  Month ,    artd  [ball    defitcy  voith    the 
Brightnefs  of  his    Coming  ;    ev^n  him  ^  / 
rvhofe    Coming  is   after    the   Working   of 
Sdtdn^    vpith  all  Powery    and  Signs j  and 
lying  Wonders  J   and  mth  all  Deceivabk^ 
nefs   of  Vnrighteoufnejs  ,   in    them    that 
ferifh* 

And  he  gives  the  Rcafbn,  why  <5od 
wouM  fuffer  him,  to  aft  his  Hellilli 
Part,  upon  the  Stage  of  the  World , 
viz.  Becaufe  they  received  not  the  Lo^e 
of  the  Truthj  that  they  might  he  fav^dy 
that  they  dll  might  he  damn^d^  rvho  be- 
lieved not  the  Truthy  but  had  Pleafure 
in  Vnrightevitfnefs. 

Now  let  any  one  Ihew,  with  any 
Colour  of  Realon,  that  the  Miracles 
of  our  Saviour,  and  his  Difciples  , 
"which  are  related  in  the  Gofpels^ 
were  done  by  fuch  WICK.  ED 
JRTIFIC  Ey  as  the  Jpojlle  fpeaks 
of,  and  it  may  not  be  amifs,  to  read 
the  Prophecy  of  Daniel  concerning 
ANTICHRIST. 

But  Celff^'  reprefents  the  Words  of 
our  Saviour  to  a  Difadvantage,  when 
he  makes  him  fay,  That  many  (hou*d 
come  after  him^  x^bo  (hou^d  do  the  vtry 
Jame  Miracles^  with  thof^  which  he  rvrcu^ht 
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himfelfj  dnd  yet  be  Wicked  Perfor*s^  and 
tsotoriom  Impojlors. 

For  as  there  was  a  VAST  DIF- 
FERENCE, between  the  DIA- 
BOLICAL POWER,  by  which 
the  Wife  Men  of  tlie  Egyptians  were 
ifted,  and  the  PIVINE  ASSIS- 
TANCE, which  Moies  had,  when 
he  wrought  his  Miraclesj  the  Event 
fuiEcicntly  proving,  that  what  the  for- 
mer did  ,  was  merely  owing  to  the 
force  of  their  Curfed  Enchnf^ments  , 
and  what  was  performed  by  the  lat- 
ter ,  was  manifeftly  owing  to  the 
INFLVENCE  of  the  BLESSED 
SP IRIT:  So  there  was  the  fame  be- 
tween thofe  of  our  SAVIOVR^  and 
thofe  of  JNTICHRIST,  and  his  Con^ 
federates,  who  counterfeited  the  Mi- 
racles ol-  C HRISTj  and  his  JpoHleSy 
and  Followers,  which  had  a  moll  won- 
derful, and  happy  Ilfue,  Mankind  be- 
ing thereby  inducM,  to  embrace  the 
BEST  RELIGION,  that  was  ever  in- 
troduc'd  into  the  World. 

Celfu^s,  I  confefs,  difcovers,  that  he 
isn\  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Scrip* 
tures  ,  when  he  makes  our  Saviour 
fay,  That  Satan  wou*d  he  the  Orig'mal 
Author,  of  that  Curfed  Art ,  by  which 
jdje  Prophets  jvau^d  impoje  upon  the 
WorLi^     but  is  a  little  too  hafty   in 

drawing 
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drawing  his  pretended  Gonfequenceji 
O'/c?.  Our  SAviour*s  Miracles^  e-j'^/i  ac- 
cording to  bis  owU  free  Conftffior^j  did 
hear  no  Stamp  of  a  DIVINE  jiVTHO- 
RITTy  but  were  JucfJ  Works^  a  were  to 
be  ferjorni'd ,  //  jeems^  bj  fome  of  the- 
Vilefl  Perjhhs  ,•  that  ever  breathed  cri 
Earth.   , 

For  he  makes  no  Difference  dt  a!!^^ 
between  tliofe  Things  that  are  Ha- 
mogeneoHSj  and  thofe  thac  "are  Heterd* 
geneo^s^  as  Logicians  call  'em,  becweeit 
Things  of  the  fame,  and  Things  ofi 
very  different  Kind. 

Now  as  a  Wolf,  and  a  I>og,  do' 
widely  differ,  tho^  there  feems  to  be 
fome  confiderable  Refembiance  be- 
tween 'em,  with  refpeO:  to  their  Shapey 
and  Tone  of  Voice,  and  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  a  Stock- Dove,  and  a  Pid- 
gson  :  So  what  is  done  by  the  Help' 
of  Magick  is  not  of  the  far^e  kind  ,• 
%vitli  what  is  performed  by  a  Power, 
ttiat  is  Tnilj  -  Suprnaturat  and  Di-- 
"Vine. 

And  if  fuch  wonderful  Things,  ev'ii 
in  the  Judgment  of.  Celfus^  are  done^' 
by  the  Affiilance  of  Internal  Spines, 
may  we  not  rationally  fuppofe,  thac 
Things,  that  are  much  mx;)rc  unaccoun- 
table,  may  be  eafily  done,  by  the  im-, 
mediate  Affiitanceof  the  Ever-Bleffjd 
God? 
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Shall  every  Thing  that  is  evil,  be 
found  among  Men,  and  every"  Thing 
that  is  truly-good,  be  banifliM  from 
the  World  ?  I  think,  there's  much 
more  Reafon,  to  lay  down  this,  as 
a  General,  and  moft  Excellent  Maxim, 
that  \Kdierc-ever  there  is  any  real  Evil^ 
under  the  Diiguife  of  fome  real  Good, 
the  cppofue  Good  mult ,  kt  leaft ,  be 
equal  to  it,  with  Refpeft  to  its  De- 
gree. 

And  thus  we  may  ftrongly  argue, 
from  Miracles  wrought  by  tlie  Help 
of  Magicky  to  fuch  as  are  performM, 
by  the  fpecial  AfTiitance  of  the  Gred( 
GOD  himfelf. 

We  muft  either  deny ,  that  any 
Good  or  Evil,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
World,  or,  on  the  Suppofitimi  of  the 
latter,  muft  allow  the  former,  and 
perhaps  if  we  grant  the  former,  wc 
muft  affirm  the  latter ;  or  at  leaft  on 
the  Suppofition  of  any  red  Evily  muft 
allow  an  equd  Proporth»  of  that  real 
Good,  to  which  the  real  Evil  is  di- 
rectly oppofice. 

He  th.at  will  affert  the  one,  with- 
out granting  the  other,  feems  to  me, 
to  talk  at  tlie  fame  mad  Rate,  with 
one,  wlio,  confcffing,  that  there  arc 
fuch  Things  as  Sopjifrnsy  or  falfe  Shews 
of  Reafon,  fliou'd  deny,  that  there's 
any  fuch  Thuig ,    as    :rue   Logick  in 

~    the 


Origen  agaiitft  Celful      1 1 

the  AVorld,  which  is  widely  diifcrGat 
from  'em. 

Sd  that  I  fajr,  if  we  grant  ^  that 
there  *  is  fuch  a  Thing  as;  Magk^z  ^ 
ivhich  has  io  great  an  Infiuence  upon 
rvicked  D^tmons^  as  to  engage  'em,  to 
lend  their  ready,  and  joint  Affiftance, 
to  thofe,  who  profefs  that  Arc^  ic  na- 
turally follows,  "d^i-M  Almighty  God  i^ 
oblig'd,  in  Ibme  Senfe,  to  &ert  Jfiis 
Powei',  in  Performing  lach  Mirae/es  \^ 
as  carry  wich  ''em  a  convincing  Evi- 
dence of  the  Truth,  tliey  were  de-^ 
figiiM  to  att(^. 

, "  The  next  Things  I  take  kj  tfisit  i^€ 
have  to^  do,  under  this  imporrant  Head,^ 
fs  to  examine  into  the  L;fe,  and  Con- 
'verfation,  of  thofe,  who  pretend,  they 
have   a   Power  ,    to    produce    fuper^ 
natural  Effecfs^  and  to  enquire,  v^h^i      , 
ther  the  wonderful    Operacions    they 
perform ,   do   any  way    ten:%'  co  the 
Temporal,  a:nd  Eternal  Advaiiragc  of 
the  Souls  of  Men,  and  we  muft  carc^' 
fully   diftinguiih    between  M^g/c.'a^js  ^ 
who  hold  a  Gorrefpondence  vv^ith  the 
Devily  and  thofe  happy  Perfons,  wh.a 
a-re  filPd  with  the  Holy  Spiru  of-  God^ 
(whole  Divine  Iniprefftons  they  ex-? 
perience  both  on  their  S'oulSy^  and  Bo- 
dies J  v^^hocotifuk  the  true,  and  bcft 
Intereft  of  Mankind,   and  eode^i^oar 
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to  make  Men  Frofelites  to  the  moft 
Excellent  Religion,  that  was  ever  re- 
veaPd    by  a  God. 

Now  if  an  Enquiry  of  this  Kind 
be  necelTary,  to  dirtingailh  true  Mi- 
yades  from  thofe  which  are  falfe,  to 
prevent  us  from  making  Mirdcles  , 
where  there  are  really  none,  and  en- 
gage our  AlTent,  to  the  Truth  of  'em, 
when  the  Finger  of  God  may  very 
plainly  be  difcover'd  ^  then  we  fhaM 
find  ,  that  the  Miracles^  which  were 
wrought  by  Mojes ,  and  our  BlejfeA 
Saviour^  Were  owing  to  an  Estmor- 
di/htrj  Jppearame  of  the  Power  of  Gody 
fince  they  were  Solemn  Seals,  by 
which  the  Trutli  of  the  [fetvi[hf  and 
Chrisfim  Religion  was  conHrm'd,  each 
of  which,  we  know,  was  embraced 
by  a  confiderable  Body,  of  very  Wife, 
and  Vutuous  Men. 

Befides,  how  couM  Mofes^s  Law, 
which  forbids  the  Jews  to  worfhip 
Images ,  and  teaches  ^em ,  to  raiie 
their  Minds  above  all  created  Beings, 
and  fix  'em,  on  the  Eternal  God,  the 
Great  Creator,  and  Sovereign  Difpo- 
ferofthe  Univerfc,  I  fay,,  how  cou'd 
fuchaLaw  derive  its  Original,  frona 
the  Horrid  Pracfice  of  Is/lagtciarfs, 
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And  fince  'cis  a   J^tv^    that    Celfks 
perfonateSj    I   wouM    humbly    defire 
biiB ,   to  refolve  the    iollowiiig  Qiie- 
itTon,    How   coai^s  it  to   pais,    thit 
you    fwho   lirmly   beheve,    that  the 
Miracles,  which  Mofes  vvrouglir,  were 
perfbrm'dj    by  tlie    Extraordinary  Jijir^ 
jinnee  of  the    Spirit  ef  God  ^    and   en- 
deavour to  defend  'em  againfl:  thoie, 
who    fay  ,    that    the    Wife    Men   of 
E^ypt  did  ftrang^  Things,  by  the  Help 
of  Magickj  can't  be  prevaird  wirh, 
tp  acknowledge,  that   our  PJeJJed  Sa- 
I'ioHr  perform'd  his  Miracles,    by  an 
Immediate   Ajftftance  from   Above,  but 
arc  fo  ftrangely   fond  ,    of  Imitating 
the  Egypua/is  y  whom  you   know,    to 
be    your    fworn ,   and  irreconcilpable 
Enemies  ?  , 

For  if  we  may  be  allowM,  to  judge 
of  Mu-acles,  by  the  Event,  and  argus 
in  Favour  of  TOV  R  J  V  6'  T  L  i  - 
CELEBRATED  MOSES  from 
his  being  raisM  up  by  Almighty  God  , 
to  be  "the  H  O  iN  O  U  11  A  Ji  L  li 
FOUNDER  Qf  the  Jemfh  Polity, 
I  am,  lure,  we  oiay  fay  far  more,  in 
Commendation  of  our  BLESSED 
S  J  flOV  R  J  fince  the  imperfeff 
Mofes  isn't  worthv  to  he  nam'd,  with 
the  H  O  L  y,  ^nd  S  F  O  T  1  fi  S  S 
JEfiUS.      - 

Z  %  V9  I 
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For,  as  for  Mofes^  'tis  obvious  to  re- 
maTiC ,  that  he   found  ,  ready  co  his 
Hand^  fuch  Perfons,  among  the  Poite- 
ricy  ot  Jbra,ha??f^  as  livM  in  a  ReUgi- 
pus  Obfervance  of  Circumcifion,  that 
initiating  Rite,    and  m^ny  approved 
Cuftoms,  which  were   handed 'down» 
by  TrAditio^y  from  Father  to  Son,  and 
he  knew  i^ery  well,  that  they  were, 
in  a   great  Meafure ,  difposM  ,  to  re- 
ceive his  uieful  Inftruftions,'  and  prac- 
tife   his    whqlefome    Precepts,  when 
^twas  lie,  under  God,  who  brought 
^em  out    of  Egypt ,  and  the  Laws  he. 
gave   'em,  had  t;he.  ^ramp  of  a  D/- 
*v^;7e  Juthorifjy   as  You  your  felf  ac- 
l^nowled^e. 

But  O.'ir  Sitviour  making,  in  fome 
Sence,  a  much  greater  Attempt,  intro- 
duced a  Religion,  that  was  in  a  Man- 
ner  new,  and  causM  it,  to  gain 
Ground  continually ,  in  Spite  ot  all 
the  rooted  Prejudices  of  a  different 
Bducaticn.    ' 

~  And  if  'twas  highly  necelfary,  that 
Mofes  fl:ou\i'  convmce,  not  only  the 
Sa/ihedrtm^  bnt  alfo  the  Common 
people  among  the  Jews^  of  the  Truth 
5t  liis'Doftnne,  by  cpnfirmiiig  it^ 
with  thofe  Miracles^  which  the  Scrip- 
tures gives  us  an  Account  of,  there 
ivas  at  leaft  equal  R^jafon,  why  our 
B^elfed  S^.z'iour  ihon^-^tzko  the  fame 
'   "''■         '  -  \'r      ''  ^'    .    :    Method^ 
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Method  ,  CO  prove  the  Divinity  of 
his  Miffion,  fince  the  People  did  na- 
turally, eagerly  5  and  very  julily  ex- 
pect Signs,  and  Wonders ^  in  fuch 
extraordinary   Gaies. 

Nay,  'twas  evidently  neccflary,  he 
fhou'd  work  hK  greater  Miracles 
than  Mofes  y  to  wean  the  bigotted 
Jews^  from  their  Humane  Traditions, 
and  prove ,  by  Dint  of  Argument , 
and  plain  Appeals  to  Scnfe,  and  com- 
mon Obfervation ,  he  was  a  Ferfon , 
who  was  TRULY  -  DIVINE, 
and  in  a  far  more  noble  Sence,  than  ^ 

any  of  their  Ancient,  and  JUST^ 
LY  --  CELEBRATED  Pro- 
phets. - 

And  how  was  it  poflible,  that  he 
OioiiM  be  otherwife,  when  the  Ma- 
nifcit  Deii^n  of  the  Glorious  Fro- 
phecies  under  the  Old  -  X^iiamenc  - 
Dilpenfaticn,  was  obicurely  to  reveal 
him,  under  the  Character  of  the 
TRUE  MESSIAH? 

And  what  Celfu6*s  Jew  obje3:s,  a- 
gainft  the  ChrtjHans^  may  every  Whit 
as  well  be  urg'd  by  him,  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  Authority  of  M-feSy  - 
Viz,  Tha  Our  Bleffed  Saviour  rva^f 
guilty  of  ih  moft  Notoriom,^  4^  Vile 

^4  '     Jh$ 
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The  "Jew  breaks  out  into  the  fol- 
lowing Exclamation  ,  0  the  Force  of 
Truth  !  He  htmfelf  acquaints  us^  as  your 
bvm  Writings  ivfcrm  tu^  that  many  fljou'^d 
comt^  who  ryOfi^d  perform  the  fume  Mi'' 
racks  J  that  he  m  ought  himfelf^  and  on 
th^  njtry  feore  j  0  horrid  Impr^dsp^ce  i 
he  h^s  the  Face  to  charge  V;?^  mth  he- 
lm yvlcked  Men ,  and  most  mtoriom 
irrifofiors^ 

And  a  Greek^  or  Egypianj  or  any 
Other  Infidel,  may  fay  thus  to  a  Jevv^ 
f  O  the  Force  of  Truth  !  Mofes  has 
'^  told  us  plainly  j,  as  your  own  Wri- 
^^  tings  inform  us ,  that  many  fhouM 
"  comcjwho  wou'd  perform  the  fame 
*f  Miracks,  which  he  did  himfelf,  and 
"  yet  be  very  wicked  ,  and  defigning 
"  Wretches. 

For  \is  writ  in  YOUR    OWN 

LAW,    If  there   arife    among  you  d 

^€^t^  ij,  pyopfogf^    Qy  a  Dreamer  of  Dreams^  and 

he  gives  thee  a  Sigfi^  or  a  Wonder^  and 
the  ^ign^  or  the  Wonder  come  to  fafs^ 
whereof  he  fpdke  unto  thee^  j^y^^Z^  ^<^^ 
m  go  after  other  Godsy  which  thou  haft  n&t 
knovon\  and,  let  us  Jerve  '*em  ;  ThoufhaU 
mt  hearken  |a  that  Prophet^  or  Dreamer 
of  Dreams.  •  •  ' 

The 
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The  pretended  jTfrr  goes  on,  and 
makes  car  Saviour  fay  ^  ThM  Satan 
tvi/l  he  th^  Origmal  Author  of  their 
Curfed  Art^  thinking  thereby  to  ridi- 
cule^ and  infulc  hirp.  But  the  Chri? 
ftians,  or  gmy  Infidels,  may  as  well 
alledge,  againil  his  Celebrated  Mofes^ 
that  thefe  Prophets,  and  Dreamers 
of   Preams    wouM     cpuaterfeit     lii^ 

Miracles. 

■■•■'■"  / 

The  '^erv  fays  farther  ^  That:  our 
Sdviour^'S  Mirac/ifS ,  ez^'*^  according  to 
his  O'rpn  Confefjiony  have  no  Stamf  of  a 
Divine  Authority^  hut  are  fuch  Wcrks^ 
as  woiPd  he  done^  hy  the  Vileji  Perfom 
ufo^  Earth. 

But  an  Infidel  may  turq  the  Argu« 
menc  upon  Mofis^  and  fay,  that  his 
Miracles,  ev'n  according  to  his  own 
Confeffion,  have  no  Stamp  of  a  D/- 
vine  Authority,  but  are  fuch  Works,  as 
v/ouM  be  done  ,  hy  Ferfons  of  the 
moft  infamous  Charafter.  And  the 
following  Words ,  pur  Saviour  , 
not  being  &hle  ^  to  refji  the  Evi- 
dence  of  Truth  j  do'^s  ^  ir^  the  fame 
Breathy  condemn  their  Miracles  ^  arjd 
his  onm^  may  evjery  whit  as  well  be 
retorted  upon  Mofes, 

Ami 
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And  thofe  Words  of  the  Jew^  IsrP( 

fty  I  befeech  yoUy  a  moji  intolerable  Things 
tljAt  from  the   fame  JciioMs   He  by  all  - 
Means,  muj}   be  denominated  A   GODj 
and  Others   be   branded    n>ith   the    Infg,- 
mom  Title  of  MAGICIAN:^  I 

I  fay  thofe  Words  qf  the  7^:;^'  may 
be  turnM  upon  Mofes  thus/  Isn't  it, 
I  befeech  you  ,  a  moft  incolerable 
Thing,  that  from  the  fame  Actions 
He  by  all  Means  muft  be  denomina- 
ted a  Faithful,  and  EMINENT 
i^  ERF  A  NT  of  thQ  BLESSED 
G  0  Dy  and  Others  be  branded  wit}i 
the  odious  Title  of  IMPOSTORS. 

And  thofe  Words  of  the  Jetty  E'v^n 
&t cording  to  his  own  free  Confefficn^  we 
have  no  more  Reafon^  to  think,  that 
they  were  rvicked  Men^  than  that  he  rva^ 
d  'uile  Wretch  himfelf^  pay  be  turned 
upon  Mofes  thus,  what  an  Inftance 
of  Madaefs  is  it,  to  look  upon  Mcfes 
as  a  Servant  of  GOD^  and  more  than 
ordinary  Prophet ,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  to  deny  thefe  honourable  Cha- 
rafters,  to  fuch  Perfqns,  as  were  to 
work  Miracles ,  as  well  as  he ,  ev'n 
according  to  his  own  PrediQ:ion  ? 
And  thole  Words  of  the  Jew  ( which 
lie  thinks  do  give  more  Force  to  the 

-^     >     .     -  -  '      Ob- 
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/Objeftion  )  viz,.  That  our  ^auiour  him- 
Jelf  bai  told.  ii6j  that  fach  Actions  v;ers 
certain  In  die  At  ions  of  the  mojl  notcriom 
Deceit^  And  Jmfietj^  And  not  of  a  Dt-r 
vine  Poiver  ^  accompanying  the  Perjons 
who  perform'^ d  ''em^  may  eafily  be  re- 
torted upon  Mojes. 


Chap. 


HEN  Celfpu'^s  JetVj  fpeaking  tq 

thofe  of  his  Native  Country^ 

wliq  had  embracM  Chriftianity,  aski. 
us  the  following  Queftioa  ( ior  'tii 
plain,  he  had  his  Eye  upon  us  all 
along,  tho'  for  a  blind,  he  direfts  his 
Difcourlc  to  them  J  Vi^bat  in  God-i 
Ndfne  coH^d  induce  you ,  to  helieve  in  ^ 
your  pretended  Saviour  f  Was  it  his 
forete/iing^  that  he  jhou^d  rife  from  this 
dead?  %\it  this  may  be  turn'd  upoa 
Mofes  thus,  What  inducM  you  to  be^ 
lieve  in  your  nioft  Celebrated  Pro- 
phet ?  Was  it  his  Foretelling  thq 
Circumftances  of  hi?  Death,  in  the 
following  Words,  So  Moles  :he  ^^^'^^^;^f^^, 
f^M  of  the  Isorddfd  there^  in  the  Lard     ""  *  '' 
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of  Moab,  according  to  the  Word  of  th 
Lord.  And  he  bury^d  him^  in  a  Valley^ 
in  the  Lmd  of  Moab ,  over  ag^J^jji 
Beth-peor  .  But  no  Mdn  knou-.  of  h^s 
^epfilchre^  unto  this  Day. 

It  the  Jew  ridicuh^^  our  Saviour  , 
becaufe  hs  Ibre-ioid,  that  he  IhjuM 
file  froiii  the  Dead^  we  may,  by  a 
Parky  of  Reafon  ^  expofe  Mofes  to 
Contempt,  and  lay.  that  m  was'ihe 
Author  of  the  Pentateuch^  ancj  mfcrted 
that  Paifage,  No  one  knows  bis  Scpu!-, 
chre^  tinto  this  Dajfy  with  a  politick 
befign  ,  to  render  his  Name  Im? 
mortal. 

Then  the  '^eiv  continues  his  Dlf- 
coarfe,  to  thole  of  his  own  Gountry- 
Men,  that  were  Chriftians,  in  the 
following  Words,  IVcll,  we'^ll juppofe^ 
fays  he,  for  6nce ,  th&t  your  pretended 
Saviour  forttold^  that  he  fjoti'd  -fife  from 
the  dexd.  But  fray  ^  have  not  others 
mdde  Vfe  of  th^  fame  fttyful  Artifice. 
to  take  Advantage  of  the  Weaknejs  of 
fo^^e  filly  People  f 

Zamolxis ,    Servant  to  Pythagoras, 
V  took  this    Method ,    to   dtlside   the  Scy- 

I  thians ,   and  It  feemsy    Pythagoras  7va^ 

I  fo  cunning  ^    ^  to  do  the  fame.       And 

Rampjiaitus   is  reported    to  havi    done 
t^  the  Uke  in  Egypt^   x>M^  ^ff^^J  Credit 

"i.         *■  if 
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is  to  be  gi'v^n  to  Hiflcrj  ,  ~'plafd  af 
Dice  with  Ceres,  i^  the  Regwn  cf  the 
dead  ^  a^dforcd  her,  to  give  him  a 
Handkerthiejj  (he  had]  that  was  curioufljf 
embroider'^d,  Orpheus  did  the  fume  ^ 
Amcfig  the  People,  v^ho  were  calPd  Odryfas, 
Protefilaus  amofjg  the  Thcffalians,  and 
Hereules,  and  Thefeus  amor?g  the  In- 
habitants  (?/' Toenarus.  ^ut  here  it  dt^ 
ferves  to  he  co^Jider'^d,  whether  any  Per^ 
fon,  that  was  ireallj  dead,  did  ever  rife 
rHth  the  fame  Numerical  Body. 

Da  you  ,  who  look  on  the  Accounts^ 
that  are  giv'^n  by  others,  a^  trifling  Stc^ 
rUs  imagine ,  that  the  CataJIrophe  of  , 
your  fencelefs  Drama  is  ever  the  more 
jufl,  or  probable,  becaufe  you  endeavour 
to  adorn  it,  with  fomt  fine  Invent  ions  <, 
becaufe  your  Crucify^d  JESUS  gave 
4  dreadful  Out-cry,  when  he  lay  at  the 
very  Point  of  Death,  becaufe  there  haf^ 
period  io  be  an  Earth-quake,  and  a  mori 
than  ordinary  Dairkmfs^ 

Tou  boldly  nffrm ,  that  he  rofe  f^m 
the  dead ,  (  tho"^  it  feems  ,  he  was  far 
from  being  able ,  to  feeure  his  Perfon , 
while  ht  remained  on  Earth  )  andfberv*d 
upon  his  Body  all  the  Mirks  of  his  Cru^ 
eifixion  ,  and  the  very  Print  of  the 
Nails, 


Bat 
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But    you   your  [elves    ack»owled<7e  ^ 
thdt  there  w^ts  no  Wltnefs  of  the  Truth 
of  this  Account^  hut  one  Fa/iAtical  Wo- 
man ^    And.    ferhaps  fame    Body   dfe^  of 
the  fame  wretched  Cab  all ,  that  was  fUin- 
ly  deluded^  by    her   own    idle   Whimfies , 
or   too    eajily  believed  y    what    fjje   wau'*d 
have  to   be  true ,  as  it  frequently   hap^ 
fens^  or  in  the  Ufl   Place  (  which  fiems 
to  me  more  probable  )  had  a   Mind    to 
amufe     People  y     with     this      imagiyiary 
Miracle  y  And  furnijh  fuch   Cheats  y    as 
her  Self  with  a  Pretence^  for  difiurbing 
the    World y    with'  Notortomy  and  Vile 
Impofiures^ 

But    fmce  'tis   a  pretended   Jetv\^ 
diat    fays    all    this,  I    fliall    anlwer 
flint  accordingly,  and  turn  the  Edge 
ef  his  own  Weapon  upon  yiofesy  by 
defiring,  that   he    wou'd  refolvc  me' 
the  following    Queftion,     Pray    how 
many    grofs    Impoilors    have     done 
Miraclesy  to  take    Ad^^^arrtage  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  Tome  fiDy  People,  and 
yet  you  are  forward  to  give  Gredic 
to    Mofis  y   en    the  Account  of  the 
MiracUsy  he  wrought  ? 

Befides ,  methinks  'tis  fomewhat 
BnfuitabJe  to  the  Cliaraftef  of  z 
Jewy  to  alledge  the  Inftances  of  ^4* 
molxisi  and  Py^hagor^tSf  lince  the  ^ewsf 
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^tis    well    known,  are  little  con  var- 
iant with  the  Greek  Hiftorians, 

The  Account  which   he  gives  us^ 
of  Rampfinhusy  and  Ceres^  wou'd  have 
Come,  with    a    much  better  Grace  ^ 
from  the  Mouth  of  an  Egyftiany  who^ 
to    lellen   the    Authority   of   Mofes  ^ 
might   fay,    that  'twas    much    more 
probable,  that  the  forc-mention'd  Per- 
fons  fhouM   play   at    Dice  together, 
in  the  Region  of  the  Dead,  and  that 
h€,  as  a  Proof  of  his  Defcent  thither, 
(liouM  produce  the  embroider'd  Hand- 
kefrchief,   which   he   took    from  the 
Goddefs,   than  that  Mofes  went  into 
the  Darknefs,  which  God  himfelf  did 
inhabit,   and  that  he  alone  had  the 
Honour,  to   come    near   him,   as   he 
himfelf  gives  us  an  Account. 

And  we,   who  are  the  Followers 
of  the  Holjjejhs^  may  make  the  fol- 
lowing Addrefs,  to  the  pretended  "Jea;^ 
when  he   talks  at  fo    extravagant  a 
Rate,    Pray    how   do    you    anfwer 
the  Greeks^    a!nd   EgyptUns^  who  raife 
many  of  the  fame  Obje£fcions  againft 
yiofes^  that  you  offer  againft  our  Blef 
fed  SAviour  f     When  you  have  heapM 
up  all  the  Arguments,  you  can  think 
of,   in  Defence  of  Mojes^    ( thd*  we 
think,  at  the  fame  time,  that  we  can 
folidly,  and  clearly  prove  him  to  b^ - 
a  True,  and  very  Eminent  Prophet) 

you^M 
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you'll  be  forcM,  unawares  to  acknow" 
ledge,  ev^n  according  to  thofe  Argu- 
ments, which  you  your  Selves  make 
ufe  of,  that  our  Blejfed  Saviour  did 
yaftly  ,  and  indeed  infinitely  exceed 
hirii. 

But  becaufe  Celf^^s  '^erv  makes 
meer  Game  of  the  Hiftories,  wliich 
give  us  an  Account,  of  the  Defcent, 
of  fome  Heroesy  into  the  Region  of 
the  D^ad,  and  their  Return  from 
thence,  and  thinks,  that  their  pre- 
tended DIVINE  SORT  OF  AB- 
SCON  DING  for  a  Time,  and 
then  coming  back  again  ,  and  ma- 
king an  Appearance  upon  the  Stage 
of  the  World,  was  all  Artifice,  and 
Delufi'o'n  (  as  he  plainly  intimates  ,• 
when  he  fpeaks  of  th^  Opinion,  that 
the  Odryfism  had  of  Orpheus  ^  the 
Theffdians  of  ProtefiUus^  and  the  In-. 
habitants  of  T(^nArm  entertained  of 
Hercules^  and  Thefeus, )  I  Ihall  make 
it  appear ,  that  there  is*  no  Manner 
of  Comparifon,  between  thefc  Fables- 
of  the  Greeks,  and  the  Account  that 
the  Ev.tngelifts  give  us,  of  the  Rc« 
furre£tion  of  Our  Savhur.    ' 

'Tis'ofcvious  to  remark,  that  tltefe 
F^ulot^  Heroes  couM  defcend  into  the 
Region  of  the  Dead,  whenever  the 
•Pancy  took  'em,  and  return  as  foon 

aS' 
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as  they  law  Caufe  to  do  fo.  But 
llnce!  0ur  Saviour  wa^'  crucily'd  ,  iii 
the  open  View  of  the  Jervs^  and  Ro- 
7/ians^  ^rid  after  his  Death,  was  tak'ii 
down  ffdm  the  Crofsj  in  the  Sight; 
of  io  many  Witneffes  ,  wliat  Reaioa 
have  we  to  imagine,  that  he  feignM  his' 
Defcent,  into  the  World  of  difem- 
bodyM  Spirits,  and  his  Re'tunl  m  our, 
WorU  again,  as  the  GYeeks  have  feign'cl 
their  Hero&s^  to  have  often  done. 
/  Nay,  Fm  inclinM  to  think  ,  that 
from  the  Story  of  thcfe  Ancient  Me- 
roes  we  niay  bs  furnifh'd,  with  an 
Argument,  that  will  take  away,  ni 
a  great  Meafnre,  the  Si:)V  ?  0  S '  D  ' 
I  N  FA  M  T  of  x^Q  CRO  SS  of 
CHRIST, 

Had  our  Saviour  dy'd^  irf  ^  con^- 
mon  Way,  and  giv^-i  tht  ^Jews  and' 
Romkns  iio  cont^iucing  Probt,  6F  ths' 
Realtiy  of  his  Death,  be  had  certainly 
been  licibld  to  Suiyicio/2  /  as  well  as 
many  of  the  Heroes  o^  the  Greeks  / 
tbo'  he  had  realiy  been  loos'd;  from 
the  Ifrong  Bbiids  of  the  Grave,  in 
\vhich  he  was  fome  Time  held- 

I  humbly  conceive^^  therefore,  that 
one  principal  Reafon,  v.' fry  he  dy'd/ 
in  lb  pubhck.a  Mknner,  was  tl.fe  5; 
that  no  Peribn  might  have  tae  i^ait 
Umbrage  of  JealoLily^"  that  \\zcrafiiij 
renr^'d  imm  the   World^    and'  ie^gn'd 
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hinifelf,  to  be  gone  down  to  the  Re- 
gion of  the  Dead,  and  took  his  own 
Time  to  appear  again  ,  making  the 
World  believe  ,  that  he  was  ris'n 
from  the  Dead ,  when  in  Truth,  he 
was  all  this  While  as  much  alive 
as  ever. 

But  to  remove  any  fuch  foolifh 
Sufpicion,  we  need  only  conlider, 
that  his  Difciples  molt  willingly  ex- 
posed themfelves  to  imminent  Dan- 
gers^, in  publifhing  his  Doflirine  to 
the  Vv^orld,  tho^  they  were  not  ig- 
norant ,  of  the  rooted  Prejudices  of 
Men  ,  againft  it.  This  certainly  , 
they  wou'd  never  have  been  tempt<* 
ed  to  do,  if  their  Lord's  RefurrcQ:!- 
on  had  been  no  more  than  an  em- 
ty  Fidion,  efpecially  if  w' e  confider, 
they  riot  only  perfwaded  others,  to 
lay' down  then-  Lives,  for  the  Caufe 
of  Chrffi ,  but  with  the  greateft 
Readinefs  wou'd,  if  it  were  poifible, 
have  dyM  Tea  Thoufand  Deaths,  to- 
promote  it. 

Then  Celfifs^s  Jew  as  if  'twas  impofli- 
ble,  that  any  one  fhou'd  rife  from  the 
Dead,  with  the  fame  Numerical  Bo- 
dy, makes  Ufe  of  this  rafb  Expreffioa. 
}Ve  nmsi ,  fays  he ,  cortfider^  whetksr 
Am    Verfon     tbdt   Mas   fealij    dead  ^  did 
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ever  rife^  rvith  ths  fame  Numerical  and 
Proper  Body, 

This,  One  WduM  tfilnkj  fliou'dn^t 
come,  from  the  Mouth  ot  one,  who 
bears  the  Gharafter  of  a  Jewy  who  is 
fuppos'd  to  believe,  whit  we  find  re-* 
corded,  ia  the  two  Books  of  /C//^?->%  ^  ^,';'^'^ 
concerning  two  Children/  one  tcffzKin/^c 
which  was  reftorM  to  Life  by  Elijlh^  v,  ^4: 
dnd  the  other  by  E/iJhs,  And  I  be- 
heve,  'tw^as  Matter  of  our  Saviour'^s 
Giioice,  to  be  educated  among  the 
y^v,  becaufe  the}^'  were  accuftomM 
to  Miracles ,  that  fo  by  comparing 
what  he  did,  ^with  what  had  been 
dpnej  in  tiie  former  Ages  of  the  World,- 
they  might  be  forc'd  to  acknowledge^ 
that  his  Miracles  deferv'd  the  Prefe- 
rence, by  whom,  and  in  whofe  Name^ 
far  greaterThings  were  perform'd,  tharr 
had  been  done,  in  the  Memory  of  ^ 
Mam  ^ 

Then  the  pretended  Jew  ^having 
producM  the  Hiftories  of  the  Greeks^ 
to  ?nQ.\v  us  the  ftrange  Artifices^  which 
the  Ancient  Heroes  ns'd,  tliat  People 
might  imagine,  that  they  were  ris'n 
from  the  dead)  diretts  his  Difcourie^- 
to  thofe  of  his  Native  Country,  that 
were  converted  to  the  Chriftiair  Faiihy 
in  the  following  Words, 

A  a  .2  £>i5 
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Do  jou  look  upon  the  AccountSy  tha^ 
are  gtv^n  by  others^  as  tripng  Stories^ 
And  imagine^  that  the  Catajf raphe  of  yotir 
SsnfcUfs  Drama  is  ever  the  more  jujtj 
or  probabky  becaufe  you  endeavour^  to  4- 
dorn  ity  with  fome  Fine  Invent  ions  ^  be- 
caufe your  Crucify^d  Jefus  gave  a  mofi 
dreadful  Out  -  Cry  ,  when  he  lay  At  the 
very  Point  of  Death  ? 

To  this  I  anfwcr,  we  believe,  that 
the  Account,  which  you  have  giv'n, 
of  the  Jncient  Heroes  of  the  Greeks , 
is  grofly  Fabulous,  but  we  are  fully 
perfwaded,  and  I  think,  on  very  pa- 
tionai  Grounds ,  that  the  Account , 
which  is  giv'a  us,  of  our  Blejfed  Sa- 
vioury  in  thofe  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
arc  common  tons  both,  and  of  which 
we  make  our  Boaft,  as  much  as  you 
your  felves,  is  far  from  deferving  that 
contemptible  Gharafler ,  which  this 
Gendeman  is  pleasM  to  give  it. 

Therefore  ,  we  can  never  grant  ^ 
that  the  Qioriom  Mtraclts^  which  were 
wrought,  in  raifing  fome  Perlons  from 
the  dead,  as  we  are  credibly  informed, 
were  no  better  than  empty  Fiflions, 
and  vain  Amuiements.  V/e  believe, 
tint  oar  Saviour  did  really  rife  from 
the  dead  ,  as  the  Prophets ,  and  he 
himlelf  had  foretold  he  fliou'd  ^  and 
One  Thing,  aia\org  others^  that  makes 

his 
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his  Refurreftion  the  more  remarkable, 
and  in  which  ic  excelPd  than  of  any 
other  Perfon,  is  the  following  Conli- 
deration,  that  he  wa'n't  rai^'d  from 
the  dead,  by  a  Prophetj  fuch  as  Elijah^ 
or  EltjhA  was,  but  by  the  IMME- 
DIATE INFLUENCE  of  rhe 
GO  D-HEJD. 

Hence  it  came  to  pafs  ,  that  the 
happy  Effefts  of  his  Refurreftion 
were  fo  Exrraordinary^  a^d  ib  Ge- 
neral. 

Pray  was  the  Refurrcclion  of  the 
two  Children  before- mention'd  ,  a 
great  and  diffufive  Blefling  to  Man- 
kind, as  we  know  the  Refiirrectioa 
of  our  SA^iour  was,  wh^n  the  Power 
of  Sod  did  fo  eminently  accompany 
the  Preaching  of  the  Gofpcl ,  and 
caus'd  it  to  make  fo  deep,  and  laftipg 
an  Impreflion,  upon  the  Minds,  gf 
fo  many  of  his  Hearers,  who  at  firft 
were  llrangely  prcjudic'4  againft 
him  ? 


3  Cha.]^. 
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H  E  pretendtl]  ^n;  ^oes  on 
_^  and  is  ready  to  fplic  his  Sides 
Witii  Laughing,  at  the  Earth-quake  ^ 
aPxd  ridicules  the  more  than  ordinary 
baiknefs,  that  were  the  JJV FV  L 
CONCOMITANTS  of  our  Sa^ 
^jiour'^s  Sufferings, 

But  this  I  have  already  anfwer'^d  , 
according  to  my  weak  Ability,  and 
produced  the  Teftimony  of  Phlegon  , 
who  acknowledges,  that  thefe  won- 
derful Events  did  really  happen,  at 
the  Time  of  our  Saviour's  Faffion» 


Then  the  "Jew  has  the  following 
Words,  Tou  fajf^  that  he  rofe  from  the 
demdj  ( tho*  he  was  Jay  from  being  ahle^ 
to  jecure.  his  PerJo/'Sj  while  he  remained 
on  Edrth  )  md  jhew^d  ufon  his  Body 
k II  the  Marks  of  his  Crucifxion  ^  and 
the  very  PriM  of  the  Nails^  with  rvhich 
ik  Hmds^  and  Fees  nrre  perc^4» 

But 
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Bat  what  dos  this  Gentlemaa  mean, 
by  faying,  He  iVA'n^t  able  to  Jea^re  his 
Verjon  ?  If  he  means,  that  our  B/effed 
S-aviour  wa'nt  able  to  fecure  himlejf, 
from  the  common  Contagion  of  Vice, 
and  Imm.orahty,  what  he  fays,  is  ab- 
folutely,  and  manifcftly  faife.  For 
he  never  fpoke  a  Word  ,  or  did 
an  Action,  that  was  in  the  leaf}  in- 
decent, or  unworthy  of  an  INCAR- 
NATE GOD.  ^^^^  ^ 

He  was  led  ^  as  4  Sheep  ^  to  the  v.*^  2 
Sl.ttighter  5  dnd  as  n  Lnwb  before  her 
^hctrers ,  ipas  dumb  \  jo  he  oferi^d  not 
hM  Mouth,  Viz,,  By  way  of  Com- 
plaint, or  Uneafmels,  as  St.  Ivhtherv 
acquaints  ms. 

Bat  if  Celfi^  meaas,  that  he  didn't 
exert  his  Power, 'to  fecure  himfelf, 
from  the  outward  Calamities,  to  vv^hich 
be  was  exposM,  which  morally  con- 
fider'd,  were  neither  Good,  nor  Evil : 
I  have  pK)vM  already,  from  the  Gol« 
pels,  that  he  fubmitted  to  ^eni  with 
the  greateft  Readinefs  imaginable  ^ 
and  fhew'd  the  Reaibas^  which  juftify'd 
his  Condacl. 

Then  the  pretended  Jew  ^  hayli3q 
fpoke  of  our  Saviour's   fliewiog  ait 

the  Marks   of  his    Crucifixion  ^j  and 

A  4  tha 
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tlie  very  Print  of  his  JSTafls ,  iays , 
[fhere-  was  nt>  IVit^sefs^  of  the  Truth  of 
this  (IrAn^e  Account^  hut  one  Fanatical 
Y/orrun  y  defigniag  to  ridicuie  Mary 
^xgd4r/3j  who  Taw  him,  after  he  was 
ris'u  irora  the  dead,  as  wc  are  told 
m  tlia  Goipeis,  and  Decaufe  y/e  are 
ipform'd,  that  he  was' feeii  by  others,^ 
he  thought  {it  to  iadd  the  iollowins 
Words,  A/dd  perhaps  fome  Body  elje^  of 
th  fame  wretched  Cab^L 

Then  he  plainly  difcovcrs,  that  he 
is  one  of  thole,  who  admire  the  £^/- 
cure  an  Hjpothefsy  when  he  endeavours^ 
to  (liew,  how  a  hvely  Idea  of  a  de* 
ceas^  Perfon  may  be  fqtmM,  in  the 
,  ^yarai  Imagination,  in  the  following 
Words  ,  Who  was  deluded  by  her  onm 
idle  Whlmjies  ^  or  toa  eajilj  believed  y 
what:  fhe  wou^d  hiive  to  be  true^  ai  ws^ 
'kmw  in  jrequerAlj  h-^ppe^s, 

Therc^s  a  great  Deal  of  Forec,  if 
we  ir^iiit  give  any  heed  to  his  idle 
Whimfies  ^    in,   this    fcurrilous     Lan- 

But  ev'n   from  hence  wp  n^ay  be 
furnifliMj  with  an  Argument,  to  prove 

the  IkWRTAL  SVBSISTENCE  of 
'^VMANp.  Spy^S. ,  whc\i  'ihey  are 
fepgrated  'ivoii\  their  bodies,  an^  the 

•'^  .  ,  t  ■     -    ^  ^  •>  .  ..   „     '       ''  ■     '   4  -  ■  K... 
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unavoidable  Confequence  of  what  he 
here  alTerts,  amounts  to  this  at  leaft, 
that  it  iurvives  the  Body, 

For,  if  as  PUto  pbferveSj  in  his  DUr 
logues,  about  the  HVMANE  60VL^ 
there  are  certain  linages  of  dead  Per- 
fbns.,  that  are  feen  ne^f  their  Tombs, 
then  thpy  muli  be  o^viqg  to  fom^ 
Caufe  or  other.  4^^^  ^o  Caufe  caxi 
JDe  fo  rationally  aflign'd,  as  the  Soql 
of  the  deceasM  I^erfon^  that  alfumcs  ^ 
Body,  which  is  adapted  to  it, 

But  Celfus ,  who  4dvances  thp 
foFe-rnentionM  Notion,  wou'd  make 
People  drp am  j  >vhi]e  vtbey  are  thq- 
roughly  awake,  and  ha'^e  their  Sen- 
ces  about  ^em,  and  fays,  ^hey  too  tsr 
filj  believe^  what  they  rvou*d  have  to  be 
true:.  Such  Dreams,  irideed,  as  he 
talks  of,  ar^  cpmmon,  when  the  Bo-^ 
dily  Sences  are  IpcM  up  by  Sleep  ^ 
but  i  think,  we  can't  cafily  account 
for  'em  ,  when  Perfons  are  awake, 
uclefs  they  be  troubPd  with  Ms- 
jancholy ,    or  falPn  into  a  Fit  of  the 


^ilm^ 


154       Origen  againft  Celjm. 

Celjiis^  it  feems,  vva^i't  ignorant  of 
this,  and  that  made  him  call  Mary 
Miigdden^  a  Fmntick^  tho'' the  Scrip- 
ture-Hiitory  fays  nothing  hke  it,  and 
our  Saviour's  Appearing,  after  he  was 
ris'n  from  the  dead,  and  fhowing 
all  the  Marks,  that  were  made  in 
his  Cnicify'd  Body,  mull,  according 
to  Celjm^  be  folvVl  by  the  Dj3:rine 
of  the  Images  of  dcceasM  ferfoos, 
but,  according  to  the  Scriptafo-Ac- 
count,  f  which  he's  fo  canning  as  to 
ufe,  when  he  thinks  that  it  ferv^  his 
purport  j  the  Matter  of  Fact  flood 
thus. 

Our  Saviouy  caird  one  of  his  Difci- 
pies  to  him,  who  couMn't  for  his  Life 
beli€ve,that  he  was  ris'n  from  the  dead, 
with  the  fame  Body,  I  fay,  with  the 
fame  Body.  For  the  AfpAr^nce  of  Hu- 
rnixfie  Souls^  after  Death,  don't  feem  to 
be  the  leaft  Matter  of  his  Doubt. 

Therefore,  'tis  remarkable,  that  he 
Tohn  20.  dos'n't  fay.  Except  I  fee  him^  but  Ex- 
V.  25  ceft  I  jljal!  fee  in  his  H^nds  the  Print 
of  th  Nads  J  and  fut  my  finger 
i^io  thePri:n  of  the  Hails^  and  thruH 
my  Hapdy  i^ta  hu  SideSy  I  wtH  not  hg'- 
lieve. 

Hs  didifc  qu'^ftion,  but  that  the 
Soul  of  a  deceas'd  Perion  might  a- 
nimate  ^  Body,  which  v/ou'd  be  vi« 
fiblc  to  the  corporqal  Eye,  and^  bear 
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a  Refemblance  to  that,  from  which 
'twas  feparared  by  Death^  not  only 
With  reipeft  to  the  Eyes,  and  Voice, 
and  Mien, 

but  alfo, 

bometimes  appear  tn  a  UHe  tU^tt  ctocitt)  a,  gook  2^5, 

Therefore  our  S^w^/^r  calPd  Thomas 
to  hini,    and    laid,    Re&ch    hither   ^^?;  john  20, 
Fi'figer^  and  behold  my  Hmds^  and  reach     v.  2;. 
hither  thy  Hand^  a^d  thru  ft  it   into  -my 
Sidey  and    he   not    faithhfs^  hut  heliev^ 
ino, 

o 

And  by  the  Way,  'twas  agreable, 
to  the  many  Prophecies ,  which  we 
meet  with  concerning  hitn,  the  many 
evident  Miracles  he  wrought,  and  an« 
iifaal  Accidents,  that  befell  him,  that 
he  ihou'd  rife  from  tlie  Dead,  and 
that  this  confiderable  Circumftance 
fliou'd,  as  it  were,  crown,  and  com^- 
pleat   the  reft. 

The  Prophetical  Pfalmift    fpeaking 
in  the   Ferfon    of   our    Saviour ,    has 
this  Prophecy,   relating    to  him  ^  My 
Fleff^  aljo  (ball    refi    in  Hope ,  for  ^^^^p  ai^  ^^- 
votlt    not    leave  my    Soul  in  Hell  ^    nor     V.  9.^ 
[ujfa  thy  Holy  One  to  fee  Corruption, 

And    the  Body,  with   which  our 
.Saviour  rofe  from  the  Dead,  did  nei- 
ther confiftj  of  fuch  grofs  Matter^  as 
'       '  '  '     ■"    ^'  it  ■ 
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it  confifted  of  before,  nor  of  fucb 
fubtil  Matter,  as  that  with  which  fc- 
paratc  Souls  are  cloath'd^  when  an 
Apparition  appears. 

Theretbre  St.  "^ohn  has  the  follow- 
ing Words,  Hk  Difciples  were  witlotfty 
dnd  Thomas  xvith  ^em.  Then  came  Je^ 
fusj  the  Doors  being  Jbut^  ahgL  flooi  in 
the  Miiftj  itnd  fatd^  P^'tce  be  unto  you. 
And  he  adds  theb  Words,  Ti^en  fajs 
he  to  Thomas,  reach  hither  thy  Fy/?ger» 
St,  Luke  tells  us,  that  When  Simon 

V.  il'^'^^^  Cleopas  were  tdktng  of  the  Things 
that  had  hap^en^d  to  hlm^  J^f^  him[df 
drew  near ,  and  ivcnt  wtth  ^em.  But 
their  Eyes  were  holden^  that  they  [hou'^d 
not  kyjow  him.  And  he  /aid  to  ^em  , 
li  hat  Ma?fner  of  Communications  are 
.rhefsy  that  ye  have  with  one  another  ^ 
ds  ye  walk  ?  And  in  the  fame  Chap- 
ter he  has  thefe  Words,  And  their  Eyes 

^  '  IS--  were  oferPd ,   and  they   knew  him  ,    and 
he  vdnifh^d  out  of  their  Sight. 

And  tho'  Celffi^  compares  this  Ac- 
count 5  which  the  Gofpels  give  us , 
of  the  Appearance,  which  our  Savi- 
our made,  after  he  was  ris'n  from 
!the  Dead  ,  to  common  Stories  of 
\^  .  wonderful  Apparitious  ,  and  laughs 
at  thofe,  who  were  Eye-WitnefTes  of 
the  FaQ;  ;  yet  they  who  impartially 
examine  into  Matters,  and  are  fur- 
nifliM  with  a  Capacity,  to  make  nice 

En- 
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Enquiries,  will  be  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge ,  there  was  fomething  in  the 
Cale  before  us,  that  was  very  re- 
markable, and  farprizing. 


Chap. 


THEN   Celfm  offers  an  Obje- 
ftion,   which  do's  a  little  de- 
ferve  to  be  confider'd  by  us,  If  Chrtji 
bad  a  Mind^  fays  he,  to  exert  the  Di- 
n^ine  Porvery  rvhich  he  pretended  to  havt^ 
certAinl)  he  ought  to  have   dppear'^d  t0 
his  Enemies^    to  the  Judge,    mho  fafs^d 
the  Sentence  of  Death  upon  him  ,    and 
to  the  fihole  Body     of  the  People,    who 
rofe  up,  as  it  tvere,  in  Arms  againH  hin^» 
And  indeed  we  don't  go  about  to 
deny,   that  the  Scripture   plainly  ac- 
quaints us,  that  after  he  was  ris'n 
from  the  dead,  he  refusM  to  appear 
fo  publickly,'  and  to  all  Perfons  pro- 
milcuoufly,  as  he  did  before.    He  was 
feen  of  the  Apoftles  fort)  Days,    and  fpoke  ^^  -^ 
of  Things,  pertaining  to  the  Kjnghrn  of      '  ^* 
God,  as  we  learn  from  the  A£ts  of 
die  Apoftles, 

And 
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And  we  read  in  the  Gofpels,  that 
he  v/aVt  continually  with  'em,  but 
Ibmetimes  after  the  Interval  of  eight 
Days,  appeared  in  the  midft  of  'eiii^ 
when  the  Doors  were  fliuc,  and  at 
other  Opportunities  appeared  to  'em, 
in  a  very  different  Manner. 

And  St.  FauIj  intimating  to  us,  that 

he  did't  fo  frequently  appear  then,  as 

he  had  done  before,   has  the  following 

i(;^Qj.^  j^  Words  ,     /  deliver'* d  unto  yen  frjl  of 

'fi^^^Sc.a/Iy  that  which  I  alfo  receiv^d^  hoiv  that 

Chriji  dfd  for  our  Sins  ,     according   to 

the  Scriptures  '     And  thdt  he  wa^s  hurfd^ 

a?id  that    he  rofe   again  the  third  Day  , 

'  according  to  the   Scriptures  :    And  -  that 

he    nw  feen  of    Cephas  ,    then   of  the 

Twelve,      After  that  he  was  feen  of  above 

five  hundred  Brethren   at  once^  of  whom 

the  greater  Part  remain,  unto  this  pre- 

fent,  but  fome   are  falPn  aflee^.      After 

that  he  w^  jeen  of  James,  then  of  all 

the  Apofiles,      And   lajl  of   all  he    wa4 

feen  of  me  alfoj  us    one  born  out  of  due 

Time. 

Here  a  very  difficult  Queftion  do's' 
occur,  that  requires  the  clofeft  Ap- 
plication ,  and  chat  not  of  ordinary 
Chriftia-ns  ,  but  of  thofe,  who  have 
attained  to  the  greateft  Eminency,  in 
the  School  of  Ciirift,  viz.  Why  our 
Saviour  refused,  to  expofe  himfeif  to 
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publick  View,  after  his  Refurrcclion, 
as  he  had  done  before. 

There's  no  need,  I  think,  in  a  Book 
of  this  Nature,  ( the  main  Defiga  of 
which  is  to  defend  the  Chriftian  Re« 
ligion,  agamfl:  the  bold  ilttempts  of 
its  malicious  Adveriarics  j  to  give  a 
full,  .or  large  Solution  of  fo  Critical 
a  Point .  But  I  fhail  offer  a  few 
Thoughts  at  prefenc,  which,  I  hope^ 
will  give  the  Reader  fome  fmall  Sa- 
tisfaftion,  in  this  difficult  Affain 

Tho'  our  SAVIOVR  was  but 
ONE,  with  refpea  to  HIS  PERSON-, 
yet  there  were  SEVERAL  NOTIONS, 
under  which  Mankind  did  confider 
him,  and  differen't  Perfons  faw  him^ 
in  very  different  Sences. 

That   there    were   federal  Capaci- 
ties, in  which  Mankind  did  confider 
him,    is  plain  from  fuch   ExprefHons 
as  thefe,  /  am  the  Way^  the  Truth,  ard  J^^  H? 
the  Ltfe^     I  am  the  Bread  ^    I  a?n  the  xqi.^^  ^* 
Door  ;    and  marr~  other  Expreffions ,    v.  3'^. 
that  I  Gou'd  eafily  name,  if  Occafion^*^^?  !^» 
offer  M. 

That  different  Perfons  faw  him^ 
in  very  different  Sences.  will  readily 
be  granted  by  thofe,  vvho  can  ailign 
the  Reafon,  why  he  didn't  take  all 
the  Difciples  with  him,  into  the  Mount 
of  Transfiguration  ,'  but  only  Petery 
James ^  and  Johr.^   viz^    Beeaafe  they 

alone 
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alone  cou'd  bear  the  Brightncfs  of  fo' 
glorious  a  Sight,  behold  the  dazling 
JLuftre  of  Moles^  and  £//W,  and  hear 
the  Voice,  that   eame  from    Heaven,^ 
and    the    Charriiing    Converfation  , 
which  thofe  two  Cdebratcd  Prophets 
had  the  Honour^  and  Happincfs ,  to 
maintain,  with  the  HIclTed  Jefes. 
Vm  of  the  Opinion,  I  contefs,  that 
^^^  ^>  before  he  went  up  to  the  Mountain, 
*'  and  inftruded  his  Difciples,   concern- 
ing the  BeatitudeSy    he  didn't  appear 
to  thofe,  who  were  brought  to  him 
in  the  Evening ,  at  the   Foot  of  the 
Mountain ,   and  were  curM  of  their 
Diftempers^    I  fay,    he  didn't  appeal* 
to  thofe,  who  were  indifpos'd  ,    and 
flood  in  need  of  his  healing  Power , 
in   the    fame   Manner  as  he   did  to 
them,  who  enjoy'd  a  confirmM  State' 
of  Health,   and  were  able  to  go  up 
with  huTi  to  the  Mountain.     And  as' 
he    privately    explained  the  Meaning 
of  his  Parables,  to  his  Difciples,  whole' 
Senfe  of  Hearing  was  much  quicker, 
than  that  of  the    Common   People , 
to    whofe    Ears    there    was'   nothing 
conveyM^  too  often  ,    but   an  empty 
Sound :  So  I  believe,  there  was  fome 
confiderable  Difference,  in  their  fpiri-* 
taal,  and  ev"*0  their  corporeal  Sight. 


9' 
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^Tis  farther   plain,  that  our   Savi- 
our wa'n'c  fecn  by  all  Perfons,  after 
the  fame   manner,  froai  the  Inftance 
of  JudifSy    who   being  about   to    be- 
tray  him,    faid  to  his  Accomplices , 
He  rphom  I  Jha/i  kifs  is  he^  inEimaring  ^'^^  ^^' 
they  dicin't  know  him.     And  that  Ex-       '  "^  ' 
preflion  of  our  Saviour,    I J'^t  datly    _^^'^- 
with  joUy    teaching  in   the  Temple^    And 
ye  Uid  no  hold  on   me  ;    do^s  manifcftly 
favour    the    Opinion ,   which  I  have 
here  laid   down. 

Since  therefore,  we  have  fuch  Ap- 

prehenfioDS  of  our  Saviour^  not   only 

with  refpeO:  to   his    Divimtj^   v/hicli 

was  more  latent,  and  undilcernM  by 

the  Generality  of  Men,  but  alfo  with 

refpeO:  to  his  Humane  Bodj^  the  Form 

of  which,  I  believe,  he  changed,  when 

ever  he  thought  fit  to  do  it  •  We  think, 

that  before  his  Death  (  by  which  he 

fpoiPd  Principalities,  and  Powers  )  he 

was,  in  fome  Senfe,  difcernable  by  all, 

but  afterwards   ev'n  many  of  thofe , 

who  had  formerly  feen  him,  had  not 

Sences,    that   were    adapted  to    th« 

Sight  of  a  ris'n  Jefus^ 


B  b  'Ta$ 
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'Twas  therefore  an  Inftance  of  his 
Gondefcenfion  to  the  Weaknefs  of 
Men's  Capacities,  that  he  didn't  ex- 
pole  himfelf  to  Puhlick  View,  after 
he  was  ris'n  from  the  dead,  to  Pub- 
lick  View,  did  I  fay,  whert  'twaVt 
without  frequent  Intervals  ,  that  he 
appeared  ev'n  to  his  Apoftles  ,  and 
Difciples  ? 

For  after  he  had  honourably,  and 
happily  accomplifh'd  the  Work  of  our 
Redemption,  we  have  Reafon  to,  be- 
Ueve ,  that  his  Divinity  flione  with 
much  brighter  Rays,  thro'  the  Glafs, 
if  I  may  fo  fay>  of  his  Humane  Na-* 
ture. 

Ceph^s^  who  was,  as  it  were,  the 
Firrt-Fruits  of  the  Apoftles,  was  the- 
firft,  that  faw  him,  then  the  Twelve 
(  Mxttln^u  being  chofen,  in  the  Room 
of  "Judii^  )  then  five  Hundred  Bre- 
thren at  once  ,  then  "^amis ,  then 
perhaps  all  the  Seventy  Difciples,  and 
at  lait  the  Apoftle  Pmly  (  ^s  one  born 
out  of  due  Time  )  who  knew  very 
well,  why  he  us'd  the  following  Ex- 
prefTion,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Epbefians^ 
tph.  ?.  'Onto  me^  who  am  lefs  than  the  leafi  of 
V,  Hy  a/l  SAintSy  is  this  Grace  giv*n.  hxi& 
perhaps  thofe  Words ,  Lefs  than  the 
lead  of  all  S^mts^  and  thofe  Words  , 
Born  out  of  due  Time  ^  may  have  a 
greater  i\ffinity,   than   feme  Perfons 

on 
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on  the  firft  View,  may  be  ready  to 


imagine. 


And  as  there^s  no  Colour  of  Rea^ 
fon,  for  any  One  to  reflect  upon  our 
Bleffed  Savhur^  for  not  taking  all  the 
Apoftles  v/ith  him,  to  the  Moant  of 
Transfiguration  ,    but  only    three  of 
''em,    when  he  was   going  to  dii'play 
the  Glory  of  his  Raiment  ,    and    the 
Heav'nly  Lulire  of  Mofes^  and  Eli  as  ^ 
who  were  to  difceurfe  with  him,  in 
a  familiar  Manner  :  So  neither  is  ther# 
jufl:  Caufej  for  any  one  to  find  fauk 
with   the  Account,   which  we    meet 
With,  in   the   Gofpels  ;  %)tz.  Thar  he 
didn't  expofe  himfelf,    after    his    Re- 
furreftion,    to   the   View  of  all,    but 
only  of  thofe^  whofe  Eyes  were  Irrong 
enough,   to  bear  the  dazling  Bright* 
iiefs  of  fo  glorious  an  Objecl:.      And 
I  think,    that  the    fallowing  Exprel- 
fion  ,    which  is  usM   by    the    Apoftle 
Paul  y    To   this    End    Chrisl    both   dy^^^  Ham  jg, 
and  ro(l\  and  revi'v^d.  that  he  miqht  he     ^^  -  9- 
Lord  J    both   of  the   Dead  ,    a?7d   of  the 
Living  J   may    have  a  Reference    co 
the  Subjeft,  on  which  1  am  now  di!^  ' 
courling. 

The  Dead ,  over  whom  he  has  a 
rightful  Power  ,  are  they  of  whom 
the  Apoftle  fpeaks ,  in  his  firft  Epi- 
ttk  to  tfie  Corinthians^    Ths  Trumpet  iCov.i^ 

Bb  2.  j^v^  V.  <.: 
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fays   hQ^  (Jjall  fou'/idj  ank  the  dead  fb^ll 
be  YAis'^d  i/jcorrufcibl'^* 

Under  the  Term  Livings  I  conceive 
he  comprehends,  not  only  thofe,  who 
fliall  be  raisM  from  the  dead,  to  an 
Immortal  Life,  but  thofe  aHb,  who 
may  be  conildeiM  by  us,  in  a  very 
different  Capacity,  I  mean  thofe,  who 
will  be  alive^  at  the  Coming  of  our 
Lord,  and  be  changM. 

He  fays.  We  fljdll  be  chang'd^  which 
Words  are  brought  in  by  him,  after 
he  had  faid,  That  the  Dead  jIaU  be  raised 
incorrupt ihl?^  And  in  his  firft  Epiftle 
to  the  The^donians^  he  defcnbes  the 
Difference,  between  the  Dead,  and  the 
Living ,  in  the  following  Words ,  I 
2  Ther.4.  woti^dn'^t  have  you  ignoram  ,  Brethren  , 
^^^' concerning  them  which  axe  ajkep  ^  that 
ye  farrow  not^  ev^n  as  others^  who  have 
no  Hofe^  for  if  tve  believe ,  that  Jefu^' 
dy'^dj  a'ad  rofe  again  ,  ev^n  them  alfo  , 
who  fleep  in  'Jeju^^  will  God  bring  with 
him.  For  this  we  fay  unto  you^  by  the 
Word  of  the  hard  ,  that  we^  who  are 
alive ^  and  remain^  to  the  Corning  of  the 
Lord^jha'^n^t  prevent  them^  who  are  afJeep, 
The  Scnce  of  which  Yerfes  I  have 
'giv'n  ,  accordiLig  to  the  beft  of  my 
Jucigmcnr,  in  my  Comment  on  the 
foregoing  Epiitlc. 

Now^ 
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Now  we  needn't  wonder,  tbar  our 
Saviour  J  after  his  Refurreftion,  wasn't 
k^n  by  all,  that  believ'd  in  him,  fince 
the  ApoiHe,  writing  co  the  Corir/thi- 
&ns^  as  Ferlons  of  inean  Attainments, 
has  the  following  Words ,  /  aeter-  i  Cor.  4. 
mtne^  to  know  noihi/ig^  among  you^  jave  ^' 

jf'f/kf   Chrui^   and  hnn  craciffd.      And     q^^. 
fays    in    another    Place,    Hitherto  ye      v.'zi 
were  not   able    to  bear    it  ,    neither  yet 
now   are  ye   able  ,  for  ye    are  yet    car* 
naL 

I  confefs,  the  Scriptures,  in  wh'rch 
the  Charafters  of  infinite  Wifdom. 
are  fo  legible,  do  acquaint  us,;  that 
our  Saviour ,  before  his  Death  ,  ex- 
pos'd  himfcif  to  Publick  View  ( cIio' 
ev'n  here  foms  Exceptions  mult  be 
made  )  but  after  he  was  ris'n  from 
the  Dead ,  he  was  no  longer  pro^ 
mifcuouily  feen  by  all ,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  Diredion  of  Heaven  , 
confulted  the  Capacities  of  thofe  , 
to  whom  he  thought  fit  to  ap- 
pear. 


B  b  ^  As 
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As   we   read    in    Scripmrc  ,    that 
Ggd  appcarM   to  Jhrdham^  aud  other 
Holy    Men  >    tho'    th^re     v/ere    coii- 
fiderable    Intervals,    and    we   know 
very   well ,  that  be  didn't  appear  to 
all :      So  we  may  raticnally  ibppofe  , 
:     that    the  SON  OF  GOD  ,  when    he 
iTiade    his    Appearance    to    Perrons , 
after    he    was    ris'n    from  the  dead^ 
took  a  prudent  Method ,  noi    unlike 
tliat,   which  God  had  beibfe  obierv'd, 
in   making  Difcoveries  of  himfelf^  tQ 
the  Ancient   Fathers    of    the    JewijJ? 
Church. 

So  that  I  have  returned  an  Anfwer, 

( according  to  rny  weak  Abihty,  and 

as  far    as  I  thought,  confitleni:  w^ith 

ths  Defign  of  the    prefent  Treatife) 

to  the  ObjectiQa  which  Celp^f  makes. 

In    the    following    Words,    If  Chrijl 

lays  he^  had  a  Mind^  to  exert  his;  Di-i 

^jme  Poiver^  he  ought    to  h^ve  appear'^^d 

to  hts  Enemies^  to  the  'Judge  y  who  pelfs' A 

'the  Sentence  oj  Death  udoh  himy  and  to 

the  whole  Bodj  of  the  People ,  who^  £ti 

it   lyere,^  took  uf  Arms  (igwift  hm^ 

Sure  I  am,  that  he  afted  wifely, 
in  not  appearing  to  his  Enemies ,  or 
the  Jtxdge^  who  condemn'd  him.  For 
he  happily  prevented  'em  from  behig 
flruck  blind  ,  like  the  Sodomites  of 
pld^  who  lay  ia  wait  for  the  A"g"^s, 

who* 
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who,  as   the   Scripture  acquaints  us, 
were  kindly  encertainM  by  Lot,  Gen.  rp. 

The  Men  ,  'tis  faid,  fut  forth  their  ^'  ^^• 
Hxnd^  d?jd  fulled  Lot  /Hto  the  Houje 
to  "^em ,  md  flout  the  Door  ,  Atd  they 
{mote  the  Men^  thdt  were  at  the  Doer 
of  the  Honfe^  nnth  Blif-^dnefs^^  both  fmxll^ 
and  great y  fo  that  they  ivearfd  themfelz'fs^ 
to  find  the  Door, 

The  Defign  of  our  Saviour  was  to 
fhew  his  Dll^INE  POWER,  in  a 
Way,  futted  to  the  Capacities  of  Men, 
and  the  TRUE  REASON  why  he 
refus'^dj  to  appear  fo  publickiy,  after 
he  was  ris'n  from  the  Dead,  as  be- 
fore, was  this ,  becaufe  he  v/as  then 
too  bright  an  Objecf^  to  be  beheld  by 
COMMON  EYES.    •  - 

Therefore  Celfus ,  as  if  lie  bad 
wrackM  his  B4'ains ,  to  the  utmolt , 
couM  hardly  have  thought  of  any 
Thing,  that  had  lefs  Argument  in  it, 
than  the  following  Words ,  What  ! 
Wits  he  afraid^  that  he  fpoii^d  be  hung 
^pon  the  Crofs  again ,  'when  ij  Tve  may 
give  any  Heed  to  you ,  he  w.u  no  lefs 
thui  A  GOD?  B fides  I  fu^fofe^  yoti^ll 
hardh  fry^  that  he  came  tm$  the  Worldy 
on  Purpoli  to  ABSCOND. 
p  Bat  'ciS  evident,  he  came  into  the 
World,  to  b^  ften  by  few  coiiapan- 
tively,  and   tm^iy  ox  thoft^  who  faw 

i3U^  4  hioig 
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him  wcre^  in  a  great  Meafure^  Stran- 
gers to  the  Bright  Rays  of  his  Divi-^ 
ntty. 

Nay,  he  was  altogether  unknown 
to  niany,  in  as  much  as  he  came,  to 
difcover  his  Glory ,  to  thofe  who 
were  Children  of  the  Light,  and  fo 
were  freed  from  that  worfe  than  E^yv- 
fian  Darkneis,  which  nacurally  draws 
a  Veil,  over  the  Minds  of  Men. 

And  he  came,  with  this  generous 
Dcfign,  to  difplay  the  Rxhes  of  his 
Xiracey  to  thoie ,  who  were  Vnngh- 
teoui  y  and  lay  wallowing,  in  rliexr 
Filth,  and  Gore,  and  to  ad  the  Part 
of  rhe  beft  Phyfician,  that  the  World 
cou'd  ever  boaft  of,  in  curing  thofe^ 
whole  Minds  were  attended,  with  in- 
numerable, and  great  Diforders. 


Ch 
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LE  T  m  lee^  what  Celfi^  adds,  Had 
he  had  a,  Mind^  fays  he,  to  havt 
gi'v^n  ^  Proofs  oj  his  -pretended  Divhnty^ 
i)ne  nwu^d  thhjk,  he  jjjou^d  have  VA- 
NISHED, the  uerj  Moment^  he  was  naWd 
to  the  Crojs. 

But  this  is  juft  for  al!  the  World 
like  the  idle,  and  prophane  Talk  of 
thofe,  who  deny  an  Ov^r^ruling  Provi- 
dencej  and  are  erecting  new  Schemes, 
in  their  warm,  and  fruitful  Imagina- 
tion ,  for  the  more  regular  Govern- 
ment of  the  World  ,  and  have  the 
horrid  Impudence  to  fay,  that  had 
the  Affairs  of  it  been  left  entirely  to 
their  prudent  Management,  the  Benefit 
of  the  Univerfc  had  been  more  effectu- 
ally confulted,than  now  it  is,tho'  many 
Things  in  their  Hypothefis  are  poffible, 
but  ftiU  they  add  to  the  jeeming  hregu^ 
Urities^  that  we  allow  to  have  hap- 
pened, by  their  Ffincyful  ScheweSy  or 
^ "      •  they 
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they  fuppofe  that  to  be  done,  which, 
in  Ibme  Refpefts,  iTiiglit  have  a  Na- 
tural Tendency,  to  the  Advantage  of 
the  Univeriej  but  go,  on  fo  many, 
and  fuch  weak  Hrpoihefis^  as'wou'd 
deftroy  twc  very  Nature  of  Things  ,  ' 
and  on  both  Accou^its  ,  are  perhaps 
equally  guilty,  oF  apparent,  and  grofs 
Abfurdities. 

But  to  return  a  more  direct  An- 
fwer  to  Celfuoy  I  might  acquamt  him, 
that  our  ^aviour^  by  Virtue  of  his 
Divi,*2e  NMure^  cou^d  have  difappearM, 
if  he  plcas'd,  as  foon  as  ever  he  was 
iiaiPd,  to  the  Accurjed  Tree. 

Tiiis  is  fclf-evident  to  thofe^  who 
believe,  and  know  that  he  was  GODv 
And  'tis  plain  to  thein ,  who  con- 
fult  the  Gofpels,  if  they  don't  only 
rely  on  their  Authority  ,  fo  far  as 
they  imagine ,  that  they  ferve  their 
turn,  and  think  that  all  is  meer  Fiftion, 
and  Jargon,  that  makes  in  the  leaft 
againft  'em.  St.  Lake  tells  us,  that 
jifter  his  Refurre[tion  he  took  Breads, 
affd  bleffed  /V,  a^d  brake  //•,  and  gave  to 
Luke  24.  Simon,  &nd  Cleopas.  And  when  they 
^'S^'had  tsk^n  i/ ,  their  Eyes  were  o^sn'^d  ^ 
and  they  kfiew  him^  and  he  vaniflj^i  out 
of  their  Sight, 

But  I  cou'd  eafily  fhew,  that  'twas 
mconfiftent  with  the  Defign,  which 
he  hadj  in  Coming  ^into  thej  World, 

to 
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to   vanifh  ^    as  iooa  as  ever  he   was 

crucity'd. 

And  when  we  read  the  Hiftory  of 
6ur  Savtok'r^  wx  muft  nor  rest  in  the 
ba7'e  Literal  Se?2ce^  as  if  that  wxre  all, 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft  defign'd.  For 
every  confiderabie  Circumitance,  that 
occurs  in  it 5  contains,  or  naturally 
leads  us,  to  Ibnie  Myiierv,  or  other, 
which  a  judicious  Reader/  Vvith  fooie 
Difficulty,  may  perceive. 

For  Inftancc,   the  Crucifxion  of  our 
Saviour  Vv^as  a  Reprefentation,  of  what 
is  meant,  by  the  tollowing  Expreffiou 
of   the    Apottle  ,    1  d?n    cruciffd   \vtth^^\'^^ 
Chrtji  ;   And   by  thole  otiier  Words,    ^'  '''* 
Ccd  fcrbidy  that  I  fhau*d  glory ^  fdve  //^Gal.  6. 
'the  Crcfs  of  our  Lord  Jefi^s  Chrijl^    hy     ^'  ^^' 
rvhom  the  World  is   crucify'^ d    unto  me  ^ 
and  J  unto  the  VVorld,     His  Death  was 
neceifary  ,    that  we  might  fay,  with   - 
the    Apoftle,  Ln   that   hif   dfd  ,    he  dfd  Rom,  C. 
unto  ^m  oncc^  and  that  the  righteous,     v.  10. 
being    mude   conform/ible  to  his   Death  . 
might   fay,  vvith   the  Apoftle,    If  ive-^Tm.z^^ 
jpe  dead  mth  him  ^    we  fhall    aifo    live     ^*  ^* 
jvith  him. 

So  his  Burial  was  defign'd,  to  rc- 
prelcnt  our  Conformity  to  his  Death, 
and  our  Crucifixion  with  him,  as  St.  . 

i^aul  obferves  •  iVe  are  hury'^d  vnth  ktmy 
fays  h^,  bj  J^aptijm  into.  Death, 


But 
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But  I  Ihall  giv^e  a  fuller  Acount  c/ 
his  Burial ,  or  his  Tornb ,  and  of 
the  Perfon,  that  buried  him  ,  in  a 
diflinfl:  Treatife,  On  thefe  important 
SubjcQrs, 

hi  prefent,  I  fliall  only  mzntion , 
i}.\^  Linnen  Cloaths,  in  which.  Di- 
vine rrovidence  did  wifclv  order  ^ 
that  the  Body  of  che  Syu^kjs  Jefm 
fliou'd  be  wrap'd  ,  and  tlie  New 
Sepulcher,  that  was  hewn  ;n  Stone, 
or  cut  out  of  a  Rock,  by  jf'^%.;  of 
Arimathea^  whei'^ein,  as  St.  Lukt^  and 
St.  "John  obferve,  no  Man  was  ever 
laid    before. 

It  may  not  be  arnifs,  to  conlider, 
whether  the  Account  of  the  Sepul- 
cher  of  our  B/efJed  LoM ,  which  has 
the  Unanimous  Confent  of  Three 
EvangeUfts ,  don't  carry  with  it , 
fome  convincing  Evidence  of  Truth, 
and  whether  they^  who  apply  then^- 
felves ,  to  the  Allegortc/il  Sence  of 
Scripture,  ought  not  to  feek  for  fome 
Mjpicd  Re.ijbn  ^  why  our  Saviour 
fliouM  be  laid,  in  a  New  Sepulchre^ 
as  St.  Mathewj  and  St.  ^chn  acquaints 
us,  and   why    it    fliou'd    be    I'uch  a 

^  \*  6oe'tion,  wherein  no  Man  had  eV^er  been 

laid   before    him.     Fov    'twas  highly 

John  ^p- requifite,  that  one,  whofe    feemingly 

^-^'-    ^  Tragical 
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Tragical  End  w.:s  graced  with  fo 
uncommon  Circunifta  :^.ccs ,  and  fuch 
Marks  of  Honour,  that  our  Saviour, 
who  after  he  was  dead,  gave  Signs 
of  Life,  I  mean  the  Water,  and  Blood, 
thit  flow'd  Irom  his  pierced  Side,  fhouM 
have  Ibmething,  that  was  very  re- 
markable, in  his  Burial,  that  as  he 
was  free  from  the  leaft  Stain  of 
Moral  Impurity,  being  born  out  of 
the  ordinary  Way ,  of  Humane  Ge- 
neration :  So  his  Burial  might  bear 
the  Marks,  of  an  \mtainted  Purity, 
which  is  Myfiicilly  rcprefented  to  us, 
by  the  New  Sepulchre^  in  which  he 
was  laid  ,  which  was  not  compos'd,^ 
of  many  Scones,  joynM  together,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  Art^  but  was 
one  entire  Piece,  cut  out  of  the  Rock, 
made  hollow ,  and  every  Way  ad- 
apted for  the  Purpofe. 

I  might  have  made  feveral  other 
Remarks ,  and  from  thefe  outward 
Signs  have  rais'd  my  Thoughts  much 
higher ,  in  Contemplation  of  thofe 
fublime  Things  ,  which  they  faintly 
reprefent. 

But  they  wou'd  afford  fuch  vaft 
plenty,  of  moft  excellent  Matter,  as 
wouM  very  wel)  dcferve  a  diftinft 
Difcourfe ,  and  a  cohfiderable  Vo- 
lume  by  it  felf. 
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At  prefcfit  I  (hall  only  fay,  'twas 
fit,  that  he,  who  had  defignM,  to 
hang  upon  a  Crofs,  and  m  dye,  like 
a  Man,  fhouM  be  bury'd,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  was  fuirable  to  his  Mjfle* 
ri0744  Deaths  and  fo  anfwer  his  Cha- 
racter to  the  lafl. 

But  fuppofe,  the  Evangelifts  had 
acquainted  us,  that  our  Saviour  va-* 
mjh''dy  as  foon  as  ever  he  was  naiPd 
to  the  Crofs,  then  Celfti^^  and  the  Infi- 
dels, fo  hard  is  it  to  pleafe  'em  !  wou'd 
have  come  upon  us,  and  have  faid^ 
Good  Sirs  J  Wh^t  Crotchet  came  into  his 
Heiid^  that  he  jbotpd  flay  ,  V/7/  he  was 
naiPd  to  his  Crofs^  before  he  thought  fit 
to  'vanifhjOrhoiv  cdrne  he  to  forget^  to  take 
ihi6  Matter  into  his  friom  Thoughts^ 
before  he  came  to  the  Place^  where  he  was 
fbamefuUy  exemted  f 

If  therefore,  they  find  Fault  with 
the  Evangelilts  ,  for  not  telling  us, 
that  our  Saviour  z^am/h'^d^  when  he 
was  going  to  be  crucify'd,  but  giving 
us  an  impartial  Account  of  Matters, 
we  have  more  Reafon  to  blame  them 
feverely,  for  not  believing,  that  our 
Sdviour  role  from  the  dead,  and  af- 
ter Iks  Refurredion,  appeared  to  his 
^ohn  2  0  I^if^'Jpl^s,    tho'  The   Doors  mre  jJmt  ^ 
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a^d  ga've  Bread  to  Uvo  of  "^em  ,  and 
'vau/lfydj  as  foon  as  he  had  dx)ne  dif- 
courfing  with  'csn. 


Chap.    XXXIV. 

BU  T  I  can't  conceive,  why  Celfus 
fhou'd  fay,  that  our  Blejfed  Sa* 
<viour  did  ABSCOND,  Wh^t  Am^ 
hajfador ,  fays  he ,  did  ever  ajfeff  to 
conceal  hirhjHf^  when  One  wou  d  th'mk^ 
'^tk  fUin  enough^  that  his  Bufinefs  was 
to  deliver  his  Embaffy  ? 

But  this  is  a  meer  Slander,  as  is  fuf- 
ficiently  evident,   from  the  Words  of 
our   Saviour ,    to  thofe ,   who  endea- 
vour'd  to  apprehend  him,  I/kt  dailj,^^^^  ^^^ 
lays  he,   rvifh  you  in  the   Tefnfhy    and     v«  53^ 
ye  laid  no  hold  on  me. 

As  for  what  Celfm  needlefly  repeats, 
I  fhall  content  my  felf  with  the  An- 
fwer,  which  I  have  already  giv'n. 

He  goes  on,  and  fays.  Did  your  pre- 
tended Saviour  ir%  his  Life^TimCj  teach 
his  Doclrine^  in  a  mofi  Puhlick  Man^ 
per  ^    and  aftsr  his  Refurre^ion  j    only 

a^fear 
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a^pejtr  to  one  Fanatical  IVomaj-r^  or  fome 
OfherSy  who  beiong^d  to  the  fam'^  rvr etched 
Cdbdty  bec^ufe^  when  he  was  twinge  rhe 
World  had  more  Se/Jce ,  ihar/  to  give 
Credit  to  him,  but  every  one^  forjoO'hy 
majl  believe  th  Docirine  of  the  Rejur- 
reckon  of  Courfe  ? 

But  that  he  appearM  only  to  one 
Woman  ,  is  moft  notorioudy  falfe  . 
For  St.  Matheiv  has  the  following 
Words  5  bf  the  End  of  the  SabL-i  }j  , 
Y*  ^^'  as  It  began  to  dawn  ,  towards  the  firfl 
Da)  of  the  Weekj  -^e  Mary  Adagd^- 
Icn,  And  the  other  Mary,  to  fee  the  6V- 
fulchre*  And  behold  there  p^as  a.  great 
Earth-c^uakey  for  the  Angel  tf  the  Lord 
depended  from  Heaven^  and  came^  and 
rolled  hack  the  Stone,  from  the  Door,  and 
fat  u^on  it.  A  little  after  he  has  thefe 
Words,  Behold  Jefi^s  met  them,   (  i.  e* 

ibid.  9.  the  two  Marys  ^  Jkj'^'^i^  ^-^  ^^^^^'  ^^^ 
they  came^  and  held  htm  by  the  Feet^  and 
worjbipped  him. 

And  I  have  already  anfwer'd  what 
Celf^  objefts,  in  the  following  Words, 
When  he  was  cruciffdj  fays  he,  there 
were  Witnejfes  enough^  hut  when  he  rafe 
from  the  deady  at  moji  he  appear"* d^  only 
to  A  jmall  Company  of  Scoundrels. 
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I  have  iufficiently  {hown^  that  our 
Saviour  couMn't  be  fecn  by  all,  and  I 
fhallonly  add  at  prefeiit,  iHat  all  pcr- 
fons  were  capable  at  Times,  of  fee- 
ing him,  with  refpeft  to  his  Hu  mane 
Nature  ,  but  to  difcern  the  Bright 
Rays,  or  ev'H  the  leaft  Glimmerings 
of  his  D  E  ITT^  was  what  exceeded 
the  Capacity  of  the  Generality  of 
Men. 

I  fpeak  now,  of  his  Htimrae^  and 
Divme  Nature^  in  Contra-Diiiin£tioa 
to  each  other,  and  not  as  liavuig  a 
mutual  Reference  ^  and  clofe  Con- 
nexion. 

But    pray    obfervc ,    how  weakly 
Celpps  talks ,    haviag  faid  ,    Thar  out 

Saviour  appear"^ d  only  to  one  Fan/ttual 
W§raan ,  &r  perhjips  a  few  Others  of  the 
fame  wretched  C^bdi ;  he  adds  the  fol- 
lowing  Words,  Whm  he  was  eruaffd^ 
lays  he,  thert  w^ere  Whpejfes  erwugh  ^^ 
but  wher^  he  rofe  from  the  dead^  he  ap-- 
pear^d  btit  to  &  few^  whereas  had  be  hdd 
a»)  Brains^  he  mujt  haz's  taF/?  the  qints 
contTAYj   Courft^ 

But  I  wou'd  fain  know  what  he 
means  by  the  latter  Words  ?  Accx^r- 
ding  to  his  weak  Judgmeatj  our  Sa- 
viour mart  have  tak'n  i'ucli  Method^^^ 
as   wxre  plainly    imprafticabiej    and 

6  c  P^I 
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grofly  abfurd,  viz>.  He  muft  be  cru- 
cify'd,  forfooth,  in  the  Sight  but  of 
a  fingle  Perfon ,  and  have  appear'd 
to  all  Men  PROMISCUOUSLY, 
when  he  was  ris'n  from  the  dead , 
for  thofe  Words  He  fhmPd  hdve  tak'^n 
the  qkite  contrary  Courfe^  will  bear  no 
other  tolerable  Sence  ,  if  I  am  ca- 
pable of  making  a  Judgment,  upon 
any  Thing. 

Our  Saviour  has  acquainted  us , 
With  the  Perfon ,  that  fcnt  him,  in 
the  following  Words,  No  Man  knows 
the  Father^  jave  the  Son^  and  in  thefc 
Words,  No  Mm  has  feen  God^  at  Any 
Tims  ;  hut  the  only  Begotten  Son ,  who 
i6_  in  the  Bofom  of  the  Father^  he  has 
declar'^d  him. 

He  it  is,  who  reveals  the  Things. 

of  God ,  to    his    true   Difciples ,  and 

we  endeavour  to  form    our   Scheme 

of  Divinity,  upon  his   moll  excellent 

Model,   who  fometimes  tells  us,  that 

"^^^"^^'GOD  vs  Ught,^   and  in  him  is  no  Dirk- 

r:'efs  at  aU^  and   at  other  Times,  7"/^^^ 

Jchn  4.    God   is  a   Spirit^  and  they  that  rvorfhip 

y.  24.  ^^%^  ^  ;^^^  ivorfpip  him  in    Spirit ,   and 

in  Truth. 

And  any  one,  that  will,  may  learn, 
for  what  End,  God  fent  his  Son  in- 
to the  Yv'orld,  if  he  will  but  confult 
the  prophecies,  relating    to    our  Saui^ 

oury 
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our ,  and  the  Writings  of  the  £^^;?« 
gdifls^  and  Jfoftles^  and  elpecially  the 
Epiftles  of  St.  PmL 

He  came,  to  inftruQ:  us,  in  the 
true,  and  moft  direft  Way,  to  Peace 
•here,  and  Compleat^  and  Eternal 
Happineis  hereafter,  and  to  take  a 
moil  BLESSED  ADVANTAGE^- 
if  I  may  fo  fay,  of  the  HORRID 
IMPIETY,  and  continual  FROVO» 
CATIONS  of  Impenitent,  and  da» 
ring  Sinners. 

Ceif^^  being  ignorant  of  this,  ha§ 
the  following  Words,  He  CA?ne^tt  feems^ 
to  i/7(lruS  good  Me^jy  and  :o  7'^ake  free^ 
and  Mor^fhQuJl)''Urge  Ojfers  of  his  Grace^ 
€v^n  to  the  vilefi   Rebels. 

Then  fays  he  ,  If  he  had  fo  Sw^ 
guUr  ■  A  Famy  to  ABS  C 0  N D^  vphdt 
Need  WiU  there  ,  /  rvonder  ,  of  a  Voice 
Jrom  Heaven  ,  Uy^^'g ,  that  he  was  the 
SON  of  G0D\  Ami  if  he  had^t  a. 
Mind  to  ABSCOND^  then  n^hj  did,  hi 
f^jfer^  and.   dye  f 


17 


He  imagines,  I  perceive  ^  that  the^ 
Accounts,  which  we  meet  with  in 
the  Gofpels,  are  incoBfiftent  wirh 
them.felves,  not  being  aBlc^  with  all 
•his  pretended  Sagacity. ,  to  coaipre- 
hend,  or  frame  any  juft  Idea^  of  t!ie 
Defign  oiouvBIelfed  Saviour^  Which  was? 
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neither  to  lye  hid  altogether^  and  fo  b© 
emirely  ufelefs ,  and  a  mcer  Cypher 
in  kis  Owi$  Creath/^j  nor  to  have  his 
Bright  Side,  if  I  raay  fo  fay,  I  mean 
his  DIVINE  NATURE  KNOWN , 
to  many  of  thofe  very  Perfons,  who 
had  the  Honour,  to  fee  him,  with 
their  Bodily  Eyes. 

The  Voice,  that  came  to  him  from 
Heav'n ,  faying ,  Tte  ps  my  Beloved 
Son  5  in  whom  I  am  vp e  11- f  leased  ,  isn't 
faid  to  be  heard  by  the  Multitude^ 
/^s  Celfus'^s  Jeiv  imagines,  and  the  o- 
thcr  Voice,  which  is  faid  to  come 
from  the  Cloud;,  was  only  heard,  by 
thofe,  who  went  up,  witii  our  Saviour^ 
to  tiie  Mountain.  For  fuch  is  the 
Nature  of  a  Voice  from  HeavX  that 
it  can  only  be  heard,  by  thoft,  for 
wlu)m  God  is  pleasM,  for  wife  Rea- 
Ibns,  to  defign  it. 

I  don't  fpeak  here,  of  the  meet  Vi- 
bration of  the  Particles  of  the  Air  5 
or  any  PhilofophicalAccount,  that  may 
be  giv'n  of  a  Voice,  but  of  z  Spiri- 
tual Senf^tioifj  whereby  one,  who  has 
Spiritual  Senfes  exercised,  do's  hear 
God  fpeak,  when  one,  who  is  deaf, 
to  all  the  awakening  Precepts,  of  Vir- 
tue, and  Piety,  is  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  is  faid,  I  mean,  as  to  any  valua- 
ble, and  lafting  Purpofe,  that  it  ferves. 

This 
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This  I  think,  is  a  fufficieat  An- 
fwer,  to  thofe  Words  of  Celjh^  What 
Nktsd  was  there ^  of  &  Voice  pom  Hea^ 
'uen^  f^ijing^  Uut  he  was  the  SON  OF 
GOD  ? 

And  what  I  have  akeady  ofFerM, 
concerning  the  Sufferings  of  our  5^- 
^iouY  ^  is  a  fatisiaOiory  Anrwer  5  I 
judge^  to  the  foilowiiig  Words,  Ij 
he  hidtPt  a  Mind  to  corneal  his  Power^ 
und  ohfcnre  his  Glory ,  then  jure  he 
vs>as  born ,  under  g,  very  unh&fpy  PU-^ 
ntt ,    or  elfe  he  had  ^ever  fuffer^d^  ^nd 


Then  CeljW%  Jeiv ,  is  pIcasM  to 
draw  a  Conlequence,  which  is  very 
unnatural,  and  unjull.  For  it  do^'s 
fey  no  Means  follow ,  that  becaufe 
our  \SAviour^  by  hi§  Sufferings,  has 
taught  us  to  bid'  Defiance  to  Death  it 
felf,  therefore  when  he  rofe  from  the 
Dead,  he  fhou'd  have  ordered  the 
lidiole  Y/orid ,  to  make  a  General 
Rendezvouz,  and  have  pubiickly  ac- 
quainted 'cm,  with  the  Reafoa^  why 
he  left  the  Realms  of  Light  ,  and 
Glory,  and  thought  it  worth  his  While^ 
to  come  down<j  into  this  mifersble^ 
ani  fyafigl  World. 


C  c  3  Far 
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For  this  he  had  already  done^  when 
M^u  IT. he  faid,  Cofne  unto  me^  '^^O^   ^^^^  ^^" 
*  ^  '  hour^    and  are  hsiivy-Uden  ^    ^nA  I  will 
gtvt  you  B,efl,     This  he  had  alfo  done, 
in  the  long  Serman,  whrch  he  preachM 
upon  the  Mount,  concerning  the  ^eAti-, 
fades  ,    and  his  Difcourfes  on  feveral 
other  Subjetts,  which  are  annex'd  to 
it,  and  in  his  ufeful  Parables^  and  fre- 
quent Difputes,  with  the  Scribes^  and 
Phar^fies.     And  St.  Jolm  acquaints  us, 
in  his  Gofpc!,    v/ith  what  a  Majefty 
our  Savsour   fpoke,,   which  is   not  fo 
much   to  be  uaderftood  of  the  Arti- 
ficial Colours  of  Humane  Rhetonck, 
Qc  a  graceful  Elocution  ,    and  happy 
Gefture,    as  of  thofe  Divine,   Impor- 
tant ,    and    Plain  ,    but    Commanding 
Truths,  that  were  the  Subjeft-Matter 
of  his  frequent  Difcourfes.     And   we 
learn,  from  the  other  Golpeis,  that  our 
Saviour  fpofce  ,    with  fuch  a   modeft 
Air  of  Allurance ,    and  fuch  an  Vfi- 
common  Auihorityj  as  always   engagM 
the  Attention ,  and  Affections ,    and 
raisM  the  Admiration  of  the  Lift'ning 
Audience,  many  of  whom,  did,  as  it 
wer^.^  hang  upon   his  precious  Lips  ^ 
and   couM   gladly    have   imparted  to 
hirp  their  very  SoulS;,  if  it  had  been 
poirible. 

ThsQ 
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Then  drawing  to  a  Conclufion,  he 
adds,  uill  that  1  hdvefaid,  hM  been  hor^ 
row'^dy  from  your  own  approved  Authors^ 
Jo  'rh:a  I  needn^t  Produce  any  other  Tefii- 
monies^  Jince  the  Edge  of  your  on-rf  Wen- 
pc^s  J  V.  fiijjiciently  turrPd  upori>  your 
f elves. 

Bat  I  have  ?Jready  fhown  ,  that 
when  he  directs  his  Difcourfe  to 
OUi  Saviour^  or  to  us,  he  is  pleas'd, 
to  interlard  it ,  with  Abundaace  of 
ridiculous  Stones,  that  Fm  conndentj, 
the  Evacgeliiis  never  thought  of,  and 
it  rema'iis,  to  be  prov'd,  that  we  arc 
wounded  by  our  own  Weapons,  un- 
leis  his  fond  Imagination  muft  always 
pafs,  for  a  char,  and  fufficient  Proof, 
of  one  of  the  greateft  Untruths,  that 
was  ever  broachM  in  the  World. 


C  c  4  ChafJ 
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I 


H  A  P. 


"^HEN  Celfm  breaks  forth  into 

the    following    Exclamation  , 

Qood,  God  I  Cdn  we  imagme  ^  th^t  a 
God  [hou*d  come  dow»^  from  HeAv^n  to 
Emh.,  and  yet  thxt  Men  jbou'd  rejuje 
to  embrace  his  Do£frimf 

But  to  this  I  anfwcr,  that  Mofes 
himielf  acquaints  us ,  that  God  did 
evidently,  glorioufly ,  and  frequently, 
appear  to  tlie  ^jews  ^  when  Miracles 
were  wrought  m  Egtpt  ,  when  they 
pafs\i  tlie  Red  Se^^  and  had  the  Pillar 
pf  Ooud  ,  and  of  Fire ,  to  conduft 
^em,  and  when  the  Lav/  was  declar'4 
to  ^nij  in  a  very  publick  Manner , 
and  With  Circumilances  of  the  moft 
Awful  Soleninity,  and  yet  they^  who 
were  Eye-WuneffeSy  or  iheie  amazing 
^Inftatices  of  an  Ovtr-rulhig  Pro'vide?^/cej 
and  of  the  fpecid  C^re,  which  He^ve^ 
took  of  them^  were  guilry  of  the  grof- 
feil  lafidehty.  For  had  they  really  , 
and    firmly   believM   what  they  had 

feen, 


Or/gen  agaioft  C^//^/^       185 

feen,  and  heard,  they  had  iizvQr  been 

fo  infatuated^  as  to  have  made  the  Calf, 

to    Hdz>e  changed  their   Ghry^  into   tin  E^'*^'?^.. 

Similitude  of  an  Ox^    th&t  e^ts    Grafs  ; 

or  to  have  fai^  to  one  anothen  fpeak- 

ing  of  the   Calf,  'Thcfe  be  thy  Gods^    0    'y  \^[ 

Ifrael,  wkick  brought  thee  up^  out  of  the 

L^nd  of  Egypt. 

And  ^cis  -too  plaioj  that  the  Car- 
riage of,  the  Jews^  when  God  appearM 
fo  often  10  'em,  and  wrought  fo  many 
Miracles  for  'em,  and  efpecially  when 
they  were  wandVing,  in  the  Wilder- 
nefs  5  as  we  learn ,  ev'n  from  their 
bwn  Sacred  Writings,  and  their  proud 
Contempt  of  the  Doctrine,  which  our 
Blejfed  Lord  introdac'd,  thp'  he  deli- 
vered it,  with  the  greateft  Authority, 
and  connrmM  it  by  Miracles,  I  fay, 
'tis  too  plain,  that  the  Carriage  of  the 
Je^'pSj  iipoii  thefe  various,  and  aftonifh- 
ing  Scenes  of  Action,  was  owing  to 
the  fame  unhappy  Caufe,  I  mean^  their 
wretched  Unbelief. 

And  'cis  no  great  Wonder  ,  that 
they  dida'i:  believe  in  our  Saviour , 
fince  they  did  but  tread,  in  the  Steps 
of  cheir  long«defcended  Anceftors,  for 
whom  they  profefs  to  have  fo  pro- 
found a  Veneration. 


Theiri 
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Then  Celfu^  asks,  What  God^  1  he- 
feecb  you^  did  ever  appear  Among  Menj 
and  wA^ri't  credited  by  "^em ,  tffecidif  if 
he  wa^  fo  Politickj  O'S  to  Una  '^em  Word 
of  his  Coming  ?  And  hon?  cou^d  the 
Jews  themfelveSj  as  JIuprd  as  they  always 
were^  he  ignorant  of  a^Verjon^  whom^  ^tis 
well  known ^  they  had  for  mAny  Ages  fjc- 
-peeled  f 

But  I  Vy  ou'd  fain  know  of  the  ""fewSy 
which  were  the  greater  Miracles  , 
thofe  that  were  wrought  in  tgyft  , 
and  the  Wilderneis^  or  thofe  that  were 
performM  by  oar  Saviour^  in  the  open 
V  iew  of  hiS  cruel,  and  maiicious  Ene- 
mies. 

If  they  fay,  the  former  were  the 
greater,  then  'tis  natural  enough  to 
fuppofe,  that  they,  who  have  refifted 
the  Evidence  of  thofe  Miracles,  which, 
in  their  Efteem,  are  the  greater,  fhou'd 
much  more  defpife  thofe,  which,  they 
think,  are  far  inferiour  to  'em-  I  mean 
the  Miracles,  that  were  wrought  by 
our  Ble^ed  Saviour,  Or,  if  they  fay, 
that  the  Miracles  of  Mofes^  and  thofe 
which  our  Saviour  performM,are  equal, 
we  needn't  wonder,  that  the  Jeivifh 
Nation  fhouM,  at  different  Times,  be 
guilty  of  giving  Way,  to  the  Workings 

of 
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of  their  Horrid  UnbelieE,  in  Cafes  that 
on  many  Accounts,  were  Parallel. 

The  Moral  Law  was  firft  pub- 
lifhM  to  the  Jcivs  by  Mcfis^  who  ac- 
quaints u:.,  that  in  thole  early  Times, 
their  Fore  Fathers  were  chargeable 
with  the  fore-menrion'd  Sin,  and  many 
other  notorious  Crimes.  And  when 
the  Nejv  Lajv^  and  Second  Covenant  was 
firft  publifh'd  by  our  Saviour^  the  Jews 
plainly  fhow'd,  by  their  wretched  Un- 
beUef,  that  they  were  the  genuine  Qft- 
fpring  of  thofe  notorious  Unbelievers, 
in  the  Wiideroefs^  and  we  may  juft- 
ly  apply  to  ^em,  thofe  Words  of  our 
Saviour y  Truly  je  bear  Witmfs^  thaf  ye  Luke  n, 
allow  the  Deeds  of  your  Fathers.  And  ^'  ^^' 
thofe  of  the  Prophet ,  Thy  Life  fia/l  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
hang  in  doubt  before  thee^  an  A  thou  (halt  v.*  66. 
fear  Day  and  Ntghc^  and  jbalt .  have  no 
JJJurance  of  thy  Life.  For  they  didn't 
believe  in  him,  who  came,  to  give 
Life  to  a  World,  that  was  dead  in 
Sin, 


Chap* 
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Chap,    XXX  VL 


HAT  Celfm  objefts  farther,  ia 
the  Ferlba  of  a  J^-m^  may  eafi- 
Jy  be  retorted  upoa  Mofes  5  and  the 
Prophets.  He  finds  Fault  with  our 
SAvwur  5  for  exceediagj  as  he  thinks, 
the  Bounds  of  Reafon,  and  Modefty, 
when  he  threatens,  and  upbraids,  and 
fays,  IVo  he  unto  you ^  and  I  fore-tell 
you^  which,  he  fays,  plainly  intimates^ 
that  he  wanted  Power,  to  prevail  with 
his  Hearers,  and  is  an  Argunaeat,  that 
he  was  fo  far  from  being  J  G^?^,  that 
he  hadn't  the   Common  Prudence  of  a 


jyian. 


But  we  may  eafily  retort  his  owa 
Argument  upon  him. 

For  God  himfelf  ufes  many  Ex* 
preifions,  in  the  Law^,  and  the  Pro- 
plietSj  that  found  every  whit  as  harfb, 
as  thofe  Words  ^  Wc^  he  unto  you , 
which  our  Saviour  makes  ufe  of^  ia 
Ifaiab  i.  the  GofpelSr    iVoe  unto  them^  fays  the 
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Prophet  Ifdiahy  thdt  jom  Houfe  to  Houfe^  l^^|^^  5- 
thAt  Uy  Field  to  Field.      And  again  ^.    . '    * 
Wo  unto  *tmm^  ths.t  rtje   uf   edrtj^  thu 
they    m&y  foUoiv    Urong    Drink.      And 
again,   Wo  unto   them^  that  drdw    Ini-^ 
quit)  with  Cords  of  Vanity.     And  again^ 
Wo  mnto   ther^y    that   call    Evil  Good  ^     y^  ^^^ 
a^d  Good  Evil.     And  again,  IVo  unto 
them  5    who  Ate  mighty  to   drink  Wine^     y       . 
And   abundance  of  Inftances  of  the 
like  Nature  might  eafily  be  produc'd^ 
if  Occafion  oflfer'd. 

What  think  you,  of  that   Expref- 
fion  of  the  fore-mention'd  Prophet  ? 
Ah  fmful  Nation  ^  g,   Feo^le   Uden  with  Ifaiah  r. 
Jm^uity^    a  Sesd  of  evil  Doers  ,    CM^    ^^'  ^' 
dren  thdt  sre  Corrupters  !     Don't  we 
meet  with   as  bitter  Invectives  ,    in 
that   Chapter ,    as  any  that   our  Sa^ 
viour  ever  us'd  ?     Tour  Country,  fays 
the  Prophet,  in  defoUtej  your  Cities  arg  K   ^ 
hfirnt  with  Eire  :  Tour    Land  Strangers  ?  '  ' 
devour  it  in  your  Prefense^  And  "'tis  de^ 
folate^  S4  overthrown  by  Strmgers^ 

I  might  alfo  inftance  in  that  Place, 
in   Ezskiel  J    where  God   fays  to  the 
Prophet,    Thou    dwellefi    among    6V^r-Ezek.  2. 
fions.  V .  6l 


So 
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So  that  I  can  hardly  think,  that 
Celfus  can  be  in  Earneft,  when  he 
makes  his  'Jew  find  Fault  with  our 
Saviour y  as  exceeding  the  Bounds  of 
Reafon,  and  Modeity ,  as  often  as 
he  tis^d  fuch  Expreflions  as  thefe  , 
WOE  BE  UNTO  YOU,  and  I 
FORETELL  YOU.  For  what 
the  Jeny  fays  ^  may  be  retorted  on 
himfelf ,  fince  the  G  R  E  A  T  G  O  D 
do's  often  fpeak  exa6i;ly  after  the 
fame  Manner,  and  thereby  without 
Doubt,  did  fufficiently,  and  as  it  were, 
de  Novo  J  authorize  our  Savtmr  ^  to 
life  that  Turn  of  Expreffion. 

And  if  there  be  any  Force,  in  what 
he  farther  objects,  vtz.  That  our  SA- 
VIOUR wmted  Power y  to  frev^il  with 
his  Hearers  ;  It  makes  as  much  againfk 
GOD  Himfelf,  who  is  frequently 
brought  in  by  the  Prophets,  fpeak- 
ing,  with  the  fame  Air  of  Severity, 
and  any  one  who  thinks ,  that  tliie 
"Jew  has  Caufc,  to  blame  our  Saviour^ 
for  ufing  the  fore-mcntionM  Expref- 
lions, wouM  do  well,  I  think,  to  con- 
fider,  that  wc  meet  with  abundance 
of  Very  dreadful  Exfrobrations  in  Levi*^ 
ticm^  and  Deuteronomy^  and  if  the  "Jew^ 
who  is  oblig'd ,  to  defend  the  Wri-^ 
tings,  which  Mojh  publiiliM,  can  of- 
fer any  Thing,  to  juftifie  the  Exprcf^ 

fionsw 


Origen  ^^ainik  Celfia.       191^ 

fions  I  refer  to.  We  may  bring  the 
fame^  or  much  ftronger  Arguments, 
in  Defence  of  that  feemingly  -  rigid 
PraQiice  of  our  Saviour. 

Nay,    we  can  offer  more ,    In  De- 
fence of  Mofesy  than  the  moft  bigot- 
ted   Jew ,    (ince   our    Saviour  has  ac- 
quainted us  5    with  its  SpritMaly  and 
M)fiick  Senct^  tho'  one,  x^ho  has  any 
tolerable  Knowledge  of  the  Prophets, 
may  d^fcern,  that  the  GREjT  GOD 
can't  be  faid,  to  exceed  the  Boandi>  of 
Reafon  ,    when  he   ufes  fuch   threat- 
ning,  and  upbraiding  ExprelTions  as 
thefe,  JVo  unto  you^  or,  I  fore-tell  y§u^ 
and  'twouM  be  horrid  Blafphemy,  to 
fay,  ThAt   the  AlUwife  Being  tdkes  fuch 
improper  Methods^  jor  the  Converfion  of 
SirjmrSj    as  argue  ^    that  he    w^nts  the 
Common  Prudence  of  ^  Ma^,  as  Celft^ 
makes  our  S&uiour  to  do* 

The  Chriftians^  who  hold^  that 
'twas  the  fame  God,  that  fpoke  by 
the  ProphctS;^  and  by  our  Eleffed  5^* 
'viotiry  can  give  a  rational  Account,  of 
thofe  Threatfiings ,  and  direful  Ex- 
probrations,  which  we  meet,  with  in 
the  Scripture;  And  becaufe  GZ/ii*  pre-- 
tends,  to  be  fo  great  a  Philolc^pher  j 
as  well  as  fo  nicely  versM  in  the  Opi- 
nions,   which  the  Chriftians  hold,    I 

fhall 
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{hall  juft  touch  upon   a  few  Things^ 
that  I  think,  very  naturally  occur. 

I  wouM  ask  him,  whether  Mercury 
in  Homer  don't  take  fuch  Methods,* 
as  w^ere  proper,  to  bring  Vli\jes  to  a 
Senle  of  his  Duty,  when  he  faysy 

l^om^Od.  j^retch  th^t  thou   art  I  what  m^kes  thee 

lib.  12,  /  /        3 

Y^2.8j.  (  rove  Alone  f 

For  'tis  the  Part  of  Syrens^  to  fawn, 
and  flatter,  who, 

Kom,Od, fii;  A^d  chmnt  "^mong  dead  Mens 

And  fpeak  after  the  following  foftj 
and  Toothing  Manner, 

Hom.Od.  Ulyffcs,  Glory  of  the  Greeks,  dr^w  ne^r, 

lib.  12. 

How  then  can  he  have  the  Face, 
to  fay,  that  when  the  Prophets,  and 
our  Saviour^  fay,  Woe  unto  you^  to 
wean  the  Minds  of  Men  from  their 
beloved  Lufts,  they  hadn't  a  ferious, 
and  compaffionate  Regard  ,  to  their 
precious,  and  immortal  Souls,  which 
they  wou'd  fain  refcue,  if  'twere  pof- 
fible,  with  a  Kjnd  Cruelty^  if  I  may 
fo  fay,  from  the  ever -burning,  and 
intolerably  -  fcorching  Flames  of  the, 

"^nfcrncil  Lake. 

But 
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But,  perhaps,  he  dreams  'tis  requi- 
fite,  that  the  Great  God^  or  any  ocner 
Pcrfon,  who  bears  the  Characters  of 
Divinity,  fhouM  msrely  conlulc  the 
Dignity,  of  his  own  Excellent  Na- 
ture, and  aQ:  in  fuch  a  Way,  as  wou'd 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  Capacities  of 
Men,  nor  proper  to  perfwade  their 
Wills  ,  and  engage  their  beft  Aife- 
Qrions. 

And  how  ridiculous  do's  he  render 
himfelf,  \rhen  he  fays,  that  our  Sa^ 
"viour  rvdated  Power  to  perfvade  ^  1 
cou'd  produce  many  Parallel  Inftaa- 
CCS,  from  the  Writings  of  the  Jewijb 
prophets,  and  of  the  Greeks  ther^felves^ 
and  know  very  well,  that  fome  of  the 
mofl-  Famous  of  'em  ail,  were  unable 
to  prevail  with  their  Emmies ,  their 
Judges,  and  Accufers,  to  leave  their 
Vices,  and  apply  themfelves  to  the 
Study  of  Philolophy,  as  a  happy  Intro- 
duftiontoa  regular  Courfe  of  Vircue*^ 


d  Cha 


Pc 
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Chap.    XXXVII. 


npHEN  the  Jew^  m  Conformity 
i  to  the  Principles  ofjudaifm^  fays. 
We  hofe  for  the  Refurrectiou  of  the  BoAjy 
to  Eternal  Life^  and  Jhall  he  nbundant* 
Ij  convinced ,  of  the  Foffihiiity  of  it , 
by  the  Refurre^ion  of  the  Expefted  Mef- 
fiah,  fvho  wiU  be  the  Gloriom  Patterpf^ 
according  to  tvhschy  we  alfo^  fhall  be  rais*d 
from  the  Dead* 

But  Fin  apt  to  think,  that  the  '^ms 
will  hardly  graat ,  that  their  Meffiah 
will  be  the  Pattern  of  their  Future 
Refurrecilon, 

However ,  if  they  really  think  fo , 
and  don't  fcruple  to  talk  like  Cilfm\ 
Jeiv^  I  fhall  ask  one  Queftion,  that 
may  ferve  for  an  Anfwer,  fmce  he 
undertakes,  co  confute  us,  by  our  own 
Authors,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
he  has  read  thofe  Paffages,  which  he 
thinks,  make  for  him,  but  feems  to 
have  never  read,  any  Thing  of  our 
Savioui's  Refurreclion,  at  leaft  to  be 

isnorant 
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ignorant  of  his  being  thzFirJl -Born  from  Color,  i 
the  Dead'^  Qv  can  there  be'noihing  in  ^'  ^^ 
the  Scripture^  hue  what  he's  v/illing 
fhou'd  be  there  ?  But  fince  the  Jerv 
acknowledges  the  Refurrecfw^  of  the 
Eod^,  his  needlefs  to  bring  Arguments, 
to  prove  it,  f  whether  he  do's  in  earneft 
believe  it,  and  is  able  to  defend  it, 
or  no  and  therefore,  as  to  this  Mat- 
ter, I  fliall  return  him  no  farther  An- 
fwer. 


H  A  P.       A -Ai 


HEN  fays  Celfu-s^s  Jev^^  Where 
^^^  for  God'^s  fake,  is  this  pretended 
Mefliah,  thM you  make  fuch  &  Stir  about  ; 
for  ire '  iva^^t  Jad/j/  to  /ee  him  ,  and  dre 
reddy  to  embrace  his   Docfririe  ? 

ikit  we  may  ask  him  every  Whit 
as  v/ellj  where  is  that  Glorious  Perfo??^ 
who  fpoke  by  the  Prophets  ,  and 
wrought  fo  many  Miracles^  to  con- 
firm the  Law  of  their  Celebrated 
Mofes  ?  J  fay,  where  is  he^  that  ws 
jnay  fee  him^  and  may  believe^  that 

D  d  2  you 
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you  arc  God'*s  peculiar  Heritage  ?  You 
wo'n'c  fay,  I  iuppofe,  that:  Almighty 
God  appearM  j^*W;/j  to  the  "Jews  them- 
[elves.  ,  And  why  may  not  we  be 
allowM  to  take  the  fame  Method  , 
in  Defence  of  our  Saviour^  v/ho  once 
rofe  from  the  I)ead,  and  did  fo  power- 
fitiiy  work  uppn  the  Minds  of  his 
DifcipleSj  that  their  hveiy  Hops  of  a 
Glorious  Refarr^Qion  to  an  Immor- 
tal Life  of  Inconceivable  Happinefs , 
and  fpotlefs  Purity,  did  revive  their 
fainting  Spirits,  and  fupporr,  and  com^ 
f3rt  'em,  under  the  moft  grievous  Tor- 
•uient^. 

Th(?a  he  fays,  Vi^d  tkis  Pretender 
come  down  from  He/vv^n^  o?i  Purpofe  that 
tve  mlq^ht  rejecf  bins?  As  if  he  were 
fond  of  the  Bafeft  Affronts^  ihat  cou'd 
pofilbly  be  offered  him. 

I  anfw^er,  No  ;  but  he  fore  fa  w,  what 
Treatment  he  fhouM  have,  and  fore- 
told the  Unbelief  of  the  Jews  ^  and 
made  ufe  of  it,  as  a  H&^py  Occafiojf 
of  the  Calir/^g  of  the  Gentiles  ;  Vn^ 
k^iffy^  Unhappy  indeed  y^r  them ^  but 
very  hapfyforu-s^  who  are  not  of  the 
Tofterity  of  Abraham. 

For  their  Fall^    (  as  Dlrine   Provi-- 

dence  was  pleas'd  to  order  the  Mat* 

'V^v  J    was  tb^  B^^fi^^  of  the  Gentiles^ 

as 
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as  the  Prophetical  Pfdmiji  fpcaks,   A  P^^^^  i5. 
Feo^Uywhom  I  have  not  know??  ^jj^ali  jerve        '  ^^ 
ferve  me.     As  foon  as  they  hear   of  me 
they  fbdH  obey  me.      And   as  the   Pro- 
phet Ifaiah  fays^  /  was  fought  of  them^  I^a.  6$. 
that  asFd  not  for  me  :     I  am  found    of       '  '' 
thern^  that  fought   me  not. 

We  know,  what  a  Series  of  Tem- 
poral,    and  Dreadful  Calamities   the 
Crucifixion    of  our  Saviour  has    en- 
taiPd,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  upon  the  ^ew- 
i(b  Nation.     And  their  Mouths  wou'd 
be  for  eve^'  ftopM,  fhouM  we  upbraid 
'em  (  but  God  forbid,  we  fhouM  ev'n 
feem  to  infult  7em  )  and   fliou'd   we 
demand  of  'em,  as  we  very  well  m.ay, 
whether  the  Difpenfations  ^of  Divfne 
Vrovtdence  toward  'em,  don't  bear  the 
Awful  Marks  of  his  Severe  Difplea- 
fure ,    and    whether    Almighty    God 
didn't  take  a  molt  unaccouncable  Ale- 
thod,  if  his  Defign    were,    to  fliow 
the    Wo'vid,    that  the  fews  Vv^ere  fltil 
hk   -peculiar    Fe$fle  ( tho'   too  lar  from 
being  z^ealopM  of  Good    Works  )    when 
he  foiter'd  fuch  grievous    Calamities 
to    befall    'em,  whea   their   Metropolu 
was,tak'a,  and  they  were  at  once  de- 
priv'd  of  tn.eir  Magnificent  Temple^  and 
all  ih^.\v' Fompokts  War ffjip^  and  what- 
ever  they    coif d  ofFsr^   to    allay  the 
isjarive    Darkneis,  of  this    MTSTZ- 
RIOVS    SCENE    of  PROVI^ 
Dd  i  DENCE    . 
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DENCEj  it  might  be  largely  infifted 
on,  and  improved  to  very  valuable 
Parppfes,  by  the  Chriilians,  who  ad- 
mire the  Wife,  and  Dee^  Dejigr/  of 
GOD,  to  make  Ufe  of  the  HorrU 
Jmptcty  of  thofe  very  Perfons,  who 
were  0i:jce  his  PECVLIJR  PEOi'LE, 
as  a  Blejfed  Occafwn  of  calling  them, 
who  IV ere  Strangers  to  the  Covenants^^ 
and  had  no  Right  to  the  Glorious  Pro^ 
miles,  relating  to  the  M^ffiahh  Kmg^ 
(3om. 

This  was  fore  told  by  the  Pro. 
phetSj  viz.  That  GOD  wou'd  takq 
^n  Advantage  by  the  Sins  of  the 
"Jeivs^  not  merely  to  call  any  fingle 
Nation,  but  to  felect  fome  PerfonSj^ 
from  ail  Parts  of  the  Earth,  that  hav-^ 
ing  Chofen  the  Foolifh  Thipgs  of  th^ 
Wrjrld  ,  he  might  give  an  ignorant 
Pc^ople  very  clear  Difcoveries  of  im- 
portant Truths,  taking  his  Kingdom 
fom  thf  Jeivs  ^  to  beitow  it  oa  the 
J)e [piled  Gentiles. 

"And  I  flidU  quote  on?  Prophecy, 

concerning   th.s    iurprizing    Turn  of 

providence,  which  is  in  Deuteronomy^ 

where  the  PropheticaJ   Hiftori^o  in- 

^  tioduce^  GOD,    fpeaking  aft^r  the 

'  V  li.'^^'i^^^^J^g  Manner,    Thej-  \have  mov^d 

'[    me  to  "jeAioi/Jy^    rv^ik  that  which  ii  net 

G  0  p^]  thej  hsve  pvoFd  me   to  An-^ 

ger^    wi{h  their  Vamtks;  :    jir^d  J  ml^ 

^-  ,   '  \r   ':' .         ^-   '  '  i^  ■     movi 
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move  them  to  Jealoufy^  ivith  thofi^  who 
are  not  a  Peofli^  I  mil  provoke  '^em  to 
Anger ^  with  a  fooltjh  Nation. 


Chap.     XXXIX. 


THEN  the  ^ew  concludes  with 
the  following  Words,  We  fee  ^ 
therefore^  fays  he,  th^t  he  was  d  Man^ 
Itke  one  oj  h6^  4s  we  hmi  Reafon  ts 
believe ,  both  from  Keafon^  Anii  Ex^e-^ 
rience. 

But  I  can't  for  my  Life  conceive, 
how  our  Saviour^  if  he  was  no  more 
than  a  Man,  cou'd  ever  be  fo  weak, 
as  to  imagine,  chat  his  Doctrine  wou'd 
obtain,  and  much  lefs  meet  with  the 
dcfir'd  Succefs,  that  he  IhouM  ho- 
nourably furmount  all  Difficulties, 
and  Dangers,  and  prove  in  the  Event 
fuperiour  to  the  United  Force  of  the 
People,  Senate,  and  Empergrsof  i^<3;%^f^ 
and  all  foreign  Potentates.  If  we 
don't  allow,  that  he  had  a.  DIVINE^ 
^s  well  as  a  HUMANE  NATVREy 
how  can  we  account  for  his  making 
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fo  many ,  and  fb  remarkable  Con- 
verts, on  a  fudden,  when  the  Difad- 
vantages  were  fo  great ,  which  he 
laboured  under  ?  Had  they  all  been 
Men  of  Reafon,  that  he  had  to  deal 
with,  I  confefs,  the  Wonder  wou'd 
fenfibly  abate.  But  the  greateft  Fart 
by  far  were  void  of  Reafon ,  and 
little  better  than  Brutes,  in  a  Humane 
Shape ,  and  which  is  worfe ,  were 
Slaves  to  their  unruly  PajQTions,  and 
on  that  Account  'twas  far  more  dif- 
ficult to  reclaim  'em  from  their  exor- 
bitant Vices- 

So  that  we  muft  refolve  this  Mat- 
ter,  into  his  being  the  Wifdom,  and 
the  Power  of  GOD,  let  the  Unbe- 
iicviog  Jeivs^  and  the  Learned  Greeks^ 
gnaih  their  Teeth,  as  much  as  they 
pleafe,  or  produce  what  they  can  to 
tke  contrary. 

And  I  might  fay,  that  Inftances  of 
his  Divine  Power  are  not  wholly 
wanting,  ev'n  at  this  Diftance  of 
Time' 

We  fhall  therefore  not  only  con- 
tinue, by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  believe  in  God  the  Father, 
according  to  the  Doctrine  of  his  ETER- 
NAL 6UJV^  but  fnal!  alfo  be  excited, 

by 
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by  a  Holy  Ambition^  to  endeavour  to 
convert  the  ignoi'ant  Heathensf  to  the 
Chriftian  Faith ,  while  they  by  all 
Means  will  have  it  ,  that  we  truly 
are  the  Perfons,  whole  Ignorance  de- 
ferves  highly  to  be  pity'd,  (  the'  we  • 
know  very  well,  that  the  Cafe  they 
commiierate  is  in  Truth  their  own  ^ 
and  they  give  it  out ,  that  we  art^ 
guilty  of  Impofture,  whereas  they  do 
but  condemn  their  ov/n  frequent,  and 
moft  apparent  Practice. 

I  am  furc,  if  we  lead  Perfons  afide, 
^tis  a  very  Hatfj  Seductmr/it^  lince  the 
Eternal  Weliare  of  their  Becrer  part 
is  HoneHlj  aim'd  at,  and  EfeBiulIy 
tor/fulted  by  us ,  who  are  honoured 
fometimes  with  being  Inftaiments , 
in  the  Hand  of  ALMIGHJT  GOD 
to  reclaim  'em. 

By  the  GRACE  OF  GOD ,  with 
which,  our  fincercj  and  earneft^  tho^ 
weak  Endeavours  ,  do  concur  ,  they 
are  prevaiPd  with  ,  co  i^dVQ  rhciV 
former  Inremperance,  or  at  leaft  make 
foine  ilovv,  and  imperfeft  Advances 
toward  the  contrary  Virtue,  tliey 
leave  their  unjuft  Dealing,  or  at 
leaft  approach  to  the  Confines  of 
Juilice,  they  renounce  their  Supenti- 
tiOf'^  and  Folly,  qr  at  le^ft  are  con-^ 
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dueled  into  the  High- Way,  if  I  ip.ay 
lb  lay  5  that:  leads  to  the  MOST 
SUBLIME,  and  MOST  USEFUL 
WISDOM,  They  leave  their  Co\y- 
ardly,  and  Sordid  Temper,  and  are 
infpir'd,  with  the  NOBLEST  KIND 
OF  COURAGE,  which  appears  ,  on 
all  jull:  Occafions  ,  but  eipcciaUy 
wlien  they  are  call'd,  to  lay  down 
their  Lives ,  and  feal  the  Truth  of 
their  mofi:  Holy  Religion,  vi^ith  their 
warmeft  Blood* 

To  conclude,  without  Doubt  5  our 
SAVIOUR  is  already  come,  who 
was  exprefly  foretold,  ev'n  by  the 
Jewijh  Prophets.  My  Antagonift  there- 
fore did  not  a  little  difcover  his  Igno 
ranee,  in  making  his  Jer&  fay.  That  A 
CERTAIN  PROPHET  forezoU  the 
Coming   of  the  MESSIAH . 

But  becaufe  Celfus  ^  who  brings  in 
his  ^'W,  fpeaking,  as  he  imagines, 
agreably  to  the  principles  of  Judaifm, 
thinks  fit,  that  he  fhou'd  break  off 
bere ,  (  tho^  indeed  he  adds  a  few 
Things ,  tha^  are  not  worthy  to  be 
mentionM  )  I  fhall  here  put  a  Pe- 
riod to  my    SECOND    BOOK. 


And 
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And  if  I  may  but  have  feafonable, 
and  fuitable  Aififtance  from  above , 
I  fhall  endeavour  in  my  THIRD 
BOOK,  to  anfwer  fome  remaining 
Arguments,  if  they  may  be  fo  cali'd 
againft  the  CHRISTIAN  RELIGI- 
ON,  vs^hich  Celfm  thought  fit  to 
life ,  and  endeavours  v^ith  all  his 
Might  to  maintain. 
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